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E R R A T A  

p. 31: f o r  "was"  read "we re "  
p. 4 8 :  f o r  ( p .7 )  read (p .  19) 
p. 5 2 :  map:  in t h e  c a p t i o n  f o r  "Koh-Damian"  

read " K o h  Daman" 
p. 81 : f o r  " S i r d a r "  read " S u l t a n "  (Mahomed 

K h a n )  
p .  8 3 :  f o r  "Peshewar"  read "Peshawar "  
p. 89: 2 n d  footnote :  f o r  " p e r t i c u l a r l y "  read 

" p a r t i c u l a r l y "  
p. 141 : c a p t i o n  t o  i l l u s t r a t i o n  : f o r  "Mcnagh ten "  

read "Macnaghten"  
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SPELLING 

T h e  t r ans l i t e ra t i on  o f  Afghan a n d  Cent ra l  Asian p rope r  and 
place names always p resen ts  d i f f i cu l t i es  when deal ing with 
au thors  w r i t i n g  in t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  o f  t h e  19th Cen tu ry .  Masson's 
spe l l ing in h i s  pub l i shed  wo rks  was s u r p r i s i n g l y  modern, for 
example Karach i  whereas A lexander  Bu rnes  has Curachee. In 
o r d e r  t o  avo id  too many var ia t ions in the  t e x t  I have kept to 
Masson's spe l l ing t h r o u g h o u t  hence Mahorned wherever  i t  occurs, 
except  in t h e  case o f  t h e  Shah o f  Persia where t h e  modern 
Muhammad Shah has been used. Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk has also 
been p r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  Shah Suja-al-Mulkh a n d  Kabu l  t o  his 
~ a b a l .  When q u o t i n g  f rom h i s  contemporaries, t h e i r  own spelling 
has been retained.  



I f  any fool this h igh  samooch [cave] explore 
Know that Charles Masson has been here betore . 

Written on the wall o f  a cave above the niche o f  the  larqe 
Buddha at Barnian and discovered by the  French ~ r c h a e -  
ological Delegation i n  the 1930s. 





CHAPTER I: EARLY L IFE AND MIL ITARY SERVICE IN  IND IA  

What's become of Waring 
Since he gave us all the slip 
Chose land-travel or  seafaring, 
Boots and chest or staff and scr ip,  
Rather than pace up and down, 
Any longer Londor7- Town ? 

Robert Brow nirig W ~ ~ t . i r i g  

London-born Char les Masson to ld  h i s  B r i t i s h  host  in Persia* 
in 1830 tha t  h e  was a U.S.cit izen f rom K e n t u c k y  who had taken 
ten  years t o  t r a v e l  le isure ly  over land  f rom Europe to I nd ia  v ia 
Herat and Kandahar. Ye t  when h e  s tayed f o r  several  weeks at 
Lahore w i t h  General A l la rd ,  t h e  F rench  of f icer  engaged b y  t h e  
Maharaja Ranj i t  S i ngh  t o  t r a i n  h is  S i k h  cava l ry ,  t h e  former 
found that  h is  guest  spoke f luen t  French, t hough  w i t h  a s l i gh t  
accent, and though t  h e  was an  I ta l ian.  He also wro te  good 
French as can be  judged f rom a l e t t e r  to A l l a r d  f rom Kabu l  in 
1 8 3 7 ' .  Fur thermore,  in h is  book o f  ve rse  pub l i shed  in 1848, 
Masson included a number o f  ve r se  tr.anslations o f  F rench  poe t r y  
which serve t o  show tha t  he  was famil iar w i t h  contemporary 
French l i t e ra tu re  . A n  Eng l i sh  f r i e n d  w r i t i n g  t o  h im f rom 
Calcutta said: 'Bayley , in one o f  h i s  conversat ions w i t h  me was 
v e r y  minute in h i s  enqui r ies  about y o u r  c o u n t r y  etc., remark ing  
from the manner in which you  wro te  F rench  and  I ta l i an  he  had 
always though t  y o u  were a Frenchman. ' . '  Some French  
authori t ies have ev iden t l y  though t  so too, s ince t he re  i s  a n  
en t ry  for Masson in a 19th c e n t u r y  'B iographie  Nationale' 
which assumes he was F rench :  and indeed Char les Masson cou ld  
be a per fec t l y  good F rench  name. O n  t h e  o t h e r  hand, he  does 
not f i gu re  in o u r  own D ic t ionary  o f  National B iog raphy :  another  
case of a prophet  who i s  not  w i thout  honour  except in h i s  own 
count ry .  Who t h e n  was Char les Masson? Why did he  encourage 
the bel ief  tha t  he was not  an  Engl ishman? A n d  what in te res t  has 
he for  us today?  

Charles Masson was in fact  a n  alias. H e  was b o r n  James 
Lewis o n  16 February ,  1800 a n d  was bap t i zed  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  of  
St. Mary t he  V i rg i n ,  A ldermanbury ,  London o n  23 March, 1800 4 .  

His father was George Lewis, oilman, o f  58 A ldermanbury ,  a n d  a 

* Major David Wilson, Br i t ish  Resident at Bushire. 
1 Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 



member o f  t he  Needle Makers  Company, whose marr iage t o  Mary 
Hopcra f t  h a d  taken place a t  Crough ton ,  Nor than ts ,  on 6 March, 
1799 . She came o f  a fami ly  o f  substant ia l  yeoman farmers of 
Rowlers Farm, Croughton,  who  subsequent ly  achieved affluence 
as brewers .  

Ef for ts  t o  d iscover  wha t  school t h e  y o u n g  James Lewis 
a t tended have  p r o v e d  unavai l ing.  We o n l y  know t h a t  h e  did not 
g o  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  major London  schools such  as  Westminster, 
Charterhouse, Merchant  Tay lo rs ,  etc., a l though  one of his 
corresponder l ts  assumed t h a t  he  had been a t  Harrow with 
G.T.Vigne.* T h i s  was no t  so, but t ha t  h e  went to a good school 
i s  v e r y  l ike ly .  Had h i s  school been k n o w n  it might  have 
p rov ided  a c lue t o  t h e  sub jects  he  had  been taugh t .  He i s  known 
to  have  learned La t i n  and  t o  have  had some Greek.  We have 
a l ready seen t ha t  h i s  F r e n c h  and  I ta l i an  were good enough for 
h im t o  be  taken  f o r  an I ta l i an  by a Frenchman and  for a 
Frenchman b y  an  Englishman. T h a t  h i s  w r i t t e n  F rench  was good 
i s  one thing, but t h a t  h i s  spoken F rench  was f luen t  i s  quite 
another.  T h e  f i r s t  cou ld  b e  acqu i red  by d i l i gen t  s tudy ,  but the 
second i s  h a r d l y  l i ke l y  t o  have  been well  developed at  school in 
h i s  time any  more than  it i s  today. A so journ in France, perhaps 
leng thy ,  and  in I t a l y  would t he re fo re  b e  indicated,  yet  his 
father 's  means seem inadequate f o r  such  a programme. Possibly 
James Lewis managed to  ob ta in  jobs o n  t h e  cont inent .  It i s  
tanta l is ing not  t o  be  able t o  p r o v i d e  a s ing le  deta i l  o f  h is  first 
21 years  o t h e r  t han  h i s  birth and  parentage. 

T h e  f i r s t  documented fac ts  o f  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  a r e  p rov ided  by 
t he  Embarkat ion L i s t s  o f  t h e  Honourab le  East Ind ia  Company . 
O n  5 October, 1821, Lewis enl is ted in t h e  Company's armed 
forces in i t i a l l y  for  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  t hough  h i s  actual  serv ice was in 
t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  No th i ng  i s  known  o f  h i s  reasons f o r  enl ist ing. 
However, i t  was no t  unusual  f o r  men o f  some educat ion to  enlist 
in the  Company's a r t i l l e r y  in view o f  t h e  re la t i ve ly  good pay and 
t he  excel lent  prospects  o f  promot ion t o  c ler ical  appointments. He 
sai led for  Bengal  o n  t he  "Duchess o f  Athol l f l  on  17 January,  1822 
a n d  served  in t h e  3 r d  T r o o p  o f  t he  1st  B r i gade  o f  the  Bengal 
European A r t i l l e r y  from 6 Ju ly ,  1822 till 4 July,  18277 . Dur ing 
t h a t  t ime 'he a t t r ac ted  t he  pa r t i cu l a r  not ice o f  ~a jo r -Gene ra l  
Hardwick ,  when h e  was t h e  Commandant o f  t ha t  Corps,  and  was 
employed b y  h im in a r r a n g i n g  a n d  dep ic t ing  h i s  zoological 
specimens . . . 1 8  . He fought  a t  t h e  siege o f  Bha ra tpu r  which 
fell in January  1826 a n d  in t h e  follovring year  deser ted f rom his 
regiment at A g r a  together  w i t h  a fel low-soldier, H ichard Potter. 
They  t rave l led westward o n  foot towards the  l n d u s  t raversing 
the formidable deser t  o f  B i k a n i r  and reach ing Dera Ghazi Khan 

* G . T . V i g n e ,  author of A Personal Account of a Visit to Ghuzni, Kabul 
and Afghanistan. He accompanied Masson on a t r i p  to Begram. 



in December 1827. T h e r e  t h e y  pa r t ed  company*, Pot ter  (now 
cal l ing himself John  B rown)  go ing  t o  Lahore w i t h  a view t o  
en te r ing  S i k h  service, Lewis (now Char les Masson) t o  Peshawar, 
Jalalabad and  Kabul .  Masson himself i s  s i lent  about any 
t rave l l i ng  companion - though  one senses f rom h i s  n a r r a t i v e  tha t  
he had one. Besides chang ing  t h e i r  names, b o t h  men gave  
themselves ou t  t o  be  Americans a t  some po in t  f o r  cover  
purposes, t hough  Masson seems not  t o  have  made such  a claim 
until h is  v i s i t  t o  Persia in 1830. In fact  h e  did n o t  need a 
specific cover until then; t h e  r o u g h  t r ibesmen h e  encountered 
could not  d i s t i ngu i sh  between one European nat ion and  another, 
and few had heard  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  States. T h e  t w o  deser ters  
appear t o  have go t  t h e  idea f rom D r  Josiah Harlan, a genuine 
American phys ic ian o f  t h e i r  own  age f rom Philadelphia, w i t h  
whom they fe l l  in at  an  undisclosed but ear l y  stage o f  t h e i r  
travels t h r o u g h  t h e  Punjab. However, Masson grew t o  d i s l i ke  
Harlan and t he  two  Engl ishmen le f t  h im t o  go t h e i r  own way. No 
doubt they  had absorbed enough in format ion from h im about the  
Uni ted States and t h e  American way o f  l i f e  t o  lend co lour  t o  
t he i r  stories. A t  t he  same time, Har lan had  learned r a t h e r  too 
much about t he  deser ters  f o r  comfort .  

Har lan la te r  t o l d  t h e  Reverend Joseph Wolff, who was 
s tay ing w i t h  h im in June  1832 a t  Gu je ra t  whe re  h e  h a d  succeeded 
in ge t t i ng  himsel f  made gove rno r  o f  t h a t  p lace a n d  p rov ince  by 
the Maharaja Ranj i t  Singh, t ha t  o n  h i s  f i r s t  journey t o  
Peshawar 'he was accompanied f o r  some t ime by a M r  Mason [ s i c ]  
who a f te rwards  t rave l led  about  in Persia as a n  American' . 
Har lan had  been appoin ted t o  t h e  Bengal establ ishment as  a 
temporary surgeon t o  se rve  in Burma during t h e  wa r  o f  1824-26, 
but the appointment was terminated when t h e  emergency was 
over. He was o n  leave a t  Ludhiana when h e  los t  h i s  job and  a t  
f i r s t  t r i e d  t o  en te r  S i k h  t e r r i t o r y  but h a v i n g  fa i led wen t  to 
Kabul  instead. A n  of f ic ia l  r e p o r t  o f  15 October,  1827 f r om 
Captain Claude Wade, t h e  Pol i t ical Ass is tan t  a t  Ludhiana, t h e  
B r i t i sh  f r on t i e r  post, g i ves  t h e  deta i ls :  'D r  Har lan,  la te ly  a n  
off iciat ing surgeon o n  t he  establ ishment, who came t o  Ludhiana a 
shor t  time ago w i t h  permission t o  cross t h e  Sut le j ,  has now l e f t  
Ludhiana, w i t h  a view t o  proceeding t o  Peshawar, via 
Bahawalpur. D r  Har lan's p r inc ipa l  ob jec t  in w ish ing  t o  v i s i t  t h e  
Punjab was in t h e  f i r s t  p lace t o  en te r  Ranj i t  S ingh 's  serv ice,  
and ult imately t o  p u r s u e  some invest igat ion rega rd ing  t he  na tu ra l  
h i s to ry  of  t ha t  coun t r y ,  but fa i l i ng  in h i s  a t tempt  t o  p r o c u r e  a 
Passport from t h e  Maharaja h e  has taken t h e  rou te  v ia  
Bahawalpur, and  wi l l  endeavour t o  c ross  t he  r i v e r  a t  t ha t  place. 
Previous to  h i s  depar tu re ,  D r  Har lan  proposed t o  communicate 

* According to C.Grey,  European Adventurers of  Northern India 
1785.- 1849 p. 184: but he gives no authority for the statement. 



h i s  p rog ress  t o  me as oppor tun i t i es  m i g h t  o f fe r ,  a n d  should his 
communications conta in  a n y t h i n g  o f  i n t e res t  t o  t h e  Government, I 
sha l l  cons ider  it my duty t o  repor t ' lO .  T h i s  was the journey 
when Har lan  encountered Masson and Potter ,  t hough  Masson 
neve r  mentions t h e  fact .  

T h e r e  appear  t o  b e  n o  c lues t o  w h y  Masson deserted. 
Desert ion was in fac t  n o t  uncommon a t  t h a t  t ime a n d  seems to 
have  affected t he  Company's a r t i l l e r y  more t h a n  t h e  o ther  arms. 
T h i s  was pa r t i cu l a r l y  t he  case w i t h  t h e  Bengal  Art i l lery 
fo r  desert ions f rom it, b o t h  during and  a f t e r  the siege 
of Bha ra tpu r ,  were f a i r l y  f requen t .  T h e  1820's were  qu ie t  years 
f rom a mi l i t a ry  po in t  of view, a p a r t  f rom t h e  f i r s t  campaign in 
d i s t an t  Burma. He  may s imply h a v e  become bored with 
sold ier ing.  Moreover  a s  a r a n k e r  w i t h  a n  educated background 
h e  may well h a v e  f ound  t h e  lack  o f  c u l t u r a l  st imulus intolerable. 
In a n y  case, h e  wanted t o  t rave l .  H i s  y o u t h f u l  imagination had 

I I been exc i ted  by t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  Colonel W i l f o rdon  Bamian - they 
were, h e  says, enshr ined  in h i s  memory - and  as it i s  certain 
t h a t  h e  h a d  a l ready s tud ied  w i t h  some thoroughness the  routes 
o f  A lexander  t h e  Great  o n  h i s  Persian a n d  Ind ian  campaigns he 
may have  h a d  a t  t he  back  o f  h i s  m ind  a des i re  t o  explore 
A fghan is tan  in pa r t i cu l a r  1 2 .  These in te res ts  may even have led 
t o  h i s  enl is tment in the  f i r s t  place. He  cer ta in ly  took g rea t  pains 
in d u e  course t o  t ry  t o  i den t i f y  A lexander 's  routes and 
bat t lef ie lds,  a n d  h e  became absorbed in t h e  an t iquar ian  problems 
posed b y  t he  'marvels o f  Bamian'. 

In h i s  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  t h e  1974 r e p r i n t  o f  t h e  Narrat ive of 
13 Various Journeys , Gav in  Hambly suggested t ha t  Masson was 

p robab ly  a social outcast  f o r  whom enl is tment u n d e r  a n  assumed 
name was a n  escape f r om crime, d e b t  o r  fami ly misfor tune.  He 
wondered whether  Masson actua l ly  did t rave l  over land  t o  India as 
h e  claimed, a n d  even whether  t h e  name James Lewis was no t  also 
a n  alias. A l t hough  some p r i v a t e  sold iers f ound  it expedient  for a 
va r i e t y  o f  reasons t o  en l i s t  u n d e r  a n  assumed name, Masson only 
changed h i s  name af ter  deser t ing.  T h e r e  i s  n o  evidence to 
suggest  t ha t  h e  in a n y  way approximated t o  K ip l i ng 's  

'Gentlemen r a n k e r s  o u t  o n  t he  spree, 
Damned f rom h e r e  t o  E te rn i t y . '  

Even  though  t he  a u s t e r i t y  o f  h i s  l i f e  in Cent ra l  Asia was 
o r ig ina l l y  fo rced  upon  him, h e  accepted it so read i ly  a n d  without 
a n y  s igns o f  r e g r e t  t ha t  it i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  imagine t ha t  h e  had 
eve r  been p rone  t o  excess. He  seems t o  have  been i nd i f f e ren t  to 
alcohol; indeed h e  became a connoisseur o f  water, o f ten  noting 
i t s  v a r y i n g  qua l i t ies  in d i f f e ren t  places. He appears t o  have had 
l i t t l e  o r  n o  in te res t  in sex a n d  cer ta in ly  did n o t  indu lge  in any 
I ia isons. 

Whereas Masson's motives f o r  en l i s t ing  a n d  deser t ing  can 
on ly  b e  guessed at ,  t h a t  h e  came by sea t o  India is 



well-attested. T h e  Embarkat ion L i s t s  p r o v e  t h e  po in t ,  as  does a 
le t ter  f rom h i s  ship-mate, Char les  Brown,  who l a te r  cal led 
himself Brownlow a n d  whose name appears  o n  t h e  same L is t .  T h i s  
le t ter  dated Calcutta, 11 Augus t ,  1835 addressed h im as 'My 
dear Lewis', a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  'many h o u r s  which y o u  
l ightened o f  t he i r  misery by y o u r  society when we were  
fel low-travel lers o n  board  t h e  ''Duchess o f  A tho l l " . '  T h e  w r i t e r  
went o n  t o  say t h a t  h e  was aware o f  recen t  documents wh ich  h a d  
passed t h rough  t h e  hands  o f  t he  Bengal  Government  ( i .e .  
Masson's pardon) ,  a n d  rejo iced t h a t  t h i s  news h a d  res to red  h i s  
f r i end  t o  t h e  l and  o f  t h e  living, a r e p o r t  h a v e  c i rcu la ted  t h a t  h e  
had committed suic ide soon a f t e r  quitting t h e  serv ice  o f  t h e  East 
India Company. Brownlow g a v e  news of  former a rmy  f r i e n d s  now 
l i v ing  in Calcutta, i nc l ud ing  George Jephson ( former ly  Mor ton)  
who wished t o  b e  remembered t o  him, a n d  ended by 
congratulat ing h im o n  h i s  ' res tora t ion t o  Society' .  T h e  envelope 
containing Brownlow's l e t t e r  has also been p reserved :  it is 
addressed t o  Char les Masson, Esq., c / o  Capta in  Wade a t  
Ludhiana and  so nea t l y  l i n k s  h i s  rea l  a n d  assumed names14. A s  
for  the  con jecture  t h a t  James Lewis was also a n  assumed name, 
h i s  baptismal ce r t i f i ca te  a n d  o t h e r  fami ly papers  r u l e  t h a t  out .  

Brownlow h a d  bough t  h i s  d ischarge  f rom t h e  a rmy  in 1826 
and had joined a f i r m  in Calcut ta.  George Jephson had  become 
head of  t h e  Of f i ce  o f  t h e  Adjutant-General .  T h e  t h ree  men 
henceforth corresponded w i t h  some regu la r i t y .  From t h e  warm 
tone of t he i r  l e t t e r s  it i s  ev iden t  t h a t  James Lewis h a d  impressed 
them v e r y  favourab ly  in t h e  past .  These  l e t t e r s  make it c lear 
that  bo th  h i s  cor respondents  were also educated a n d  c u l t u r e d  
men. They  were t o  p r o v e  he lp fu l  in var ious ways t o  Masson in 
the fu tu re .  

T h e  Narrat ive of Various Journeys i s  s i lent  abou t  t he  
author's immediate past. H e  de l iberate ly  avo ids  a l l  re ference t o  it 
b y  sk ipp ing  such  pre l iminar ies  as t he  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  a n d  purpose  
of h i s  t ravels.  He opens h i s  s t o r y  w i thou t  preamble:  'In t h e  
autumn o f  1826 hav ing  t r ave rsed  t he  Ra jpu t  States o f  
Shekhawati, a n d  t h e  k ingdom o f  B i kan i r ,  I en te red  t h e  deser t  
f ront iers o f  t he  Khan  o f  Bahawalpur;  a n d  pass ing successively 
the towns a n d  castles o f  Pularah, M i h r  Char ,  Jam Char,  Marut ,  
and Moz Ghar,  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  c i t y  o f  Bahawalpur. '  T h i s  date, 
1826, i s  incorrect ;  i t  should  b e  1827. T h e  Bengal  Mus te r  Rol ls  
must be  regarded  as au tho r i t a t i ve  o n  t h i s  po in t .  In add i t i on  
Masson lef t  a manuscr ip t  l i s t  o f  ce r ta in  dates whe re  in e v e r y  
case t he  year  as  o r i g i na l l y  w r i t t e n  has been cor rec ted  t o  a yea r  
later. For  example, t h e  e n t r y  f o r  Dera Ghazi Khan  has  been 
altered from December 1826 t o  December 1827 ' \  Cor robora t i ve  
evidence i s  p rov ided  by t h e  date  o f  Captain Wade's l e t t e r  o f  15 
October, 1827 abou t  D r  Har lan's depa r tu re  f o r  Peshawar. T h e  
false date was o r ig ina l l y  in tended  t o  conceal t he  real  fac ts  when 



Masson needed a cove r  s to ry .  B u t  it was n o t  co r rec ted  in his 
pub l i shed  w o r k  in sp i te  of t h e  truth be ing  known  in British 
Ind ia ;  h e  may have  assumed t h a t  it was unknown  t o  t h e  general 
p u b l i c  in England. B e  t h a t  as  it may, t he  1826 da te  has been 
perpe tua ted  n o t  o n l y  in t h e  open ing  sentence o f  t h e  Narrat ive of 
Various Journeys but also in i t s  full t i t l e  a n d  has misled writers 
o n  Masson e v e r  since. Reta in ing t h e  fa lse da te  meant that  a 
whole y e a r  was unaccounted fo r  which toge ther  w i t h  t h e  paucity 
o f  dates made it d i f f i c u l t  t o  fol low t h e  sequence o f  h i s  journeys. 

Masson's deser t ion  from t h e  a rmy  remained a c ruc ia l  factor 
in h i s  l i f e  even  a f t e r  h i s  Royal pa rdon  in 1835. It p rov ided  the 
i n i t i a l  impetus t o  put as much t e r r i t o r y  as  possible between 
himself a n d  B r i t i s h  lnd ia  in o r d e r  t o  minimise t h e  r i s k  o f  being 
detected. T h e  p re tence  o f  American c i t i zensh ip  a n d  o f  having 
reached lnd ia  over land  h a d  t h e  same ob ject  in view. Masson 
spent  ex tended  per iods  o f  t ime in t h e  company o f  B r i t i s h  army 
o f f i ce r s  a n d  East  Ind ia  Company of f ic ia ls  in Persia, none of 
whom appear  t o  have  suspected t h a t  t h e i r  companion was a 
deser te r  f rom t h e  ranks16 . It i s  remarkable t ha t  h e  escaped 
detect ion. Ce r ta i n l y  h e  mus t  have  k e p t  a v e r y  tight r e i n  o n  his 
tongue i f  o n l y  t o  a v o i d  l e t t i n g  s l i p  a remark,  so easily done, 
d isc los ing fami l ia r i ty  w i t h  B r i t i s h  lnd ia  - which h e  was not 
supposed t o  have  v is i ted  - o r  w i t h  t h e  Ind ian  Army.  A t  t he  same 
time h e  had  t o  keep up h i s  American persona a n d  b e  carefu l  not 
t o  reminisce abou t  London a n d  h i s  boyhood there,  o r  indeed 
abou t  a n y  actual  personal  exper iences p r i o r  t o  1827. Such 
enforced ret icence became a h a b i t  which remained w i t h  h im even 
a f t e r  t h e  need n o  longer  existed,  w i t h  t he  resu l t  t h a t  in his 
books h e  makes n o  mention a t  a l l  o f  h i s  fami ly a n d  ear ly  l ife in 
England. It i s  on l y  among h i s  unpub l i shed  papers  t h a t  one finds 
evidence even o f  h i s  ex-army f r iends.  No  wonder  t ha t  h e  has 
been descr ibed as  t h e  most enigmatic o f  t h e  European explorers 
o f  t he  nor thwes te rn  border lands  o f  t h e  Ind ian  sub-cont inent  1 7 .  

Years la te r  when h e  severely c r i t i c i sed  t h e  pol icies and 
competence o f  t he  lead ing Pol i t ical Off icers,  S i r  William 
Macnaghten, S i r  Claude Wade a n d  S i r  A lexander  Burnes,  especial 
resentment was aroused in cer ta in  c i rc les  by t h e  knowledge that 
t he  au tho r  o f  these w r i t i n g s  was a pardoned deserter .  In general 
i t  was f e l t  tha t  h e  was brazen in presuming t o  c r i t i c i se  his 
bet ters .  



CHAPTER I I : THE POLIT ICAL  BACKGROUND T O  MASSON'S 
JOURNEYS 

The number of Oriental names which i t  is 
necessary to introduce - the repetition of 
incidents . . . of conquest and re-conquest, of 
treachery and counter-treachery, of rebellions 
raised and suppressed - creates a confusion in 
the mind of the European reader. 

Sir  W . J .  Kaye  History of the War in  Afghanistan 

Before g i v i n g  some account  of Ma sson's journeys,  especial ly 
those in Afghanistan,  a n d  o f  h i s  an t iquar ian  ac t i v i t i es  during h i s  
long residence in Kabul ,  it wi l l  b e  well t o  look a t  t h e  b r o a d  
political si tuation o f  t he  reg ion  in 1828, t h z  yea r  o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  
in the coun t ry .  

In the Punjab, t h e  g r e a t  Maharaja Ran j i t  S ingh  h a d  b r o u g h t  
the Sikh empire t o  t h e  r e n i t h  o f  i t s  power  a n d  t h e  S i k h  a rmy t o  
a p i tch o f  ef f ic iency l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  t h a t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Ind ian  
army. He played so impor tan t  a p a r t  in t h e  n e x t  decade t ha t  it 
is  worth quo t ing  t h ree  contemporary  impressions o f  t h a t  
outstanding f igure.  Masson, who saw h im in 1829, wr i tes :  'In 
person the  Maharaja i s  a l i t t l e  below the  midd le  size, a n d  v e r y  
meagre. H i s  complexion i s  fa i r ,  a n d  h i s  features regu lar ,  w i t h  a n  
aquiline nose. He ca r r i es  a long  wh i te  beard,  a n d  wants  t h e  le f t  
eye. Though apparent ly  fa r  advanced in years ,  I be l ieve h e  has  
not completed fifty. O n  t he  right s ide o f  h i s  neck  a l a rge  scar  i s  
visible, probably  t h e  effect of  a wound. In h i s  d i e t  h e  i s  
represented t o  b e  abstemious, but has a lways been pern ic ious ly  
Prone t o  copious cups  o f  t h e  s t ronges t  s p i r i t s  which, w i t h  h i s  
unbounded sensual i ty, has  b r o u g h t  o n  h im p rematu re  o l d  age, 
with a serious b u r t h e n  o f  in f i rmi t ies :  f o r  some ai lment, h e  makes 
daily use o f  laudanum. Simple in h i s  dress,  which i s  whi te  l inen,  
he wears o n  h i s  a r m  t h e  ce lebrated diamond Koh- i -Nur,  of wh ich  
he depr ived Shah Sujah a l  Mulkh,  who h a d  promised it t o  him, 
but  f i r s t  at tempted t o  d u p e  him, a n d  then  t o  wi thho ld  it 
altogether . . . T o  sum up h i s  character  as  a pub l i c  man, h e  i s  
a prince o f  consummate ab i l i t y ,  a wa r r i o r  b r a v e  a n d  ski l fu l ,  a n d  
a good but c r a f t y  statesman. In h i s  p r i v a t e  o r  i nd i v i dua l  
capacity, he has many sh in i ng  qual i t ies;  but they  a r e  obscured  

many fa i l ings a n d  b y  hab i t s  so g ross ly  sensual t ha t  they  can 
Scarcely be  excused b y  t h e  knowledge t h a t  t hey  may b e  
attr ibuted to the  barbarous  per iod  a t  wh ich  h e  was bo rn ,  o r  b y  



t h e  fac t  t h a t  in such  respec t  h e  i s  n o t  worse t han  many o f  his 
compatr iots '  l 8  . ( In pass ing it may b e  remarked t h a t  Masson's 
account  of t h e  rape  o f  t h e  K o h - i - N w r  i s  more favourable to  
Ran j i t  t h a n  most wh ich  dep i c t  h im as  h a v i n g  ex to r t ed  it from 
Shah Shuja  when h e  was a f u g i t i v e  a n d  a t  h i s  me rcy ) .  

L o r d  Auck land 's  nephew a n d  m i l i t a r y  secretary,  Captain 
William Osborne,  descr ibes t h e  Maharaja as he  found  him in 1838: 

' I l l - look ing as h e  undoub ted ly  is, t h e  countenance of 
Runjeet  S ingh  cannot  fa i l  t o  s t r i k e  everyone  a s  t h a t  o f  a very 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  man; a n d  t hough  a t  f i r s t  h i s  appearance g ives rise 
t o  a disagreeable feel ing almost amount ing t o  d isgust ,  a second 
look shows so much inte l l igence, a n d  t h e  rest less wandering of 
h i s  s ing le  f i e r y  eye  exci tes so much in te res t ,  t ha t  you  get 
accustomed t o  h i s  plainness, a n d  a r e  fo rced  t o  confess t ha t  there 
i s  n o  common degree  o f  i n te l lec t  a n d  acuteness developed in his 
countenance, however  o d d  a n d  repu ls i ve  i t s  f i r s t  appearance may 
be.' 

'His he igh t  i s  r a t h e r  below t h e  usual  s t a tu re  o f  t he  Sikhs, 
a n d  a n  habi tua l  stoop causes h im t o  look sho r te r  than  h e  really 
is. He  i s  by n o  means f i r m  o n  h i s  legs when h e  attempts to 
walk, but a l l  weakness d isappears  when h e  i s  once on 
horseback.  He has s t i l l  a s l i g h t  hes i ta t ion o f  speech, the 
consequence of  a pa ra l y t i c  s t r oke  abou t  t h r e e  years  ago; but  
those abou t  h im  asser t  t h a t  h i s  hea l th  i s  much improved within 
t h e  las t  twe lve  month. H i s  l ong  whi te  bea rd  a n d  moustachoes 
g i v e  h im  a more venerable appearance t h a n  h i s  ac tua l  age would 
lead y o u  t o  expect ;  a n d  a t  f i f t y - e i g h t  yea rs  o f  age  h e  i s  s t i l l  a 
ha le  a n d  h e a r t y  o l d  man, t hough  a n  imaginary  i nva l i d  . . . I 

'It i s  h a r d l y  possib le t o  g i v e  a n  idea o f  t h e  ceaseless 
r a p i d i t y  w i t h  which h i s  quest ions f low, o r  t h e  i n f i n i t e  var ie ty  of 
subjects t hey  embrace . . . I 19 Emily Eden, L o r d  Auckland's 

s ister ,  nea t l y  sums h im up: 'He i s  exac t l y  l i k e  a n  o l d  mouse, 
w i t h  g r e y  whiskers  a n d  one eye' 2 0 .  

Lying between B r i t i s h  Ind ia  a n d  t h e  A f g h a n  te r r i to r ies ,  the 
S i k h  k ingdom u n d e r  Ran j i t  S ingh  was f o r  thirty years  in strong 
a n d  f r i e n d l y  hands.  It became one o f  t h e  few rea l l y  successful 
b u f f e r  states in h i s t o r y  2 ' ,  n o t  least  because Ran j i t  S ingh knew 
a n d  accepted, even i f  w i t h  some reluctance, t h e  l imi ts  placed by 
t h e  B r i t i s h  o n  h i s  t e r r i t o r i a l  ambit ions. T i l l  h i s  death in 1839 the 
maintenance o f  good relat ions w i t h  t h e  Maharaja remained a fixed 
p r i n c i p l e  of  B r i t i s h  po l icy .  

Sind,  though  s t i l l  a nominal dependency o f  t he  Afghan 
r u l e r s  who cont inued t o  claim t r i b u t e  but r a r e l y  rece ived i t  and 
t hen  o n l y  a f t e r  m i l i t a r y  pressure,  h a d  been v i r t ua l l y  independent 
f o r  more than  20 years .  It was d i v i d e d  among t h e  various 
branches o f  t h e  Ta lpu ra  c lan i n t o  a number  o f  p e t t y  independent 
states each headed by one o f  t he  Am i r s  o f  S ind  who h a d  proved 
' too indo lent  t o  s t r i v e  f o r  supremacy a n d  too fool ish t o  un i te '  ". 





In t h e i r  a n x i e t y  t o  b e  l e f t  a lone t h e  Ami rs  were  extremely wary 
o f  European t r ave l l e r s  a n d  above a l l  l oa th  t o  allow exploration of ' 

t h e  l n d u s  r i v e r  and  va l ley  by t h e  B r i t i sh ,  fear ing,  r i gh t l y  as 
it t u r n e d  out ,  t h a t  fami l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  would lead by 
degrees t o  substant ia l  encroachment by t h e i r  power fu l  neighbour 
B r i t i s h  Ind ia .  

In Afghanistan, Dost  Mahomed Khan  h a d  achieved 
supremacy in the  c i t y  a n d  p r o v i n c e  o f  Kabu l  as  recent ly  as 1826 
a f t e r  a b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  h i s  numerous ha l f -bro thers .  He was '  
s lowly beg inn ing  t o  bring o r d e r  in h i s  l imi ted domains ou t  of the 
chaos which had  subs is ted f o r  nea r l y  a decade a s  a resu l t  of the 
b reak-up  of  t he  D u r r a n i  Empire, a n d  it was n o t  till 1834 that he 
fe l t  s t r o n g  enough t o  assume t h e  t i t l e  o f  Ami r .  

T h e  D u r r a n i  Empi re  h a d  been created by Ahmad Shah 
Abdal i ,  ch i e f  o f  t h e  Sadozai c lan  o f  t h e  Abda l i  t r ibe.  He was 
o r ig ina l l y  t h e  commander o f  t h e  A f g h a n  mercenaries who formed 
t h e  bodygua rd  of  Nad i r  Shah o f  Persia, but a f t e r  t h e  latter's 
mu rde r  by h i s  Persian t roops  in 1747, Ahmad Shah took 
advantage of  t h e  confus ion t h a t  fol lowed t o  seize t he  royal 
t reasure.  T h e  spoi ls  inc luded  t h e  Koh-i-Noor diamond which had 
been looted f r om t h e  Mughu l  Emperor  when Nad i r  Shah sacked 
Delh i  in 1739. Ahmad Shah a n d  h i s  men f o u g h t  t h e i r  way out of 
t h e  camp a n d  hastened t o  Kandahar where, thanks t o  his 
forceful personal i ty  and  t o  h i s  newly  acqu i red  wealth, he was 
elected t he  f i r s t  K i n g  o f  t he  Afghans.  T o  mark  h i s  elevation he 
took t h e  resounding name o f  Du r - i -Du r ran  o r  'Pearl o f  Pearls' 
whereupon t h e  Abdal i  t r i b e  became known as t he  Durrani.  
Besides be ing  a good admin is t ra tor ,  h e  took ca re  t o  seek the 
adv ice  a n d  consent o f  h i s  Counci l  of  chiefs.  unfor tunately 
ne i t he r  of  these t r a i t s  was t o  b e  i nhe r i t ed  by h i s  sons or 
grandsons.  B u t  above a l l  h e  was a f i n e  sold ier  who fully 
apprec ia ted t h a t  t he  o n l y  way t o  ach ieve a degree o f  unity 
among t h e  d i ve rse  races, languages a n d  rel ig ions of his 
t u r b u l e n t  people was t o  lead them in wars against  their 
ne ighbours .  Ahmad Shah D u r r a n i  was fo r tuna te  in h i s  hour 
inasmuch as t h e  Mughu l  Empi re  h a d  been much weakened by 
Nad i r  Shah's campaigns a n d  by in te rna l  commotions, whi le on his 
wes te rn  f r on t i e r  t h e  dea th  o f  t h e  Persian autocrat  Was 
immed iately fol lowed b y  pro longed anarchy  t h roughou t  Persia. 
Ahmad Shah soon cap tu red  Kabu l  a n d  t h u s  f inal ly  b r o k e  ~ u g h u l  
r u l e  in Eastern Afghanis tan which had lasted s ince the  time of 
t he  Emperor Babur ,  w i t h  t he  except ion o f  a b r i e f  interlude 
u n d e r  Nad i r  Shah. He  l ikewise dest royed Persian control  of 
North-Western A fghan is tan  by t h e  cap tu re  o f  Herat. BY 
ex tend ing  h i s  conquests nor th-eastwards t o  encompass the 
Cis-Oxus t e r r i t o r i es  as  f a r  as  Badakshan h e  gave  Afghanistan 
approximately h e r  p resen t  boundar ies  in the  west a n d  nor th .  For 



the f i r s t  time Afghanistan became a separate ent i ty ,  ru led  b y  
one of her  own people. 

Tu rn ing  his at tent ion to  India, in the  course o f  th ree  
campaigns he captured Lahore in 1751-2 and  was only  deflected 
from advancing o n  Delhi by t h e  action of t h e  Emperor o f  Delhi in 
marrying h is  daughter t o  Ahmad Shah's son Timur,  w i th  the 
Punjab as dowry. H is  f o u r t h  invasion resul ted in t h e  sack o f  
Delhi in 1757, while h i s  fifth was marked by the  catastrophic 
defeat o f  the  Marathas a t  Panipat in 1761. The Mughul Empire 
was b y  then no  longer a n  ef fect ive power. Ahmad Shah proved, 
however, unable t o  consolidate h i s  gains. His Afghan tribesmen 
were too individualist ic, too unsophisticated and  ignorant :  they 
knew how to conquer but no t  how to  rule. Nevertheless, when 
he died in 1773, the  vas t  Dur ran i  Empire extended over  
present-day Afghanistan and Pakistan ( inc lud ing Baluchistan t o  
the sea), Kashmir, as well as par ts  o f  India, I r a n  and Soviet 
rurkestan. B u t  even h e  had had to re l inquish some of h i s  
conquests, notably central  Punjab t o  the  Sikhs whi ls t  re ta in ing 
Peshawar and the no r the rn  Punjab. 

Dur ing the re ign o f  h i s  son, T imur  Shah, t he  Sikhs started 
to nibble a t  the Afghan possessions in the  Punjab, while Sind 
succeeded in becoming pract ical ly independent, as we have seen. 
Timur Shah moved h is  capital f rom Kandahar t o  Kabul, a more 
central location bo th  pol i t ical ly and strategically, and  a t  h i s  
death in 1793 the  Empire was s t i l l  o f  considerable extent. He lef t  
twenty-three sons, but fai led to  nominate a n  hei r ,  and  t h e  n e x t  
twenty-five years were f i l led w i t h  the  f ran t ic  jealousies and 
feuds of r iva l  claimants t o  the  throne, until t he  Dur ran i  Empire 
finally collapsed. The  in-fighting between the  Sadozai pr inces 
was fur ther  complicated b y  the  growing inf luence o f  t he  powerful 
Barakzai ( o r  Muhommadzai) clan o f  the  Dur ran i  t r ibe,  headed b y  
Payindah Khan? 

Zaman Shah (1793-1800), the  fifth son of T imur  Shah, was 
fortunate enough t o  b e  in Kabul when h is  fa ther  died and w i th  
the backing o f  Payindah Khan succeeded to the  throne. Payindah 
Khan was rewarded by being made viz ier o r  chief minister. B u t  
soon the new K ing  was attacked b y  one disappointed b ro the r  
from Kandahar and la ter  by another, Shah Mahmud, from Herat. 
Having dealt w i th  both, he conducted desul tory  campaigns in the  
Punjab but never advanced beyond Lahore. Ineffective though 
they were, they raised the  spectre o f  the  devast ing raids of 
Ahmad Shah's formidable Afghan horsemen f o r t y  years before 
and caused the author i t ies in B r i t i s h  India t o  realise how 
ignorant they were o f  a f fa i rs  in Afghanistan. In 1799, Zaman 
Shah confirmed Ranj i t  Singh in h is  tu te lary  possession of 
Lahore. Th i s  move did n o  more than legitimise a fait accompli, 

* Also known by his t i t le  o f  Sirafraz Khan:  he is thus named by  Masson. 



but i t  enhanced t h e  p res t i ge  o f  Ran j i t  S i ngh  w h o  was then only 
n ineteen a n d  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  h i s  spectacular  career. He 
f ina l ly  t h rew  off A f g h a n  suzera in ty  soon a f te r .  Zaman Shah was 
unwise enough t o  dismiss Pay indah Khan  a n d  in 1799 had him 
executed a t  Kandahar.  T h e  v i c t im  l e f t  twenty- two sons, the 
eldest  o f  whom, Fa th  Khan,  escaped t o  Persia where h e  incited 
Shah Mahmud who h a d  f led t h e r e  f r om Herat ,  t o  r i s e  once more 
against  Zaman Shah. In 1800 t h e  l a t t e r  was deposed in favour of 
Shah Mahmud, b l i nded  a n d  exi led. Fa th  Khan's f i r s t  essay in 
k ing-making resu l ted  in h i s  appoin tment  as  v i z ie r .  

Shah Mahmud, (1800-3 a n d  1809-1818) re igned  f o r  a mere 
t h ree  years  before h e  was ousted by y e t  ano ther  b ro ther ,  Shah 
Shuja-ul-Mulk ( 1803- 1809 a n d  1839-42). It was t o  Shah Shuja 
t ha t  t h e  wel l -known mission o f  Mounts tuar t  E lph instone was sent 
in 1809 by L o r d  Minto,  t h e  Governor-General ,  w i t h  a view to 
secur ing  h i s  goodwi l l  aga inst  a possib le invas ion o f  lndia by 
Napoleon. B u t  t he  K ing 's  a u t h o r i t y  was a l ready  threatened by 
Shah Mahmud who was approach ing Kabu l  w i t h  a n  army. The 
l av i sh  mission was t he re fo re  rece ived a t  Peshawar, t he  winter 
capital.  A t r ea t y  was s igned but lapsed w i t h i n  weeks wi th  the 
downfal l  o f  t h e  K ing .  In a n y  case A f g h a n  monarchs were not 
in te res ted  in the  des igns o f  t h e  f a r -o f f  French. Much the  best 
a n d  most las t ing  resu l t  o f  t h e  m ission was Elphinstone's Account 
of  the Kingdom of Caubul , t h e  f i r s t  t ho rough  s tudy  of  that 
remote realm. It has  been descr ibed as  ' the  greatest  and  most 
readable volume we possess o n  t h e  A fghan  c o u n t r y  and the 
A fghan  people. It i s  of  a n  amazing accuracy s t i l l  today' 2 3 .  

Equal ly ,  it i s  regarded  by Afghans  a s  t h e  most sympathetic of 
al l  European w r i t i n g s  abou t  t he i r  coun t r y ,  accord ing t o  my 
A fghan  f r iends.  A l l  t h i s  desp i te  t he  fac t  t h a t  Peshawar, then the 
r i ches t  p o r t i o n  o f  t he  Kingdom, was on l y  t h e  w in te r  resor t  and 
t h e  B r i t i s h  Envoy and  h i s  su i te  h a d  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t raversing 
t h e  K h y b e r  Pass a n d  pene t ra t ing  i n t o  t he  heart land of 
Afghanis tan.  T h e  Mission was o n  i t s  way back t o  lnd ia  and on 
t he  p o i n t  o f  l eav ing  D u r r a n i  t e r r i t o r y  when t h e  news came that 
F a t h  Khan  had helped Shah Mahmud to  defeat Shah Shuja at 
Nimla and so rega in  the  throne.  

A f t e r  var ious at tempts to  recoup h is  for tunes,  Shah Shuja 
was ob l iged to  go i n to  ex i le  a t  Ludhiana where he  joined his 
b ro the r ,  the  blind Zaman Shah. B o t h  former  monarchs Were 
g i ven  pensions b y  t he  B r i t i sh .  Shah Shuja's v e r y  existence was 
to have a d i v i s i ve  ef fect  o n  h i s  fact ion-torn coun t ry .  His 
i n t r i gues  and moves to  rega in  h is  th rone  rumbled o n  fo r  years 
before and during Masson's t ime until he was restored to the 
t h rone  in 1839 by B r i t i s h  forces in the F i r s t  A fghan  War. 

Despi te t he  obl igat ions o f  Shah Mahmud t o  Fa th  Khan who 
had  twice put h im o n  the  throne, but whose loya l t y  had  become 
suspect, h e  a n d  h i s  son Pr ince  Kamran had  t he  Barakzai  vizier 



blinded and subsequently mu rde red  in 1818. H is  Il lany b r o t h e r s  
immediately took up arms aga ins t  t h e  Sadozai who were  forced t o  
take refuge in Herat .  In t h i s  fash ion t h e  Sadozai d y n a s t y  came 
to an  ing lor ious e n d  t h a t  year .  Masson, desc r i b i ng  t h i s  
momentous event, wr i tes  t h a t  t h e  a f fa i rs  o f  Afghanis tan h a d  
become v e r y  complicated, a n d  t h e  utmost e n e r g y  would  have  
been requ i red  t o  susta in  it u n d e r  t h e  p ressu re  of a t tacks  from 
the Persians o n  t h e  one side, a n d  t h e  S i khs  o n  t h e  o t h e r -  T h e  
seizure of  Fath  Khan  was t h e  'p re lude  t o  t h e  enactment, in r a p i d  
succession, o f  as  many s t r ange  events,  a n d  o f  as  many enormous 
crimes and  per f id ies  as can b e  f ound  in t h e  annals  o f  a n y  
country '  2? 

Henceforth, in sp i te  o f  s t renuous e f f o r t s  by P r i nce  Kamran, 
he and Shah Mahmud w i t h  o the r  members o f  t h e  Sadozai c lan 
were to  b e  confined t o  t h e  H e r a t  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  murde red  Fa th  
Khan's b ro thers  d i v i d e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  between them, 
four tak ing ove r  t h e  Peshawar val ley a n d  five, Kandahar,  whi le  
Dost Mahomed Khan  he ld  Ghazni, t h e n  g radua l l y  ex tended h i s  
control t o  Kabul. T h u s  it was t h a t  t he  k ingdom d is in tegrated,  
to rn  t o  pieces f i r s t  by t h e  s t r ugg les  f o r  power  among t h e  
Sadozai and  then  by t h e  blood-feud which developed between 
them and t h e  Barakzai  b ro the rs .  T h e  Barakzai  in turn f o u g h t  f o r  
primacy among themselves. Inev i tab ly ,  once t h e  cen t ra l  con t ro l  
had been removed, t h e  o u t l y i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  D u r r a n i  Empi re  also 
collapsed under  i r r es i s t i b l e  ex terna l  pressure.  In 1828, what i s  
now Afghanistan was s t i l l  in a s ta te  o f  anarchy  a n d  sp l i t  i n t o  
three ma in pr inc ipa l i t i es  w i t h  eve r - sh i f t i ng  boundar ies.  
Furthermore Ba lkh  h a d  been seized by t h e  Ami r  o f  Bokhara,  
while Kunduz unde r  i t s  Uzbek chief ,  together  w i t h  o t h e r  smaller 
terr i tor ies in A fghan  Turkes tan ,  maintained a precar ious 
independence. 

Exceedingly convo lu ted though  t h e  s i tuat ion in Afghanis tan 
had become as a resu l t  o f  t h e  events  re la ted above, it needs t o  
be understood s ince t h e  personal i t ies concerned f i g u r e d  so 
largely in Masson's s t o r y  a n d  p layed  impor tant  ro les  in the  
developments leading up t o  t he  F i r s t  Anglo-Afghan war .  

Four Afghan c i t ies  were o f  c ruc ia l  importance:  Peshawar, 
Kabul, Kandahar, a n d  Herat .  Peshawar was he ld  by fou r  
Barakzai b ro thers  a l l  b o r n  o f  t h e  same mother :  Su l tan Mahomed 
Khan, Saiyad Mahomed Khan, P i r  Mahomed Khan and  Ya r  
Mahomed Khan. T h e  Vale o f  Peshawar was a n d  i s  inhab i ted  by 
Sunni Pathans (Push tuns) ,  i.e. o f  t h e  same fa i t h  and  race as 
the majori ty of Afghans. The  c i t y  i t se l f  had  long been t he  w in te r  

and was regarded  as qu in tessent ia l ly  Afghan, B y  t h e  
of Amr i tsar  in 1809, t he  B r i t i s h  h a d  g i ven  Ranj i t  S i ngh  a 

Pretty free hand  in lands up t o  a n d  beyond t h e  Indus,  o the r  
than Sind. He took advantage o f  t h e  b reak -up  o f  t h e  D u r r a n i  

to  cont ro l  Peshawar f rom a distance a f t e r  1819 b y  



al lowing t h e  Barakza i  s i r d a r s  t o  remain t h e r e  in r e t u r n  for an 
annual  t r i b u t e  a n d  t h e  d ispa tch  o f  one o r  more o f  t he i r  sons as : 
hostages a t  h i s  c o u r t  in Lahore. In e f fec t  t he re fo re  t he  Barakzai 
b r o t h e r s  h e l d  Peshawar e n t i r e l y  a t  t h e  p leasure o f  t h e  Maharaja. 
T h i s  ar rangement  lasted until Shah  Shu ja  was about to  launch 
h i s  campaign o f  1833-34 t o  r ega in  h i s  th rone .  His pressing need 
for  S i k h  s u p p o r t  a n d  for  permiss ion t o  march t h rough  their 
t e r r i t o r y ,  forced h im t o  conc lude a t r e a t y  which formally ceded 
subs tan t ia l  A fghan  t e r r i t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  Peshawar, t o  Ranjit 
Singh, if he  cou ld  dispossess t h e  Barakza i  s i rdars .  So, o n  6 May 
1834, whi le  Shah Shuja  a n d  h i s  a rmy were s t r u g g l i n g  through 
t h e  Bolan Pass e n  r o u t e  t o  Kandahar,  Ranj i t  S i n g h  foreclosed on 
h i s  barga in ,  sen t  a n  a rmy  u n d e r  H a r i  S i n g h  t o  seize Peshawar 
a n d  d r i v e  o u t  t h e  s i rda rs .  Masson was t h e r e  a t  t he  time and 
g ives  a v i v i d  eye-wi tness account (see Chapte r  I X ) .  With a small 
force t h e  S i k h  genera l  h a d  t h u s  possessed himsel f  o f  a region 
which, some yea rs  before, Ran j i t  S i n g h  in person, with 
t w e n t y - f i v e  t housand  men, h a d  no t  v e n t u r e d  t o  retain. As 
Masson remarks:  ' T r u e  it is, t h a t  s ince t h a t  pe r i od  t he  spir i t  of 
t h e  Mahomedans had  become dejected by repeated defeats, and 
t ha t  t h e r e  was, as t h e r e  un i ve rsa l l y  is, t r eache ry  in t h e  Durrani 
camp a n d  counci ls '  ". 

T h e  p r i nc i pa l  object  o f  c lan  t reachery ,  Dost  Mahomed Khanl 
was in n o  pos i t i on  t o  g o  t o  t h e  a i d  o f  Peshawar as h e  was busy 
defeat ing Shah Shuja a t  Kandahar  ( 2  Ju l y  1834). The  loss of 
Peshawar i n f u r i a t e d  Dost  Mahomed, but a n  a t tempt  t o  retake it 
t h e  fo l lowing y e a r  pe te red  o u t  when Su l tan  Mahomed Khan and 
h i s  b r o t h e r s  wen t  so f a r  a s  t o  accept  lands  in the  v i c i n i t y  of the 
c i t y  f r om t h e  hands  o f  Ran j i t  Singh. Hencefor th ,  t h e  Amir of 
Kabu l  a n d  t h e  Maharaja were  implacable enemies, whi le relations 
between t h e  Am i r  a n d  h i s  ha l f  b ro thers ,  t h e  Peshawar sirdars, 
became more s t r a i ned  t h a n  ever.  T h e  loss o f  Peshawar and the 
refusal  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Governor-General  t o  d i s t u r b  h i s  good 
re lat ions w i t h  t h e  Maharaja by bringing p ressu re  t o  bear on  him 
t o  r es to re  t h e  c i t y  t o  t h e  Afghans,  were t h e  main causes of Dost 
Mahomed Khan 's  eventua l  d is i l lus ion w i t h  t h e  B r i t i sh ,  his 
f l i r ta t ion  w i t h  t h e  Russians a n d  t h e  f a i l u re  o f  Alexander 
Burnes 's  mission in 1838. These  were  a l l  f ac to r s  which led  t o  the 
F i r s t  Anglo-Afghan War. It should  b e  sa id  t h a t  t h e  Afghans have 
n e v e r  become reconci led t o  t h e  loss o f  t h e i r  beloved Peshawar 
a n d  i t s  adjacent d i s t r i c t s  which l a te r  became p a r t  of the 
Nor thwes t  F r o n t i e r  Province.  A s terra irridento t ha t  prov ince i s  
t h e  corner-s tone o f  successive A fghan  Governments' agi tat ion for 
a n  autonomous Push tun is tan  wh ich  has so bedevilled 
Afghan-Pak is tan re la t ions s ince l ndependence t o  t he  present 
day.  A s t r i k i n g  ins tance o f  t h e  A fghan  obsession occu r red  when 
K i n g  Zah i r  Shah pa id  a semi-official v i s i t  t o  Pakistan in 196' 



(which was in tended  t o  b e  a b r idge-bu i ld ing  exerc ise)  a n d  f l a t l y  
refused t o  inc lude Peshawar in h i s  i t i ne ra r y .  

The  Kandahar s i r da rs  were  F u r  ( o r  Poor)  D i l  Khan,  Kohim 
Dil Khan, Rahim D i l  Khan  a n d  Meher D i l  Khan; t h e  eldest, S h i r  
Di l  Khan, had d i e d  in 1826. T h e y  were  a l l  full b ro the rs ,  but 
only hal f -brothers o f  t h e  Peshawar s i r da rs  a n d  o f  Dost  Mohomed 
Khan. Masson po in ts  o u t  'how cur ious ly  t hey  were  separated i n t o  
groups, af fected by t h e i r  maternal  descent. A h i s t o r y  o f  the  
Barak Zai fami ly would i l l u s t r a te  t h e  advantages and  
disadvantages o f  polygamy'  2 6 .  T h e  b r o t h e r s  qua r re l l ed  among 
themselves a n d  when Masson v i s i t ed  Kandahar  h e  found  t ha t  two 
separate Du rba rs  were he ld  each week, one by F u r  Di l  Khan  a n d  
the o ther  by Kohim D i l  Khan  27. 

The Kandahar s i r da rs  were as i l l -d isposed towards Dost  
Mohamed as were the  Peshawar s i rda rs .  especial ly a f t e r  he  took 
Kabul. Bo th  g roups  sometimes combined t o  put p ressu re  o n  him, 
by  force o f  arms i f  necessary. Occasional ly t h e y  came to  each 
other's a id in the  face o f  Pers ian and  S i k h  th rea ts .  F o r  
centuries Kandahar had  osci l lated between Persian r u l e  and  
domination by the  Mughu l  Emperors. In 1738, Nad i r  Shah o f  
Persia captured and  des t royed  t h e  f o r t  and  c i t y *  and  la id  o u t  a 
new c i t y  on  a new site. B u t  w i t h  t h e  accession o f  Ahmed Shah 
Durrani in 1747 it became t h e  capi ta l  o f  h i s  Empire. T h e  
Persians, however, had neve r  g i v e n  up t h e i r  claim to Kandahar 
and Herat and t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  rega in  these t e r r i t o r i es  f u r t h e r  
d isturbed the A fghan  scene during Masson's time. 

Herat, as has been said, was now t h e  las t  s t rongho ld  of  the  
Sadozai clan who were  n o t  o n l y  enemies o f  t h e  Barakza i  but even 
hostile t o  the i r  own kinsman Shah Shuja. Shah Mahmud d ied  in 
1829 and was succeeded by Kamran, a s t r onge r  charac te r  until 
enfeebled by debauchery a n d  t h e  opponent  most feared by Dost 
Mahomed Khan. He ra t  was t h e  key  t o  A fghan is tan :  it was soon t o  
become a t ho rn  in t h e  f lesh of  Governors-General of  Ind ia  a n d  of  
Br i t ish Cabinets in London, t h e  cause o f  con f l i c t s  a n d  alarms f o r  
years to  come. 

* They were excavated by the  Br i t ish  Inst i tute o f  Afghan Studies, 
1974-78. 
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CHAPTER I I I : THE GREAT GAME I N  AS IA  

When everyone is dead the Great Game i s ,  
f inished, not before. 

Kipl~ng Kim 

A n a r c h y  in Afghanis tan,  u n r e s t  in Persia a n d  endemic 
m is ru le  in the  Khanates o f  Transoxiana, were  o f  dub ious  value to  
t h e  secu r i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  India.  A f o re i gn  power  m igh t  well take 
advantage of  such  condi t ions t o  create  t r oub le  in India. There 
h a d  been a b r i e f  flurry o f  concern when Napoleon was in Egypt 
a n d  t u r n e d  h i s  eyes towards  t h e  East, a n d  again when the 
T r e a t y  o f  T i l s i t  in 1807 made Russia a n  a l l y  o f  France. But, 
f rom 1829 onwards,  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  lnd ia  became a matter 
o f  ser ious debate in London  a n d  Calcut ta.  A lann as t o  Russia's 
in ten t ions  in Cent ra l  Asia and  beyond  was sparked  o f f  in that 
y e a r  by t h e  T r e a t y  o f  Adr ianop le  which fol lowed t he  defeat of 
T u r k e y  by Russia. T h e  D u k e  o f  Well ington regarded  it 'as the 
death blow to  t he  independence o f  t h e  Ottoman Porte and the 
f o re runne r  of  t h e  d isso lu t ion a n d  ex t inc t ion  o f  i t s  power'. Earlier 
Russian successes against  Persia which h a d  l ed  f i r s t  t o  the loss 
of Georgia, then  t o  t h e  exc lus ion o f  Pers ian vessels from the 
Caspian, a n d  f ina l l y  t o  t h e  humi l ia t ing  peace o f  Turkmanchai in 
1828, h a d  a l ready  caused uneasiness in London. I t  began t o  look 
as  if bo th  T u r k e y  and  Persia would  be fo re  l ong  e i ther  become 
Russian protectora tes o r  would  s u f f e r  dismemberment w i th  large 
por t ions  be ing  absorbed by Russia. T h  i s  unwelcome development 
came closer as  rega rds  T u r k e y  w i t h  t h e  T rea t y  o f  Unkiar 
Skelessi ( 1833) a n d  seemed t o  pose a sharper  t h rea t  t o  Brit ish 
India.  T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  Empire aga inst  Russian 
encroachment now became, a n d  remained during t h e  res t  of the 
cen tu r y ,  a major B r i t i s h  in te res t .  It i s  in t h e  interact ion of 
B r i t i s h  po l icy  towards Russia in the  Near a n d  Midd le  East that 
t he  explanat ion o f  much t h a t  happened in t h e  two  A fghan  wars i s  
t o  be  found. If, a rgued  Palmerston, Russia cou ld  alarm the 
B r i t i s h  in lnd ia  by moves in Persia, why  should n o t  the  Bri t ish 
in lnd ia  alarm t h e  Russians by moves in Afghanis tan? Similarly 
t h e  Russians cou ld  bring p ressu re  t o  bear o n  the  B r i t i sh  in 
Europe b y  making t h e i r  f lesh creep in India. Bo th  sides, the one 
t h r o u g h  t h e  possession o f  i n t e r i o r  l and  l ines, a n d  the  other 
t h r o u g h  sea-power, were  ab le  t o  threaten the  o the r  in either 
d i rec t ion.  Even ts  in one thea t re  cannot therefore  be  understood 
w i thou t  reference t o  events  in t h e  o ther ;  t he  A fghan  wars were 
essential ly a p a r t  of t h e  Eastern Question *'. 



A d i rec t  invasion o f  B r i t i s h  lnd ia  by Russia in t h e  1820's 
was no t  the  most ser ious th rea t ,  but r a t h e r  Russ ian expansion in 
Turkey,  Persia and  Cent ra l  Asia. Well ington t o l d  L o r d  Aberdeen 
that the Russians 'hav ing  t h e  des i re  . . . t o  mix  themselves up 
as principals in eve ry  concern, a n d  h a v i n g  a rea l  i n t e res t  in 
none, I am n o t  q u i t e  ce r ta in  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  most 
i n ~ o n v e n i e n f ~ f o r  u s  t o  deal w i t h  in f r i end l y  terms o f  a n y  power  
i n  Europe' . L o r d  El lenborough, Pres ident  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
Control o f  t he  East lnd ia  Company in 1828, wro te  ' tha t  Russia 
will attempt, by conquest  o r  by in f luence,  t o  secure Persia as  a 
road to  the  Indus,  I have  t h e  most in t imate conv ic t ion.  It i s  
evident t ha t  t he  l a t t e r J . n d  s u r e r  mode, t h a t  o f  inf luence, i s  t he  
one she now selects' . Of f ic ia ls  in B r i t i s h  India,  w i t h  some 
notable exceptions, did n o t  be l ieve t h a t  t he re  was a real  dange r  
of a d i rec t  Russian invasion. T h e y  were  f a r  more  concerned les t  
the spread o f  Russian in f luence  in Persia a n d  A fghan is tan  shou ld  
cause unrest  in India, pa r t i cu l a r l y  among h e r  Moslem 
inhabitants, but also among t h e  p r inces3 '  . Increased m i l i t a r y  
expenditure t o  meet t h e  i n te rna l  t h rea t  m igh t  b e  d isast rous t o  
the finances of  B r i t i s h  India.  In o t h e r  words,  t h e  B r i t i s h  began 
to play the Great  Game in Asia in 1829, less t o  p r e v e n t  t he  
invasion o f  lnd ia  than  t o    re vent b a n k r u p t c y  a n d  rebe l l ion 32 .  

Th is  d is t inc t ion between actual  invas ion a n d  t h e  long-range 
effects o f  growing Russian inf luence, po l i t i ca l  and  commercial, 
was not  always d rawn  b y  those concerned. T h e  so ld iers  tended 
to th ink  in terms o f  m i l i t a r y  campaigns which would bring t h e  
Russians b y  stages e i ther  across t h e  Khanates o f  Cen t ra l  Asia t o  
the Oxus, the  H indu  K u s h  a n d  Kabul ,  a n d  f i na l l y  t o  t h e  Indus,  
or through Persia, Hera t  a n d  Baluchistan.  T h e  c iv i l ians,  
especially t he  Evangelicals a n d  Ut i l i ta r ians,  were  f i rm  be l ievers  
i n  the c i v i l i s ing  value o f  commerce. Accord ing  t o  Cobden 
'Commerce i s  the  g r a n d  panacea . . . No t  a bale o f  merchandise 
leaves ou r  shores but it bears  t h e  seeds of  in te l l igence a n d  
f ru i t fu l  thought  t o  t h e  members o f  some less en l ightened 
community . . . I3" r i t i sh  - a n d  Ind ian - manufactured goods 
were therefore t o  b e  pushed as  h a r d  as possib le in a l l  
directions, even t o  Cen t ra l  Asia where t hey  m igh t  succeed in 
ousting the Russian competi t ion, bringing enl ightment  t o  Bokhara 
and Khiva, and  perhaps  en l i s t ing  t he i r  he lp  in stemming t h e  
Russian advance. 

Both views were somewhat naive. From a mi l i t a ry  
Russia in the  1820's was s t i l l  some 1800 miles from 

the Indus. Of g r a v e r  import ,  t he  rou te  lay  across vas t  deserts,  
long stretches o f  semi-arid t r ac t s  a n d  ove r  formidable mountains, 
with extremes o f  temperatures throughout .  It would have  been 

for  a n  a rmy  o f  t h e  requ is i te  size t o  l i v e  off t h e  l and  
Since surp lus  foodstu f fs  were ra re l y  available. Immense supp ly  
trains would therefore  b e  essential. Moreover lack of  water  fo r  



men and  animals was a n  ever-present hazard. In Afghanistan 
proper ,  t o  move a r t i l l e r y  by any  rou te  was a tremendous task, 
These condit ions were e i ther  unknown o r  scarcely appreciated in 
London and  on ly  guessed a t  in Calcutta and even in Teheran. 
Hence it was possible f o r  S i r  John Macdonald, the  Br i t ish Envoy 
to  Persia t o  wr i t e  in 1829 t o  S i r  Rober t  Gordon, h is  colleague in 
Constantinople, tha t  t he  Russians would easily conquer 
Transcaspia, and tha t  as soon as they  had captured Bokhara 
' the way i s  shor t  a n d  easy from t h e  Oxus t o  the  Indus. The 
Russians would be  astonished a t  t h e  fac i l i ty  o f  the i r  conquestslJ." 

A s  for t h e  Benthamites' fa i th  in commerce, they had given 
l i t t l e  thought  t o  the  quest ion of how the  recipient States were t o ,  
pay  for t h e  imports from B r i t a i n  and Ind ia:  in real i ty they had 
few commodities t o  of fer  in exchange and moreover were 
extremely poor, as Afghanistan s t i l l  i s  t o  this day. 
Ellenborough, however, saw t h e  po in t  a n d  confided to h is  diary 
t h a t  'what t he  Bokharians a r e  t o  send us  in r e t u r n  I do not well 
see, except !yrquoises, lapis lazuli ,  and  t h e  ducats they receive 
from Russia' . L o r d  Heytesbury,  t he  B r i t i s h  Ambassador at St., 
Petersburg, t r i e d  t o  in ject  a note o f  realism in to  the debate. In 
a despatch t o  L o r d  Aberdeen o f  18 January, 1830 he wrote: 
'There cannot b e  the  s l ightest  doubt  that  t h e  attention of the 
Russians has of  late been v e r y  much d i rected towards India, and ' 
t ha t  t he  establishment o f  commercial relations a t  least, with the 
several in tervening States between the  Caspian and the Indus, 
has been for many years a p r imary  object'. A f t e r  g iv ing some 
examples of Russian in te res t  in v is i tors  from those countries he 
said: 'Bu t  whatever w i ld  thoughts may b e  germinating in the 
heads of the  Russians generally, the  Emperor and his 
Government have, I am convinced, too thorough a consciousness 
of t he  real  weakness o f  t he  coun t ry  t o  entertain f o r  an  instant 
serious thought  o f  ever  embarking in so gigant ic a n  enterprise ' 

as the  marching o f  a n  Army to  India . . . I  He went on to 
suggest t ha t  there  was nevertheless cause to  fear the  disruptive 
inf luence of Russian agents, who ' invar iably ou ts t r i p  the orders 
of t he i r  Government1. T o  counter them it would be  expedient to 
place B r i t i s h  agents in Kabul and Bokhara 36. 

However, aroused b y  the  fears caused b y  the Russian 
successes in Persia and Tu rkey ,  and  f u r t h e r  stimulated by 
pub l ic  debate about Russian designs o n  B r i t i sh  India) 
Ellenborough began t o  realise that  detai led knowledge of central 
Asia and o f  Afghanistan was sadly lacking. Maps too were quite 
deficient. 'What we ought  t o  have i s  Information. The f i rst ,  the 
second a n d  the  third thing a government ought  always to have is 
Informat~yn, '  h e  wrote t o  S i r  John Malcolm, the Governor of 
Bombay . Accordingly,  a f te r  a seminal conversation with the 
Duke o f  Wellington o n  16 December 1829, h e  set about obtaining 
rel iable mi l i tary ,  poli t ical, commercial and geographical 



intelligence o n  t h e  coun t r ies  between t h e  Caspian a n d  t h e  l ndus .  
Specifically he was keen t o  h a v e  t h e  l n d u s  surveyed ,  be l iev ing  
that b y  employing steamships it cou ld  become a g r e a t  h i ghway  
for the t ranspor t  o f  B r i t i s h  goods t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  of  A fghan is tan  
and thence t o  t h e  coun t r ies  n o r t h  o f  t h e  O x u s  where  commerce 
was to per form i t s  benef icent  ro le.  

On 12 January  1830. El lenborough 's  v iews were  t ransmi t ted  
by the Secret Committee o f  t h e  D i rec to rs  o f  t h e  East 
India Company t o  t h e  Governor-General :  'We can  ne i t he r  feel 
justif ied in repos ing upon  t h e  good f a i t h  a n d  moderat ion of 
Russia, no r  in permi t t i ng  t h e  apprehens ions h e r  po l i cy  and  h e r  
power a re  calculated t o  exc i te  t o  b e  a l toge ther  done  away b y  
reflection upon t h e  d i f f i cu l t i es  she  wou ld  have  t o  encounter  in 
the attempt t o  approach t h e  l n d u s  . . . We d read  therefore ,  n o t  
so much actual invas ion by Russia, as  t h e  moral e f f ec t  which 
would be produced amongst o u r  own subjects a n d  among t he  
Princes w i th  whom we  a r e  al l ied, by t h e  con t inued  apprehens ion 
of that  event. We look w i t h  d ismay o n  t h e  f inancial  
embarrassment in which we  should  b e  i nvo l ved  by t h e  necessi ty 
of constant m i l i t a ry  preparat ions,  n o t  o n l y  t o  meet a European 
army in the f ie ld  but t o  p r e s e r v e  t r a n q u i l i t y  in o u r  p rov inces  
and in o u r  t r i b u t a r y  states. If such  should  b e  t h e  consequence 
of any approximation o f  t h e  Russians t o  t h e  n o r t h  of India,  i t  i s  
our interest  t o  take  measures f o r  t h e  p reven t ion  of a n y  
movement o n  t he i r  p a r t  beyond  t h e i r  p resen t  l imits. B u t  t h e  
efficiency o f  such measures mus t  depend u p o n  t h e i r  be ing  taken  
promptly, and  y o u  cannot  take  them p romp t l y  unless y o u  a r e  
kept constantly informed o f  e v e r y t h i n g  which passes o n  t he  
Russian f ron t ie r  in Asia, in Khiva,  a n d  in Bokhara  . . . 1 38 

The same despatch announced t h e  gift o f  Eng l i sh  car thorses 
to Ranjit Singh. T h e y  were t o  b e  sh ipped f r om England t o  
Bombay, thence up t h e  l n d u s  in a su i tab le  vessel t o  Lahore  
accompanied by a n  'able a n d  d iscreet  o f f icer ' .  L ieu  tenant  
Alexander Burnes,  who was t h e n  ass is tant  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Resident in Cutch,  Colonel H e n r y  Pot t inger ,  was selected by 
Malcolm for  t h e  task o f  implementing El lenborough's commercial 
policy and sa t i s fy ing  h i s  need o f  intel l igence. T h i s  h e  
accomplished w i th  c r e d i t  a f t e r  considerable in i t i a l  d i f f i cu l t i es  w i t h  
the Amirs of S ind  who were q u i c k  t o  perce ive t ha t  t h e  expedi t ion 
to Lahore was simply a n  excuse t o  s u r v e y  t h e  l n d u s  a n d  t o  s p y  
Out the land in general.  

Short ly  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  B r i t i s h  India,  Bu rnes  of fered t o  
travel t o  Bokhara,  unaware of  London's new i n te res t  in 
Turkestan, and  h is  o f fer  was immediately accepted. Ea r l y  in 1832 
he started on  t he  t rave ls  which made h im famous. So began t he  
first off icial ly sponsored B r i t i s h  jourAey i n t o  Cent ra l  Asia and  
the f i r s t  pract ical  manifestat ion o f  t he  Great  Game. 

The Russian react ion may b e  seen in t h e  re ference b y  t h e  



Russian Foreign Min is ter  in a despatch t o  the Russian 
Ambassador in London to  t h e  ' indefatigable ac t iv i t y  displayed by 
Engl ish t rave l le rs  to  spread d isquiet  among the  people of Central 
Asia, and t o  c a r r y  agi tat ion even i n t o  t h e  hear t  o f  the countries 
border ing  o n  o u r  f ron t i e r  whi ls t  o n  o u r  p a r t  we ask nothing but 
t o  be  admit ted t o  par take  in fa i r  competition the commercial 
advantages o f  Asia. Engl ish i ndus t r y ,  exclusive and jealous, ' 

would dep r i ve  u s  en t i re ly  o f  t h e  benef i ts which it pretends to, 
reap alone; and  would cause, i f  it could, t h e  produce of our ' 

manufactories t o  disappear from al l  t h e  markets o f  Central Asia: 
Witness the  remarks o f  Burnes, and the  tendency o f  English 
t ravel lers  who have followed h i s  jJeps on  the  road t o  Bukhara. 
and  t o  the  v e r y  gates o f  Orenberg'  . 



CHAPTER I V :  EARLY 19TH CENTURY TRAVELLERS I N  
CENTRAL ASIA 

. . . And see the land, what i t  is, and the 
people that dwelleth therein . . . and what 
cities they be that they dwell in,  whether in 
tents, o r  i n  strong holds . . . 

Numbers 1 3 :  18-19 

Dur ing  t he  18201s, Cen t ra l  Asia n o r t h  o f  t h e  O x u s  h a d  
begun t o  be penet ra ted by a few European t rave l lers ,  whi le 
others had t raversed  Persia a n d  A fghan is tan  e n  r o u t e  t o  Ind ia .  
An early t rave l le r  among t h e  Khanates o f  Transox iana was t h e  
Russian, Count Murav iev,  who reached Kh i va  in 1819. He l a te r  
wrote that  the possession o f  t h a t  c i t y  cou ld  g i v e  Russia command 
of the r iches o f  Asia. 'It would  become the  p o i n t  o f  reun ion  fo r  
all the commerce o f  Asia, a n d  would  shake t o  t h e  c e n t r e  of lnd ia  
the enormous commercial supe r i o r i t y  o f  t he  dominators o f  t h e  sea' 4? 

A Russian diplomatist,  Baron  Meyendor f f ,  who h a d  accompanied a 
mission t o  Bokhara in 1820, claimed f o r  Russia t h e  right t o  
develop and c iv i l i ze  t h e  states o f  ~ u r k e s t a n " .  

William Moorcroft,  a ve te r i na ry  su rgeon  in t h e  East lnd ia  
Company service, had  a l imi ted b r i e f  in 181 1 t o  s t u d y  
stockbreeding methods in un t rodden  Himalayan a n d  T ibe tan  
regions. B u t  h i s  a r d e n t  des i r e  was t o  v i s i t  T u r k e s t a n  in o r d e r  
to buy some o f  t h e  renowned b reed  o f  horses t o  b e  f ound  t h e r e  
which i t  was h i s  g rea t  ambi t ion t o  domesticate in lnd ia  f o r  t he  
benefit o f  the  A rmy .  H i s  las t  journey in 1819-25 unde r taken  
without off icial  back inq  took h im there fo re  eventua l ly  t o  Bokhara  
and the steppes o f  Transoxiana. It earned h im t h e  d is t inc t ion  of 
being the f i r s t  Engl ishman since t h e  16th c e n t u r y  t o  g e t  so fa r .  

According t o  a manuscr ip t  note  o f  Masson's w r i t t e n  in 1833, 
a surpr is ing number o f  Europeans h a d  v i s i t ed  Kabu l  in recent  
Years including a Frenchman; a Dutchman; John, a n  Eng l i sh  
artilleryman; Moorcroft;  A lexander  Bu rnes  a n d  h i s  companion D r  
J . G .  Gerard; t h e  w i ld l y  eccent r ic  Reverend Joseph Wolff; a n d  D r  
Martin Honigberger, t he  personal  phys ic ian  o f  Ran j i t  S ingh  4 2 .  Of 
this group the  last-named f o u r  succeeded in reach ing Bokhara as  
of course had  Moorcroft.  A lso o n  Masson's l i s t  were the  
Neapolitan o f f i ce r  Av i t ab i l e  a n d  t h e  French  o f f i ce r  Cour t ,  O n  

their way in 1826 t o  join Ranj i t  S ingh 's  forces in which t hey  
both later rose t o  t he  r a n k  of  General. D r  Har lan  i s  mentioned 
a s  having stayed fo r  a year  w i t h  t h e  Nawab Jabar Khan  in 1828. 



2. En the Hatam\ut, Central A fghonis tan. 



In 1822, too ear l y  fo r  Masson's l i s t ,  two  o t h e r  o f f i ce r s  who 
subsequently became Generals in t h e  S i k h  a rmy,  Ven tu ra  a n d  
Allard, had  t rave l led from Persia t o  Laho re  v ia  Kandahar  a n d  
Kabul. In the  course of t ime Masson met nea r l y  a l l  t he  men h e  
named. 

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  B r i t i s h  t r ave l l e r s  t o  t ake  t h e  over land  - ..- - 

route from England t o  Ind ia  t h r o u g h  Russia a n d  Persia was 
Lieutenant A r t h u r  Conol ly  o f  t h e  Bengal  Cava l ry .  Se t t ing  o u t  in 
1829 he t r i ed  t o  reach ~ h i v a  f r om Asterabad, but was fo rced  t o  
turn back half-way. Consequent ly h e  t r ave l l ed  v i a  Meshed a n d  
Herat, bypassing Kandahar  because o f  t h e  no to r ious  rapac i t y  o f  
the s i rdars,  a n d  thence o v e r  t h e  Bolan Pass t o  S h i k a r p u r  43. H i s  
travels and  h i s  s tay  a t  He ra t  h a d  two  resu l ts .  H e  became 
convinced t ha t  t h e  l ike l ies t  Russian invas ion r o u t e  would  b e  
through Persia and Herat ,  t he reby  turning t h e  f l a n k  o f  t h e  
Hindu Kush, r a t h e r  than  v ia  K h i v a  a n d  up t h e  O x u s  t o  t he  high 
passes o f  t ha t  formidable range. On  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Ind ia  h e  
assisted Char les T reve l yan  in w r i t i n g  r e p o r t s  o n  Cent ra l  As ian 
polit ics and  t r ade  wh i ch  in f luenced t h e  development o f  B r i t i s h  
policy there. Secondly, h e  was appal led by wh3t  h e  h a d  seen of  
the t ra f f i c  in slaves, most ly Persians but also Russians, in 
Turkestan. A deeply re l ig ious man, h e  t r i e d  h a r d  during the  
Anglo-Afghan war  t o  persubde  t h e  Governor-General  t o  mount a 
virtual crusade t o  f ree t h e  slaves in Transox iana a n d  a t  t he  
same time remove a Russian mot ive f o r  in te rven t ion .  Conol ly  was 
reluctantly allowed t o  t ry h i s  hand  w i t h  t h e  Uzbek Khans. H e  
went t o  Khiva,  Kokand  a n d  Bokhara  where  h e  was impr isoned 
and eventual ly executed. A l t hough  Masson a n d  Conol ly  we re  b o t h  
i n  Persia in 1830 t h e y  did n o t  meet until 1840. Masson did n o t  
warm to  the o the r  man. 

William Moorcrof t  a n d  h i s  companion George Trebeck  
perished in 1825 in A fghan  Turkes tan ,  ano ther  area famous fo r  
i ts horses. News o f  t h e i r  fa te  was widely r epo r ted  a n d  long  
remembered. A lexander  Bt r rnes makes numerous references t o  
them and v is i ted  Moorcrof t 's  g r a v e  a t  B a l k h  a n d  Trebeck 's  a t  
Mazar-i-Sharif, t he  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  t r ave l l e r  t o  d o  so. Masson 
records seeing t he i r  names w r i t t e n  o n  t he  wall  of  a cave a t  
Bamian. In 1838, D r  L o r d  a n d  L ieutenant  Wood, temporar i ly  
detached f rom Burnes 's  mission, a lso v i s i t ed  Mazar- i-Sharif  a n d  
recovered most o f  Moorcrof t 's  books. Moorcrof t 's  d i f f i cu l t ies  a n d  
miserable end did a t  least teach h i s  successors a sharp  lesson. 
He had t rave l led w i t h  a l a rge  sum o f  money t o  buy horses, as  
well as valuable merchandise t o  suppo r t  h i s  ro le  o f  merchant.  
This inevi tably gave r i s e  t o  exo rb i t an t  demands for  t r ans i t  dues 
wherever he  went a n d  eventua l ly  aroused t he  c u p i d i t y  of t he  
infari'tous slave-dealing Murad  B e g  o f  Kunduz  who t rea ted  h im 
abominably. Bu rnes  consequent ly took g rea t  care t o  t rave l  as  

as possible. Indeed, soon a f t e r  leav ing Lahore, 



h e  a n d  h i s  p a r t y  gave  away t h e i r  tents ,  beds and  boxes and 
b r o k e  t h e i r  tables a n d  cha i rs .  H e  re l i ed  mainly o n  letters of 
c red i t ,  wh i le  h i s  r e a d y  cash was e i t h e r  sewn i n t o  h i s  clothes or 
d i s t r i b u t e d  among h i s  companions a n d  servants.  In pursuance of 
some admirab le  w r i t t e n  adv ice  f rom General Cour t ,  the party 
d iscarded  al l  t h e i r  European c lo thes and  adopted Afghan 
costume, i n c l u d i n g  'ponderous tu rbans ' .  

In t h e  Preface t o  h i s  Travels into Bokharo Burnes draws, 
pa r t i cu l a r  a t t en t i on  t o  h i s  chosen mode o f  t rave l :  . . . I 
determined t o  r e ta i n  t h e  charac te r  o f  a European, accommodating 
myself in dress,  habi ts,  a n d  customs, t o  those wi th whom I 
should  mingle. T h e  sequel has p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  design had much 
t o  recommend it, t hough  t h e  charac te r  invo lved  us in some 
di f f icul t ies.  I adopted t h e  resolut ion,  however, in an utter , 

hopelessness of s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d isgu ise  o f  a nat ive:  and from 
h a v i n g  observed  t ha t  n o  European t r ave l l e r  has  ever  journeyed 
in such coun t r ies  w i t hou t  suspic ion a n d  seldom wi thout  discovery 
. . . I did not, then,  hes i ta te  t o  appear  among them in  their 
own garb ,  a n d  avow mysel f  a foreigner.  B y  a l l  the  accounts 
which I collected, it did n o t  appear  t o  me t h a t  the re  was any 
jus t  cause f o r  apprehend ing  personal  i n j u r y  o r  danger; but 1 ' 
rece ived l i t t l e  consolat ion f rom my f r iends  in India, who referred , 

t o  t h e  fate of  o u r  predecessors,  poor  Moorc ro f t  a n d  h is  party, 
as  o u r  inev i tab le  lo t '  44 . Bu rnes  a n d  Ge ra rd  did sometimes 
dec lare  themselves Armenians, whi le t h e  master o f  the caravan 
once o r  tw ice  gave  o u t  t h a t  t hey  were H indus .  

Masson had n o  need t o  take  a n y  special precautions during 
h i s  ear l y  t r ave l s  e i t he r  as  rega rds  money o r  costume since he 
was v i r t u a l l y  dest i tu te .  A s  h e  remarks when f i r s t  setting out 
from Peshawar t o  Kabu l  by t h e  unfrequented,  because' 
dangerous,  K h y b e r  Pass: ' [Sadadin ]  v e r y  much wished me to 
accept assistance, b o t h  in money a n d  garments, but I excusd 
myself,  as  I had  exper ienced I cou ld  d o  w i t hou t  t h e  f i rs t ,  and 
as t o  t he  last ,  I h a d  purpose ly  abandoned what I had, to save 
t h e  Kha ibar i s  t h e  t r oub le  o f  t ak i ng  them'4s.  He was soon proved 
right. A s  a r u l e  h e  wore t h e  c lothes o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and was In 

fact u r g e d  b y  A fghan  f r i e n d s  t o  do  so, no t  as  a disguise, but in 
o r d e r  t o  b e  inconspicuous.  

He neve r  t r i e d  t o  pass as a Moslem - always a dubious 
p loy ,  sometimes a h i g h l y  dangerous one, as in the case 
L ieutenant  E ld red  Pot t inger .  In 1837 t h i s  of f icer  traversed the 
r u g g e d  cen t ra l  r ou te  t h r o u g h  t h e  Hazarajat f rom Kabul  t o  Herat 
(whe re  h e  was t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  himself during t h e  siege). Already 
somewhat unconv inc ing ly  d isgu ised as a horse-dealer, he had 
more o r  less famil iar ised himsel f  w i t h  Sunni  ges tu res  a t  prayer# 
but was caugh t  o u t  when in t h e  company o f  some Shias and 
nar row ly  escaped be ing  murdered.  D r  Honigberger  had the 
opposi te experience. A seasoned t rave l le r  who spoke fluent 



Arabic, h e  was accustomed t o  Shia pract ices,  but when h e  
reached Sind by sea h e  was obl iged,  in o r d e r  t o  avo id  detect ion 
at  prayers  of t h e  Sunni  r i te ,  t o  hint t h a t  b o t h  h e  a n d  h i s  
servant were s u f f e r i n g  f rom a loathsome complaint wh ich  rend -  
ered them unfit t o  associate w i t h  p u r e  and  o r t hodox  Moslems46. 
The Reverend Joseph Wolff  coming f rom Bokhara  h a d  successful ly  
slipped past  Murad  Beg, u n l i k e  Moorcrof t ,  but a t  Doab a t  t h e  
foot o f  t he  H i n d u  K u s h  h e  g a v e  h i s  name as Haj i  Yousu f  t o  a 
group o f  Hazaras a n d  t h e i r  mullas. F o r  pass ing h imsel f  o f f  in 
this way as a Moslem who h a d  made t h e  p i lg r image t o  Mecca, h e  
was a t  f i r s t  threatened w i t h  death,  but t h e n  al lowed t o  p u r g e  
his sin b y  su r rende r i ng  a l l  h i s  possessions a n d  e v e r y  s t i t ch  o f  
clothing. 

When A r t h u r  Conol ly  sough t  t o  d isgu ise  himsel f  as a 
merchant, equipped w i t h  t r a d e  goods a n d  spices, f o r  h i s  a t tempt  
to reach Khiva,  h e  was robbed  o f  most o f  h i s  s tock a n d  money 
and only escaped death by t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  h i s  qu ick -w i t ted  a n d  
persuasive, though  peppery ,  companion Saiyad Keramat A l i ,  of 
whom more wi l l  b e  said. Conol ly  the rea f te r  t rave l led  a s  a poor  
man and a Chr is t ian,  d i s p u t i n g  w i t h  mullas as h e  went. H i s  
religious prejudices, common t o  evangelicals o f  t h e  time, a r e  
evident f rom h i s  references t o  t h e  'arch- imposter '  Mahomet, a n d  
to the 'gross a n d  ido la t rous '  supers t i t i ons  h e  found  among t h e  
Russian Orthodox in Moscow. Joseph Wolff de l ibe ra te ly  sough t  
out mullas in o r d e r  t o  p reach  t h e  Gospel and  d i spu te  t h e  
teachings o f  t he  Koran.  T h e  amazing thing i s  t h a t  ne i the r  man 
suffered as a resu l t  - t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  fe l l  among th ieves was 
another matter. Indeed Wolff, fo l lowing Conol ly 's  r o u t e  in p a r t  a 
year o r  two later ,  met mullas who remembered h im w i t h  affect ion. 
It i s  impossible t o  imagine a similar immuni ty  in today's Islamic 
Republic of I ran.  Masson found  t h a t  i t  was a pos i t i ve  advantage 
on occasion t o  dec lare  h imsel f  a Feringhi (European)  a n d  a 
Christ ian: 'Such i s  t h e  repu ta t ion  o f  t h e  Pathans i nhab i t i ng  
these count r ies  [Marwat a n d  Bannu ] ,  t ha t  faqu i rs  a n d  
mendicants a r e  de te r red  f rom en te r i ng  them. Placing m y  t r u s t  in 
Divine Providence, I reso lved t o  commit mysel f  amongst them . . 

I found a company o f  ind iv idua ls ,  seated in a small hut, o r  
shed. One of them conversed w i t h  me a n d  quest ioned me as  t o  
my count ry  and rel ig ion.  O n  be ing  answered, a n  European a n d  
Christian, h e  in formed h i s  companions t h a t  Hazra t  Isa, or o u r  
Saviour, was a n  a s s i l  o r  genu ine  Pathan. T h i s  agreeable 
communication ensured  f o r  me a h e a r t y  recept ion,  a n d  exc i ted a 
l i t t le  cur ios i ty ,  t o  g r a t i f y  wh ich  a f i r e  was k i nd led  t h a t  my 

migh t  b e  t he  b e t t e r  observed. T h e  bes t  enter ta inment  
the vil lage a f forded was produced,  and  in such  quan t i t i es  t ha t  I 
was compelled t o  c r y  qua r te r .  T h e  asser tor  o f  o u r  Sav iour 's  
Pathan lineage, who p r o v e d  t o  b e  a Saiyad, made himself 



par t i cu la r ly  busy,  and  prov ided me w i th  a snug place to sleep 
in, and  p len ty  o f  warm clothing'. 

O f  another occasion Masson wr i tes:  'In my progress to this 
place [ K u n d i ]  I encountered a man, who drew h is  sword, and 
was about t o  sacr i f ice me as a n  in f ide l  Sikh. I had barely the 
time t o  appr ise him tha t  I was a Fer inghi,  when he instantly 
sheathed h i s  weapon and, placing h i s  arm around my waist in a 
f r i end ly  mode, conducted me t o  a vi l lage near a t  hand, where l 
was hospitably entertained' 4 7 .  He was o f ten  taken for  a Moghul 
in Sind, there  being a t rad i t ion in tha t  count ry  that some 
Moghuls were as f a i r  as Englishmen. 



I IAPTER V :  MASSON AS EXPLORER AND GEOGRAPHER. I :  
Fl RST JOURNEY INGS 

Kai Lung professed to have no fear, remarking . 
. . that a worthless garment covered one with 
better protection than that afforded by an army 
of 60 wmen . 

Ernest Brarnah The Wallet of Kai Lung 

The local a n d  in ternat iona l  scene i n t o  wh ich  Char les  Masson 
walked, l i teral ly ,  a n d  where  h e  wandered o r  res ided  f o r  t he  n e x t  
ten years was descr ibed in Chapte r  I I. A t  f i r s t  s i g h t  h e  was 
ill-equipped t o  p l ay  a no tewor thy  ro le  in h i s  new env i ronment :  
absent wi thout  leave a n d  o n  t h e  run, almost penni less w i t h  
barely a change o f  clothes, o n  foot  a n d  i l l -shod, a n d  moreover 
ignorant o f  t he  local languages. B u t  h e  h a d  learned H indus tan i  
during h is  time in t h e  I nd ian  A rmy  a n d  t h i s  he lped h im t o  
communicate as i s  c lear f rom h i s  account  o f  h i s  f i r s t  meet ing w i t h  
Dost Mohamed Khan  a t  Ghazni  who asked what  language h e  
should speak: 'and be ing  t o l d  I cou ld  n o t  converse in Pashto o r  
Persian, he  spoke in those languages t o  those near  him, a n d  
they repeated t o  me wha t  h e  h a d  said in H indus tan i  f o r  I found 
that although h e  well  unders tood t h a t  dialect,  it was h a r d l y  
thpyght becoming in a D u r r a n i  s i r d a r  t o  ho ld  communications in 
it1 . Masson la te r  learned Persian, presumably  becoming f luen t  
in  it du r i ng  h i s  t en  months1 s tay  in Persia a n d  t h e  Persian Gul f .  
He specifically states t h a t  h e  p i cked  up a smat ter ing o f  Push tu  
on the march, indeed h e  even tua l l y  acqu i red  enough Push tu  t o  
understand an  overheard  conversat ion between cer ta in  ru f f ians 
which enabled him t o  avo id  a dangerous t r a p  wh i ch  m igh t  have  
cost him h i s  l i fe. 

His Narrative of Various Journeys i s  n o t  whol ly  easy 
reading. It i s  n o t  h i s  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  a t  fau l t ,  quirky though  it is, 
but ra ther  t h e  mu l t i p l i c i t y  o f  unfami l iar  Islamic names of 
individuals (who  keep popp ing  up in d i f f e ren t  con tex ts )  which 
tax the memory, as  well  as  names of  innumerable 'castles', 
obscure hamlets, h i l l s  a n d  o t h e r  topographical  points,  which 

confusion. Ye t  inasmuch as h e  i s  f r equen t l y  i n t e n t  O n  

Painting the h is tor ica l  backg round  of contemporary events  a n d  
unravelling t h e  appal l i  ngl y complicated relat ionships a n d  i n t r i g u e s  

the leading personal i t ies amongst whom h e  moved, t h e  p le thora 
Proper names i s  easi ly just i f ied.  A s  f o r  t h e  place names, h e  

attempting t o  p r o v i d e  as  much  geographical  a n d  



topographical  intorma t ion  as  possible. H e  also constant ly  employs 
Persian words, whi le  a l l  too many p l an t s  a n d  t rees  a re  given 
local, ins tead o f  botanical,  names. 

A common complaint has been abou t  t h e  scarc i t y  o f  dates 
t h roughou t  h i s  wr i t i ngs .  Worse s t i l l ,  h e  p r o v i d e d  n o  maps which 
would have  c lar i f ied h i s  wander ings  especial ly  where  h e  doubled 
back  o n  h i s  t racks .  He  supp l ied  one  eventua l ly  w i t h  the  fourth 
( 'Kalat ' )  volume of  1843, in response, as  h e  says, t o  public 
demand. T h e  1974 r e p r i n t  of t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  volumes has a 
pe rcep t i ve  l n t r oduc t i on  by Gav in  Hambly. Un fo r tuna te ly  it is  
mar red  by numerous e r r o r s  o f  fact .  Nevertheless, this 
I n t r oduc t i on  does g i v e  t h e  backg round  s t o r y  about  Masson's 
serv ice in the  l nd ian  Army,  h i s  deser t ion  a n d  assumed name. 
Lack ing  t h i s  information, readers  o f  t h e  ear l y  ed i t ions must have 
been as  myst i f ied by t h e  anonymi ty  o f  t h e  Narrat ive of Various 
Journeys , a s  su rp r i sed  by t h e  absence o f  t he  subjective 
accounts of  personal  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  f i n e  descr ip t i ve  writ ing, 
common in ear l i e r  books o f  t rave l .  

Ma sson, however, occasionally d isp lays  h i s  feel ings as for 
instance o n  f i r s t  seeing t h e  r i v e r  Indus,  a n d  l a te r  t he  snow-clad 
Safed Koh  range  in Afghanis tan.  H i s  n a r r a t i v e  moreover becomes 
not iceably more v i v i d  when h e  i s  desc r i b i ng  h i s  a r r i v a l  in or 
r e t u r n  t o  Afghanis tan.  L i k e  o t h e r  t r ave l l e r s  since, he  was 
de l igh ted  w i t h  t h e  marked  change o f  temperature as t he  road 
cl imbed steadi ly towards t h e  6,000 ft. high plateau o f  Kabul. He 
was ent ranced by the  capi ta l  a n d  i t s  su r round ings .  

In sp i te  o f  occasional obscur i t ies ,  Masson p rov ides  a vast 
amount o f  valuable geographical  informat ion,  vivid descr ipt ions of 
men and  places, as  well as  a fasc inat ing ta le  o f  t rave l  and 
adventure.  S i r  Thomas Hold ich g ives  a most appreciative 
account:  'Before B r i t i s h  Ind ian  admin is t ra tors  had  seriously 
t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t ten t ion  t o  t he  A fghan  b u f f e r l a n d  a n d  set to  work 
t o  fill up ' intel l igence' material a t  secondhand, t he re  was a t  least 
one ac t i ve  European agen t  in t h e  f i e l d  who was in d i r ec t  touch 
w i t h  t he  ch ie f  pol i t ical  ac tors  in t h a t  s t range  land  o f  everlasting 
unres t ,  a n d  who has l e f t  beh ind  h im a reco rd  which i s  
unsurpassed o n  the  l nd ian  f r o n t i e r  f o r  t h e  w id th  o f  i t s  scope of 
inquiry i n t o  mat ters  pol i t ical ,  social, economic a n d  scientif ic, and 
t h e  general  accuracy o f  h i s  conclusions . . . It must be 
remembered t h a t  the  Punjab a n d  S ind  were  almost as much terra 
incognita in 1830 as  was Afghanis tan . . .' 

Hold ich goes o n  t o  say t ha t  Masson l i ved  w i th  t he  Afghans, 
par took  o f  t he i r  hosp i ta l i t y  ( indeed depended o n  i t  fo r  h is  daily 
bread) ,  s tud ied t h e i r  ways, d iscussed t he i r  po l i t i cs  and  their 
h i s t o r y ,  and placed himself o n  terms o f  fami l ia r i ty  w i t h  h i s  hosts 
'in a way which has  n e v e r  been imi tated since'. T h e  v e r y  fact 
t ha t  h e  walked much o f  t h e  way, by preference even when he 
h a d  a horse. was o f ten penni less a n d  wi thout  baggage, brought 



him exceptionally close t o  t h e  people a n d  t o  t h e  g round .  I t  
helped, too, t ha t  h e  so obv ious ly  had  n o  u l t e r i o r  mot ive f o r  h i s  
journeyings - t h e  nomadic l i f e  was eve ry th i ng .  

F i f t y  years elapsed, says  Holdich,  be fo re  t h e  footsteps o f  
Masson could be  t raced w i t h  ce r t a i n t y .  N o t  till t he  conclusion o f  
the Second Anglo-Afghan wa r  in 1881 a n d  t he  f ina l  reshap ing  o f  
the surveys o f  Baluchistan,  cou ld  it b e  said exac t l y  where  h e  
wandered during those s t renuous  yea rs  o f  un rem i t t i ng  t rave l .  
Considering t h e  circumstances u n d e r  wh ich  h i s  observat ions were 
taken and  recorded, t hey  a r e  marve l lous ly  accurate  in 
geographical detai l  49. 

Holdich i s  pecu l ia r l y  wel l  qua l i f ied t o  assess Masson's mer i t s  
as a geographer s ince h e  was a d is t ingu ished  f r o n t i e r  su r vey  
officer who had  seen much o f  A fghan is tan  during t h e  Second 
Anglo-Afghan wa r  a n d  l a te r  as  a member o f  t h e  Russo-Afghan 
Boundary Commissions o f  1886 a n d  1895 which  f i na l l y  set t led t ha t  
frontier. H is  account o f  Masson's achievements was t h e  f i r s t  t o  
rescue the exp lorer 's  repu ta t ion  f rom t h e  ob l i v ion  i n t o  wh i ch  it 
had fallen. 

Masson begins h i s  s t o r y  w i t h  h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  Bahawalpur,  t h e  
capital o f  t he  State o f  t h a t  name. He  s tayed  some weeks t h e r e  
and elsewhere in the  State a n d  was well  t rea ted  by t h e  notables. 
They were, however, puzz led what  t o  make o f  a man who h a d  n o  
business t o  transact. A t  Ahmedpur  h e  was ass igned t o  t h e  ca re  
of Rahmat Khan, a Rohil la o f f i ce r  a n d  a former  sold ier  of  
fortune, who had  some exper ience o f  Europeans in B r i t i s h  India.  
They became f i r m  f r i e n d s  a n d  Masson pa id  several  v i s i t s  t o  h im 
during the nex t  few years.  A f t e r  recover ing  f r om a bad  b o u t  of 
fever, Masson was rece ived by t h e  handsome young  Khan  of 
Bahawalpur who sent  h im t h r e e  double-handfu ls  of rupees most 
of which s tuck t o  t h e  f i nge rs  o f  t h e  c o u r t  officials. He  was 
impressed w i th  t he  l u x u r i a n t  cu l t i va t i on  o f  t he  c o u n t r y  and  i t s  
abundant game. He  was equal ly  pleased w i t h  t h e  inhab i tan ts :  
'Although I had  su f fe red  much f rom f e v e r  a n d  i t s  consequences, 
during my stay a t  Ahmedpur  a n d  i t s  neighbourhood, I h a d  e v e r y  
reason t o  be  g ra t i f i ed  w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i t y  o f  a l l  classes of t h e  
People; and  I found  them always disposed to  b e  communicative o n  
Points wi th in the i r  knowledge. 

While s t i l l  a t  Ahmedpur ,  h e  learned t ha t  t h e  Khan  of  
Bahawalpur's ch ie f  min is ter  in tended  t o  move w i t h  a n  armed force 
of some 3,000 men, ho rse  a n d  foot, w i t h  6 g u n s  o n  Dera Ghazi 
Khan in o rde r  t o  exact  t h e  t r i b u t e  d u e  f rom t h e  p e t t y  chief of 

Char near by. A s  t h i s  was t h e  rou te  Masson in tended  t o  
take8 he  marched w i t h  it. T h e  expedi t ion crossed t h e  l n d u s  

Dera Ghazi Khan  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  view of  t ha t  r i v e r ,  
famous for  i t s  associat ion w i t h  A lexander  t h e  Great,  moves h im 
to write: 'It was n o t  w i thou t  emotion t ha t  I approached t h e  r i v e r  
Indus, hallowed by so many h is tor ica l  recol lect ions a n d  now the  



boundary, as once possibly the  parent  seat o f  the  Hindu races. 
I found it, perhaps, near ly  as low as it could ever be; still its 
bed was most extensive, and  a t  t he  po in t  we crossed must have 
been th ree  miles in breadth. The re  were two o r  three boats at 
the fe r r y ,  but the  wide expanse of sand, and  the scanty reeds 
and shrubs fringing the  opposite shores, gave a feature of 
loneliness t o  the  prospect which requ i r zd  the  strength of 
associations t o  relieve. Numerous, o n  the  borders, were the 
t racks  of t igers  which, f rom such tokens, must be ve ry  common 
al though they  are seldom seen and, I learned, seldom do harm. I 
felt, however, a deep in terest  o f  another kind, in reflecting on 
the  people and scenes I was about t o  leave behind, and on the 
unknown lands and  races the  passage o f  t h e  r i v e r  would open to 
my observation. If a feel ing o f  doubt  f o r  a moment clouded my 
mind, one o f  p r i d e  a t  hav ing  penetrated so f a r  removed it, and 
encouraged me t o  proceed fa r the r1  

Three o r  four  miles beyond the  r i v e r  t h e  force entered the 
important town of Dera Ghazi Khan which was situated i n  the 
midst of extensive date groves and gardens. Masson remarks 
tha t  on ly  a few years before it had been the  residence of a 
Du r ran i  governor but was now in a depressed condition. He also 
notes tha t  the  Mahomedan inhabitants complained much of their 
misfortune in being under  Sikh domination, while the Hindus 
joined w i th  them in deprecat ing the  rapaci ty o f  the  Bahawalpur 
chief, who farmed the  revenues from Maharaja Ranj i t  Singh. Both 
part ies also uni ted in reg re t t i ng  tha t  t he  Dur ran i  power had 
passed away. Amongst the i r  former governors they  affectionately 
remembered the  Nawab Jabar Khan, extol l ing h i s  l iberal i ty and 
h i s  humanity . T h e  Nawab was the  hal f-brother of Dost 
Mahomed Khan; h i s  t i t l e  der ived from h i s  former governorship of 
Kashmir. He was t o  p lay a prominent p a r t  in Masson's life in 
Afghanistan. Christmas Day, 1827 was spent in Dera Ghazi Khan 
and Masson enjoyed the  luxur ies of f resh grapes, pears and 
apples b rough t  b y  the  t raders from t h e  orchards of Kabul. 

A t  Dera lsmail Khan, f u r t h e r  up the  r i ver ,  he was 
handsomely entertained b y  the  chief  o f  that  d i s t r i c t  fo r  several 
weeks, but the  weather beginning t o  grow su l t r y ,  and inactivity 
becoming irksome, h is  thoughts tu rned  towards Kabul and its 
brac ing climate. He t rudged on hoping t o  fal l  in with a caravan 
of Lohani merchants, but h e  could obtain n o  rel iable information- 
A f te r  var ious detours in the  company o f  Sikhs and merchants he 
found himself back again in the  v ic in i ty  o f  Dera lsmail Khan. He 
determined to  s t r i ke  across the  h i l l s  alone despite the dire 
warnings from acquaintances o f  the lawless character of the 
t r ibes he  would encounter. Fortunately perhaps h e  met a party 
led b y  a Saiyad of Peshawar o n  the i r  way to  that  c i ty .  In their 
company he  gained the  summit o f  a range o f  h i l ls  from which 'the 
plains of Marwat and Bannu b u r s t  upon the  siqht.  The  numerous 



villages, marked by the i r  several g roups  of trees, t h e  yellow 
tints of the r i pe  corn-fields, and t h e  fantastic forms o f  t he  
surrounding mountains, presented, in the i r  un ion and contrast,  
a splendid scene. In f r o n t  a n d  t o  t h e  west, t h e  d is tan t  ranges 
exhibited a glorious spectacle, from the i r  p u r e  whiteness, 
diversified b y  streaks of azure, r e d  and pear ly  g r e y -  These 
beautiful and commanding features of t h e  landscape were 
enhanced b y  the charm o f  a n  unclouded sky.  I was lost  in 
wonder and rap ture  o n  contemplating th i s  serene y e t  gorgeous 
display of nature . . . I 52 

The par ty  stopped b r ie f l y  a t  Bannu, but the  n e x t  stage, a 
very long one o f  th i r ty -s ix  miles, caused Masson's feet to  b l i s te r  
so severely that a f te r  one more day's march h e  was obl iged t o  
drop behind. He dragged himself pa in fu l l y  t o  Hangu where h e  
stayed for a while. When h i s  feet had recovered, h e  proceeded 
alone to Kohat, a walled town w i t h  a considerable bazaar. 
Between Bannu and Kohat h e  had found t h e  scenery v e r y  
beautiful, the land well cul t ivated, numerous fruit trees and 
abundance of water. O n  t h e  way, h e  had met a force led b y  P i r  
Mahomed Khan, one of t he  Peshawar sirdars,  who had just taken 
possession of Kohat and was about t o  at tack Hangu. These 
manoeuvres were directed, as in the  past  and  in the  future, 
against the growing power and  prosper i ty  o f  Dost Mahomed Khan 
in Kabul. On h is  r e t u r n  t o  Kohat f rom Hangu, where the  chiefs 
had fled across the  h i l l s  to  Kabul, P i r  Mahomed Khan hastened 
back to Peshawar tak ing  Masson o n  h i s  elephant. Masson's host 
a t  Peshawar was Saleh Mahomed whom h e  had met in Kohat: 
'Saleh Mahomed did every th ing  in h i s  power t o  make my 
residence a t  Peshawar as agreeable as possible, and people of a l l  
classes were most c iv i l  and desirous t o  oblige. I made a great  
number of acquaintances; and there  seldom occurred any 
diversion o r  spectacle tha t  I was no t  called t o  witness. The  
change also from a l i fe  of wandering t o  one o f  repose was not  in 
itself disagreeable; and every  scene had t h e  charm of novelty to  
recommend it. The inhabitants, if not so civ i l ized as t o  have lost 
their natural v i r tues, were abundant ly more so than the  rude  
but simple tr ibes I had so long been conversant with;  and as a 
Stranger I had only t o  experience the i r  good qualities. I had 

reason to be  satisfied w i th  them' 5 3 .  T h e  c i t y  had suffered 
considerably from the  Sikhs. T h e  Balla Hissar, once t h e  
favourite residence o f  Shah Shuja, was in ru ins  and  i t s  f ine 
gardens which the Mountstuart  Elphinstone mission had admired 
Was in a neglected condition. 

this time Masson had become confident o f  h is  ab i l i t y  to 
travel long distances o n  foot and alone, i f  necessary, though h e  

attached himself t o  a caravan o r  a single companion, if 
possible. Indeed he often waited many wearisome days for a 
Party to start .  He must also have become aware tha t  h e  



possessed the  happy knack of making fr iends w i th  indigenous 
people o f  high and  low degree. A s  h e  pursues h is  journeys he 
prov ides a pot ted h i s to ry  of  every  place o f  some importance 
together w i th  a n  out l ine o f  i t s  commerce, industry ,  agriculture 
and revenues. He notes local strongholds as well as ancient 
monuments and i s  careful t o  g i v e  distances between towns and 
between h is  route and  prominent landmarks. He follows this 
pa t te rn  th roughout  t he  voluminous pages o f  h is  narrative. 
Holdich jus t l y  remarks tha t  'Nothing seems t o  have come amiss to 
h i s  enqu i r ing  m ind. Archaeology, numismatics, botany, geology 
and h i s to ry  - it was a l l  new to  him - and an inexhaustible 
oppor tun i ty  lay before him. He cer ta in ly  made good use of itlS4. 

It was June 1828 when h e  a r r i v e d  a t  Peshawar and he seems 
t o  have stayed for a t  least a month. A t  length he made 
acquaintance w i th  an equally penniless and footloose Pathan who 
offered t o  accompany him t o  Kabul. They  chose t o  follow the 
Khyber  Pass route - a bold decision in view o f  i ts evil 
reputation. In fact, condit ions had deter iorated o f  late. The 
sections of t he  A f r i d i  and  Shinwari  t r ibes who inhabited the 
eastern and western pa r t s  o f  t h e  h i l ls  over looking the pass were 
notorious for  t he i r  feroc i ty  and the i r  long-indulged habits of 
rapine. Under  the  Sadozai pr inces they  had received an annual 
allowance of Rs. 12,000 o n  condit ion tha t  they  kept  the  pass open 
and abstained from plunder.  T h e  Barakzai s i rdars,  however, to 
whom the  attachment shown b y  t h e  t r ibes to Shah Shuja had 
rendered them v e r y  suspect, cancelled t h e  subsidy, with the 
resul t  tha t  they  threw o f f  a l l  res t ra in t  and  effect ively closed the 
pass t o  the  t raders o f  Peshawar and Kabul. 

Af ter  cautiously crossing t h e  Peshawar plain and keeping at  
f i r s t  to  by-paths i n to  t h e  hi l ls,  they  s t ruck  the  high road of the 
Khyber  near A l i  Masjid. Here they fel l  in wi th  the  f i r s t  people 
they  had met e n  route, some twenty men s i t t i ng  in the  shade of 
t h e  rocks; most o f  them were elder ly and o f  venerable aspect 
who received t h e  travel lers hospitably. News o f  t he  arr iva l  of a 
European soon spread and  many persons came, aff l icted with 
d isorders and wounds. A t  that  time every European was 
expected to  be a doctor and  Masson had t o  assume the role and 
make t h e  most of h i s  v e r y  l imited knowledge. His remedies were 
mostly simple, w i th  an  emphasis o n  cleanliness which seemed to 
be  neglected o n  pr inciple.  He had suf f ic ient  success t o  ensure 
him a welcome whenever he  was called upon to  administer to the 
sick. Moreover t h e  tribesmen here as elsewhere considered their 
hospital i ty well repaid by stories o f  t he  outside world and 
personal contact wi th  a member o f  a race so much heard of, but 
so l i t t l e  known. 

He was s t ruck  b y  a massive monument a t  A l i  Masjid called 
the Padshah's Tope: 'It is  in good preservat ion and consists of a 
massive rectangular base, o n  which rests a cyl indr ical  body, 



3, Mossmfs sketch of o Dorungo Stupa jr! the PekIaiQad Vrtfky. 



terminat ing in a dome o r  cupola; it i s  erected on  the summit of 
a n  eminence. I have noted t h e  existence of another in the plain 
of Peshawar, and  I have heard o f  o thers  in the  Punjab. The 
inhabitants o f  these pa r t s  re fe r  these st ructures to former 
Padshahs, o r  Kings, sometimes t o  Ahmed Shah, but I judge their 
an t i qu i t y  t o  b e  remote. The  stones employed in the Khaibar 
monument a r e  of v e r y  large dimensions, and the  whole has a 
g r a n d  and s t r i k i n g  aspect'55 . Years were to  elapse before it was 
recognised as a typ ica l  Buddh is t  stupa in Gandhara style. 
Indeed Masson was no t  y e t  aware tha t  h e  was o n  one o f  the main 
Buddh is t  pi lgr image routes. Equal ly he did not  dream that i n  the 
course of time h e  would systematically reveal t he  antiquity of 
similar Buddh is t  remains which l ie  t h i ck l y  around Jalalabad and 
t h e  valleys adjoining the  Khyber  rou te  to  Kabul. 

He met w i th  var ious incidents : a t  times treated hospitably; 
on  one occasion robbed. It was A f r i d i  tribesmen, generally 
regarded as f iercer than t h e  Shinwaris, who had been so much 
in need of medical treatment, whereas t o  h i s  surpr ise it was two 
ruf f ians of t h e  la t te r  t r i b e  who pounced o n  him and h is  Pathan 
companion. They  took t h e  Englishman's wrap, but returned his 
book o n  being to ld  it was a pious volume. The Pathan's knife 
was wrenched from t h e  band o f  h is  t rousers.  A l l  that  remained 
to  the  t ravel lers  were t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  copper coins in a 
water-bott le which t h e  robbers missed, and some bread. That 
inc ident  apart ,  Masson managed t o  establish 'a close, if not 
absolutely f r iendly  int imacy w i th  the  half-savage people of those 
wholly savage hi l ls. A n  int imacy such as no other educated 
European has ever  at tained . . . I 56 . This  t r i bu te  is well 
deserved. His character and  personality, combined with his 
obvious pover ty ,  were essential factors in h is  preservation. On 
the  o ther  hand, h e  was fortunate in h is  time. For the next 
decade o r  so, tha t  i s  until 1839, a n  Englishman could generally 
count o n  t h e  respect and  goodwill of t h e  people, o ther  than the 
wildest tribesmen. Thereaf ter  t he  Anglo-Afghan War created a 
total ly di f ferent a t t i tude o n  the  p a r t  of the  Afghan towards the 
Br i t i sh .  

Masson was impressed by the  extensive remains of ancient 
for ts  and bui ld ings o n  t h e  crests of t he  h i l l s  throughout the 
length  of t he  Khyber  which suggested t o  him that  the i r  founders 
must have been much more enlightened and opulent than the 
present inhabitants. He regrets  the  impossibi l i ty o f  inspecting 
them o r  the  great  number of art i f ic ia l  caves cu t  into the 
hi l lsides. His  account o f  h i s  t raverse of t h e  famous Pass ends: 
"I missed my chaddar [w rap ]  a t  night, for  i t s  employment was to 
cover me when I slept, yet,  o n  the  whole, I was pleased with my 
passage th rough the  Khaibar. My companion had instructed me 
on  a l l  occasions t o  appear pleased and cheerful, a salutary 
counsel, and one which stood me in good stead, as d id  the 



indication of pe r fec t  t r anqu i l i t y ,  a n d  imp l i c i t  conf idence in t h e  

good faith of those I fe l l  in wi th" .  
Short ly a f t e r  c lear ing t h e  pass, h e  crossed A fghan is tan 's  

present-day f ront ier  near Dakka  a n d  proceeded westwards towards  
Jalalabad th rough  semi-desert p la ins  bo rde red  by t h e  ~ a b u l  r i v e r  
on i t s  way t o  t h e  Indus.  Opposi te t h e  v i l l age  o f  ~ a s s o w a l  
(Basawal) high steep h i l l s  con f ine  t h e  stream; Masson not iced 
that a t  the i r  eastern ex t rem i t y  were  a ser ies o f  caves w i t h  
triangular entrances. A t  Bassowal a n d  beyond  h e  found 
quantities o f  potsherds s t r ewn  o v e r  a w ide  area. In course  of  
time, Japanese archaeologists5' were  t o  es tab l ish  t h a t  Bassowal 
had been a large B u d d h i s t  cen t re  in t h e  4 th  a n d  5 th  Cen tu r ies  
A.D. w i th  over  one h u n d r e d  caves, most of them ca rved  a n d  
decorated, no t  un l i ke  those a t  Bamian w i t h  wh ich  Masson la te r  
became familiar. B u t  h e  was o n  t h e  w r o n g  s ide  o f  t h e  r i v e r  t o  
examine them and  in a n y  case t h e y  were  t h e n  q u i t e  ou ts ide  h i s  
experience. 

He passed a tope o n  a n  eminence. It was v e r y  p i c t u resque  
and the scenery was so agreeable t h a t  h i s  Pathan companion 
asked him whether t h e r e  were  a n y  spots so charming  in  h i s  own  
country. The  fo l lowing even ing  h e  reached a small v i l l age  whe re  
a party of men were res t i ng  in t h e  shade o f  some t rees  a n d  was 
invited to join them. T h e  ch ie f  man p r o v e d  t o  b e  Kha l i l  Khan  who 
farmed the customs a t  Jalalabad u n d e r  t h e  Governor ,  Mahomed 
Zeman Khan. He u r g e d  Masson t o  spend t w o  o r  t h r e e  days  w i t h  
him: '. . . we were f e r r i ed  across t h e  stream in a boat  a n d  I 
found the Khan's castle, a v e r y  neat  a n d  commodious one, seated 
amid the most l u x u r i a n t  f ie lds  o f  sugar-cane a n d  lucerne,  a n d  
with good gardens, a n d  f ine g roves  o f  t rees  at tached. In t h e  
immediate neighbourhood we re  many o t h e r  handsome castles, and  
the country around seemed q u i t e  a garden. '  Kha l i l  Khan  a n d  h i s  
family were most kind a n d  c iv i l .  A ne ighbou r i ng  landowner who 
was related t o  t h e  s i r da rs  of  Peshawar a n d  Kandahar,  also 
entertained Masson a t  h i s  'handsome seignor ia l  castle. ' 

A t  no g rea t  d istance away, t h e  K u n a r  r i v e r  joins t h e  Kabu l  
river* The Kunar  d ra i ns  t he  mountainous reg ion  of Ka f i r i s tan  
(Land of the In f ide l ) ,  renamed Nu r i s t an  ( L a n d  o f  L i g h t )  a f te r  
Amir Abdur Rahman subdued t h e  c o u n t r y  in 1895 a n d  fo rc ib ly  
converted the in f ide ls  t o  Islam. Masson's comparat ive p rox im i t y  
to this mysterious land  wh i l s t  s t ay i ng  w i t h  Khal i l  Khan  led h im 
to make enquir ies about  i t s  inhabi tants ,  t h e  Siaposh Kaf i rs,  o r  
black-clad infidels, as  t hey  were  t hen  called. Of  t h e i r  o r ig in ,  
languages. re l ig ion a n d  customs almost no th ing  was known:  t hey  
were i n  fact Asia's greatest  ethnological mys te ry  and  remained so 

the next  seventy years. T h e y  exc i ted  cu r ios i t y  by t h e i r  
success in maintaining t h e i r  independence fo r  o v e r  two  thousand 
years: Alexander t he  Great  spared them; t he  o therwise 

march of Islam made n o  impact; a n d  t hey  even forced 



Tamberlane t o  cal l  of f  h i s  determined campaign against them. But 
what i n t r i gued  Europeans most was t h e  prevalence o f  Kafirs with 
b lue eyes and  red o r  blond hair .  Masson was fascinated by the 
subject as were o ther  t ravel lers  o f  h i s  time: Mountstuart 
Elphinstone, Alexander Burnes and  D r  J.G. Gerard. All  of them 
had of course had  a classical education a n d  were thus inclined to 
accept t he  legend tha t  t h e  b lond Kaf i rs  were descended from 
Alexander t h e  Great's soldiers. Each publ ished h is  gleanings and 
h is  views about these st range tr ibes. 

Various local people, H indu  and  Moslem, were brought for 
quest ioning t o  Masson who l istened t o  the i r  'wondrous tales' with 
l i t t l e  benefit. He also spoke w i th  several Siaposh youths who 
were n o  be t te r  informed, hav ing  been kidnapped as children and 
who were anyway o f  low intell igence. He devotes a whole chapter 
t o  the  resul ts  of h i s  enquir ies then and la ter  about these 
's ingular and  secluded people'. One s ingular i ty  was known: they 
used chairs and  stools in preference t o  a rug on the  floor. A S  
for t he i r  seclusion, t h e  precipi tous and  heavi ly wooded interior 
w i th  i t s  numerous valleys a n d  defi les was accessible only on 
foot. St rangers were fo rc ib ly  d r i v e n  o f f  by the  inhabitants who 
l imited the i r  contact w i t h  t h e  outside wor ld  t o  the  bare minimum 
necessary t o  obta in b y  b a r t e r  essential art ic les such as salt and 
cotton piece goods. Hence t h e  lack of any  reliable information 
about them, but as Masson remarks, 'when no one knows, all 
may conjecture' and  we need not  follow him in h is  speculations. 
Suffice it to  say tha t  even today, despite intensive research, the 
racial o r ig ins  o f  t he  Nur is tanis  a re  not  known fo r  certain, while 
the  dialects o f  t he  separate t r ibes which in many cases are 
mutual ly unintel l ig ible from valley t o  valley, have st i l l  not been 
fu l l y  studied. 

Jalalabad was but a few miles distant.  Exceedingly hot in 
summer when Masson f i r s t  v is i ted t h e  town, i t  was a favourite 
resor t  of Afghans in winter.  No sooner was h e  recognised as a 
Feringhi than many hastened t o  announce h i s  a r r i va l  to the 
Nawab Jabar Khan whose good feelings towards Europeans was 
well known. T h e  Nawab, o f  whom Masson had heard high praises 
a t  Dera Ghazi Khan, had recent ly a r r i ved  in Jalalabad with his 
troops t o  gua rd  the  town from invasion by the Peshawar sirdarss 
He received Masson c iv i l ly .  Wonderment was expressed how he 
had go t  th rough the  Khyber  a t  which t h e  Nawab remarked that 
h e  had noth ing t o  lose. A n d  in truth Masson was in rags by 
then. Nevertheless he refused pecuniary help, but did accept an 
offer of a good gu ide  and a horse as far as Kabul. His stay was 
br ie f  and the l i t t l e  p a r t y  o f  three moved up the  h igh ly  cultivated 
and well watered val ley o f  Jalalabad. Masson was charmed: 'Few 
countries can possess more a t t rac t ive  scenery, o r  can exhibit 
many grand features in i t s  sur round ing  landscape. I n  every 
d i rect ion the  eye wanders o n  huge mountain ranges.' To the 



south was the  noble b a r r i e r  o f  t h e  Safed K o h  (Whi te  Mounta in)  ; 
he had previously seen t h e  range  f rom t h e  o t h e r  s i de  nea r  
Bannu and had exto l led i t s  snow-clad beauties. T o  t h e  n o r t h  
beyond the  Kabul  r i v e r  were  t h e  mountains of  Laghman p rov ince  
with those o f  Ka f i r i s tan  beh ind .  

Two days t r ave l l i ng  b r o u g h t  them t o  t h e  v i l l age  o f  
Havizangani where t hey  found  a g r o u p  o f  men s i t t i n g  u n d e r  a 
clump o f  f i ne  mu lbe r r y  trees. T h e y  p resen ted  Masson w i t h  a n  
enormous heap o f  t h e  fruit: 'I h a d  eaten t h e  mu lber r ies  of 
Kohat, Hangu and  Peshawar but h a d  n e v e r  be fo re  seen o r  tas ted 
f ru i t  comparable t o  t h e  present .  I needed n o  encouragement t o  
enjoy the treat. '  One o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  t h e  headman o f  a near -by  
village, to ld h im t h a t  h e  h a d  t e n  w ives  a n d  wished t o  b e  g i v e n  
an aphrodisiac; h e  became impor tunate when  Masson was unable  
to oblige him. T h e  t rave l le rs  h a d  become conscious o f  mov ing 
into a p u r e r  a n d  cooler atmostphere, but a t  Havizangani  ' t he  
change was extremely sensible, a n d  I was in high s p i r i t s  a t  t h e  
certainty o f  hav ing  reached t h e  co ld  c o u n t r y .  Ne i t he r  was I less 
delighted a t  t he  novel t ies shown in t h e  aspect  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  
and i t s  vegetable p roduc t ions  . . . I was n e v e r  t i r e d  of  r o v i n g  
about the low h i l l s  in o u r  ne ighbourhood,  a n d  f o u n d  e v e r y t h i n g  
new and pleasing . . . '58A las ,  d i sas te r  s t r u c k  t h a t  night when 
his book which h a d  s u r v i v e d  t h e  pe r i l s  o f  t h e  Khybe r ,  was 
stolen while h e  s l e ~ t .  

Masson pushed o n  s tead i ly  t o  Kabul ,  but s tayed on ly  two  o r  
three days in t h e  n e i g h b o u r h w d  because cholera was rag ing .  
Furthermore, Dost Mahomed Khan  was encamped ou ts ide  Ghazni  
with an army in o r d e r  t o  coun te r  a n  a t tack  aimed a t  Kabu l  by 
his half-brother F u r  D i l  Khan  o f  Kandahar.  Masson therefore  
determined ' to  lose n o  t ime in proceeding t o  t h e  S i rdar ' s  camp, 
being as cur ious t o  wi tness t h e  proceedings o f  a n  A fghan  a rmy  
as desirous t o  escape f r om t h e  ba le fu l  i n f luence  of  contagion a n d  
disease.' He was well rece ived by Haj i  Khan  ( o f  t h e  Kaka r  
tribe), Governor o f  Bamian, t o  whom h e  h a d  been recommended. 
The la t ter  i n t roduced  h im t o  Dost  Mahomed Khan  a n d  Masson 
records h i s  opin ion o f  t h a t  cont rovers ia l  pe rsona l i t y :  'The 

of  a u t h o r i t y  by Dost Mahomed Khan has been 
favourable t o  t h e  p rospe r i t y  o f  Kabul ,  which,  a f te r  so  long  a 
period of commotion, r equ i red  a calm . . . H e  i s  beloved by a l l  
classes of h i s  subjects, a n d  t he  H i n d u  fear lessly approaches h im 
in his rides, a n d  addresses h im w i t h  t h e  ce r t a i n t y  of  be ing  
attended to. He  administers just ice w i t h  impar t ia l i ty ,  a n d  has 
Proved tha t  the  lawless hab i t s  o f  t he  A fghan  a r e  to b e  
controlled. He i s  v e r y  a t ten t i ve  t o  h i s  m i l ' t a ry ;  and,  conscious i much depends upon  t h e  eff iciency o h i s  t roops,  i s  v e r y  
particular as to  t he i r  composition. H i s  c i rcumscr ibed f unds  a n d  
resources ha rd l y  permi t  h im t o  b e  regu la r  in h is  payments, y e t  



h i s  so ld iers  have  t h e  sat is fac t ion t o  know t h a t  h e  neither hoards 
n o r  wastes t h e i r  p a y  in i d l e  expenses.' 

'Dost Mahomed K h a n  has  d is t ingu ished  himself on  various 
occasions, by ac t s  o f  personal  i n t r ep id i t y ,  and has proved 
himsel f  a n  able commander, y e t  h e  i s  equal ly  well skilled in 
s t ratagem a n d  po l i ty ,  a n d  o n l y  employs t h e  sword when other 
means fail. He  i s  remarkab ly  p l a i n  in at t i re ,  and would be 
scarcely not iced in d u r b a r ,  but f o r  h i s  seat. H is  white linen 
raiment a f forded a s t r ange  con t ras t  t o  t h e  gaudy  exhibition of 
some of  h i s  chiefs . . . In m y  audience o f  h im in the camp at 
Chazni, I should  n o t  h a v e  con jectured h im  a man of ability, 
e i t he r  from h i s  conversat ion o r  f r om h i s  appearance . . . A 
s t range r  mus t  b e  caut ious in est imat ing t h e  character of a 
D u r r a n i  from h i s  appearance merely; a s l i g h t  observer, like 
myself, would n o t  d iscover  in Dost  Mahomed Khan the gallant 
wa r r i o r  a n d  s h r e w d  po l i t i c ian . . . I 59 

T h e  impending host i l i t ies  arose f r om a concerted plan by 
t he  s i r d a r s  of  Peshawar a n d  Kandahar  t o  a t tack Dost Mahomed 
Khan  from t h e  east a n d  t h e  west. P i r  Mahomed Khan's earlier 
foray against  Hangu  a n d  Koha t  h a d  opened t h e  campaign; an 
advance o n  Jalalabad was d u e  t o  follow, hence Nawab Jabar 
Khan 's  presence there. In t h e  event,  negot iat ions took place that 
were so a d r o i t l y  conducted by Dost Mahomed Khan and his 
f r i ends  t h a t  h e  los t  n o t  a n  i n c h  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  demanded from 
him, t hough  h e  did agree  t o  p a y  F u r  D i l  Khan  f o r t y  thousand 
rupees. T h e  Kandahar t roops  has t i l y  re t i red ,  whi le one of the 
Peshawar s i r da rs  who h a d  marched w i t h  them qu ie t l y  returned to 
t ha t  c i t y .  T h e  rupees were  n e v e r  remit ted.  

Cholera had  accompanied t h e  Kabu l  f o r ce  a n d  was causing 
ser ious loss among t h e  t roops  a n d  t h e  inhab i tan ts  o f  Chazni. 'MY 
cu r i os i t y  led me t o  v i s i t  t he  tomb of  t h e  celebrated Sultan 
Mahmud*, and in the  cour ts  and gardens belonging to  it Was 
d isp layed a revo l t i ng  spectacle o f  disease and  misery. Crowds 
poor  wretches had  crawled in t o  them, anxious, poss ib1~1 
res ign  t h e i r  morta l  b rea th  in t h e  sacred spot  - the dy ing  were 
confounded w i t h  the dead - and  almost a l l  were in a state of 
n u d i t y ;  e i ther  t ha t  t he  miserable su f f e re r s  had cast off  their 
own  garments o r ,  as l ike ly ,  tha t  amongst t h e i r  fellow men there 
had been found those base enough t o  p r o f i t  b y  t he i r  forlorn 
state, and to  despoi l  them. Ghazni has numerous ziarats, Or 

shrines,and a l l  o f  them were now so many charne l  houses.' 
From Chazni, Masson and  h i s  Pathan companion (whom he 

never  names) cont inued t he i r  journey t o  Kandahar o n  foot. but 
were savagely t rea ted  by some Chilzais near  Karabagh and h$d 
d i f f i cu l t y  in avo id ing  t h e  a t ten t ion  o f  o the rs  of t h e  same tribe * 

Sultan Mahmud, A .  D.  998- 1030, the outstanding ru ler  of  the Cihaznavid 
dynasty.  



He remained a considerable time in Kandahar where h e  was 
hospitably received by one o r  other  of t h e  Barakzai chiefs. 
Kandahar i s  renowned f o r  i t s  fruit: f igs, plums, apricots, 
peaches, pears, grapes and  melons, but Masson considered i t s  
pomegranates were unsurpassed. He nex t  in tended t o  make f o r  
Herat and spend the  winter  there. His Pathan companion, 
however, was so te r r i f ied  o f  t h e  accounts h e  had heard o f  t h e  
plundering bands along t h e  rou te  tha t  h e  declined t o  accompany 
him and parted from Masson t o  g o  o n  pi lgr image t o  Mecca. 
Nevertheless, Masson star ted ou t  f o r  Herat alone, but h e  on ly  
covered twelve miles before he  was robbed of a l l  h e  possessed. 
He never did manage t o  v i s i t  Herat  despite h i s  claim to  have 
done so (see p. 1 ) .  Retracing h i s  steps t o  Kandahar, h e  then 
left for Shikarpur by Quetta and  t h e  Bolan Pass route, and it 
was on this journey tha t  h e  near ly  lost h i s  l i fe. He committed 
the error o f  allowing t h e  caravan w i th  which h e  was t o  t ravel  to  
precede him, t rus t i ng  t o  h is  being able t o  catch it up en route. 
He fell amongst the  Achakzai thieves o f  t h e  plains, a n d  being 
everywhere known and recognised as a Fer inghi,  h e  passed a 
very rough time wi th  them. They s t r ipped him o f  h i s  c lo th ing in 
exchange for a ragged pa i r  o f  pyjamas, beat him and  took h i s  
money, leaving him 'destitute, a s t ranger  in the  cent re  o f  Asia, 
unacquainted with the  language - which would have been most 
useful to me - and from my colour exposed o n  al l  occasions to  
notice, inquiry,  r idicule, and insu l t  . . . It was some 
consolation to find tha t  t he  kafila [caravan] was no t  far  off; a n d  
with my new companions I proceeded, without apprehension of 
further plunder, having noth ing t o  be  depr ived of'". 

But that night he  nearly d ied o f  cold and exposure. 'The 
cold increasing as the  night advanced, I suffered much from the  
want of clothing: my companions, o n  prepar ing  for sleep, 
furnished me wi th  a quant i t y  o f  wood, t o  enable me to  keep the  
fire alive a t  night,  over  which I was t o  si t ;  I did so, wi th  my 
knees drawn up to  my chin; nevertheless the  severi ty of -the 
cold was seriously felt. Towards morning, my si tuat ion being 
observed b y  a Mogal soldier in the  service o f  Khadar Khan [ t h e  
leader of the caravan] he  came and threw over  my shoulders a 
Postin, o r  great-coat, if I may so express myself, made of the 
skins of dumbas, o r  large-tai led sheep, the  leather excellently 
prepared, a n d  the fleece well preserved. They a r e  the  general 
winter habits o f  al l  classes in Khorasan, and a re  certainly warm 
and comfortable. 

'1  endeavoured t o  r i se  and r e t u r n  thanks, when I found 
thatr what with the heat of t he  f i re  in front,  and the  in tensi ty  

the cold behind, my limbs were contracted, and f ixed in the  
position in which I had been so long si t t ing. I now 

became alarmed lest I should no t  be able to  accompany the  
kofila; nor should I had i t  s tar ted early in the  morning as 



kafilas genera l l y  do; but this, w i t h  a view t o  the convenience of 
t h e  women, did n o t  march  until t h e  s u n  was high above the 
hor izon.  T h i s  was a f o r t una te  circumstance, as the solar heat ,, 

g radua l l y  re laxed  t h e  s t i f f ness  o f  m y  limbs, and  as I became 
warm in wa lk ing  t h e  pa in  lessened. I know  n o t  whether to impute 
my mis for tune h e r e  t o  t h e  presence of t h e  f i r e  o r  t o  the cold. ' 

M y  legs a n d  arms were  covered w i t h  blotches, and at their ) 

respect ive jo in ts  were  reduced t o  a s ta te  o f  rawness. The latter 1 
e v i l  d isappeared in a few days,  but t h e  pains in the limbs 
cont inued t o  d i s t r ess  me exceeding ly  f o r  f o u r  o r  f i ve  months, , 
a n d  have  n o t  whol ly  l e f t  me t o  t h i s  day ,  and  probably never 
wi l l .  T h e  p resen t  o f  t h i s  pos t i n  was undoubted ly  the means of 
m y  preservat ion,  a s  I n e v e r  should  have  been able to have 
passed ano ther  night in simi lar  nudity: and  the cold, I '  
a f te rwards  found, increased f o r  t he  n e x t  e i g h t  o r  ten marches'b2 

A t  Quetta h i s  pa ins  g rew so  in tense  t h a t  h e  was obliged to 
remain there.  He was v e r y  hosp i tab ly  t reated,  in part icular by a , 
weal thy Brahman o f  B i k a n i r  who gave h im some clothes. When he 
was suf f ic ient ly  fit t o  t r ave l  h e  was al lowed t o  join a large 
caravan. W i t h  it h e  t r ave rsed  t h e  notor ious Bolan Pass, dreaded 
for  t h e  roughness o f  t h e  t r ack ,  i t s  na r row  def i les and  i t s  length ' 
o f  s i x t y  miles. 'I cou ld  have  enjoyed t h i s  march under other 
circumstances, but what  w i t h  i t s  length ,  a n d  the  ill condition I 
was in, i t  p r o v e d  a pen ib le  one t o  me. T h e  constant  crossing of , 
t h e  r i ve r ,  a n d  t h e  necessi ty o f  t ramp ing  so o f ten  barefoot, 
nea r l y  exhausted me, a n d  my feet a t  t he  close o f  the journey 
were sore ly  b l is tered.  ' H i s  condi t ion did not ,  however, prevent 
h im from no t i ng  in deta i l  t h e  geography o f  t h e  region and the 
re la t i ve  importance o f  t h e  va r ious  passes, of which the Bolan i s  
in a d i r e c t  l i ne  o f  communication between Kandahar and Silld. It 
also marks  t he  bounda ry  between the  co ld  a n d  t he  h o t  countries: 
' t he  nat ives h e r e  a f f i r m  t ha t  a l l  below the  Pass i s  Hind,  and that 
a l l  above i s  Khorasan. T h i s  d is t inc t ion  is  in great  measure A 

warranted,  n o t  on l y  because the  pass separates v e r y  different 
races from each o ther ,  speaking var ious dialects, but that it 
marks t h e  l i ne  o f  a complete change o f  climate and natural I 

p roduct ions.  A s  we near  Dadar  we behold the akh, o r  milky 
euphorbia;  - n o  p l an t  i s  more un i formly  found a t  the  verge 
t he  t w o  zones: be long ing t o  t he  warmer one, i t  stands as a 
sent inel  over look ing the  f ron t ie r ,  ove r  which apparent ly it may 
n o t  step'  63.  

Once again s ickness ob l iged him t o  lose contact with the 
caravan a n d  again he  was set upon. Twice a n  exchange of  shoes , 
was demanded, but when t he  one-sidedness o f  the  transaction 
was realised, h e  was al lowed t o  keep h i s  worn-out pair* 
Eventual ly ,  a f t e r  los ing h i s  way more t han  once a n d  being taken 
fo r  a n  Uzbek b y  a p a r t y  o f  Ba luch soldiers, h e  caught  UP with 
t he  caravan. T h i s  was fo r tuna te  as  a few marches fur ther  On 



they had t o  cross t he  Dasht  Bedar i ,  a dese r t  t r a c t  o f  infamous 
repute owing t o  t he  numerous robber ies  a n d  m u r d e r s  committed 
on it b y  p reda to ry  bands. T h e  leader o f  t h e  kafila determined t o  
make but one march across it s t a r t i n g  a t  sunset  a n d  mov ing  
throughout the night a n d  t h e  fo l lowing day .  Once during t h e  
day, a cloud o f  d u s t  was observed.  T h e  kafila was hal ted,  t h e  
men with matchlocks assembled, a n d  t h e  horsemen took up 
position in f ron t ;  t h e  camels were also concent ra ted a n d  made t o  
kneel. It was a fa lse alarm; t he  dus t ,  be ing  merely t h e  effect o f  
a whirlwind, subsided, a n d  t h e  journey was resumed. T h e  
unusually severe march across t h e  Dasht  Bedar i  aga in  
aggravated Masson's pa ins  caused by t h e  b i t t e r  night bes ide t h e  
camp-fire and  he  cou ld  n o t  manage t h e  f i na l  stage t o  S h i k a r p u r  
all at once. He there fo re  wen t  qu ie t l y  o n  f r om v i l l age  t o  v i l lage 
alone, well t reated by t h e  peasant ry ,  a mi ld  a n d  unassuming 
people, until h e  reached Sh i k a r p u r .  

'There a r e  several po in t s  abou t  t h i s  remarkable  journey,  ' 
writes Holdich, 'which m igh t  lead one t o  suspect  t h a t  romance 
was not  a l together a s t r ange r  t o  it, were it n o t  t h a t  t h e  rou te  
itself i s  descr ibed w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g  accuracy.  He cou ld  h a r d l y  
have car r ied about  volumes o f  notes w i t h  h im u n d e r  such 
conditions as h i s  s t o r y  dep ic ts ,  a n d  it m igh t  v e r y  well have  
happened tha t  h e  dislocated h i s  topography  o r  h i s  e thnography  
from lapse of  memory. B u t  h e  does ne i ther ;  a n d  t h e  most 
amazing feature of  Masson's tales o f  t r ave l  i s  t h a t  in a l l  essential 
features we knew l i t t l e  more abou t  t h e  c o u n t r y  of t he  A fghans  
after the second war w i t h  A fghan is tan  than  h e  cou ld  have  t o l d  
us before the  f i r s t 1  ". 



CHAPTER V I :  MASSON AS  EXPLORER AND GEOGRAPHER. 
I I: FURTHER JOURNEYS B Y  SEA AND LAND 

The Master of the Caravan: 
But  who are ye in rags and rotten shoes, 
You dir ty-bearded, blocking up the way? 

The pilgrims: 
We are  the Pilgrims Master: we shall go 
Always a l i t t le  fu r the r :  i t  may be 
Beyond that last blue mountain barred with snow. 

James Elroy Flecker The Golden journey to Sarnarkand 

T h e  weal thy c i t y  o f  S h i k a r p u r  ( w h i c h  f igu res  frequently in 
Masson's s t o r y )  was t h e  gateway t o  Baluch is tan a n d  the West. It 
h a d  been a g r e a t  c e n t r e  o f  t r a d e  u n d e r  t h e  Dur ran is  and was 
s t i l l  a n  impor tan t  commercial a n d  manufactur ing town. Renowned 
for  i t s  bank ing  system, i t s  f inanc ia l  c r e d i t  h a d  extended far into 
Cen t ra l  Asia. European t r ave l l e r s  in remote places were glad to 
be  ab le  t o  bo r row  money f rom i t s  agents  against  a promissory 
note. B u t  in Masson's t ime much o f  t h a t  c r e d i t  had disappeared 
w i t h  t h e  cap i ta l is ts  who suppo r ted  it - chief ly  H indu  bankers 
who mig ra ted  t o  t h e  c i t i es  o f  Mu l tan  a n d  Amr i t sa r  as the Sikh 
Power in t h e  Punjab became a n  e v e r  more power fu l  factor in 
f r on t i e r  pol i t ics.  Leav ing S h i k a r p u r  in Feb rua ry  1829, he 
crossed t h e  l n d u s  a t  Sakkar  a n d  f rom R o h r i  o n  t he  east bank he 
moved across n o r t h e r n  S ind  towards Faz i lpu r  in Bahawalpur with 
a n  intermediate s top o f  a month a t  Kha i rpu r .  A feature of this 
stage was t h e  un ive rsa l  hosp i ta l i t y  o f fered by the  vil lagers to 
Masson who, moreover, passed unmolested throughout.  A t  
Faz i lpu r  h e  cal led o n  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d  Rahmat Khan, now in charge 
of  t he  cast le there.  H e  was much cossetted: new clothes to 
replace h i s  much-patched post in,  a bed  t o  l i e  on, and  good food# 
for  h i s  hos t  was somewhat o f  a n  epicure.  Abou t  a month spent 
w i t h  h i s  f r i ends  a t  Faz i lpu r  so en t i r e l y  set h im up tha t  h e  grew 
impat ient  t o  resume h i s  journey t o  Lahore 360 miles away* 
Rahmat Khan  was over-generous.  Hav ing  spent h i s  last  rupees 
o n  a nautch,  h e  h a d  t o  bor row from the  H indus  o f  the  bazaar in 
o r d e r  t o  p resen t  two rupees t o  h i s  guest. On  Masson's ar r iva l  at  
Lahore h e  s t i l l  had ha l f  a r upee  l e f t  a l though  h e  had  l ived very 
well  fo r  weeks o n  t he  road! Meanwhile h e  noted the 
ex t rao rd ina ry  ex ten t  o f  anc ient  r u i n s  a r o u n d  Uch  a n d  related its 
importance t o  t he  days  o f  A r a b  ascendancy. A t  Mul tan he found 
a n  amazing number o f  o l d  Moslem tombs, mosques, and  shrines 



around the  c i t y .  T h e  heat, though,  was excessive. A t  Kamalia, a 
small town o n  t h e  l e f t  b a n k  o f  t h e  R a v i  a n d  some 80 miles s h o r t  
of Lahore, he  bel ieved t h a t  h e  was in a p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
which 2fd been the  scene o f  some of  A lexander  t h e  Great 's  
exploits . A n d  again a t  Har ipah  h e  was conv inced t h a t  h e  h a d  6 6 
found the site o f  t he  ba t t l e  o f  Sangala as  descr ibed  by A r r i a n  . 

On the  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Lahore  h e  acc iden t l y  encountered 
General Al lard, conversed w i t h  h im in F rench  a n d  was i n v i t e d  t o  
stay at  h i s  splendid establ ishments (see page 1 ) . H e  remained 
with the General during t h e  r a i n y  season a n d  was apparen t l y  n o  
longer t roub led about  be ing  recognised. Was h e  n o t  now t h o u g h t  
to be a French-speaking I ta l i an?  H e  did, however,  decl ine 
Allard's o f fe r  o f  a n  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  t h e  Maharaja Ran j i t  S i ngh  les t  
he should be  i nv i t ed  t o  jo in t h e  S i kh  se rv ice  a n d  so lose h i s  
freedom o f  action. A l though  h e  does n o t  say so, t h e r e  was a 
more cogent reason f o r  h i s  caution. Such a n  appointment would  
have been repor ted  by t h e  local B r i t i sh -pa id  newswr i te r  t o  
Captain Wade a t  Ludhiana w h o  was sens i t ive  abou t  t h e  Europeans 
recruited by Ranj i t  S ingh,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  if t hey  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  
deserters from B r i t i s h  India.  

Al lard l i ved  in g r e a t  s t y l e  as  did t h e  o t h e r  European 
general of f icers stat ioned in Lahore:  h i s  immediate ne ighbour  
Ventura who had  conver ted  a Moslem tomb i n t o  a harem; 
Avitabile; a n d  Cour t .  Masson cast  a n  eye  o n  t h e i r  mansions: 
Avitabile's was 'painted in a s ingu la r  a n d  g ro tesque  fashion'. H is  
host was a n  educated a n d  c u l t u r e d  man whom Masson descr ibes 
as universal ly a n d  deserved ly  respected. Of t h e  others,  Ven tu ra  
and Court  were t o  have  a n  important ,  if ind i rec t ,  inf luence o n  
Masson because of  t h e i r  excavat ions o f  t h e  s tupas a t  Manikyala 
the following year.  T h e  f lamboyant General Av i t ab i l e  became 
covernor of Peshawar f rom 1835 t o  1843. When B u r n e s  w i thdrew 
his i l l-fated Mission f rom Kabu l  in 1838, h e  a n d  Masson s tayed 
with Avitabile; A l l a r d  a n d  C o u r t  were  fel low guests.  D u r i n g  the  
First Anglo-Afghan War which s ta r t ed  a t  t he  end  of  t h a t  year,  
General Avi tabi le rendered  s ignal  serv ices t o  the  B r i t i s h  forces 
by his f i rm cont ro l  o f  Peshawar a n d  t h e  approaches t o  t he  
K h ~ b e r  Pass, a n d  t o  ind iv idua l  B r i t i s h  off icers by h i s  
unbounded hosp i ta l i ty  . 

About Lahore, t h e  capi ta l  o f  t h e  Punjab a n d  of t h e  
territories o f  Ranj i t  S ingh,  Masson had much o f  i n te res t  t o  Say. 
He admired the p r inc ipa l  mosques, but deplored t he  condi t ion of  
the Shalimar Garden where t h e  gay  pav i l ions a n d  o the r  bu i l d i ngs  
had suffered f rom t h e  depradat ions o f  t h e  Maharaja who had  
removed much of  the  marb le  a n d  stones t o  embellish t he  re l ig ious 

of Amri tsar.  A s  was h i s  hab i t ,  h e  inc luded a shor t  
o f  the  S ikhs  a n d  t he i r  re l ig ion,  as  well as  a n  account o f  

the remarkable r i s e  of  Ranj i t  Singh. Masson also gave  detai ls  o f  
the revenues and  reserves o f  t h e  S i kh  state, and  a table 



showing the  var ious branches o f  t h e  A rmy  wi th the i r  strengths, 
locations, and  the  names of the i r  commanders, of whom two were 
Englishmen. The 'highly respectable appearance' of the 
Maharaja's t roops was noted and  the i r  uniforms, personal 
weapons, and  pay were described. Masson attempted to assess 
the i r  m i l i ta ry  value, but concluded tha t  o n  the  few occasions 
they had seen service, t he i r  enemies had no t  been o f  a calibre 
t o  establish a cr i ter ion6' .  

When h e  f ina l l y  l e f t  Lahore h e  was in easier circumstances 
and had purchased a horse. He rode south towards Multan i n  the 
company of a young S ikh  s i rda r  who had taken a great liking to 
him. Fal l ing s ick w i th  a fever,  Masson spent a month in Multan, 
st i l l  w i th  the  s i rdar  and  h i s  entourage. From there he largely 
retraced h is  steps and  rev is i ted  several o f  t he  towns he had 
known o n  the  outward journey, inc lud ing Fazilpur where he 
again stayed w i th  Rahmat Khan. Near Larkhana h i s  horse broke 
down, but meeting a fruit merchant o f  Kabul who was delivering 
supplies t o  the  Hyderabad Amirs a n d  had a government boat at 
h i s  disposal, Masson dropped down the  lndus  to Hyderabad. 
There  h e  spent t h e  w in ter  o f  1829-30 agreeably enough. 

In the  spr ing  h e  decided t o  gain t h e  p o r t  o f  Karachi with a 
view t o  making h i s  way t o  Persia as best h e  could. Accordingly, 
h e  went by boat t o  Tatta,  a town of g rea t  an t iqu i ty  and renown, 
but then in decline. From Tatta he  walked to  Karachi where he 
had t h e  grea t  satisfaction o f  seeing the  sea f o r  the  f i r s t  time for 
many years. T h e  harbour  b rough t  t o  h i s  mind another item of 
classical in terest :  ' there being l i t t l e  doubt  that  it i s  the port of 
Alexander, which sheltered f o r  some time the  f leet o f  Nearchus, 
t h e  f i r s t  European admiral who navigated the Indian seas'. 
Burnes, too, found h i s  thoughts turning t o  the deeds of 
Alexander the  Great when he f i r s t  saw the  lndus  delta the 
following year. It i s  d i f f i cu l t ,  he  says, to  describe the 
enthusiasm one feels o n  f i r s t  beholding t h e  scenes which have 
exercised the genius o f  Alexander. 'A town o r  a r iver,  which 
l ies o n  h i s  route, has acquired a ce lebr i ty  tha t  time serves only 
t o  increase; and while we gaze on  the Indus, we mnnect 
ourselves, a t  least in association, w i th  the  ages o f  distant 

Charles Masson sailed from Karachi t o  Muscat and thence in 
a n  Arab craf t  to  Bassadore, then a B r i t i s h  station, where he 
was cordial ly welcomed by the  few of h i s  countrymen residing 
there. Af ter  a time a cru iser  of t he  Honourable Company called 
a t  the  p o r t  and h e r  of f icers were kind enough t o  offer him a 
passage t o  Bush i re  where h e  stayed for  a few weeks 'under the 
hospitable roof o f  t he  late lamented Major Wilson, a t  that time the 
Resident; and a gentleman o f  a mind so superior, that  to have 
possessed h i s  f r iendship and esteem i s  a circumstance of which I 
shall never  cease t o  be proud. I there drew up, from materials 
in my possession, and from recollection, a series of papers 



relating t o  my journeys, a n d  t h e  coun t r ies  t h r o u g h  wh ich  I had  
passed, which were fo rwarded  t o  t h e  Government  o f  Bombay, o r  
to Sir John Malcolm, t h e n  t h e  governor .  I was n o t  aware t h a t  
such use would b e  made o f  them, n o r  am I q u i t e  s u r e  I should 
have wished it; a n d  I doub t  whe ther  i t has  n o t  p r o v e d  more 
hurt fu l  than beneficial t o  me. I may jus t l y  lament t h a t  these 
documents should have  been a r t f u l l y  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  in s u p p o r t  
of unsound views a n d  ambit ious pro jec ts .  I may also b e  
dissatisfied, in a less degree, t h a t  t h e  in format ion they  
contained has served t h e  purposes o f  men want ing  t h e  generos i t y  
to acknowledge it' 6 9 .  T h i s  complaint was d i r ec ted  a t  Burnes .  
These papers were subsequent ly incorpora ted  in t h e  Nurrat ive  
of Various Journeys Vol. 1 ." 

Major Dav id  Wilson fo rwarded  h i s  gues t ' s  papers  u n d e r  
cover o f  a leng thy  despatch da ted  11 September 1830 t o  t h e  
Chief Secretary t o  t he  Government  o f  Bombay. It opened by 
reporting t he  a r r i v a l  o n  13 June  o f  a n  American gentleman a n d  
related Masson1s inven ted  s t o r y  o f  h i s  ten  years '  t r ave l s  f rom 
the United States t h r o u g h  Europe  a n d  Russia t o  Persia a n d  
Afghanistan (see p. 1) . It d rew  a t ten t ion  t o  va r ious  i n te res t i ng  
aspects o f  t he  papers  rang ing  f rom Masson's search for  
Alexander the Great 's  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  Punjab a n d  h i s  success 
in digging up Greek coins i nc l ud ing  one  o f  t h e  conquero r  
himself, t o  h i s  views o n  Ranj i t  S i ngh  a n d  t h e  Sikhs,  t h e  
navigation o f  t h e  Indus,  a n d  t h e  wre tched  cond i t i on  of Sind.  
Wilson also stated t h a t  h e  h a d  s t r o n g l y  recommended Masson t o  
proceed t o  Tabr i z  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  of meet ing t h e  B r i t i s h  M in is te r  
to Persia and o f fe red  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t roduc t ion ,  'conceiv ing t h a t  S i r  
John Macdonald was pecu l ia r l y  wel l  qua l i f  ied, b o t h  from h i s  
Pursuits and s i tuat ion,  t o  d i r e c t  M r  Masson's f u t u r e  enqu i r ies  t o  
objects in these coun t r ies  t ha t  r e q u i r e  elucidation. I conceived 
likewise that  t he  envoy m igh t  have  been au thor i sed  t o  employ 
individuals f o r  such purposes a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  t h e  
necessary means which I h a d  no t1  . He ended by say ing:  'The  
Papers now forwarded were  g i v e n  t o  me by M r  Masson w i t h  n o  
injunction o r  unders tand ing  o f  concealment; h e  i s  per fec t l y  aware 
that I would no t  hesi tate t o  communicate t h e i r  contents  t o  a n y  of  
my friends. I have  l ikewise reason t o  think h e  would b e  f la t te red  
Provided he were g i ven  t h e  c r e d i t  . . . I should no t  cons ider  

just i f ied in communicating them w i thou t  permission fo r  
general publication. I did n o t  think i t  necessary t o  s ta te  d i r ec t l y  

Mr Masson t ha t  I should  send copies o f  these papers,  some of  
which were d rawn  up a t  my  suggestion, a n d  avowedly t o  b e  

t o  some d is t ingu ished  ind iv idua ls  fo r  t h e  
information of t h e  Government, a n d  a l though  h e  mus t  have  t e e n  
aware that  a pub l i c  o f f i ce r ,  s i tua ted  as h e  knew me t o  b e  a n d  

the enqui r ies  I did, mus t  have  done so w i t h  a view to  
the good of the  serv ice.  mas his passage merely re f lec ts  normal 
' An earlier version appeared i n  the Proceedings of the Bornboy Geographical 

Society,  VOI v 1840. 



official pract ice and  i s  a suff icient answer t o  Masson's complaint. 
Wilson could have n o  not ion o f  t he  far-reaching effect of his 

act ion in forward ing t h e  na r ra t i ve  o f  a n  'American gentleman's' 
t ravels.  For  it was these repor ts  tha t  f i r s t  drew the attention of 
t he  B r i t i s h  author i t ies in India t o  Masson's existence and to his 
exceptional knowledge of  t h e  area between the  lndus and the 
Persian Gulf. It was inevi table t h a t  these papers would lead to 
Masson's unmasking. They  would have been in time to be read 
by S i r  John Malcolm before h i s  depar tu re  in December 1830 after 
a d is t inguished career. T h e  Bombay Government were bound to 
have sent a copy t o  Colonel Henry  Pott inger, the Resident in 
Cutch, since h e  was in charge o f  intel l igence work south of the 
f ron t ie r  and was t h e  main source o f  information on Sind. His 
assistant was Alexander Burnes who had  been posted to Cutch 
tha t  year. He probably  read Masson's repor ts  before he set off 
on  h i s  journey t o  Bokhara; h e  was certainly shown them in 
Persia by S i r  John Campbell in 1832 and in London by Lord 
EI lenborough7' . 

Meanwhile, Major Wilson's le t te r  of introduction to the 
B r i t i s h  Envoy t o  Persia ensured a welcome a t  Tabriz for  Masson. 
Hav ing  left t he  Residence o n  23 July, 1830, h e  writes: 'From 
Bush i r ,  a two months' journey led me to  Tabrez, the capital of 
t h e  late Abbas Mirza [ t h e  Hei r -Apparent ] ,  but then desolated by 
t h e  plague. Before se t t ing  out, t h e  sad intelligence of the 
decease of t he  envoy, S i r  John Macdonald, had reached Bushirl 
and I found Major, now S i r  John Campbell, in charge of the 
mission. My  obligations t o  th is  gentleman are  more than mere 
words can express, a n d  f a r  g rea ter  than might  be seemly to 
relate in these pages - yet,  I may b e  permit ted to  record, that 
if my subsequent labours have proved advantageous to science, 
i t  was owing t o  h i s  generosi ty that  I was placed in the position 
t o  prosecute them. With S i r  John Campbell were Mr  now Sir John 
McNeil* and Captain Macdonald, nephew of the  much regretted 
envoy. Nearly,  o r  qu i te  two months I enjoyed the society of the 
f r iendly  c i rc le  at Tabrez, at the  hazard of  acquir ing a distaste 
for the rough pleasures o f  a rude  and rambling life. I then 
accompanied Captain Macdonald to Baghdad, where for some dayS 
we prof i ted b y  intercourse w i th  Colonel Taylor,  the Resident# 
and passed down the T ig r i s  to  Bassorah t (Basra] ,  having been 
joined b y  the late Captain Frank Willock . From  asso or ah we 
gained Karak [ Kargh Is land] ,  which has since become remarkable 
from i t s  occupation b y  a force from Bombay , a n d  then crossd 
over  to  Bushi r ,  where I had the  satisfaction to meet Major David 

* McNeill succeeded Campbell i n  1836. 
t Captain Willock, R . N .  had travelled with Conolly from St Petersburq 

Tabriz.  
+ Sent to put pressure on Persia to lift the siege of Herat. 



Wilson, who was p r e p a r i n g  t o  proceed ove r l and  t o  England. 
Captain Macdonald a r ranged  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  him, and  cap ta in  
Willock and myself took o u r  passages, in a merchant vessel o f  
Bombay for  Muskat, and a pleasant course  o f  e leven days  
brought us to  anchor in i t s  haven. We took up o u r  abode at  t h e  
house o f  Reuben ben  Aslan, agent o f  t h e  Bombay government;  
and a few days were agreeably passed in v i s i t s  t o  t he  Imam and  
in intercouse w i t h  the  inhabi tants .  Cap ta in  Willock h i r e d  a vessel 
to convey him to  Mandavi [ in C u t c h ]  and  I took my passage in 
an Arab bagala [coaster ]  dest ined t o  Karachi .  I sai led t h e  d a y  
preceding tha t  f i xed  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  Cap ta in  Willock, in 
Apri l  1831, and t ha t  excel lent  and  k ind-hear ted  gentleman 
accompanied me t o  my vessel, and  remained w i t h  me until it was 
put under weigh. We par ted,  neve r  t o  meet again' 72.  

So end Masson's b r i e f  remarks  o n  h i s  t r ave l s  in Persia, t h e  
Persian Golf a n d  t h e  pashal ic  o f  Baghdad wh i ch  had  occupied 
some ten months. D u r i n g  t h a t  t ime h e  h a d  met  a n d  become a 
close acquaintance, in some cases a f r iend,  o f  B r i t i s h  
personalities in t h e  reg ion  who were  t o  p l a y  impor tan t  ro les  in 
the formulation o f  po l icy  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  defence of  India;  
notably Campbell, McNeill a n d  Tay lor .  From these contacts  
Masson acquired a b roader  conspectus o f  B r i t i s h  po l i cy  in t h e  
whole region than  had been possib le h i t he r t o .  In add i t i on  h e  h a d  
lived a t  close qua r te r s  w i t h  t h e  cu l t i va ted  Major Wilson a n d  h a d  
had the run o f  h i s  l i b r a r y  a n d  la te r  o f  t h e  T a b r i z  Residency 
l ibrary. Indeed a t  Tab r i z  h e  h a d  h a d  t h e  h e l p  o f  John  McNeill in 
brushing up h i s  Greek in case h i s  researches requ i red  it. H e  
had hobnobbed w i t h  a number  o f  B r i t i s h  a rmy  of f icers a n d  
Company off icials w i thou t  b e t r a y i n g  h i s  o r i g i ns  a n d  h a d  
established the  s t o r y  o f  h i s  U.S. c i t i zensh ip :  a l toge ther  a 
remarkable achievement f o r  a r a n k e r  a n d  deser te r .  Above  al l ,  h e  
had acquired a generous pa t ron  in S i r  John Campbell who took a 
keen interest  in h i s  w o r k  a n d  sen t  h im money a t  i n t e r va l s :  in a 
letter t o  Campbell in 1834 h e  acknowledged t h e  rece ip t  of two  
sums of Rs.500 a n d  said ' f o r  so much goodness I h a v e  t o  r e t u r n  
You my ve ry  best  thanks '  ''. 

From 1831 on, Masson's l i f e  took o n  a new aspect. He was 
no longer a fug i t ive ,  penni less, t r ave l l i ng  o n  foot, a n d  in rags  
as he had once descr ibed:  'My post in,  many years  old, was so 
full of rents, and  so ro t ten ,  t h a t  I was e v e r y  day  occupied two 
Or three hours  in repa i r i ng  it, a n d  t h e  var ious ly  coloured 
threads employed gave  i t  a s ingu la r  a n d  lud ic rous  appearance. 
To add t o  t h e  unseemliness o f  my habi l iments, t h e  d ress  

upon me by t h e  Brahman a t  Shal l  [Que t t a l  was fa/$y 
in tatters, and  my shoes were  absolutely fa l l i ng  from my feet . 
He now had a l i t t l e  money, enough t o  mi t igate  t h e  r i g o u r s  of 
travel; he could a f f o r d  t o  h i r e  a ho rse  o r  camel as  requ i red  a n d  



to  obta in some respectable clothes f o r  special occasions, though ' 

h e  remained ind i f fe ren t  t o  h is dress. 
Helped by s t rong  nor th-wester ly  winds, the vessel on which 

Masson had embarked a t  Muscat made the  voyage to Karachi in ' 
seven days. B u t  h e  was no t  permi t ted to  land owing, as he , 
subsequently discovered, t o  the  presence a t  one o f  the mouths 
of t h e  l ndus  o f  two Europeans anxious t o  proceed to Lahore by 
t h e  r i v e r  route. They  proved t o  be  Lieutenant Alexander Burnes 
and  another young off icer,  in ten t  o n  del iver ing the British 
Government's gift o f  sh i re  horses t o  Ranj i t  Singh (see p. 711. 
Burnes  was in fact in great  trouble. Twice he was refused 
en t r y ,  denied provis ions and  even f resh  water, and each time 
was obl iged to  r e t u r n  t o  Cutch. A vigorous correspondence with 
t h e  Amirs  of S ind ensued. A t  the third attempt Burnes finally , 
succeeded in obta in ing permission to  proceed up r iver  with the 
horses a n d  t h e  heavy carriage, del iberately added on the advice 
of Colonel Pot t inger  in o r d e r  t o  ensure tha t  the consignment 
went by water. T h e  Amirs' main concern was t o  deny knowledge 
of  t h e  l ndus  t o  foreigners. T h e i r  immediate objection, however, 
was based o n  the i r  absu rd  not ion tha t  t he  English were able to 
c a r r y  about regiments o f  soldiers in boxes. Ma sson 
subsequently learned tha t  hav ing  no  boxes with him, the 
opposit ion in h is  case had been wi thdrawn as tantamount to a 
breach of hospital i ty.  Permission t o  land came too late as he had 
already lef t  in the  A r a b  coaster for Urmara o n  the  Makran coast. 
The  violent north-wester1 ies, which were now against him, made 
it a lengthy  passage. From Urmara he  hoped t o  reach Kalat, but 
t he  road was too dangerous t o  t ravel  alone and no caravan 
appeared in the  course of a month. He therefore sailed to 
Sonmiani in another Arab vessel whose home p o r t  i t  was. A s  a 
reputed physician he was held to  be  a pr iv i leged person and was 
not  even asked t o  pay  f o r  h i s  passage. 

A t  Urmara and  Sonmiani he sustained himself b y  practising 
medicine: 'I made some unexpected and  ext raord inary cures, for 
if I felt myself safe, and knew the d isorder  I had to treat, I did 
no t  neglect t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  d o  good, and  my fame so much 
increased tha t  I was v is i ted b y  pat ients from the  distant hills. I 
had a s ingular  case from the  hi l ls,  of a personable female. the 
wife of a wealthy Lumri ,  p a r t  o f  whose face had become white. 
The  husband pro f fe red  two camels if I could b y  my skill induce 
the  r e t u r n  of the  or iginal  tint. I remarked tha t  the lady ivould 
look be t te r  if she became white altogether. They both smiled but 
were no t  to  be persuaded tha t  black was not  a preferable hue':' 

H is  stay a t  Sonmiani was becoming tedious when a party 
Afghan merchants a r r i v e d  from Karachi who offered to take 
him w i t h  them to Kalat, t he i r  home town. One o f  the group 
was the  p o r t l y  and good-natured Kalikdad who was to  Prove the 
staunchest of fr iends. Th is  journey th rough Las Bela and 



Eastern Baluchistan t o  Ka la t  a n d  t he  n e i g h b o u r h w d  o f  Quetta 
traversed unknown c o u n t r y  which remained unmapped f o r  t h e  
next f i f ty  years. However, in such  exper ienced a n d  agreeable 
company, the  journey p r o v e d  unevent fu l  a n d  h e  was ab le  t o  
make a l i s t  o f  twenty-e ight  d i f f e r e n t  t r ees  a n d  p l an t s  which h e  
saw on the road 7 6 .  Masson took a n  immediate liking t o  Kala t  a n d  
to the relat ives a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  h i s  t r ave l l i ng  companions, in 
particular Faiz Ahmed, a cous in  o f  Kal ikdad. One o f  them 
accompanied Masson o n  a l eng thy  excurs ion  t o  Chahi l tan,  a peak 
near Quetta from the  summit o f  wh i ch  h e  had  a magni f icent  view. 
In one qua r te r  h e  saw t h e  'bleak, s te r i l e  p la in '  of 
Dasht-i-bedaulat, which was l a te r  t o  cause d i f f i cu l t i es  f o r  t h e  
Army o f  the  Indus.  

He resumed h i s  s tay  a t  Ka la t  but be fo re  l ong  h e  real ised 
that winter was abou t  t o  se t  in which r u l e d  o u t  a move t o  
Kandahar; fu r the rmore  h e  was s u f f e r i n g  f rom a severe a t tack  o f  
dysentery. Consequently h e  sought  a mi lder  cl imate a n d  decided 
to accompany Kal ikdad who was s t a r t i n g  o n  h i s  annual  business 
t r ip to  Sind. T h e  rou te  t h i s  t ime was v ia  t h e  Mul la Pass which 
Masson describes as  'not  on ly  easy a n d  safe, but may b e  
travelled a t  a l l  seasons'. From Jhal t h e  ca ravan  proceeded t o  
Sehwan, whose a n t i q u i t y  a l lowed h im scope f o r  much speculat ion, 
thence th rough  lower Sind,  pass ing many anc ient  s t r uc tu res  of  
huge stones ( local ly  known as  'gotsl, i.e. k o t  o r  f o r t ) ,  t he  
origin of which h e  was unable  t o  determine. O t h e r  cons t ruc t ions  
he noted, such as t h e  cy l i nd r i ca l  heaps o n  t h e  h i l l s ,  were n o  
doubt Buddhis t  since h e  was t r a v e r s i n g  a p rov ince  wh ich  i s  full 
of the traces of B u d d h i s t  cu l tu re .  O n  near ing  t h e  coast, 
Kalikdad t u rned  o f f  fo r  Karach i  whi le  Masson, p r e f e r r i n g  
Sonmiani, h i r ed  a B u l f u t  ( L u m r i )  camelman t o  conduc t  h im there.  
They shared a camel f o r  t h e  t h r e e  days '  march. A s  t h e  owner 
was in the hab i t  n o t  o n l y  o f  t a k i n g  opium himself but also of  
giving i t  to  h i s  camel, t h e  morn ing 's  r i d e  was sometimes 
Perilously l i ve ly .  

Masson l i ved  o n  t h e  bes t  o f  terms w i t h  t h e  inhabi tants  of 
Sonmiani, as o n  h i s  former v i s i t ,  but f ea r f u l  l es t  a long Stay 
might impair h i s  hea l th  h e  anx ious ly  awaited a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
Proceed again t o  the  no r t h .  A t  l eng th  h e  was ab le  t o  join a la rge  
caravan bound for  Kandahar.  A s  f a r  as  Kala t  i t  followed v e r y  
much the same rou te  t h a t  Masson had taken  before, but t h e r e  it 
divided and he  cont inued w i t h  t h e  A fghan  cont ingent  t o  
Kandahar on  a road new to  him. ~t was s p r i n g  1832 a n d  h e  noted 

numbers of r e d  a n d  yellow w i l d  t u l i ps  a n d  many var ie t ies  of 
the Orch is .  He made t h e  journev bv camel in a kaiawa, (pann ie rs  

on e i ther  side o f  a camel), a n  uncomfortable way of 
travelling, but one wh ich  ensured  h im a g o d  view of t h e  

and a degree o f  p r i v a c y  t o  take  su r rep t i t i ous  notes a n d  
'Ompass bearings. T h e  Achakzai  tr ibesmen, some o f  whom were  



wi th  t h e  caravan r e t u r n i n g  t o  the i r  country  from Bombay, 
behaved w i th  unexpected modesty and  good faith, and belied 
the i r  notorious character ist ics of t ruculence and treachery. In 
sp i te  o f  a cordial  recept ion by h i s  Kandahar friends, Masson 
t a r r i ed  on l y  until h e  could find a caravan bound fo r  Kabul. The ,- 
stages t o  Ghazni were packed w i th  incidents and the 
ex t raord inary  greed of t h e  Ghilzai t r ibes, who l ive along the 1 

road, leaves one astonished tha t  enough was left of the 
merchandise fo r  wor thwhi le  business in Kabul. Masson ends his 
account of t h e i r  behaviour thus :  . . . we had a laughable , 
instance of  t h e  f u r t i v e  ins t inc t  o f  o u r  Ghilzai fr iends afforded by 
a ch i l d  of some seven o r  e igh t  years o f  age, who had detached a 
camel from the  line, a n d  was leading it o f f  before our faces. He 
was detected, but what could b e  done t o  so juvenile an urchin?' I 

Masson was s t r u c k  by the  desolation and degradation of 
Ghazni. He could ha rd l y  believe tha t  it was the magnificent 
capital of t h e  Ghaznavid empire in the  11th and 12th centuries , 
depicted by contemporary wr i ters :  'We look in vain over the city 
for  any traces o f  t h e  splendour which once marked the capital of 
t h e  grea t  Sultan Mahmud.' Eve ry  v is i to r  t o  Ghazni has had the 
same feeling o f  incredul i ty ,  but i t  on ly  testi f ies to  the appalling ' 

des t ruc t ive  capacity o f  t h e  hordes of Genghis Khan. Happily 
l tal ian archaeologists have in recent years uncovered two major 
sites which begin t o  g i v e  some not ion o f  Ghazni's former glory. , 
Masson continues: 'about a mile d is tant  f rom the  town is the 
vi l lage o f  Rozah [Rausa]; contiguous t o  which is the sepulchre 
and  shr ine o f  t he  mighty Mahmud. Th is  has been suffered to 
dwindle away in to  ruin, a n d  the  broken f igures of marble lions, 
wi th  o the r  fragments, alone at test  the  former beauty of its 
cour ts  and fountains' " . T h e  shr ine  i s  to-day unpretentious 
despite some reconstruct ion a n d  the  re-creation o f  a garden, but 
t he  tomb itself,  o f  f ine ly  carved marble, i s  intact. In  asso on'^ 
time, t h e  two famous 12th cen tu ry  Minarets could s t i l l  be climbed I 

b y  in te r io r  steps though wi th  d i f f i cu l ty  and were then taller 
than they  art: now. 



CHAPTER V I I :  KABUL  AND BAMIAN 

I told him [ the  Shah of Persia] that Cabool was 
the paradise of our travels.  

Alexander Burnes Travels into Bokhara 

A few days before Char les Masson's a r r i v a l  in Kabu l  o n  9 
June, 1832, three Englishmen* had  v is i ted  t he  c i t y  : L ieutenant  
Burnes, D r  Gerard and t he  Reverend Joseph Wolff. T h e  f i r s t  
two men were, as we know, o n  t h e i r  way t o  Bokhara;  Wolff was 
on route to Ind ia  f rom Bokhara.  T h e  l a t t e r  had  a l ready noted 
under the date o f  23 Ap r i l ,  1832 :  'We a r r i v e d  at  Saighan; h e r e  I 
learned that two Engl ish  gentlemen had  a r r i v e d  a t  Peshawar w i t h  
fifteen servants, who were go ing  t o  reclaim the p r o p e r t y  o f  M r  
Morecroft's (s ic)  p a r t y  at Mazaur (sic)17'- an  i n te res t i ng  example 
of the efficiency o f  t he  local b u s h  te legraph. In Kabul ,  Wolff had  
predicted earthquakes followed by c i v i l  dissensions and  these 
things knaving come to  pass s h o r t l y  a f terwards,  h i s  repu ta t ion  as 
a prophet was establ ished not  o n l y  in Afghan is tan  but also in 
India whither it preceded him. 

As soon as Masson had  f ound  comfortable lodg ings  in t h e  
Armenian quar te r  close b y  t h e  Bal la H issar  ( t h e  c i tadel  which 
also contained t he  roya l  palace) h e  cal led o n  Ha j i  Khan  a n d  was 
invited to  accompany t h e  f o r ce  t h a t  h e  p lanned t o  take  in t h e  
autumn to the Hazarajat and t o  h i s  f ief  o f  Bamian in t h e  hea r t  of  
the Hindu Kush. Masson accepted as  h e  much wished t o  see t h e  
celebrated ant iqu i t ies  of Bamian. In t h e  meantime h e  h a d  t he  
whole summer t o  exp lo re  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i t s  env i rons.  He  g ives  a 
detailed descr ipt ion o f  t he  delicacies obtainable in the  bazaars, 
not least blanched rhuba rb ,  lamb a n d  let tuce.  Blanched r h u b a r b  
he says 'is much eaten in i t s  na tu ra l  state, s imply w i t h  t h e  
addition of salt, a n d  i s  la rge ly  employed in cookery  w i t h  meat. It 
affords a gra te fu l ,  acidulated re l ish,  a n d  i s  he ld  t o  b e  
Particularly sanative. ~t serves a v a r i e t y  o f  uses, a n d  d r i e d  i s  
Preserved f o r  a n y  leng th  of  t ime . . . T h e  day  of my a r r i v a l  

* Masson writes "Englishmen" i n  accordance with contemporary usage. but  
Burnes and Gerard were Scotsmen. Wolff was a German Jew who became 
a Roman Catholic. He was expelled from Rome for erroneous opinions, 
became an Anglican priest and missionary and married the daughter of 
an earl. I n  1843  he returned to Bokhara to ascertain the fate of  
Stoddart and Conolly. 
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was dist inguished b y  t h e  presence in t h e  bazaar o f  cherr ies ,  t h e  
first-fruits o f  the  year ;  a d a y  o r  two  a f t e r  ap r i co ts  were  seen, 
and in four o r  f i v e  days  t hey  were succeeded by mulberr ies .  
Cherries, I observed, were o f  t h r e e  var iet ies;  a n d  t o  t h e  
Emperor Babur i s  asc r ibed  t h e  mer i t  o f  t h e i r  i n t r oduc t i on  i n t o  
Kabul and t o  which h e  l ays  claim in h i s  memoirs. Ap r i co t s  a r e  o f  
very numerous var iet ies,  as  a r e  mulberr ies;  a n d  a l l  e x i s t  in 
profusion . . . [B lack  g rapes ]  appear  abou t  t h e  e n d  o f  June, 
and continue until t h e  e n d  o f  Ju ly ,  when t hey  a r e  replaced by 
the many var iet ies f o r  wh ich  Kabu l  i s  famous, until t h e  close o f  
autumn, fol lowing each o t h e r  in d u e  succession. Apples,  pears, 
peaches, quinces and water-melons follow. Besides a l l  these 
fruits, there a re  w a1 nu ts ,  almonds and  pistachio.  ' He concludes : 
' I t  is scarcely possib le t ha t  Kabu l  can b e  surpassed f o r  t h e  
abundance and va r i e t y  o f  i t s  f r u i t s ,  and, perhaps,  no  c i t y  can 
present, in i t s  season, so beau t i fu l  a d isp lay  o f  t h e  del icious 
treasures suppl ied b y  n a t u r e  f o r  h e r  c h i ~ d r e n ' ; ~  

He made excurs ions in t h e  course  o f  wh ich  h e  inspected 
various ancient remains and, o f  course, t h e  tomb o f  t he  Emperor 
Babur whose w ish  i t  was t o  b e  b u r i e d  in h i s  beloved Kabul .  T h e  
numerous bur ia l  g rounds  a t tached t o  t h e  c i t y  a t t rac ted  Masson's 
attention: the  d i f f e ren t  sects, h e  notes, h a v i n g  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t  
ones, and even t h e  d i f f e r e n t  classes o f  t h e  same sect. Many of 
the head-stones were several centur ies  old,  in pa r t i cu l a r  one 
with a sculptured m i t r e  deno t ing  a Georgian b ishop  o f  t h e  16th 
or 17th century .  Ano ther  m i t r e  o n  a s tone in t h e  Armenian 
cemetery 'points t o  t he  r a n k  o f  t h e  person deposi ted beneath it, 
although t rad i t ion i s  s i lent  as  t o  h im o r  t o  h i s  age.' Masson 
continues: 'Bu t  the  more cur ious,  a n d  t o  Engl ishmen t h e  most 
interesting grave-stone t o  b e  f ound  abou t  Kabul ,  i s  one 
commemorative o f  a countryman, and  which bears a simple 
epitaph and record,  in l a rge  leg ib le  Roman characters.  T h e  
monument i s  small, a n d  o f  marble, n o t  o f  t h e  ve ry  f requen t  
description o f  upright head-stone, but o f  ano ther  form, which i s  
also common, and  which imitates t h e  fo rm o f  t h e  ra ised sod ove r  
the grave . . . It i s  r a the r  confusedly engraved  a round  t he  
sides of the stone, but r u n s  as  fo l lows: 

Here lyes the body  o f  Joseph H i cks  the  son of  
Thomas H icks  a n d  E ld i t h  who depar ted t h i s  l y f e  
the eleventh o f  October 1666. 

The date car r ies  u s  back t o  t he  commencement of  t h e  r e i g n  
of Aurangzeb, when Kabul  was he ld  b y  one o f  h i s  l ieutenants. 
This monument was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  objects o f  cu r ios i t y  b r o u g h t  
to my notice a t  Kabul, a n d  res id ing  immediately w i t h i n  t h e  gate  



of t h e  Bal la H issar  n e a r  t o  it, I h a d  it in s i gh t  whenever I left 
m y  house o n  a s t ro l l . '  

A knowledgeable g rave -d  i gge r  in formed Masson that he 
unders tood  from h i s  predecessors t ha t  the monument 
commemorated a n  of f icer  of a r t i l l e r y  who stood so high in the 
est imation of t h e  Gove rno r  t h a t  t h e y  were  bu r i ed  close to each 
o t h e r  o n  a cont iguous mound. T h i s  mound and  the monument 
ra ised o v e r  t h e  Governor  we re  po in ted  o u t  t o  Masson by the 
g rave -d igge r  who dec lared t h a t  be fo re  h i s  time the Hicks 
memorial had  been removed a n d  placed ove r  t he  grave of a 
Mahornedan: 'such t rans fe rs ,  however  indecorous o r  indelicate, 
be ing  sometimes madefa0. 

Inasmuch a s  Masson was a ca re fu l  observer  and constantly 
passed t h e  H i c k s  monument, one would  think tha t  h i s  rendering 
of t h e  i nsc r i p t i on  was def in i t ive .  B u t  near l y  a cen tu ry  later, C. 
G r e y  expressed doub ts  a n d  compared it w i t h  o ther  versions by 
Masson's contemporaries: G. T . Vigne, who v is i ted Kabul i n  1836 
(see p.2) a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i ce r s  Capta in  H e n r y  Havelock, Major 
MacKinnon, L ieutenant  William B a r r  a n d  D r  James Atkinson who 
were  t h e r e  during t h e  F i r s t  Afghan War. A l l  t he i r  versions of 
t h e  i nsc r i p t i on  were  w r i t t e n  before Masson published his 
account. Un fo r tuna te ly ,  none  of  them agrees w i t h  Masson, or 
w i t h  each other ,  as t o  t h e  Ch r i s t i an  names of  t h e  deceased or of 
h i s  parents.  T h e  deceased's name i s  var ious ly  g iven as Thomas 
o r  John: h i s  fa ther  f i gu res  a s  William o r  John, a n d  h i s  mother as 
El izabeth o r  Ed i t h  o r  Jud i t h .  T o  make matters worse, Grey 
mis takenly  stated t h a t  V igne  had  shown William as the  Christian 
name of  t h e  deceased whereas h i s  t ransc r ip t ion  actually reads 
'Hicks, t h e  son of  William a n d  El izabeth ~ i c k s ' ' '  . Grey then 
compounded h i s  e r r o r  by seek ing t o  iden t i f y  t h e  deceased with 
William H i cks  'a person  o f  desperate for tunes'  who f igures in  the 
East l nd ia  Company records  as  h a v i n g  served  in the rival 
Cour teen Company a t  G u j r a t  in 1652. 'Soon a f t e r  this man 
disappeared i n t o  Bengal  a n d  was repo r ted  dead, which may have 
been merely a r u s e  t o  escape h i s  cred i tors .  Mahabat Khan, 
Governor  o f  Kabu l  in 1666, h a d  former ly  been Governor 
Gu j ra t ,  a n d  poss ib ly  h a v i n g  t he re  known  Hicks,  had given him 
she l ter  a n d  employment . . . n2  T h i s  in te res t ing  identification 
cannot b e  maintained, however, since none  o f  the reports 
a t t r i b u t e  t h e  g r a v e  t o  William Hicks.  

T h e  g r a v e  was n o t  seen again a f t e r  1841 a n d  was pmbab'Y 
vandalised during the  A fghan  u p r i s i n g  aga inst  t h e  Br i t i sh  forces 
of occupation. As  recen t l y  as  1982, a n  American archaeologist 
rev iewed a l l  t he  w r i t t e n  evidence re la t ing  t o  t h e  Hicks tomb and 
also discovered in the  lnd ia  Off ice L i b r a r y  a n  unattributed 
manuscr ip t  but c lear l y  o f  t he  per iod  o f  t he  F i r s t  Afghan War. It 



has a l ine drawing o f  t h e  tomb dep i c t i ng  eleven l ines o f  t e x t  
spread over n ine  surfaces w i t h  e r r a t i c  d i v i s i on  o f  t h e  words  - 
hence Masson's 'confusedly engraved '  - a n d  p a r t l y  exp la ins  t h e  
extraordinary discrepancies in t h e  Ch r i s t i an  names. Acco rd ing  t o  
this manuscript, t h e  i nsc r i p t i on  c a r r i e d  t h e  names Thomas, John  
and Judith which agrees w i t h  A tk inson 's  vers ion.  E v e n  so, t h e  
identity o f  the  occupant o f  t h e  ear l ies t  known Eng l i sh  tomb in 
Afghanistan remains a mys te r y  8 3 .  

Turn ing  t o  t h e  social l i f e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  Masson pays  a 
striking t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  behav iour  a n d  hosp i ta l i t y  o f  i t s  
inhabitants: 'There a r e  few places where  a s t r ange r  so soon 
feels himself a t  home, and  becomes fami l iar  w i t h  a l l  classes, as  a t  
Kabul. There can be  none where  a l l  classes so much respect  h i s  
claims to  c i v i l i t y ,  a n d  so much e x e r t  themselves t o  promote h i s  
satisfaction and amusement. He  mus t  n o t  b e  unhappy .  T o  avow 
himself so, would be, h e  i s  told, a reproach  upon  t h e  hosp i ta l i t y  
of his hosts and  enterta iners.  I had  n o t  been a month in Kabu l  
before I had become acquain ted w i t h  I know  n o t  how many 
people; had become a v i s i t o r  a t  t he i r  houses, a member o f  t h e i r  
social parties. No ho l iday o c c u r r e d  t h a t  did n o t  bring me a 
summons t o  a t tend  some family c i rc le,  in some o f  t h e  many 
gardens o f  the  c i t y .  T h e  s t r a n g e r  gues t  w i l l  n o t  fail t o  b e  
astonished a t  t he  a t tent ions pa id  t o  h im o n  such occasions. It 
seems as if the  enterta inment had  been express ly  des igned f o r  
him, and tha t  t h e  company h a d  n o  o t h e r  ob ject  t han  t o  
contribute to h i s  gr%t i f icat ion.  T h e  most rigid mind  must admire  
such politeness, a n d  t h e  feel ings which p romp t  i t s  exh ib i t i on '  84. 

Masson speaks w i t h  equal warmth  o f  t h e  s ingu la r  absence of  
religious pre jud ice aga inst  Chr i s t ians :  'It i s  a mat ter  of  
agreeable su rp r i se  to  a n y  one acquain ted w i t h  t h e  Mahomedans of  
India, Persia and T u r k e y ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  re l ig ious pre jud ices 
and antipathies, t o  find t h a t  t he  people o f  Kabul  a r e  en t i r e l y  
free from them. In most count r ies ,  few Mahomedans w i l l  eat w i t h  
a Christian; t o  salute him, even in e r r o r ,  i s  deemed 
unfortunate, and  h e  i s  looked upon  as unclean. H e r e  none of  
these di f f icul t ies o r  feel ings ex is t . '  T h e  considerable Shia 
minority were no t  molested, t hough  occasional ly f i gh t s  b r o k e  o u t  
between them and  t h e  Sunn i  major i ty .  T h e  Ch r i s t i an  Armenians 
Were treated w i t h  more than  to lerat ion;  t hey  in te rmar r ied  w i t h  
Mahomedans and  at tended each o thers '  funera ls  a n d  weddings.  
Though known to  b e  a European, Masson was on l y  once insu l ted  
in the street  when h e  wore  a Persian cap ins tead o f  t h e  usual  
turbano Th is  s p i r i t  o f  to lerance was conf ined t o  Kabul .  O the r  

towns. e s ~ e c i a I I v  Kandahar.  were  a n d  a r e  p rone  to  
Outbursts o f  fanatical re l ig ious and xenophobic behaviour.  * The  

* I t  is not fortuitous that strong Mujahideen resistance to the Soviet 
Occupation has occured at Kandahar. 



Jews, however,  wh i le  to le ra ted  as t o  matters o f  faith, did not 
command t h e  respect  wh ich  was shown to  the  Armenians and 
Masson te l ls  a cu r ious  ta le  o f  a Jew who was stoned to death by I 

Moslems f o r  d e n y i n g  t h e  divinity o f  Ch r i s t ,  a f te r  the Armenians 
had decl ined t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  pun ishment  

In September, Masson jo ined Haj i  Khan's expeditionary \ 
force. A so ld ier  o f  f o r t u n e  who h a d  rendered Dost Mahomed 
Khan  useful  service, Ha j i  Khan  h a d  become v e r y  influential and 
power fu l .  He was ambit ious a n d  unscrupulous;  h i s  intrigues and 
egregious ac ts  of  d i s loya l t y  t o  Dost  Mahomed Khan persisted - 
t h roughou t  Massonts time. When Masson s tar ted out  for the 
A fghan  camp, h e  knew n o t h i n g  o f  Haj i  Khan's polit ical views and, 
ideas a n d  was equal ly  i gno ran t  o f  h i s  real  character, believing 
t he  common r e p o r t  t ha t  h e  was a ga l l -n t  soldier, a firm friend ' 
a n d  a man of  truth. Masson's sole aim was t o  examine under 
favourable c i rcumstances t h e  an t iqu i t i es  o f  Bamian. A t  that time 
Bamian was separated f rom Kabu l  t e r r i t o r y  b y  t he  whole breadth 
of  t h e  Besud c o u n t r y  wh ich  was control led by a 
semi-independent Hazara chief, M i r  Yezdanbaksh. Beyond ; 
Bamian, t h e  A k  Robat Pass def ined t h e  no r t he rn  frontier of , 
Kabul ,  beyond  wh ich  aga in  were  more semi-independent 
chief ta ins,  o f  whom the  most power fu l  was t h e  Uzbek, Murad Beg 
o f  Kunduz  (see p .23) .  Ano the r  was t h e  w i l y  Taj ik chief, 
Mahomed A l i  Beg  o f  Saighan, notor ious fo r  h i s  slave-raiding 
act iv i t ies  against t he  Hazaras. Masson devotes 173 pages to hi5 
experiences w i t h  t h e  expedi t ion,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  an account of past 
events  which led up to  i t s  incept ion.  T h e  mi l i t a ry  aspects hardly 
concern us;  t he  geographical  resu l t s  were author i tat ive for at 
least a cen tu r y .  The  p r ime in te res t  lies in Massonts close-up 
view of  the behav iour  o f  the  Afghans,  Hazaras and Uzbeks, and 
the rappo r t  he achieved w i t h  them. 

Masson found  i t impossible t o  determine what were the rea' 
in tent ions o f  Haj i  Khan  o n  quitting Kabul. The  ostensible 
purpose  was t o  col lect t h e  t r i b u t e  d u e  from the  Hazaras. But 
Haj i  Khan  was well  aware t h a t  h e  h a d  become a n  object Of 

suspicion t o  Dost  Mahomed Khan; h e  may have considered it 
possib le t o  become independent  a t  Bamian in alliance with Mir 
Yezdanbaksh o r  w i t h  t h e  ch ie f  o f  Kunduz .  H is  f i r s t  aim was 
bring Saighan unde r  h i s  control .  Therea f te r  h e  could turn 
against  M i r  Yezdanbaksh who had  become an  over-mighty 
subject, a n d  des t roy  him. F ina l ly ,  if Shah Shuja were again 
a t tempt  t o  rega in  h i s  throne, as  Kabu l  rumour  had it. Haj i  
Khan. in possession o f  Bamian a n d  commanding the  resources Of 

Besud, would b e  in a pos i t ion t o  r ende r  t h e  res tored monarch a" 
impor tant  service. A n  al l iance w i t h  M i r  ~ e z d a n b a k s h  
concluded o n  t h e  basis o f  a jo in t  a t tack against  Saighan and the 
combined force, cons is t ing o f  2.000 Hazara cava l ry  and 
Afghan t roops w i t h  two guns,  marched t h r o u g h  Besud. 



The s tory  o f  t h e  da i l y  p rog ress  o f  t h e  o r ien ta l  camp w i t h  
its rnedley of re ta iners :  physic ian,  apothecary,  mullas, ta i lo rs  
and musicians, a n d  t h e  nightly discussions w i t h  t h e  ta l ka t i ve  
Haji Khan, i s  well told. Masson ev iden t l y  exerc ised considerable 
influence over  h i s  A fghan  a n d  Hazara acquaintances,  a n d  h e  i s  
no doubt just i f ied in h i s  claim t o  have  p reven ted  more than  one 
serious row ove r  payment f o r  suppl ies  demanded f rom t h e  
unfortunate peasants. T h e  two  g u n s  were  d r a g g e d  a long b y  
forced Hazara labour, e i g h t y  men be ing  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t he  smaller, 
and two hundred f o r  t h e  l a rge r ,  ass is ted by a n  elephant.  I n  the  
course of i t s  progress,  t h e  a rmy  camped in t h e  val ley conta in ing 
the sources o f  t he  Logar  r i v e r .  Near  these s p r i n g s  is  t he  
remarkable Azdha (Dragon)  o f  Besud, accord ing  t o  legend t he  
petrified rema ins o f  a d ragon  wh ich  t e r r i f i e d  t h e  ne ighbourhood 
until slain b y  Hazrat  A l i  ( cous in  a n d  son-in-law o f  t he  Prophet )  
- actually a whi te  volcanic format ion s t r e t ch ing  f o r  a b o u t  170 
yards and exhal ing su lphurous odours.  T h e  vivid r e d  rock  w i t h  
its springs around t h e  dragon 's  head i s  imagined t o  b e  t i nged  
with i ts  blood. Ano ther  d r a g o n  near Bamian which Masson also 
saw i s  even more imposing in size, but less real is t ic .  Bo th  a r e  
frequently v is i ted by p i lgr ims.  A f t e r  more long  marches the  
force crossed the  Helmand, mak ing  f o r  Bamian. T h i s  move closed 
the bloodless Besud expedi t ion during wh ich  Haj  i Khan  increased 
by half the t r i b u t e  p a i d  in p rev ious  years  a n d  won t he  
confidence o f  the  Hazaras by h i s  f r i e n d l y  manners a n d  h i s  g i f ts .  

It was now ear l y  w in te r  a n d  t h e  f rozen  snow made t h e  
Passes s l ippery  a n d  d i f f i cu l t .  Masson was impressed by t h e  
mountainous landscape a l l  a round  him, in pa r t i cu l a r  by t h e  
Koh-i-Baba range wh ich  i s  c rowned by a peak r i s i n g  t o  16,244 
feet, the h ighest  in t h e  H i n d u  Kush.  In t h e  beaut i fu l  a n d  serene 
valley of Bamian h e  camped opposi te t h e  two  colossal Buddhas.  
180 f t  and 125  ft high respect ive ly ,  ca rved  ou t  o f  t h e  face o t  
the sandstone c l i f f .  H i s  stay was r a t h e r  s h o r t  a n d  h e  had  less 
time than he  had  hoped t o  examine t h e  ' idols'  a n d  some of  t h e  
many caves 'so much t he  objects o f  European cur ios i ty ' .  O n  h i s  
return t o  Bamian f rom t h e  a t tack  o n  Saighan, f u r t h e r  research 
was f rus t ra ted by t h e  onset of one o f  t h e  most in tense w in te rs  
within memory. He na tu ra l l y  supposed t ha t  t he re  would b e  
another oppor tun i t y  t o  resume h i s  invest igat ions,  but t o  h i s  
lasting regre t  h e  was neve r  able t o  d o  so. He doub ted  whether  
the statues were Buddhas  a n d  would have  been su rp r i sed  t o  
learn that  Hsuan Tsang, t h e  Chinese p i lg r im,  h a d  found t e n  
monasteries w i t h  o v e r  1,000 monks in Bamian a t  t he  t ime of h i s  
visit in A.D. 632. Masson's v iews o n  Bamian a r e  discussed in a 
later chapter. 

Haji Khan, w i t h  Masson a t  h i s  side, marched a n d  
=ounter-rnarched t h r o u g h  t h e  va l leys a n d  o v e r  t h e  passes of  t h e  
Hindu Kush. B u t  ins tead of  des t roy i ng  t h e  Saighan opposit ion. 



as h e  h a d  f r equen t l y  vowed t o  do, h e  ar ranged a truce with 
Mohamed A l i  Beg  a n d  mar r i ed  one o f  h i s  daughters. The next 
s tep was t o  subdue  Kamard, ano ther  small khanate, but this 
p r o v e d  unexpected ly  d i f f i c u l t .  However, t he  Hazara forces had , 

made t h e  fatal e r r o r  o f  s p l i t t i n g  i n t o  t h ree  detached bodies and : 
Ha j i  Khan  jumped a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  commit a n  act of foul 
t reachery .  H e  seized Yezdanbaksh a n d  a f t e r  dragg ing him about 
u n d e r  c i rcumstances o f  g r e a t  indignity, h e  f ina l ly  executed him. 
T h e  Hazara t roops  scat tered;  t h e i r  camp was looted, whilst those 
cap tu red  were  s t r i pped  a n d  made slaves. T h e  savage barbarity of 
these proceedings,  especial ly t h e  method o f  execution of 
Yezdanbaksh by means o f  a r ope  r o u n d  t h e  vict im's neck the two 
ends of  wh ich  were hau led  tight by relat ives under duress, 
d i sgus ted  Masson deeply.  The rea f t e r  h e  shows an obvious 
d ispos i t ion t o  p a r t  company w i t h  h i s  t reacherous host. 

Winter had  f a i r l y  set in and  Haj i  Khan  sett led down in the 
f o r t  of  Saidabad near  Bamian, a s t r o n g l y  built construction of 
burnt b r i c k s  o f  immense size, which Masson believed to have 
been built b y  t he  Arabs .  A l t hough  a t  an a l t i tude o f  8,2008 feet, 
Bamian in w in te r  i s  endurable,  and t h e  A fghan  chief  decided to 
remain. Masson now made s t renuous ef for ts to  get back to 
Kabul .  H is  f i r s t  essay, during which he experienced a very bad 
time, failed ow ing  t o  coun te r  o r d e r s  f r o r  Haji Khan recalling 
t he  escort.  H is  second at tempt also fai led because the Hazaras 
ho ld ing  t h e  Sh ibar  and  B i t c h i l i k  passes ba r red  his passage. It 
was a remarkable fact t h a t  he, a fer inghi ,  was elected by the 
A fghan  gang w i t h  wh ich  he was temporar i ly  associated as their 
Khan  o r  chief. He was a l i t t l e  be t t e r  dressed than  most of them 
in B r i t i s h  chintzes and  be t t e r  mounted o n  Haji Khan's horses. He 
was ra re l y  able t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e i r  loot ing propensit ies, but he 
made himself popu la r  b y  h is  c i v i l i t y  and  h is  small presents to the 
wretched Hazaras o n  whom they  were quar te red .  Incidentally he 
g ives a valuable account o f  an important  g roup  of Afghan 
passes. A t  last  t he  Hazaras reopened t he  road and Masson was 
able t o  reach the  capi ta l  b y  t he  Hajigak and  Unai passes - the 
age-old p i l g r im  and  caravan rou te  between Kabul, Bamian and 
Bok hara. 

T h e  las t  p a r t  o f  t h e  journey was n o t  accomplished without 
g rea t  d is t ress :  'There  arose a t e r r i f i c  south wind,  which carried 
t h e  drifting snow before it. I h a d  neve r  in my l i fe witnessed 
a n y t h i n g  so v io lent ,  a n d  until now had  never  formed a just 
conception o f  t he  ef fects of a wind-tempest during winter in 
these regions. I b o r e  up, however, aga inst  it . . . when my 
powers y ie lded and  I found myself becoming insensible' 
For tunate ly ,  a t  t h i s  c r i t i ca l  moment a v i l lage was a l i t t l e  r ight  of 
t he  road, t o  which I t u r n e d  m y  horse, who also had become 
fa int .  Crossed the stream o f  t h e  val ley b y  a b r idge ,  and  entered 
the  v i l lage o n  i t s  bank.  T h r e w  mysel f  from the horse and 





ente red  w i t hou t  ceremony t h e  f i r s t  house w i th  open door. The 
master,  who saw how th i ngs  stood, recommended me to the 
masj i t ,  engag ing  t o  t ake  c a r e  of  my horse. I repl ied my good 
man, I am a Fer ingh i ,  a n d  what  h a v e  I t o  d o  w i t h  the Masjit. On 
which h e  i ns tan t l y  led  me i n t o  a n  u p p e r  apartment, occupied by 
a b ro the r .  T h e r e  was a sandal l i  [charcoal  braz ier ] ,  my boots 
were pu l l ed  off, a n d  m y  feet  examined which had suffered no 
i n j u r y .  ' T h e  w i n d  con t i nu ing  w i t h  unabated violence he  remained 
a t  t h e  v i l l age  t h e  n e x t  day ,  but t h e  day  a f t e r  h e  was able to 
reach Kabu l  where  'My Armenian f r i e n d s  were rejoiced to see me 
again, and  f o rge t t i ng  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  t h e  road a n d  the rigours of 
Bamian, I passed in t h e i r  society a pleasant evening, which, by 
t h e i r  calculat ion, was t h a t  o f  Chr is tmas ~ a ~ ' ~ ~ .  

From t h e  end  of 1832 until h e  f ina l l y  l e f t  Kabul with 
A lexander  Bu rnes  in 1838, Masson made the city his 
headquar te rs  a n d  devoted h imsel f  t o  ant iquar ian researches in 
t h e  Kohis tan a n d  in t h e  ne ighbourhood of Jalalabad, though after 
March 1835 t h e y  h a d  pe r f o r ce  t o  take  second place to  h is  duties 
as a n  in te l l igence agent. D u r i n g  those years  h e  undertook no 
f u r t h e r  long-distance expedi t ions,  t hough  h e  criss-crossed the 
Kabu l  p rov ince  a n d  exp lo red  t h e  K u n a r  a n d  Al ishang valleys, 
t hen  a n d  f o r  l ong  a f te rwards ,  unknown  te r r i t o r y .  It was not 
until 1840 t ha t  h e  made ano ther  l ong  journey,  th is  time from 
Karach i  t o  Ka la t  in a va in  e f f o r t  t o  reach Kabul  in order to 
resume h i s  archaeological a n d  numismatic labours. B u t  this was 
h i s  third v i s i t  t o  Ka la t  a n d  hence unproduc t i ve  of new 
geographical  informa t ion. 

H i s  major exp lora t ions h a v i n g  t hus  ended with the 
expedi t ion t o  Besud  a n d  Bamian we can  close o u r  examination of 
Masson's status as a geographer  by quo t i ng  S i r  Thomas ~o ld ich 's  
considered verd ic t :  'As  a n  exp lo re r  in Afghanistan he stands 
alone. H i s  wo rk  has neve r  been equalled; but owing to  the very 
unsat is fac tory  methods adopted by a l l  exp lo re rs  in those dayS 
fo r  t h e  reco rd ing  o f  geographical  observat ions it cannot be said 
t ha t  h i s  con t r ibu t ion  t o  exact  geographical  knowledge was 
commensurate w i t h  h i s  ex t rao rd ina ry  capaci ty as a n  observant 
t rave l ler ,  o r  h i s  remarkable i ndus t r y IR7  . T o  t h i s  t r ibute  one 
should add  t ha t  if Holdich h a d  h a d  access to  the Masson 
Col lect ion o f  Manuscr ip ts  ( n o t  t hen  catalogued), h e  would have 
found many sketch maps a n d  tables of  compass bearings and 
distances which would have  improved the  ex is t ing maps Of 

Afghanistan,  if Masson had been encouraged t o  work out the 
resul ts.  In consequence Ho ld  ich m ight have  decided that 
Masson's geographical observat ions were less unsatisfactory than 
h e  supposed. 

A few days a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Kabul, Masson was 
su rp r i sed  b y  a v i s i t  f rom a person announc ing himself as saiyad 
Keramat A l i ,  agent  o f  t he  Supreme Government of India. He 



spoke of h i s  t ravels as  companion o f  L ieutenant  A r t h u r  Conol ly  
on his journey in 1830, a n d  of h i s  adven tu res  a t  Kabul .  

He had wished t o  p rese rve  h i s  incogni to;  but a l e t t e r  dest ined 
for Herat having been intercepted,  h i s  ex is tence a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  
of his employment became revealed, a n d  h e  was cons igned t o  t h e  
prison o f  Dost Mahomed Khan. H e  was rescued by t h e  Nawab 
Jabar Khan who remonstrated w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  t ha t  t h i s  was n o  
way to t reat  the  f i r s t  agen t  t o  b e  sen t  from B r i t i s h  India.  
Brought before Dost  Mahorned, Keramat A l i  sa id  t h a t  h i s  sole 
business was t o  p r o c u r e  in te l l igence o f  Abbas  Mi rza  o f  Persia 
and his movements. Dost  Mahomed Khan  observed  " V e r y  good, 
they interest me also; take  ca re  n o t  t o  w r i t e  a n y t h i n g  abou t  
me". The Nawab had  joy fu l ly  ca r r i ed  o f f  Keramat A l i  a n d  
installed him in apartments o f  h i s  o w n  house where, u n d e r  h i s  
protection, he f ree ly  repor ted  t o  Capta in  Wade a t  Ludhiana. 

The appointment o f  Keramat A l i  as  newswr i te r ,  
originally a t  Kandahar but then  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Kabu l  a t  h i s  own  
request, was the f i r s t  s tep  in t h e  in te rcourse  between t he  
Government o f  India and  t h e  Barakza i  s i rda rs .  It came abou t  as  
a result o f  the deepening concern in Calcut ta  a n d  Bombay w i t h  
Russian act iv i t ies in Cent ra l  Asia a n d  Persia, d iscussed in 
Chapter Ill. Masson was eventua l ly  t o  succeed t h e  Ind ian  
newswriter, though w i t h  a w ider  remit .  Meanwhile, Masson saw a 
good deal o f  Keramat A l i :  ' The  Saiyad was more l i be ra l  in 
religious opinions t h a n  was, perhaps,  necessary o r  decent;  and,  
as the month o f  Ramazan came on, I h a d  much of  h i s  company, 
owing to  h is  aversion t o  f as t i ng  which,  t o  save appearances, i t  
was not right t o  d isp lay  in t h e  Nawab's house1". 

While Masson was s t i l l  absent o n  t h e  Bamian expedi t ion,  
Keramat A l i  had received ins t ruc t ions  t o  f e r r e t  o u t  t h e  former 's 
antecedents, Major Wilson's despatch t o  Bombay t ransmi t t i ng  
Masson's papers o n  h i s  t r ave l s  hav ing  aroused cu r i os i t y  abou t  i t s  
author. Keramat A l i ' s  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  per iod  3-25 December 1832 

Worth quo t ing  f o r  t h e  light it t h rows  o n  a newswr i ter 's  
labours and f o r  t he  detai ls  it g ives  o f  Masson's a t t i r e  a n d  
possessions. 'A European a r r i v e d  h e r e  in the  month of  May 1832 
and resided f o r  f o u r  months  in the  house o f  one Suliman, a n  
Armenian from whom I h a d  t h e  fo l lowing account o f  him. He  
described himself as  a n  Englishman b y  name Masson of  t he  Sect 

Priests and  said t ha t  h e  h a d  been absent  f r om h i s  c o u n t r y  
twelve years, during wh ich  t ime h e  h a d  been t rave l l i ng .  H e  had  
lately come from Kurachee B u n d e r  t h r o u g h  S indh  a n d  Candahar. 
He understood Persian, h a d  w i t h  h im two  o r  t h ree  books in a 
loreign character, a compass, a map a n d  a n  astro labe.  He  was 
shabbily dressed and  h e  h a d  n o  servant,  ho rse  n o r  mule to 

his baggage. While a t  Cabul  h e  pa id  h i s  respects t o  Nawab 
Jabbar Khan, who pressed him earnest ly  t o  e n t e r  h i s  se rv ice  but 
he declined. T h e  Nawab t hough t  h im a Frenchman a n d  o thers  



t h o u g h t  h im one also, but Suliman says t h a t  h e  had opportunities 
of  indulging in conversat ion w i t h  h im a n d  t ha t  h e  f irmly believed 
h im t o  b e  a n  Englishman. While living w i t h  Suliman, he had 
f u n d s  t o  d e f r a y  h i s  expenses a n d  mentioned some par t  of his 
p r o p e r t y  be ing  in Sindh.  H e  also bor rowed RS. 300 from a 
Kaku r i ,  a n d  sen t  it by a Hoondee [ B i l l  o f  Exchange] to Sindh or 
Hindoostan. H e  h a d  a n  i n te r v i ew  a t  Cabul  w i th  Hajee Khan, 
Kaku r i ,  who, o n  go ing  t o  Bamian sent  f o r  him there. He 
accepted t h e  Khan 's  i nv i t a t i on  and  o n  10th September having 
h i r e d  a pony  f o r  s i x  rupees, h e  set o u t  f o r  tha t  place. He is  
now w i t h  Hajee Khan  a t  Bamian. . . 89 Masson had evidently 
d ropped  h i s  American d isgu ise  when h e  took up residence at 
Kabul .  



CHAPTER V I I I  : MASSON'S ARCHAEOLOGICAL A N D  NUMISMATIC 
DEBUT 

All passes, A r t  alone 
Enduring stays to us; 
The Bust outlasts the throne - 
The Coin, T iberius. 

H.  A .  Dobson A r s  Vic t r ix  

The weather in January  a n d  February ,  1833 of wh ich  
Masson gives a v i v i d  account, con t inued  except ional ly  severe, 
and spr ing was slow in coming. B y  May, however,  h e  was able 
to extend h is  excurs ions beyond  t h e  c i t y  l imi ts  a n d  t o  s t a r t  
examining certa in remains which h a d  p rev ious l y  caugh t  h i s  
attention. B u t  h e  had t o  proceed w i t h  g r e a t  caut ion les t  h e  
arouse animosity o r  c u p i d i t y  in var ious quar te rs .  T h e  fo l lowing 
passage gives a good idea o f  t h e  d i f f i cu l t i es  which were  t o  
persist throughout  h i s  archaeological labours;  o f  h i s  methods and  
finds; and o f  the  successful use h e  made t h e n  a n d  la te r  of  h i s  
wide acquaintance among Afghans o f  a l l  classes. 'Hav ing now 
resided a year w i thou t  i n t e r rup t i on ,  a n d  in pe r fec t  secur i t y  in 
the country, I was emboldened t o  essay whether  object ions would 
be made t o  t he  examination of  some o f  t h e  numerous a r t i f i c ia l  
mounds on the s k i r t s  of t h e  h i l l s .  I was unable  t o  d i r e c t  my 
attention t o  the  massive topes, where  considerable expense was 
required; st i l l ,  t he  in fe r io r  indicat ions o f  t h e  o lden times migh t  
repay the labour bestowed upon them, a n d  by tes t ing  t h e  feel ing 
which my excavations created I m igh t  smooth t h e  way fo r  the  
time when I should b e  in a c o n d i t i o ~ i  t o  unde r take  t h e  super io r  
monuments. Without ask ing  permission o f  anyone, I commenced a n  
operation upon a mound a t  t h e  s k i r t  o f  t h e  hill Koh T a k h t  Shah 

. Below, o r  east of  it, was a cast le a n d  garden,  be long ing 
to Akhund Iddai tu lah.  I h a d  become acquain ted w i th  h i s  sons, 
who interested themselves t o  fo rward  my  researches . . . In the  
course of f ou r  o r  f i ve  days  we discovered,  near l y  a t  one o f  t h e  
angles of the mound, a tak ,  o r  a rched  recess, ornamental ly  
carved, and suppor ted b y  two  s lender p i l la rs .  In it we found 
the remains o f  several ea r then  images; the  heads o f  t h e  two 
larger ones on ly  were suf f ic ient ly  en t i r e  t o  bear  removal. They  
were evident ly o f  female f igures,  a n d  of  v e r y  regu la r  a n d  
handsome features. * Affected b y  moisture, which had  na tu ra l l y  

* No doubt heads of Buddha which a r e  o f ten  effeminate i n  appearance i n  
Gandhara sculpture. 



in t h e  course  o f  cen tu r ies  completely pervaded the mound, and 
e v e r y t h i n g  of  mere e a r t h  conta ined w i t h i n  it, we could yet from 
s l i gh t  t races ascer ta in  t h a t  t h e  f i gu res  had been originally 
covered  w i t h  layers  o f  wh i t e  and  r e d  paint ,  and  that  over the 
l a t t e r  had  been placed a sur face of  go ld  leaf. The  hair of the 
heads, t as te fu l l y  a r ranged  in cur l s ,  had been painted with an 
azure  colour.  T h e  recess also had  been embellished with gold 
leaf a n d  lap is  lazu l i  t i n t s .  Accompanying t he  f igures were a 
v a r i e t y  o f  toys,  p rec ise ly  s u c h  as t h e  Hindus make at the 
p resen t  d a y  and  in no  b e t t e r  taste, rep resen t ing  horses, sheep, 
cows etc. o f  cement.' 

T h e  more impor tan t  d i scove ry  remained. A t  the base of the 
recess were  hewn stones, a n d  o n  t h e i r  removal h e  found jammed 
in between them Nagar i  w r i t i n g s  o n  b i r c h  b a r k  which had 
suf fered bad l y  f rom t h e  a l l -pene t ra t ing  damp. He nex t  uncovered 
a su i te  of small apartments.  In one o f  them, h e  found several 
images lying hor izonta l ly ,  one  o f  them e igh t  o r  ten feet in 
leng th .  T h e y  were a l l  o f  p u r e  ear th ,  a n d  h a d  been covered with 
g o l d  leaf. H i s  Moslem companions amused themselves b y  t ry ing to 
scrape it off, but w i t h  l imi ted success as  t h e  images were So 

saturated.  In ano ther  apar tment  a lso decorated w i th  mouldings, 
a n d  pa in ted  w i t h  whi te,  r e d  a n d  azu re  colours, h e  foundgothree 
ear then  lamps, a n  i r o n  na i l  a n d  one  o r  t w o  f ragments of i ron . 

H i s  researches became t h e  sub ject  o f  conversation in  the 
cap i ta l  a n d  t h e  son o f  A k h u n d  ldda i tu lah  hav ing  sold the gold 
leaf h e  scraped f r om t h e  images t o  a goldsmith f o r  less than a 
rupee, Masson's f r i ends  begged  h im t o  des is t  f rom such labours 
in fu ture .  T h e y  u r g e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  was bad, as were the 
people, a n d  t h a t  h e  would  p robab l y  g e t  i n t o  t rouble.  He pointed 
O u t  t h a t  l i t t l e  no t i ce  would  b e  taken  of  him so long as broken 
ido ls  were  t h e  sole f r u i t s  o f  h i s  endeavours. Mahomed Akbar 
Khan,*  son o f  Dost  Mahomed Khan, hea r i ng  o f  h i s  discoveries, 
sent  f o r  h im and  wished t o  see them. He was enraptured with 
t h e  two  'female' heads, and  lamented t ha t  t h e  ideal beauties 
t h e  scu lp to r  cou ld  no t  b e  real ised in nature.  A n  acquaintance- 
s h i p  g rew up between Masson and  t h e  young s i rdar  who would 
f requen t l y  send f o r  him. He became a p r e t t y  constant visitor at 
Mohamed A k b a r  Khan's tea-table and  obtained f rom him an order1 
addressed t o  t he  var ious headmen and  chiefs o f  t he  Kohistan a"d 
Ghorband, t o  assist  h im in any  researches he  might  undertake In 

those d is t r i c ts ,  o f  wh ich  t h e  s i r d a r  was t h e  governor.  Masson 
was b o t h  gratif ied and  s u r p r i s e d  at  t h e  good sense shown by the 
Young s i r d a r  as t o  t h e  n a t u r e  and  object  o f  h i s  researches. 

* He murdered S i r  W .  McNaghten i n  1841 and gave  undertakings of  safe 
conduct to the Br i t ish  force which led to the notorious retreat,  but did 
not,  o r  perhaps i n  the circumstances could not,  implement them. 



His relations w i th  the  s i rdar  al layed the  misgiv ings of h is  
friends, and encouraged him t o  cont inue h i s  researches wi thout  
fear. He was, he says, always of t h e  opinion tha t  n o  umbrage 
would be taken, and fe l t  assured tha t  if he  acted openly and  
fairly he would be fa i r l y  dealt wi th .  Noth ing f u r t h e r  of 
consequence was extracted f rom t h e  mound; but when D r  Gerard 
arrived i n  Kabul a t  the end o f  tha t  year, Masson pointed o u t  the  
spot to him as one l ike ly  t o  y ie ld  a desirable find t o  c a r r y  w i th  
him to India. From it h e  obtained t h e  marble sculptured slab 
forwarded to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, a n  account of which, 
written by his secretary and companion, Mohan Lal, appeared in 
the Journal of the Society f o r  September 1834 91. 

Masson was for tunate in h is  choice o f  site t o  make h i s  
archaeological debut, not  on ly  as regards the  qua l i t y  of h i s  
finds, but also in the confidence it gave him. He was for tunate 
too, i n  gaining the in terest  a n d  protect ion o f  Mahomed Akbar  
Khan. It was not  always to  b e  so, and  h e  had t o  be circumspect 
whenever he attacked a s i te  in a n  unfamil iar d i s t r i c t .  He now 
started to examine t h e  neighbourhood o f  Char ikar  in a series of 
trips on foot. His  in tent ion was t o  make a prel iminary s tudy  of 
the local conditions and  t h e  ant iqui t ies in the  area. For a 
stranger, travell ing wi thout  ten t  o r  servants, it was d i f f icu l t  t o  
obtain a lodging fo r  the night, unless the  mosque could be  
regarded as quarters;  to  pass the  night in the  open was nei ther  
safe nor seemly. He succeeded in forming acquaintances a t  a l l  
the stage villages on the several roads between Kabul and 
Charikar and was certain whenever he dropped in o n  any of them 
to be received with c iv i l i t y .  In the course of these t r i p s  h e  
visited the picturesque township o f  Istal i f ,  nowadays a favouri te 
tourist attraction,* which he lov ingly  describes. He also 
examined the stupa at Dara which he hoped to  excavate and of 
which he drew a sketch. 

But he was looking for  something much more important. 
Alexander the Great founded several cit ies in the  Afghan area, 
One of which, Alexandria a d  Caucasum, was believed to  be  
located in the Kohistan no r th  of Kabul and close t o  the  H indu 
Kush- Masson thought that  the  vi l lage o f  Begram and  i t s  g rea t  
plain might well p rove to  be the  site. He had previously reached 
the edge of the plain and  had heard strange stories of  the  
innumerable coins and o ther  rel ics found on the  soil but had 
been unable to  procure a specimen, al l  t o  whom he applied, 
whether Hindu or  Moslem, denying they had any such th ings in 
their possession. A f r iendly  headman prov ided him wi th a n  

of half a dozen horsemen to enable him to  t raverse and 

* Or was, prior to the invasion b y  the  Soviet Union at Christmas 1979# 
since when i t  has been heavily bombed. 



survey  t h e  plain, which was dangerous owing to the marauders 
in fest ing it. 

A t  Kills Bolend a t  the  beginning o f  the  Begram plain there 
were seven considerable H indu  traders, but no coins were I 

forthcoming. A t  another v i l lage h e  heard f resh tales of Begran , 
and  t h e  treasures found there. H is  cur ios i ty  was so intensely 
exc i ted tha t  h e  determined t o  rev i s i t  it tak ing along Mir Afzil, 
t he  headman's son, who had f r iends  in the vicinity. Mir Afzil 
p roduced Baloch Khan, a ' f ine honest young man, who brought 
me a Present of  melons a n d  grapes. Th is  was the commencement 
of a n  acquaintance which cont inued as long as I remained at I 

Kabul; and Baloch Khan great ly  assisted me in my subsequent 1 
researches, as I could always when needed call upon him and his 
armed followers t o  a t tend me in my excursions, and to protect 
t he  people I sent. He now exer ted himself t o  procure coins; and 
a t  last  a n  o ld  defaced one was produced b y  a Mahomedan, for ; 
which I gave two pais, which induced the  appearance of others, 
until t h e  Hindus ventured  t o  bring f o r t h  their  bags of old 
monies, from which I selected such as sui ted my purpose. I had 
the  satisfaction to  obtain in th is  manner some eighty coins of 
t ypes  which led me t o  ant ic ipate bright resul ts from the 
T h e  fears and  scruples o f  t he  owners having been overcome, he 
remained some time a t  Kil la Bolend, secur ing their  confidence. i 
They had been anxious lest  Masson should employ forced 
labourers t o  scour t h e  p la in  in search o f  antique relics and had 
therefore determined t o  conceal from him, if possible, the 
existence of such objects. He took care t o  ascertain how and by 
whom these coins were found. The  clue t o  them once discovered, 
t he  collection became a n  easy matter although it subsequently 
p roved that  a Ion time was necessary before he became fully R master o f  the p la in  . 

H is  in terest  in finding and deciphering coins was now fully r' 
aroused: 'The discovery o f  so in terest ing a locality as that of 
Begram imposed upon me new, agreeable, and  I should hope not 
unprof i table employment. I availed myself of every opportunity to 
v i s i t  it, as well wi th  the  view t o  secure the  r i ch  memorials of 
past ages i t  yielded, as t o  acqui re a knowledge of the adjacent 
count ry .  Before the  commencement o f  winter, when the plain, , 
covered wi th  snow is o f  course closed to research, I had 
accumulated one thousand e ight  hundred and s ix ty- f ive copper 
coins, besides a few s i l ver  ones, many r ings,  signets and other 
rel ics. The  nex t  year, 1834, t he  collection which fell into my ' 
hands amounted to  one thousand n ine hundred copper coins, 
besides other  rel ics. In 1835 it increased to  nearly two thousand 
f ive hundred copper coins, a n d  in 1836 i t  augmented to thirteen , 
thousand four hundred  and seventy copper coins. In 1837. when 
I had the  plain well under  control  and was enabled constantly to 
locate my people upon it, I obtained s i x t y  thousand coPPer 



coins, a result  a t  which I was well  pleased. h a v i n g  a t  a n  ear l y  
period of my researches con jectured t h a t  so many as  thirty 
thousand coins might  annua l l y  b e  p rocured .  T h e  whole o f  t h e  
coins and other ant iqu i t ies ,  f rom B e g  ram, w ith several  thousands 
of other coins b rough t  t o  light in var ious  p a r t s  of Afghanistan,  
have been forwarded t o  t h e  Honourable t h e  East  Ind ia  Company . 
. . I 9 3  

It will be  seen t h a t  t h e  copper  coins f rom Begram alone 
amounted to  79,735. If t o  t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  added  t h e  few s i l v e r  
ones and the several thousands o f  coins, i n c l u d i n g  some go ld  
ones, from elsewhere in Afghanis tan,  t h e  g r a n d  tota l  m u s t  have  
been well in excess o f  80,000. Y e t  w i t h  Masson's f i gu res  in f r o n t  
of them, several commentators have  c red i t ed  h im w i t h  s t r ange l y  
varied totals. Hambly says 30,000; C. G r e y  makes it abou t  
70,000 which i s  nearer  t h e  mark;  Hold ich merely states t ha t  t h e  
collection totalled between 15,000 a n d  20,000 in 1837. E v e n  if the  
latter thought tha t  the  f i g u r e s  were cumulat ive  ins tead of  year  
by year, he would have  h a d  t o  g i v e  60,000 as  t h e  f inal  total.  
According to  H . H . Wilson, Masson col lected abou t  30,000 coins, 
but he was w r i t i ng  before t he  pub l ica t ion o f  t h e  Narrat ive of 
Various Journeys a n d  was n o  doub t  r e l y i n g  o n  ear l i e r  f i gu res  
provided b y  Masson. In 1839, t h e  East  Ind ia  Company in a 
despatch to  the Bombay Government, r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  60,000 
copper coins collected by Masson o f  which 25,000 we re  s t i l l  in 
his hands 9 4 .  Wilson quotes Masson's estimate t h a t  for  l ong  years  
Past Begram had y ie lded abou t  30,000 coins annual ly ;  p i cked  up 
by generations o f  nomad herdsmen these co ins h a d  been bough t  
by weight b y  local coppersmiths a n d  melted down in t h e  Kabu l  
mint. 

Wilson was na tu ra l l y  concerned w i t h  t h e  qua l i t y  o f  t he  coins 
rather than the quan t i t y ,  a n d  h e  remarks o f  t h e  los t  coins t ha t :  
'The far greatest  p ropor t ion ,  j udg ing  f rom M r  Masson's 
collection, must have been too much i n j u r e d  b y  t ime a n d  
corrosion to  have had  a n y  o the r  than  metal l ic value;  but from 
the same accumulations we may i n f e r  t ha t  g rea t  numbers  of  

of high numismatic in terest ,  must  have  per i shed  in the  
indiscriminate des t ruc t ion  t o  which t h e  whole have  fo r  so l ong  a 
time been condemned' y s .  

This huge col lect ion was sent  by Masson a t  i n t e r va l s  t o  
'Ombay under a n  arrangement w i t h  t h e  Governor  there,  a n d  

to the East lnd ia  Company's museum in London. W i t h  t he  
transfer of power in India t o  the  Crown a f t e r  t h e  Mut iny ,  t h e  
'Ontents of the museum became government p r o p e r t y  a n d  many of  
the fif-wr and r a r e r  coins of  t he  Masson col lect ion were presented 
to the Br i t i sh  Museum in 1881. In 1906 t he  lnd ia  Of f ice  gave  a 
number of o ther  pieces from h i s  col lect ion t o  t h e  Fi tzwi l l iam 
Museum in Cambridge. Meanwhile i t s  a r r i v a l  in London g rea t l y  

B r i t i sh  numismatic studies:  A riana Ant iqua to  which 



6. Coins fmm the hasson Collection in  the Brit ish ~vrusewm. 

f a )  Bronze coin of Creek king DEMETRIUS I of Boctrk, c. 
BC; rev. showing f i ~ n d i n g  figure of goddess ~r tenr l~ 
hoMing bow and drawing armw fmm quiver on back; 
inscribed Barlbos OQmePriou (of King Demetrius ) in Gmk 
letters. 24 mm. 
B m n ~ e  Coin 0). Gt%ek King MENANDER I of N .  W.lndjo c* lJO 
BC; showing bust of king facing r .  ; inscribed 8a'i1@08 
S o t c ~  Menandraw (of King Menander the Saviour] in C r d  
Ictters; 26mm. , 

f c )  Bronze coin of Porthion King CONDOPHARES of N.w.lndiu 
C *  10 AD;  0bv. showing figure of king seated on horseback 
fochg 1. being offered o wreah by stonding figurn 01 

facing r . ; inscribed B.silca Basileon M].$~Io~ 
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ConIdolpharo~ (King of Kings Condophares the Great) in 
Creek letters ; 2Omm. 

(dl Cold coin of K o s h ~ n  King Wima Kadphises of Bactria and 
N.W.lndiu c. 80 AD; obv. showing enthroned f igure o f  k ing 
facing I. ; inscribed Bari lror Oocmo Kadphises (King W ~ ~ Y I Q  
K~dphisesl in  Creek letters; 24 mm. 
BrQ.~nle coin of Kushan King Konisko I of Boc t rk  & N.W.lndia 
c. 100 AD; rev. showing standing f igure of Buddha facing 
inscribed Sakamana [ BW J do (Sak yomuni Buddha 1 in Creek 
letters; 23 mm. 

(fl Silver coin of Chionit= Huns in Bactrlo, C. 370 AD; obv. 
Showing bust of Sasonian k ing Shupur 11, facing r e ;  

inscribed in Boctrign script (undeciphered); 29 mm. 



Masson c o n t r i b u t e d  a Memoir on  the  Bui ld ings called Topes, was 
a f i r s t  fruit. In pass ing i t  shou ld  b e  sa id  t ha t  o ther  collectors 
were  ac t i ve  in West Pun jab  a n d  A fghan is tan  a t  t h i s  time, largely 
i n s p i r e d  by t h e  d iscover ies  o f  General Ven tu ra  when he opened 
t h e  tope  a t  Manikyala in 1830, namely Ven tu ra  himself, Alexander 
Burnes ,  h i s  sec re ta r y  Mohan La l  , D r  Gerard,  D r  Honigberger 
a n d  Saiyad Keramat A l i .  These  col lect ions amounted to several 
h u n d r e d  pieces a n d  comprised specimens o f  most of the types 
d iscovered  by Masson, many o f  them in excel lent preservation. 
Many  of these items, i n c l u d i n g  those wh ich  eventual ly reached 
i ns t i t u t i ons  in Par is,  passed t h r o u g h  t h e  hands o f  Mr James 
Pr insep,  t h e  e r u d i t e  a n d  energe t i c  secretary  o f  the Asiatic 
Society of  Bengal ,  who t h u s  in t h e  course o f  a few years found 
himself overwhelmed by v a s t  numbers  o f  Bactrian-Greek, 
Indo-Scythic,  a n d  Kushan  coins, whereas before 1830 only a 
hand fu l  of  such  co ins were  known  t o  t h e  numismatic world. 
Besides pub l i sh i ng  descr ip t ions  a n d  engrav ings of these 
col lect ions in t h e  Journa l  o f  t h e  Society (Masson wrote his own 
a r t i c les  fo r  t h a t  Journa l ) ,  P r insep  set t o  w o r k  t o  decipher the 
legends o n  t h e  coins w i t h  considerable success: Ariana Antiquo 
i s  app rop r i a te l y  ded icated t o  him. 

In o r d e r  t o  judge  t h e  full impact o f  the coins and 
monuments, uncovered by Masson a n d  others,  o n  the study of 
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Bac t r ia  a f t e r  A lexander  t he  Great, one needs to 
cons ider  t h e  s ta te  o f  knowledge o f  t h a t  p r i nc i pa l i t y  around 1830- 
Ariana Ant iqua p u t s  it succ inc t l y :  'A v e r y  shor t  period has 

elapsed since t h e  means o f  a n  acquaintance w i th  t he  history of 
Bac t r ia  and  Bac t r i an  Ind ia  were ext remely  circumscribed. It was 
known  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  dea th  o f  A lexander ,  Bact r ia  became an 
independent  p r i n c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  Greek  sovereigns, and the names 
of  a few of  them were  p i cked  o u t  w i t h  ex t raord inary  labour and 
l ea rn ing  f r om t h e  f ragmenta ry  not ices o f  classical authors, and 
one o r  two  r a r e  coins. It h a d  been ascerta ined from the same 
wr i te rs ,  a n d  from t h e  Chinese author i t ies ,  tha t  t he  Greek rule 
was ove r t h rown  by Scy th ian  chiefs, whose sway extended to the 
mouths o f  t he  Indus ;  a n d  from the  Mohammedan historians we 
h a d  learned t ha t  t h e  A r a b  invaders  o f  S indh  and  Afghanistan 
were encountered by H indu pr inces,  who had therefore 
supplanted in those coun t r ies  b o t h  Greek a n d  Barbar ian kings* 
These few leading fac ts  were unaccompanied b y  details. and 
scan t i l y  occupied t h e  i n t e r v a l  t h a t  separated t he   hamme me^^^ 
f rom the Macedonian invasion.  Within t h e  las t  seven years this 
deficiency has been remedied, t h i s  bar renness o f  events has 
been changed t o  abundance. Successful research has not  only 
co r robora ted  a l l  t ha t  was before imper fect ly  known, bu t  has 
f i l led up t h e  meagre ou t l i ne  w i t h  circumstances and  persons of 
h i s to r i ca l  truth a n d  importance. T h e  h i t he r t o  unmmed Or 

unknown members o f  successive o r  synchronous dynasties now 



pass before o u r  eyes as well-defined i nd i v i dua l s  a n d  in 
connected order;  and  revo lu t ions  of a re l ig ious  as  well  as  o f  a 
political or ig in may be  d iscerned . . . I 96 

Masson's own ve rd i c t  o n  h i s  numismat ic f i n d s  r u n s :  'It may 
be superfluous t o  dwel l  upon  t h e  impor tance o f  t h e  Begram 
collections; independent ly o f  t h e  reve la t ion o f  u n k n o w n  k i n g s  
and dynasties, they impar t  g rea t  pos i t i ve  knowledge, a n d  open a 
wide field f o r  speculat ion a n d  inquiry o n  t h e  v e r y  mater ia l  
subjects of  the languages a n d  re l ig ions  p reva i l i ng  in Cent ra l  As ia  
during the da rk  per iod  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y  . . . Besides coins, 
Begram has yielded v e r y  la rge  numbers  o f  engraved  seals, some 
of them with inscr ip t ions,  f i gu res  o f  men a n d  animals, 
particularly o f  b i rds ,  cy l inders ,  a n d  paral le logramic amulets w i t h  
sculptured sides, r i n g s  a n d  a mu l t i t ude  o f  o t h e r  t r i n k e t s  a n d  
miscellaneous art icles, genera l ly  o f  b r a s s  a n d  copper ;  many of  
which are curious a n d  deserve  d e ~ c r i ~ t i o n ' ~ "  . T o  t h i s  modest 

1 claim may be appended Professor Wilson's apprec ia t ion:  . . . in 
addition to  new coins o f  Greek p r inces  a l ready  known,  h e  found 
those of  several whose names a r e  n o t  ment ioned in h i s t o r y  a s  
Antialkidas, Lysias, Agathocles, A rcheb ias  ( sic),  Pantaleon a n d  
Hermaeus. He also found t h e  coins o f  t h e  king whose t i t l es  o n l y  
are specified as the  Great  K i n g  o f  K ings,  t h e  Preserver ,  a n d  of 
others whose names assuming a Greek fo rm i nd i spu tab l y  denote 
barbaric .or Indo-Scythic p r i nces  : - Undapher res  [Gondopheres l  , 
Azes, Azilises, Kadphises, a n d  Kanerkes [Kan ishka ] .  M r  Masson 
described the most remarkable o f  them a n d  f u r n i s h e d  l inear  
delineations o f  them, wh ich  were  engraved  in t h e  Journa l  a n d  
which, although no t  p re tend ing  t o  mer i t  as  wo rks  o f  a r t ,  were 
satisfactory confirma t ions of  t h e  cor rectness o f  h i s  descr ip t ions  
and decypherings. T h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  s tep  in t h e  series of  Bac t r ian  
numismatic d iscovery was t hus  accomplished, a n d  t he  g r e a t  
object of later invest igat ions has been t o  complete a n d  ex tend  
the structure o f  which such  b road  foundat ions were  la id '  98. 

The numismatists were  na tu ra l l y  keen t o  dec ipher  a n d  
categorize the unrecorded coins. Masson real ised t h a t  t he  p a t t e r n  

their d i s t r ibu t ion  was also o f  importance. Copper  coins of 
hitherto unknown ru l e r s  a n d  new var ie t ies  o f  known r u l e r s  when 
recorded in quan t i t y  a t  a pa r t i cu l a r  p lace demonstrate t h e  
relative importance of t h e  monarch in the  local i ty .  T h u s  as 
regards his Begram f inds,  Masson speci f ical ly  states tha t  he  
discovered no  monies of  t h e  genu ine  Azes K ings  there,  add ing  
that this i s  i l l us t ra t i ve  of t he  value a t tach ing  t o  col lect ions of 

from a known spot  "'. He  notes t ha t  copper  coins o f  A r e s  
are seldom o r  never  found west o f  Jalalabad and  on ly  scant i ly  
there. whereas they a r e  t he  most numerous o f  t h e  coins met w i t h  
to the nor th  and  east of  Peshawar. Such a d i s t r i bu t i on  na tu ra l l y  
points to Jalalabad as t h e  approximate westward l imi t  o f  t he  Ares  
Kingdom. Furthermore,  n o  coins of t h e  ear l iest  Bac t r ian  K ings.  



Diodotus I and II, were found a t  Begram which suggests that 
the i r  r u l e  did n o t  then extend south of the Hindu Kush. On the 
o ther  hand, Kushan copper coins were found both at Kabul and 
Jalalabad. 

Eve r  since Masson's time h i s  coins and subsequent 
accessions have been intensively studied . Although a consensus 
ex is ts  in many matters, there  a re  s t i l l  gaps in our  knowledgeof 
the  dynasties concerned and  scholarly debate continues, in 
par t i cu la r  over  the  dat ing o f  ind iv idual  reigns, and the exact 
location and extent  o f  the i r  dominions. Some language problems 
too a r e  as y e t  unsolved, though here also ou r  knowledge has 
g rea t ly  increased. 



CHAPTER I X :  MASSON ACHIEVES RECOGNITION AS AN 
ANTIQUARIAN 

The in t r ins ic  value of Mr Masson's f inds is 
great . . . I also desire to place on record my 
own opinion of him as a person of most 
superior education, and f ine feeling. 

S i r  Henry  Pott inger 

If the year  1833 saw Masson f a i r l y  launched o n  h i s  
numismatic and archaeological researches, i t  also b r o u g h t  
acquaintance w i t h  two i nd i v i dua l s  who were  t o  inf luence h i s  
future, D r  Mar t in  Honigberger  and D r  J.G. Ge ra rd :  'On my 
return to Kabul f rom my f i r s t  excu rs i on  t o  Begram I had  the  
pleasure to meet M. Mar t ine  [ s i c ]  Honigberger ,  from Lahore, who 
proposed via Bokhara t o  r ega in  h i s  na t i ve  c o u n t r y .  My v is i t s  t o  
this gentleman caused me t o  see f r equen t l y  t h e  Nawab Jabar 
Khan, wi th whom he resided; and  t ha t  nobleman issued a 
standing order  tha t  he would b e  informed whenever I came, and  
made it a point  t o  favour  us  w i t h  h i s  company. W i t h  
M-Honigberger I made a tr ip t o  S h a k r  Dara, w i t h  t he  view o f  
ascending the high hill Hous Khast ,  but t h e  season be ing  too 
early we fai led t o  do  so, a n d  I near l y  per i shed  in t h e  at tempt.  
M. Honigberger subsequent ly examined several  o f  t h e  topes near  
Kabul, and then proceeded t o  Jalalabad, u n d e r  t he  Nawab's 
Protection, where h e  i ns t i t u t ed  a ser ies o f  operat ions o n  t h e  
Darunta group; and  had  n o t  h i s  apprehension been exc i ted b y  
certain rumours [of  impending hos t i l i t i es ]  i t  i s  possible l i t t l e  
would have remained fo r  m y  ul t imate examination. A s  i t  was h e  
Precipitately r e t i r ed  t o  Kabul .  H i s  labours  have had  the 
advantage of  hav ing  been made known to  t h e  European wor ld  by 
the late regret ted Eugene Jacquet, [a  French numismatist o f  
repute]. A t  the  close of autumn o u r  European society was 
augmented b y  t he  a r r i v a l  of  D r  Gerard,  t he  companion of  
Lieutenant Burnes,  * a n d  a few days  a f te r  h i s  depa r tu re  for  

* According t o  C a v i n  Hamblyts introduction t o  Masson ( I ,  pp. x x i i - x x i i i )  
Burnes and Ge ra rd  a r r i v e d  toge ther  and, as Masson had  just  missed t h e  
Party o n  t he i r  ou twa rd  j ou rney :  ' Th i s  was t he re fo re  t h e  f i r s t  t ime t ha t  
Masson, d i n i n g  at t h e  house o f  Nawab Jabbar  Khan, encountered t he  
two men who were t o  p l ay  a major p a r t  in shap ing  h i s  l i f e  during the  
next few years . . . B u r n e s  may have  whet ted  h i s  appe t i te  for  . . . a 
Pardon and regu la r  employment in the  Company's service. '  Th i s  passage 
is fiction. Bu rnes  did no t  t ouch  Kabu l  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  journey ;  he  and  
Gerard separated in Pers ia  because o f  t h e  la t te r ' s  i l l -heal th .  Bu rnes  



Ludhiana, M. Honigberger set o u t  w i th  a kafila for Bokhara. ~t 
A k  Robat [Pass], a march beyond Bamian, he  was maltreated and 
plundered. Dost Mahomed Khan, I fear, was not innocent in this 
matter . . Happily, the  Nawab purchased most of the stolen 
ar t ic les from t h e  robbers and sent them tolo$eneral Allard at  
Lahore for  onward transmission t o  Honigberger . 

In h i s  book of reminiscences, Honigberger confirms Massonls 
account of  t h i s  affair and  f la t l y  blames Dost Mahorned Khan who, 
thinking tha t  the  Doctor was removing immense riches derived 
from h i s  excavations in the  Jalalabad area, had instructed the 
governor  of Bamian t o  despoil him. B u t  he  adds that he had 
taken t h e  precaut ion o f  handing over  a l l  the articles he had 
ext racted locally t o  Gerard  t o  c a r r y  t o  the  Punjab. Eventually 
bo th  consignments reached him in Europe"! 

John Mar t in  Honigberger  was bo rn  a t  Kronstadt in 
Transylvania about 1795 a n d  la ter  became a n  Austrian subject. 
A l though h e  may have been o f  Jewish descent - and his name 
would suggest it - h e  states tha t  h e  was baptised i n  the local 
chu rch  which h i s  parents at tended and where they had also been 
baptised. Having completed h i s  medical t ra in ing in 1815, he 
spent many years pract is ing medicine in Europe, Russia, the 
Ottoman Empire inc luding Syr ia  and  Egypt, and briefly in 
Persia, before he  entered Ranj i t  Singh's service. There he met 
t h e  Reverend Joseph Wolff who noted: 'Lahore: June 19, 1832: a . . D r  Honigberger, a Jewish physician from Hungary, who had 
seen me in Mount Lebanon, called upon me; he  was employed by 
Runjeet Singh, f i r s t  as  a physician, and then in the preparing 
of gunpowder, and o f  a kind of d is t i l led sp i r i t ,  which Runjeet 
Singh i s  in the  habi t  of drinking1"? Th is  concoction consisted of 
raw sp i r i t ,  c rushed pearls, musk, opium, g ravy  and spices- It 
appealed t o  the  Maharaja who had lost  h i s  taste for ordinary 
sp i r i t  which h e  alleged had no  bite. It was so potent that two 
w ineglassfuls knocked o u t  even the  most hardened topers among 
the  B r i t i s h  of f icers rash enough t o  accept i t ,  though their host 
f reely indulged in it '03. Th is  cocktai l  s tar t led Lord  ~ u c k l a n d ' ~  
p a r t y  during h i s  state v i s i t  t o  the Maharaja in 1838. S0ri'le of his 
sui te found it so appal l ing tha t  they  poured it on  to the farpet 
but took care t o  do  so on  Ranj i t  Singhls blind side. 

The opening o f  t he  Tope of Manikyala b y  General Ventura 
occurred during Honigbergerts time in Lahore. It evidently 
impressed him when he v is i ted i t and led him to develop an 
interest in comparable monuments and in ancient coins. His =Oln 

continued his journey across Persia to Bushire and thence to Bombay1 
landing on  18 January 1833. Gera rd  travelled slowly via Herat and 
Kandahar reaching Kabul i n  late November 1833. When Burnes 
supposed to be  dining with the Nawab, he was actually i n  London On 

leave. He d id  not meet Masson unt i l  he a r r i ved  i n  Kabul on his mission 
i n  September, 1837. (Burnes ,  Cabool p p .  139-40) 



collection created a s t i r  in F rench  numismatic c i r c les  when  it 
reached Paris. Some draw ings  by Masson o f  s tupas nea r  Kabu l  
which he gave t o  Honigberger  appeared in t h e  Journa l  As ia t ique 
in 1836. 

During h is  s tay  in Afghanis tan,  Hon igbe rge r  w ro te  t o  
Captain Wade, the  Pol i t ical A g e n t  a t  Ludhiana, abou t  h i s  
archaeological act iv i t ies a n d  ment ions Masson in pass ing : ' T h e r e  

is an E u r o ~ e a n  bv name Masson. H e  was severa l  yea rs  in t h e  
Punjab. l t '  appea;s t h a t  h e  has also been t o  Tabr i z ,  a n d  has 
lately come to Cabul by t h e  way o f  Belochistan:  h e  res ided  some 
time at Bamian, where h e  amused himsel f  in mak ing  excavations, 
and has succeeded in finding several idols. A t  Cabul ,  h e  has 
been engaged in the  same kind o f  p u r s u i t ,  a n d  has been 
rewarded here also by h i s  d iscovery  o f  severa l  ido ls  q u i t e  
entire.' This repor t  was subsequent ly  p r i n t e d  in t h e  Journa l  o f  
the Asiatic Society of  Bengal f o r  A p r i l  1834 as Hon igberqer ' s  
'Journal o f  a route  from Dera Ghazi Khan,  t h r o u g h  Vez i r i  
country, to  Kabul1 ''4 Unfor tuna te ly ,  Hon igberger ' s  memoirs, 
written much later, t h row  no  f u r t h e r  light o n  h i s  own 
antiquarian researches in A fghan is tan  o r  o n  those o f  Masson 
whom he does not  mention. He ba re l y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  Kabu l  stage 
of his long journey home, no  doub t  thinking it su f f i c ien t l y  
covered i n  the Journal.  

Gerard, an exp lo re r  o f  t h e  Himalayas and  an  amateur 
geologist, had acquired a tas te  f o r  coins and  s tupas during h i s  
journey to Bokhara w i t h  A lexander  Burnes .  A l t hough  t h e  t ime he  
spent i n  Masson's company was limited, h e  was much impressed 
by his personality, h i s  researches and  h i s  knowledge o f  t h e  
region. He encouraged Masson t o  pub l i sh  h i s  an t iquar ian  
discoveries. In consequence h i s  'Memoir o n  t h e  ancient coins 
found at Beghram, in the  Kohis tan o f  Kabul '  accompanied b y  h i s  
line drawings of t he  more impor tant  coins appeared in the  

1 0 5  
Journal of the Asiat ic Society of Bengal in Ap r i l ,  1834 . I. T h e  
Same volume also contained Gerard 's  own  'Memoir o n  the  Topes 
and Antiquities o f  Afghanistan' .  Masson con t r i bu ted  a second a n d  
third memoir on  the  coins t o  subsequent numbers of  t h e  Journa l  
as well as art icles o n   mian an"'? These art ic les,  besides a rous ing  
much interest in cu l t i va ted  c i rc les  in India,  na tu ra l l y  d rew 
attention to the i r  author ,  but i t  was not  ti l l a f te r  h i s  pardon  
that his o n  t h e  I1Duchess o f  Atho l l "  could put two 
and two together. Brownlow was an  associate member o f  t he  

Society o f  Bengal  and in h is  f i r s t  l e t te r  t o  Masson (see 
P a  5) he said that  he had 'der ived much pleasure from the  
Perusal of your  ant iquar ian papers  in the Journa l  o f  t h e  As ia t ic  
Society, l i t t le  did I dream however tha t  I was indebted for  t h i s  
to one so long and int imately known to  me. You r  labours a re  

prized. ' l mportant  and  s t imula t ing though  these Papers 
were, Professor Wilson found them in too detai led and  



inconvenient  a form for  h i s  scho lar ly  purposes and prompted 
Masson t o  p roduce  mater ia l  a n d  d raw ings  for A r i a n a  Antiquo. 

Gerard ,  who h a d  advanced him Rs. 1,000 for his 
researches, cont inued t o  e x e r t  himself o n  Masson's behalf, 
w r i t i n g  t o  S i r  Char les Metcalfe in Calcut ta in December 1833 on 
h i s  way back  t o  I nd ia  t o  t h e  ef fect  tha t  Masson was well 
qua l i f i ed  f o r  any  Government employment. When he reached 
Ludhiana in March  1834, he  spoke t o  Captain Wade about Masson 
and  t h r e w  new liqht o n  t h e  va lue o f  h i s  work.  

A n o t h e r  wel l -wisher h a d  also been active. When sti l l  at an 
ear l y  stage o f  h i s  an t i qua r i an  researches, Masson had made 
proposals o n  1 January ,  1833, t o  t h e  Bombay Government for 
f inancial a i d  t h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  Colonel Henry  Pottinger, to 
whom h e  was appa ren t l y  d r a w n  b y  some complimentary remarks 
of  Major Dav id  Wilson a t    us hire"^. T h i s  l e t t e r  was the start of 
a voluminous correspondence ove r  many years  in which Pottinger 
encouraged Masson's w o r k  a n d  wr i t i ngs ,  obtained books for him 
a n d  a r ranged  t r ans fe r s  o f  money. H e  also sent occasional sums 
o u t  of  h i s  own  pocket.  O n  31 December, 1833, the  Colonel wrote 
of f ic ia l ly  t o  Masson f o rwa rd ing  copies o f  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  the Bombay 
Government recommending a g r a n t  of  Rs. 1,500 to  enable him to 
prosecute h i s  an t iquar ian  researches, a n d  o f  the reply from 
Char les  Nor r i s ,  Ch ie f  Secretary,  sanct ioning the  proposal on 
condi t ion t ha t  Masson handed ove r  a l l  h i s  f i nds  t o  government and 
consigned them t o  ~ o m b a ~ " ~ .  W i t h  t he  l e t t e r  h e  enclosed Rs. 500 
as a n  advance. Masson was la te r  t o  rece ive f u r t he r  grants of 
Rs.  1,000 in 1835 a n d  Rs. 2,000 in 1836 "0. From the beginning 
of  1834, therefore,  h e  s ta r t ed  t o  rece ive sums which, small 
though  they  were, enabled h im to  h i r e  workmen to  tackle the 
'super ior  monuments', a n d  so embark o n  a part icular ly  busy 
year.  

He had  decided t o  spend t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  win ter  a t  ~alalabad 
instead of Kabul  and  h a d  accepted a p ress ing  invi tat ion from the 
Nawab Jabar Khan  t o  s tay  a t  h i s  estate a t  Tatang near by and 
t o  remain t he re  until h i s  hos t  cou ld  jo in him. The  Nawab provided 
a gu ide  who p r o v e d  t o  have escorted Gerard and his partyw 
Masson had  h i s  own servants  a n d  a rnlrzcr o r  secretary Joined 
them; al l  were mounted a n d  armed which was as well since there 
were robbers  about. T h e  p a r t y  took a rou te  through Khurd 
Kabal. Tezin,  Jagdallak a n d  Candamak, which later acquired 
no to r ie ty  as  t h e  one followed b y  t he  re t rea t ing  Br i t i sh  army in 
1842: indeed Jagdallak a n d  Gandamak were t o  b e  the Scenes of 
desperate stands against  overwhelming odds. B y  an ancient 
b r i d g e  ove r  t h e  S u r k h  R u d  the  p a r t y  came across Khalil Khan 
w i t h  w h a  Masson had  s tayed a t  h i s  f i ne  house in Laghman 
years  prev ious ly .  T h e  pleasure o f  t h e  reun ion was marred by 
Khal i l  Khan's news tha t  h e  had  fal len o n  h a r d  times and was 
reduced to col lect ing to l ls  f rom caravans a t  the bridge. He 





complained of  f e v e r  a n d  d i e d  a few days a f te r  Masson reached 
T a  tang.  

T h e  Nawab Jabar  K h a n  had  developed h i s  estate from 
scratch;  i t  now cons is ted o f  a 'super ior  castle wi th  very lofty 
wal ls  a n d  towers '  wh ich  he ld  a spacious residence fo r  his family 
a n d  abou t  t h i r t y - f i v e  houses fo r  h i s  tenants and farm workers, 
s u r r o u n d e d  by l a rge  f lower-gardens a n d  p a r k  land. The Nawab 
took g rea t  p r i d e  in it a n d  was n e v e r  so happy  as when planting 
trees, w iden ing  canals, o r  feast ing upon t h e  beauties of his 
f lower-gardens. 'A doub t f u l  po l i t i c ian and  statesman, his skill as 
a husbandman i s  den ied by n o  one,' says Masson. Comfortably 
ins ta l led in apar tments  o v e r  t h e  p r inc ipa l  gateway wi th a noble 
v iew of t h e  va l ley  o f  Jalalabad, it i s  n o  wonder that Masson 
en joyed h i s  s t a y  in these de l i gh t f u l  su r round ings  or  that he 
spent  o t h e r  w in te r s  a t  Ta tang  thereaf ter .  The  Nawab had 
i ns i s t ed  t ha t  h i s  gues t  shou ld  n o t  wander  f a r  f rom the castle, so 
h e  con f ined  h i s  walks  a n d  c l imbs t o  t h e  immediate environs, 
en joy ing  t h e  ex tens ive  v iews f r om t h e  h i l l s  and taking some 
bear ings.  T h e r e  were  also anc ient  s t r uc tu res  t o  be  examined as 
wel l  as  'one o f  those g raves  of  ex t rao rd ina ry  dimensions which 
abound  in t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  coun t ry ' .  It was 108 feet in  length 
w i t h  a c r u d e l y  cons t ruc ted  s tone wall  sur round;  local legend 
asc r ibed  t h e  g r a v e  t o  t h e  b ib l i ca l  pa t r iach  Lot .  

D u r i n g  1833, Shah Shuja, s t a r t i ng  from Ludhiana and 
encouraged by a f ou r  months '  advance o f  h i s  B r i t i s h  pension and 
hence t h e  tac i t  approva l  o f  t h e  Government o f  India, had 
defeated a force o f  t h e  Amirs  o f  S ind  and  had reached 
Sh i ka rpu r .  Men a n d  money were f low ing  in a n d  the road to 
Kandahar  was open. I n t r i gues  o f  t h e  most tor tuous k ind were 
begun  by the  Kandahar  a n d  Peshawar s i r d a r s  w i t h  the ostensible 
object  o f  i n d u c i n g  Dost  Mahomed Khan  t o  march t o  Kandahar to 
assist  in repe l l i ng  t h e  menace presented b y  Shah Shuja's 
advance. T h e  danger  was manifest,  y e t  t h e  real purpose was to 
en t i ce  Dost  Mahomed away from Kabu l  so tha t  h i s  territories 
would  b e  open t o  invasion by t h e  chiefs o f  Peshawar and 
Jalalabad. Dost  Mahomed agreed  t o  g o  t o  the  a i d  o f  Kandahar 
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  n o  advantage would b e  taken o f  h i s  absence by 
t h e  Peshawar chiefs.  Su l tan  Mahomed Khan, the  senior sirdarn 
h a d  moved up beyond  Jalalabad and,  whi le  dec lar ing his desire 
for  a u n i t e d  family f r o n t  t o  face t h e  cr is is ,  cover t l y  sent agents 
t o  s u b v e r t  Dost  Mahomed's suppor te rs .  T h e  la t ter  in turn 
d ispatched emissaries t o  Peshawar o n  a similar e r rand !  Masson 
States t ha t  t he  Nawab Jabar Khan  a n d  Ha j i  Khan  were aware of 
these p lo ts  a n d  countenanced them, hence t he  former's fears for 
Masson's safety should  h e  wander  fa,- from Tatang. Dost 
Mahomed had  n o  i l lus ions as  to  the real  intent ions of his 
b r o t h e r s  a n d  p re tended  t o  p repa re  f o r  a march t o  Kandahar but 
swi tched d i rec t ion  and  sent  h i s  army toward Jalalabad instead. 



Mahomed Akbar  Khan, t h e  Dost 's  son had  been sent  t o  LaClhman 
province and the  two  forces succeeded in t a k i n g  Jalalabad in 
January 1834 wi thout  a siege a n d  w i thou t  bloodshed; i t s  c a p t u r e  
made the ru le r  o f  Kabul  more formidable t h a n  ever .  

The Nawab Jabar Khan  a r r i v e d  a t  Ta tang  f rom Kabu l  t h e  
day before the  assault o n  Jalalabad, wh i le  Haj i  Khan  took h imsel f  
to Peshawar where h e  en te red  t h e  serv ice  o f  t h e  s i rda rs .  
Immediately a f te r  h i s  host 's  a r r i v a l  Masson l e f t  Ta tang  t o  w o r k  
on the stupas o f  Darunta  (Chap te r  X )  a n d  was engaged t h e r e  
until the Nawab earnest ly requested h im t o  accompany h i s  son, 
Abdul Ghias Khan, who was t o  b e  sen t  t o  Ind ia  t o  rece ive a n  
English education. Masson f e l t  t h a t  h e  cou ld  n o t  decen t l y  re fuse 
and agreed t o  accompany t h e  young  man t o  Peshawar a t  a l l  
events and to Lahore, if necessary. T h e  idea o f  send ing  A b d u l  
Ghias Khan t o  Ludhiana h a d  o r ig ina ted  w i t h  Saiyad Keramat A l i ;  
i t  was b y  no means app roved  o f  by Dost  Mahomed Khan  who 
viewed with distaste a connect ion w i t h  t he  B r i t i s h  author i t ies ,  
particularly when t he  in te res ts  o f  t h e  fami ly were be ing  
threatened b y  Shah Shuja. T h a t  t h rea t  soon ob l iged Dost  
Mahomed Khan t o  r e t u r n  t o  Kabul ,  whereupon A b d u l  Ghias Khan  
Was secretly floated down t h e  r i v e r  o n  a r a f t  t o  Peshawar; o n  2 2  
March Masson followed w i t h  a ' formidable cavalcade, t h e  re t i nue  
of the young lad'.  He  found  h i s  cha rge  lodged w i t h  Su l tan 
Mahomed Khan and a c r i t i ca l  s i tuat ion b rew ing .  A S i kh  a rmy  
under Har i  Singh was encamped some f i v e  miles f rom t h e  c i t y  
and it was feared t h a t  h e  would  occupy  it unde r  t h e  terms of  
the treaty between Ranj i t  S i ngh  a n d  Shah Shuja (see p. 14).  
The plots devised by the  chiefs o f  Peshawar t o  ruin Dost 
Mahomed Khan had recoi led u p o n  them; h i s  v i c t o r y  a t  Jalalabad 
had broken the confederacy a n d  t hey  now feared les t  h e  should 
attack them. In the i r  d i s t ress  t hey  app l ied t o  t he  S i khs  fo r  
assistance. Haj i  Khan, who was t o  have  been a main ins t rument  
for the dest ruct ion of  Dost  Mahomed Khan, h a d  on l y  succeeded 
in alienating a section o f  t h e  army a n d  t h e  Shia po r t i on  o f  t h e  
Population : both  these g r o u p s  a n d  t he  p r inc ipa l  H indu merchants 
also approached the  Sikhs.  Peshawar fe l l  l i k e  a r i p e  plum. 

Masson had a f r o n t  r ow  view o f  t h e  act ion:  'The  morn ing  
came, when Sul tan Mahomed Khan, who  h a d  always h i s  spy-glass 
in hand, descr ied t he  S i kh  force in motion. A l l  became 
panic-struck, and horses were  saddled a n d  mounted in a t r ice .  
The house was emptied as  if by magic, a n d  none remained in it 
but Abdul Chias Khan, h i s  p a r t y ,  a n d  myself.  We ascended t h e  

and beheld t h e  S ikhs moving fo rward  in v e r y  respectable 
In the van was the  young  Shahzada [ he i r  apparen t ]  o n  a n  

w i th  H a r i  S ingh  a n d  a va r i e t y  o f  S i k h  chiefs, a t tended 
a host o f  cava l ry .  Beh ind  them followed t he  bat ta l ions o f  

Court  advanc ing in columns at a b r i s k  pace . . . 
Subsequently we learned during the  day  tha t  t h e  S ikhs p ress ing  



too close upon  Haji Khan, who covered t h e  re t reat  o f  Sultan 
Mahomed Khan, t he  Khan  los t  pat ience and t u r n e d  upon them. 
He handled them v e r y  severe ly  . . . Some v e r v  splendid 
instances o f  i nd iv idua l  b r a v e r y  were exh ib i ted  by th(! Afghans, 
and  one gal lant  fellow c u t  down  s i x  o f  h i s  opponents'. It was to 
no avai l  and  t he  discomforted s i r da rs  r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  hi l ls.  

Abdu l  Ghias Khan  hav ing  made ar rangements  w i th  the Sikhs 
fo r  h i s  depa r tu re  f o r  Ludhiana, Masson saw no reason to 
accompany him a s  h i s  onward  journey would b e  safe and easy. 
Masso:i was anxious t o  g e t  back  t o  h i s  excavations, but h is  first 
stop was a t  the  f u g i t i v e  s i r da rs '  camp. From the re  h e  took the 
Abkhana route,  a n  a l t e rna t i ve  t o  t he  K h y b e r  Pass and therefore 
new t o  him. A t  M inch in i  h e  was p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  escort of 
Mohrnand t r ibesmen as f a r  a s  Dakka t o  which a certain Saleh 
Mahomed, a Ghilzai, a t tached himself.  A t  Abkhana the  par ty  had 
a n  exc i t i ng  t ime be ing  f e r r i e d  across t h e  swollen and raging 
Kabul  r i v e r  o n  r a f t s  o f  sk ins.  T h e y  had  emerged f rom the hills 
i n t o  t he  va l ley  o f  Jalalabad when four  A fghans  joined them and 
set t o  work  making c r u d e  sandals f rom t h e  beaten stems of a 
p lant .  Presuming t ha t  Masson cou ld  n o t  unders tand  Pushtu they 
ta lked  loud ly  a n d  f ree ly .  He  was n o t  amused t o  discover that 
t hey  in tended t o  r o b  h im a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  sandals were being made 
t o  follow him. 

He  h a d  a l ready become suspic ious o f  Saleh Mahomed who 
had  a t  f i r s t  k e p t  himself v e r y  much a p a r t  a n d  had latterly 
disappeared. A s  t h e  escor t  was abou t  t o  r e t u r n  home i t  
t ransp i red  t ha t  Saleh Mahomed had  t r i e d  o n  several occasions to 
suborn  them t o  commit, o r  connive a t ,  r o b b e r y  a n d  having failed 
had  gone off t o  seek more compliant associates. Masson was much 
concerned s ince h i s  p a r t y  was in a reg ion  o f  bad  repu te  and was 
unarmed. A t  Bassowal, Saleh Mahomed was detected in the 
bazaar in the  company o f  s i x  o t h e r  men, a l l  w i t h  the i r  faces 
muff led a n d  wear ing swords. A t  t h i s  awkward  moment, luck came 
t o  Masson's rescue. A n  armed g r o u p  of  f o r t y  Kohistani  merchants 
appeared from the  vi l lage, abou t  t o  make a night march towards 
Jalalabad. T h e y  agreed t o  allow Masson's p a r t y  t o  join their 
caravan. He  was soon recognised by t h r e e  o r  f o u r  of them who 
had  p rev ious ly  seen him in t h e  Kohistan;  unders tand ing between 
them therefore became complete. Jalalabad was reached without 
d i f f i cu l t y  and  Masson resumed h i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  excavations at  
Darunta .  He  then  t u r n e d  h i s  a t ten t ion  t o  t h e  Chahar Bagh 
stupas a n d  in May t o  those a t  Hadda. 

Masson subsequent ly ascerta ined t h a t  Saleh Mahomed had an 
ev i l  reputa t ion as  a h i r e d  assassin. I t  was t hough t  tha t  he might 
have been commissioned f rom some high quar te r ,  but Masson 
bel ieved tha t  Saleh Mahomed mus t  have  been among the crowd 
when the former showed t o  t he  f ug i t i ve  s i r d a r s  a t  t he i r  camp the 
re l ics  ext rac ted from the  Darun ta  s tupas which h e  had  taken 



peshawar. Seeing what  h e  cons idered t o  b e  t reasure,  Saleh 
Mahomedls cup id i ty  had  been aroused. Some t ime a f te rwards  a t  
Kabul the Ghilzai t r i e d  t o  contact  Masson who re fused  t o  see 
him. Several at tempts t o  b u r g l e  h i s  house t h e  n e x t  year  l ed  
Masson to suppose t h a t  Saleh Mahomed was t h e  ins t iga to r .  

I n  July Dost Mahomed Khan n a r r o w l y  defeated Shah Shuja 
at Kandahar. Th i s  defeat was d u e  more t o  Shah Shuja 's defects 
than to h is  opponent's l imi ted m i l i t a r y  sk i l l .  T h e  ex -k i ng  was a 
consistent loser o f  bat t les who was always more concerned abou t  
the safety o f  h i s  harem a n d  h i s  t reasure  t han  abou t  ach iev ing  
victory. On th is  occasion, Shah Shuja q u i t t e d  t h e  f i e l d  whi le  t h e  
action was st i l l  go ing o n  a n d  Dost  Mahomed Khan  prevai led,  in 
spite o f  the uncer ta in  temper o f  h i s  t roops  a n d  t h e  t reasonable 
approaches to  Shah Shuja o f  A b d u l  Samad,* t h e  Nawab Jabar Khan  
and other leaders. H i s  v i c t o r y  o v e r  a former  monarch f u r t h e r  
enhanced h is  reputat ion a n d  paved  t h e  way f o r  h i s  assumpt ion of 
the t i t le o f  Amir. Shah Shuja was n o t  p u r s u e d  a n d  a f t e r  
encountering many d i f f i cu l t i es  in t h e  Seistan, Ba luch is tan a n d  
Sind finally managed t o  r e t u r n  t o  Ludhiana whence h e  h a d  
started. 

The dispossessed Peshawar s i r d a r s  h a d  meanwhile aga in  
moved u p  to  Jalalabad w i t h  a view t o  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  p rov ince  in 
the hope and bel ief  t ha t  Dost  Mahomed Khan  would b e  defeated. 
Disappointed in t h i s  r e g a r d  S i r d a r  Mahomed K h a n  a n d  Haj i  Khan  
made their peace w i t h  Dost  Mahomed Khan. T h e  unset t led state 
of the region p r o v i n g  unfavourab le  t o  Masson's researches a t  
Hadda, he lef t  t o  resume wo rk  a t  Darunta .  With h i s  workmen h e  
then toured the  Kuna r  r i v e r  val ley in A u g u s t  look ing for  
monuments and  inspect ing t h e  coun t ry .  He  f ound  a small, but 
perfect, stupa w i th  i t s  base a n d  d r u m  e n t i r e  - a r a r e  occurrence 
- but the unf r iend ly  landowner p reven ted  i t s  excavat ion.  F i nd ing  
that the inhabi tants were genera l ly  i l l -disposed, Masson though t  
i t  Prudent to turn back. 

On a second excurs ion t o  Laghman h e  fol lowed t h e  A l i shang  
and Alingar r i v e r s  up-stream from the i r  junct ion a n d  in so do ing  
Penetrated f u r t he r  t han  a n y  European until t h e  p resen t  cen tu r y .  
In the course o f  t h i s  trip, h e  v is i ted t he  sh r i ne  a n d  g r a v e  a t  
Mehtarlam tradi t ional ly  assigned t o  Lamech, t h e  fa ther  o f  Noah; 

more celebrated t han  Lot 's  g r a v e  i t  i s  much smaller, 48 
feet long, but s t i l l  o f  ' ex t raord inary  dimensions'. O the r  g raves  

similar size in the  v i c i n i t y  a r e  said t o  b e  o f  Lamech's 
Well pleased w i t h  h i s  t r i p s  a n d  h i s  tho rough  

* The unprincipled Persian adventurer who later,  when in  the service of  
the Amir of  Bokhara, was par t ly  responsible for the execution of 
Colonel Stoddart and Captain Conolly in  1842. 



exploration of  the valley o f  Jalalabad 'abounding in  interesting 
monuments, as tumuli, mounds, caves etc. ,* Masson left for Kabul 
on 14 September, 1834 to start  work on stupas around the 
capital beginning with Guldara. 



CHAPTER X :  TOPES, TUMULI AND RELICS 

I t  appeared to me to be l ikely that a connected 
description of the  pr incipal  ant iqui t ies and of the 
whole of the coins received from Mr Masson, would 
be acceptable both to  the cul t ivators of numismatic 
sciences, and to those interested in  the  ancient 
history of lnd ia . 

H.H.  Wilson Ariana Antiqua 

The Great Tope o f  Manikyala a n d  i t s  smaller ne ighbours  
proved to be o f  seminal impor tance for  t h e  s t u d y  of  B u d d h i s t  
architecture in t he  Punjab a n d  Afghanis tan a n d  of  t h e  coinage of  
the Kushan k ings  a n d  t h e i r  successors ( a n d  hence t h e  ear l y  
history o f  the  reg ion) .  It a lso se rved  t o  demonstrate a n  
effective, i f crude, method of  excava t ing  such  s t r uc tu res .  It i s  
a solid c i rcular  building surmounted by a dome a n d  was f i r s t  
reported b y  Mounts tuar t  E lph instone o n  h i s  r e t u r n  journey t o  
British lndia in 1809 f rom h i s  abo r t i ve  mission t o  Shah Shuja a t  
Peshewar (see p. 12). He descr ibes t h e  event  as follows: 
'The most remarkable s i g h t  we  met w i t h  in t h i s  pa r t ,  an t i  
perhaps in the whole of  o u r  journey,  was a n  ed i f ice  abou t  f i f teen 
miles from Banda, o u r  second march f r om Rawil Pindee . . . 
which seemed a t  f i r s t  t o  b e  a cupola but, when approached, was 
found to be a sol id s t r u c t u r e  o n  a low a r t i f i c ia l  mound. T h e  
height from the top o f  t h e  mound t o  t h e  t op  o f  t h e  building was 
about seventy feet, a n d  t h e  c i rcumference was f ound  t o  b e  One 
hundred and f i f t y  paces [subsequent ly  establ ished as 500 feet].  
I t  was bu i l t  o f  la rge pieces o f  a h a r d  s tone . . . T h e  g rea te r  
part of the outs ide was cased w i t h  t h e  [same] stone, c u t  q u i t e  
Smooth; and the  whole seemed in tended  t o  have been t h u s  faced, 
though it had e i the r  been le f t  incomplete, o r  t h e  cas ing h a d  
fallen down. The  p l an  o f  t h e  p hole could, however, b e  easi ly 
discovered. Some broad  steps (now most ly r u i ned )  led  t o  t he  
base of the p i le :  r o u n d  t h e  base i s  a moulding o n  which a r e  
Pilasters about fou r  feet high, a n d  s ix  feet asunder ;  these have 
plain capitals, a n d  suppo r t  a corn ice marked w i t h  paral le l  l ines 
and beadings. T h e  whole o f  t h i s  may b e  seven o r  e i gh t  feet high 

* '  Above t h i s  rose a perpend icu la r  wall o r  d r u m  fo r  abou t  
lix feet from whence sp rang  t h e  dome. Most o f  Elphinstone's 
party thought i t  'decidedly Grecian'.  They  h a d  s ta r ted  O n  t he i r  
lide-trip in o r d e r  t o  look f o r  t he  repu ted  s i te  o f  Taxi la, but in 
fact Taxila l ies r ough l y  a s  f a r  t o  the  nor thwes t  of Rawalpindi  as 
Manik~ala  i s  t o  the  southeast. T h e  inhab i tan ts  of  t h e  near-by 
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,,illage o f  Manikyala cal led t h e  ed i f ice  a Tope, t h e  f i r s t  ins tance 
of i ts use in European hear ing ,  a n d  therea f te r  genera l ly  adopted 
in the 19th Cen tu ry  t o  descr ibe  s imi lar  s t r uc tu res .  Masson w r i t es  
'tope1 throughout but modern usage p re fe r s  's tupat .  

Twenty-one years  elapsed be fo re  t h e  charac te r  of  t h e  tope 
or stupa was ascerta ined by actua l  examination. It p r o v e d  t o  
consist o f  a small i n n e r  s tupa encased in a much l a r g e r  one. 
After unsuccessful a t tempts  t o  pene t ra te  i t  a t  t h e  base o f  t he  
dome, General Ventura had  h i s  sold iers s t a r t  a t  t h e  summit a n d  
dig downwards. Deposits o f  re l i cs  were  uncovered  a t  va r i ous  
depths. A t  about twen ty - f i ve  feet  a n  i r o n  box  was f ound  
containing a go ld  box wh ich  in turn he ld  a go ld  coin, some 
silver ones and  some jewellery. O f  these coins some were 
Sassanian and  one o f  Vasovarman (circa.A. D. 720) suggest ing t ha t  
either the ou te r  stupa was o f  v e r y  late date, o r  a n  ear l i e r  one 
had been restored a t  t h a t  time. A t  f o r t y - f i v e  feet, a l a rge  
quarried stone appeared a n d  undernea th  it a similar s tone w i t h  a 
hollow in the cen t re  in which l a y  a copper  vase conta in ing a go ld  
cylinder. A t  f i f t y - f o u r  feet  a n d  again  a t  s i x t y - f ou r  feet, a few 
more coins and  o the r  objects were found. T h e  p r inc ipa l  deposi t  
appeared a t  a dep th  o f  seven ty - f i ve  feet :  a n  immense stone s lab 
covering a small cav i t y  which y ie lded  a copper  box f i l l ed  w i t h  a 
brown l iquid;  ins ide was a b rass  re l i c  casket  w i t h  a punched  
inscription on  the  lid, ins ide  t ha t  again was a go ld  cy l i nde r  
holding a go ld  coin o f  Kanishka a n d  var ious  re l ics  toge ther  w i t h  
five copper coins o f  Vima Kadphises a n d  Kanishka.  Outs ide t h e  
copper box were f o r t y - f ou r  coins o f  t h e  same monarchs. I t  would 
seem therefore tha t  t h e  or ig ina l ,  smaller stupa was erected 
during o r  shor t l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Kanishka. 

Encouraged by the  successful operat ions o f  h i s  
fellow-officer, General C o u r t  opened n o  fewer  than  f i f teen 
smaller, but similar, s tupas in the  immediate v i c i n i t y  o f  
Manikyala vil lage. In one o f  them h e  too f ound  a small chamber 
underneath a massive stone slab in the  cen t re  o f  which stood a 

urn contain ing a s i l ve r  cy l i nde r  w i t h  seven s i l ve r  Roman 
coins, and f u r t he r  enclosing a go ld  cy l i nde r  ho ld i ng  f ou r  go ld  
coins of Kanishka, prec ious stones a n d  pear ls.  These coins of  
the Roman Republ ic  were na tu ra l l y  o f  g rea t  he lp  in da t i ng  the  
monument since, once identi f ied, they cou ld  b e  dated w i t h  
precision, un l i ke  most o f  t h e  Kushan coins in the  t hen  state of  
knowledge. T h e  stupa ev iden t l y  cannot h a v e  been built ear l ie r  
than the latest o f  t he  Roman coins (Marc  An tony  as a T r i u m v i r  
C -  4 3  R.C.1 no r  la ter  than  Kanishkats  re ign.  However, coins o f  
the Roman Republic remained in c i rcu la t ion f o r  o v e r  a h u n d r e d  
years SO that  a f te r  a l lowing f o r  a substant ia l  pe r iod  of 
circulation, much wear a n d  long-distance t ravels,  t h e i r  presence 

be consistent w i t h  c u r r e n t  v iews o f  Kanishka's date  of 
about A.D. 1 2 0 .  



A l though  Masson does n o t  seem t o  have  v is i ted Manikyala, 
h e  would  have  been aware of  i t s  importance a n d  of  the technique 
employed in opening i t f r om Hon igberger  a n d  from the pages of 
t h e  Journal  of  t h e  As ia t i c  Society o f  Bengal. He profited 
accord ing ly  when h e  s t a r t e d  t o  a t t ack  t he  s tupas in the Jalalabad 
val ley. Occasionally h e  dug from t h e  top  o n  t h e  Manikyala model, 
finding coins and  re l ics  a t  d i f f e r e n t  levels. B u t  usually he 
penet ra ted t h e  monuments hor izonta l ly  a t  t h e  junction of  the 
d r u m  a n d  i t s  platform. Ce r ta i n l y  h e  developed a keen intuitive 
sense of  where t o  look f o r  h i dden  rel ics. He  too came across the 
'Russian Doll '  feature  o f  cy l i nde rs  w i t h i n  cy l inders  within other 
cy l inders ,  r ang ing  f rom a base metal t o  s i l ve r  t o  p u r e  gold. In 
Ariana ,4ntiqua h e  summarises h i s  opin ions o n  the nature and 

o r i g i n  o f  t he  s t r u c t u r e s  h e  examined a n d  therea f te r  discusses his 
f i nds " ' .  A tope, h e  says, comprises t w o  essential parts, the 
base, usual ly  square, a n d  t h e  perpend icu la r  body or drum 
res t i ng  thereon. T h e  d r u m  always terminates in the  form of a 
cupola, sometimes o n l y  s l i gh t l y  convex,  but more frequently 
approach ing t h e  shape o f  a cone. Be l t s  o f  ornamental mouldings 
enclose t he  c i rcumference o f  t h e  d r u m  f requen t l y  containing a 
succession of arches suppor ted  o n  pi lasters.  In some cases only 
t h e  p i las ters  occur,  a n d  in s t i l l  fewer even they a re  omitted, 
and  t he  be l ts  o f  mouldings cons t i tu te  t h e  decorative 
character ist ics.  

These monuments a r e  substant ia l ly  const ructed of  layers of 
l a rge  stones, cemented w i t h  wel l -prepared a n d  beaten earth. 
While the  i n te r i o r s  o f  s tupas a r e  immense masses of  stones and 
earth,  regu la r l y  disposed, t he  ex te r i o r  surfaces have been 
objects of  pa r t i cu la r  care. O n  t he  uppe r  por t ions  of most of 
them, from the  lower l ines of mouldings, concentr ic  lines of 
fashioned stones have been cont inued t o  the  summit. As the 
space between these concent r ic  c i rc les  i s  f i l l ed  up wi th  'dark 
slate, in t h e  most cu r ious ly  neat manner, such topes present a 
v e r y  s ingu lar  a n d  s t r i k i n g  appearance, f rom the  chequered 
arrangement o f  t h e i r  uppe r  surfaces [i . e. d iaper  masonry 1 The 
mouldings, p i lasters,  arches, and  o the r  embellishments stand in 
relief, and  a r e  a l l  formed w i t h  slate-stones in the  same peculiar 
and  neat sty le. '  The  abundance of  slate of  a f ine da rk  colour in 
t he  h i l l s  o f  Afghanistan has  ' fu r r i i shed t he  a r t i s t s  w i th  a plentiful 
supply  o f  excel lent and  easi ly worked materials, of which they 
have  admirably p ro f i t ed  t o  promote the  elegance and  beauty 
these s t ruc tu res .  ' Or ig ina l ly ,  a surface of whi te  stucco covered 
the  upper  por t ions o f  t h e  stupas, i nc l ud ing  the  mouldings and 
decorat ive belts, also p robab ly  t he  lower por t ions  but in most 
cases t h i s  has disappeared. 

A s  t o  the i r  size, Masson states t ha t  they  v a r y  great ly in 
t he i r  dimensions but tha t  they would appear t o  have been 
regulated, as eve ry th i ng  else re la t ing  t o  them, o n  a fixed 
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principle. Some o f  the  monuments h a v e  a c i rcumference o f  one 
hundred and fo r ty - fou r  feet, many of  one  hundred a n d  e i g h t  
feet, while others even exceed o r  fa l l  s h o r t  o f  these dimensions. 
Stupas must be considered as fac ing east, b o t h  because many of  
their bases have f l i gh ts  o f  s teps at  t h a t  po in t ,  and  because 
others have niches f r o n t i n g  t h e  east. Some o f  t h e  bases o f  
larger stupas had f l i gh ts  o f  steps at  a l l  t h e  ca rd ina l  po in ts ,  
others only at t he  eastern and  wes te rn  po in ts ,  and  o the rs  again 
simply at the eastern points;  some had  none. E v e r y  s tupa  was 
erected on a base a l though f rom t h e  ravages o f  t ime and  t he  
accumulation o f  fal len deb r i s  it cannot always b e  recognised as 
such. 

Many stupas have cont iguous t o  them l a r g e  ob long areas 
enclosed within huge  mounds o f  e a r t h  wh ich  may perhaps  have 
been intended f o r  reservo i rs  o f  water. F requen t l y  these areas l i e  
to the south, but also t o  t h e  east o r  west. No  Darun ta  s tupas 
have these areas whereas al l  those o f  Chahar  Bagh ,  Hadda, a n d  
the Kabul d i s t r i c t  have  them. Masson notes t h a t  t h e  favour i te  
sites of stupas a r e  a t  t h e  s k i r t s  o f  h i l l s ,  o n  eminences separated 
from each other b y  ravines.  A l l  of  them have  a number  of  caves 
near by, many o f  which a r e  l a r g e  a n d  a l l  were o r ig ina l l y  l i ned  
with stucco. The  la rges t  caves have  decorated a n d  ca rved  
interiors culminating in a cupola. Stupas a r e  a lways accompanied 
by tumuli, o f ten by many; t hough  f r equen t l y  isolated, a tumulus 
is never wi thout  i t s  cave. Tumul i  abound  a l l  ove r  Afghanistan.  
Water i s  constantly found near  s tupas a n d  i t s  presence seems t o  
have been a govern ing fac tor  in t h e  select ion o f  t h e  sites. A t  
Hadda, water had  been conducted in sub te r ranean  aqueducts  
from remote points, t h r o u g h  a most d i f f i c u l t  soil, a n d  a t  g rea t  
labour and cost. Where wate r  n o  longer  ex is ts  close by, t h e  
original, but exhausted, sp r i ngs  a r e  easi ly v is ib le.  

Masson goes o n  t o  d iscuss t h e  re l ics  h i dden  w i t h i n  t he  
Stupas and, occasionally, w i t h i n  t h e  tumul i .  T h e y  are, h e  
writes, mostly d iscovered in small chambers formed b y  squares 
of slate, enclosed in caskets o r  vases o f  copper,  brass,  a n d  
Steatite. These vases, sometimes globular ,  sometimes cy l indr ica l ,  

contain small c y l i nd r i ca l  cases o f  go ld  a n d  / o r  s i l ve r ,  
either separate o r  enclosed t h e  one w i t h i n  t h e  o ther .  In one of 
these will general ly  be  found  a f ragment  o r  two of  bone. a n d  
these appear t o  have  been t h e  essential re l ics  ove r  which t h e  
Stupas were raised. In t h e  l a r g e r  vases i s  usual ly  d iscovered a 
portion of  f ine pu lve r i sed  ea r t h  o r  o f  ashes, amongst which have  
been placed burnt pear ls,  beads, r ings ,  seals, a n d  o t h e r  
trinkets, w i th  gems, coloured stones, pieces of  c r y  stat, 

o f  mother-of-pearl ,  shel l  etc. In some examples t h e  
have been accompanied by tw is ts  of  b a r k  w i t h  

inscriptions thereon. Unfortunate1 y , these pieces of b a r k  have 
disintegrated o r  d o  so when handled a n d  what m igh t  b e  



invaluable evidence i s  lost. A l though rel ics a re  generally lodged 
in the centres of stupas o n  the  l i ne  where the  drums rest on 
the i r  bases, they a r e  sometimes found a t  t he  centre and bottom 
of the  la t te r  where they  touch virgin soil. Very many stupas, 
and even tumuli, have double s t ruc tures :  an inner stupa 
enclosed in an ou ter  one o f  similar form. The  inner core is 
covered wi th  stucco and the  l ine  o f  separation from the outer 
stupa i s  often marked by unburnt br icks,  o r  b y  stones o f  a kind 
di f ferent from those used in the  mass. 

Using the  Nawab Jabar Khan's comfortable country seat at 
Tatang as h i s  base, Masson excavated a t  three localities i n  the 
Jalalabad valley : Darunta (comprising stupas a t  Kotpur, 
Bimaran, Nandara etc., 18 in total); Chahar Bagh ( 6  stupas); 
and Hadda (13 stupas), which h e  believed were in chronological 
order ,  Hadda being the  latest settlement. A t  Darunta, the local 
landowner, considering the  stupas t o  be  h is  own property,  sent 
a p a r t y  o f  armed men t o  d r i v e  away Masson's workmen, but 
explanations led t o  so good a n  understanding tha t  henceforth the 
owner's castle became Massonts advance headquarters. The 
Masson charm had worked again. Of t he  locali ty, h e  remarks that 
'The scenery o f  Darunta is  natura l ly  picturesque; and its 
in terest  is, o f  course, much enhanced b y  the  presence of its 
topes. The  coup-dtoeil must needs have been gorgeous when 
these monuments existed in thei r  or ig inal  splendour' [i.e. 
painted and g i lded]  . 

We shall now follow the  sequence of excavations described 
a t  length b y  Masson in Ariana Antiqua selecting the more 
important resul ts f o r  mentionu2. A t  Stupa No.2 o f  Kotpur he 
found, apparent ly f o r  the  f i r s t  time, an inner  stupa with a 
diameter of twelve feet and covered w i th  stucco. Ten copper 
coins w i t h  a f igure  of  Hercules on  the  reverse*, a steatite 
cy l inder  containing a small one of s i lver,  and some relics, were 
discovered. 

Stupa No. 2 o f  Birnaran had been opened b y  Honigberger but 
abandoned. Reopening it, Masson made h i s  most s t r i k ing  single 
discovery, the famous Bimaran Rel iquary (col. Plate) : a round 
casket of p u r e  gold wi th  fou r  f igures, repeated, of Buddha 
flanked b y  Indra, Brahma and a female disciple, each in a 
cusped niche. A row o f  twelve garnets embellish the top and 
bottom while the  base has a lotus-flower design. The reliquary 
(now in the B r i t i s h  Museum) i s  considered t o  be a masterpiece of 
Candharan Buddhis t  metalware; i t  may be  dated to  the late 2nd 
o r  early 3 r d  century  A .  D . " ~  Inside the  casket were found a 
piece of bone, n o  doubt  the sacred rel ic, and various gold 
objects. It had been enclosed in the usual vase o f  steatite but 

* Kujula Kadphises: 2nd hal f  o f  1st century  A .D .  



with lines o f  inscr ip t ions scra tched o n  it a n d  o n  i t s  cover .  
Within the vase were numerous go ld  ornaments, gems a n d  beads, 
etc. Outside the  vase were f o u r  copper  co ins  in excel lent  
condition o f  t he  'horseman1 t y p e  a n d  o n  t he  obverse  t he  t i t l es  
BASILEUS BASILEON. On t h e  reve rse  were  characters  in 
Kharoshthi scr ip t .  * 

Honiberger had  h a d  b e t t e r  l u c k  a t  Stupa No. 3 o f  Bimaran 
where he found  ano ther  g l obu la r  s teat i te  vase conta in ing a 
variety o f  t r i nke t s  a n d  ornaments w i t h  many burnt pear ls.  
Outside the vase, in a q u a n t i t y  o f  f i n e  mould, as  in the  case o f  
the Bimaran re l iquary ,  was a handsome pagoda-l i k e  ornament o f  
gold, more burnt pear l s  a n d  twenty-seven copper  co ins  w i t h  the  
legend BASILEUS BASILEON SOTER MEGAS .' 

Masson1s examination o f  t h e  Bimaran s tupas led  h im to  
hazard the theory  t ha t  whi le depos i ts  o f  coins o f  t h e  same t y p e  
indicate the age o f  t he  s t r uc tu re ,  t h e i r  actual  number  may n o t  
be accidental, but may re fe r  t o  t h e  l eng th  o f  l i f e  o r  re ign.  T h i s  
hypothesis, h e  says, cannot  o f  course  app l y  t o  s tupas wh ich  
yield a medley o f  coins o f  a l l  t ypes  a n d  ages, but on ly  t o  those 
where the coins a r e  of  a s ing le  t y p e  a n d  o f  'appl icable 
numbers1. The  twenty-seven Soter Megas co ins f rom Bimaran 
stupa No.3 dep ic t  t h e  b u s t  o f  a king a t  ages r a n g i n g  from 20 t o  
50 years. They  may therefore  represen t  t h e  regnal  years  of  t he  
king responsible f o r  i t s  erect ion. Masson's in te res t ing  theory  has 
not been followed up, but it should  b e  no ted  t h a t  in some stupa 
deposits which have  a n  insc r ip t ion ,  t he  regna l  year  i s  g i ven  in 
the inscript ion. T h e  number  o f  coins o f  a r u l e r  f ound  by Masson 
do not seem t o  exceed t h e  l eng th  o f  r e i gns  where  t h i s  i s  now 
known from deciphered insc r ip t ions .  

Stupa No. 5 o f  Bimaran ( o r  Jani Tope) y ie lded n o  fewer t han  
seven chambers ca re fu l l y  enclosed by slate stones, t h ree  h a v i n g  
been found b y  Honigberger ,  t h ree  by local inhabi tants ,  a n d  t he  
seventh b y  Masson digging down from t h e  summit. A l toge ther  
sixty-eight coins were recovered,  most ly o f  t h e  'Hercules' t y p e  
i n  poor condit ion but w i t h  a few of  t he  'Horseman' t y p e  a l l  in 
excel lent preservat ion.  

Of the stupas a t  Deh Rahman, No.2 was remarkable fo r  i t s  
size, one hund red  a n d  e i gh t y  feet in circumference, a n d  fo r  i t s  
situation in the  middle o f  the  vi l lage. Stupa No.1 o f  Nandara i s  
considered b y  Masson t o  b e  t h e  most beau t i fu l  a n d  most 
tastefully executed of  t h e  whole g roup .  L a r g e r  t h a n  most w i th  a 
~ i rcumference o f  one h u n d r e d  a n d  f o r t y - f ou r  feet, i t  r es t s  o n  a 
magnificent base w i t h  a flight of  s teps o n  t h e  east side. It has a 
' 

These coins are of billon (an  alloy) copying the types of Azez I I  silver 
coins with the added tomgho (distinctive symbol) of Kujula Kadphises, 
the Kushan ruler .  

' The King of Kings, the Saviour, the Great: known as the nameless 
King. His coins proved to be perticularly numerous in  Afghanstan. 



be l t  of  double  l i nes  o f  mould ings a n d  a succession o f  finely 
t u r n e d  arches and  pi lasters "'! Above  t h e  mouldings, dark  slate 
and  wh i te  stones g i v e  a chequered p a t t e r n  and  ' the effect 
produced by t h i s  diamond o r  chequered arrangement is  nowhere 
so advantageously d isp layed as in t h i s  tope'. Opened f i rs t  by 
Hon igberger  and  t h e n  by Masson, it y ie lded a painted bark 
casket much decayed, but no  rel ics.  It i s  also one o f  the few 
stupas w i t h  a shaf t  in t h e  cent re .  

Stupa Gudara p roduced  a s i l ve r  casket  enclosing a smaller 
one of  gold, together  w i t h  a few ornaments a n d  the essential 
re l ic ,  a f ragment  o f  bone. In t h i s  s tupa Masson met with the 
novel  c i rcumstance o f  a tunne l  running f rom t h e  cent re  towards 
t he  s ide which h e  subsequent ly  found  in two  o the r  instances. He 
was unable  t o  hazard  a guess  a s  t o  i t s  meaning. 

A t  Chahar Bagh  t h e  s tupas p r o v e d  t o  be  o f  inferior 
appearance a n d  smaller dimensions t han  those o f  the  Darunta 
g roup ,  r a r e l y  exceeding one h u n d r e d  a n d  e ight  feet. No 
a rch i tec tu ra l  embellishments were  observable, n o r  any  traces of 
t h e  usual ex terna l  coat ing o f  stucco o r  cement: they  were 'rude, 
naked s t ruc tu res ' .  On  t he  o t h e r  hand, t hey  each had a large 
oblong space, enclosed by l o f t y  and  ample mounds. Chahar Bagh 
did n o t  p rove  v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  of  f inds, but the  coins were 
unmixed deposi ts o f  t he  Kushan era, whi le  Stupa No.4 produced 
twenty-e ight  coins o f  Kanishka.  T h e  numerous tumuli  which are 
such a feature  o f  t h e  area a n d  whose purpose  baf f led Masson, 
were l ikewise ba r ren  o f  resu l ts .  

The  Hidda (Hadda) stupas s i tuated abou t  f i v e  miles south of 
Jalalabad also showed on l y  ba re  masonry :  in fact  they were even 
then of ten too d i lap idated t o  have  p reserved  the i r  original 
outl ines. Nevertheless, t hey  gave  highly satisfactory results: 
go ld  a n d  s i l ve r  cy l ind r i ca l  cases a n d  numerous ornaments as well 
as  coins a n d  bones. In Stupa No.8 was f ound  'a massy copper 
gilt lamp w i th  stand; t he  u p p e r  receptacle f o r  the oi l  still 
contained a por t ion  o f  t he  fluid matter ,  a n d  t h e  w ick  was i n  as 
f resh a state, apparent ly ,  as  if it had  become extinguished 
during the  night; o n  exposure  t o  t h e  a i r ,  however, the oil 
speedi ly evaporated, a n d  t h e  w ick  c rumb led  'I5. 

B u t  i t  was Stupa No.10, Tapa Kalan ( o r  the  B i g  Mound), 
the la rges t  a n d  most impor tant  o f  t h e  Hadda monuments, which 
y ie lded a n  astonishing ha rves t  o f  329 gold,  s i lver ,  and  copper 
coins; numerous go ld  r i n g s  some w i t h  gems; g o l d  ornaments; and 
var ious gems a n d  beads. T h e  Russian dol l  progression of 
copper, s i l ve r  and go ld  cases was seen again:  the  gold case 
had  a cover  surmounted b y  a handsome jewel a n d  encircled by  
seven small  emerald^"^. T h e  go ld  coins inc luded f i ve  of the 
Byzant ine Emperors, Theodosius, ( A. D. 408-450 ) , Marcian 
(450-457) and  Leo (457-474). A l l  t h e  202 s i l ve r  coins were 
Sassanian coins extend ing to, if n o t  beyond  t h e  Hejira. This 



stupa cannot therefore be  ear l ie r  t han  t h e  7th  c e n t u r y  A.D. 
At  Stupa No. 13 a small ear then jar  was d iscovered 'perhaps 

the most useful t ha t  a n y  o f  t h e  many topes examined h a d  
yielded, for  it was encompassed w i t h  a [ K h ~ ~ o s h t h i ]  i nsc r ip t ion ,  
written with a pen, but v e r y  carelessly '  . Anx ious  les t  it 
should suf fer  damage he t ranscr ibed  t he  insc r ip t ion . *  Masson 
also dug out o f  a nearby  mound a number o f  f une ra ry  jars  
mostly ornamented in var ious colours, one of  wh ich  had an  
inscription. The same mound y ie lded a g rea t  number  o f  statues 
of about s ix o r  e ight  inches in he igh t  w i t h  a s t r o n g  cast head 
fixed on a body o f  ea r th  from wh ich  o n l y  t h e  heads could  b e  
removed. They were seated and c lo thed in folds o f  d r a p e r y  w i t h  
the hair in rows o f  cu r l s .  T h e  bodies were sometimes pa in ted 
with red lead, and occasionally covered w i t h  go ld  leaf. 

Masson was t he  f i r s t  t o  d raw  a t ten t ion  t o  t h e  s igni f icance of  
Hadda. Al though t h e  en t i r e  Jalalabad val ley i s  l i t t e r e d  w i t h  
countless Buddhis t  r u i n s  which once he ld  thousands of  monks 
and were visi ted b y  mul t i tudes o f  p i lgr ims,  Hadda was especially 
sacred. The Buddha himself was bel ieved t o  have  f lown t h r o u g h  
the air  to  convert  a demon dragon there.  T h e  Chinese Buddh i s t  
pilgrims Fa-Hsien and Hsuan Tsang, who t raversed  t h e  Jalalabad 
valley i n  the course o f  t he i r  ex tended journeys t o  India,  have  
left  detailed records of t h e  Hadda shr ines a n d  t h e i r  re l ics  a n d  
have described t he  at tendant  elaborate ceremonies as they  saw 
them i n  A.D. 420 and  A.D. 632. In t h e  course of t he  present  
century over 1,000 stupas, each w i t h  i t s  Vihara a n d  temple, 
have been ident i f ied - a vas t  complex w i t h  Hadda a t  t h e  cent re .  
French, Japanese and  A fghan archaeologists have excavated more 
than half of these stupas which y ie lded r i ch ,  indeed spectacular, 
finds. Hadda objects date from t h e  2nd to  t he  8th c e n t u r y  A.D; 
the city was probably  a t  i t s  zen i th  in the  3 r d  cen tu ry  A .  D. 

In the neighbourhood of Kabul ,  more pa r t i cu la r l y  a round  
Shewaki, D r  Honigberger  h a d  examined a l l  t h e  stupas w i th  

success. Masson reopened the  f i ne  one a t  Guldara 
several go ld  Kushan coins. He  was also a t t rac ted  to  a 

column with the  d iaper  masonry familiar f rom stupas, t he  
Minar - i -~hakr i t ,  over look ing t he  Kabul  plain. It i s  a sol id 
Kushan Buddhist  s t r u c t u r e  85' high standing on  a square base, 
Wssibly a v ic to ry  monument and probably  o f  t h e  3 rd  cen tu ry  
A.D.  Masson's sketch of  t h e  Minar is  g iven  in Ariono Antiquo 
and may be compared w i t h  a recent photograph taken af ter  i t s  
conservation (Plates 7a and b) .  

* A century later this Kharoshthi inscription was deciphered: ' in  year 2 8  
a rel ic was deposited i n  the king's g r a v e  i n  a stupa by  the  

architect Samghamitral. 
Conservation work on  the  Guldara monastery and ~ inar - i -Chakr -1  was 
carried out by the Br i t ish  Inst i tute of  Afghan Studies i n  1975-7. 



Of  t h e  s tupas in t h e  Koh  Daman a n d  t h e  Kohistan north of 
Kabul  examined by Masson, h e  s ingles o u t  Dara as 'perhaps the 
most complete a n d  beau t i fu l  monument of  i t s  kind in these 
countr ies,  as it i s  one o f  t h e  largest ' .  It was t he  f i r s t  stupa he 
had  opened ( i n  1833) , be fo re  h e  h a d  ga ined.  experience of 
excavat ions o r  t r a i ned  a team o f  re l iable workmen. He was 
anx ious t o  resume w o r k  o n  Dara and  grumbles that  his new 
du t ies  fo r  t h e  Government o f  Ind ia  p reven ted  him from visiting 
t h e  spot  again. 

T h e  las t  stupas descr ibed by Masson were those o f  Kohwat 
in t h e  Wardak d i s t r i c t  close by the  Logar  r i v e r  about thirty 
miles west of Kabul ,  some f i v e  o r  s i x  w i t h  numerous tumuli. His 
operat ions resu l ted  in seven vases o f  metal and steatite with 
o the r  a n d  var ious  deposits. One o f  t h e  b rass  vases had a 
Karoshth i  i nsc r i p t i on  punched  a round  it.* The  coins were 
Indo-Scyth ic  and  Masson remarks t ha t  in t h e  groups o f  stupas 
exp lored at Kabu l  and Jalalabad, examples o f  a l l  the  primary and 
gener ic  Indo-Scyth ic  coins have been found, namely of the Azes 
and Kushan Dynasties. 

I t  i s  o f  course impossible t o  separate t h e  coin finds from 
the  archaeological a n d  a rch i tec tu ra l  aspects o f  the Stupas in 
which they occurred.  Masson speculates a good deal about the 
coins in at tempt ing t o  date  t h e  s tupas s ince h e  was grappling 
w i t h  so many novelt ies, but h e  does establ ish certain points 
which have no t  been gainsaid subsequent ly.  T h u s  he  states that 
n o  Graeco-Bactr ian coins were found in any stupas he 
excavated, f a i r  p roo f  t h a t  t hey  were erected long after the fall 
of t ha t  p r inc ipa l i t y .  

Eventually translated as: ' in  year 2 8  . . . the Gotama's relic was 
enshrined'. Now i n  the Bri t ish Museum (Konow 1929, pp. 165-70) -  
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CHAPTER X I :  THE ORIGIN AND DIFFUSION OF BUDDHIST 
REMAINS DISCUSSED 

I  have very little to say [about the Buddhas at 
Bamian] except that they are very large and 
very ugly.  

S i r  W . J .  Kaye  History of the War in Afghanistan 

At f i r s t  s ight  it i s  cu r ious  t h a t  t h e  ea r l y  19th c e n t u r y  
travellers and exp lorers  should  have  been so re luc tan t  t o  be l ieve 
that the monuments t hey  examined in Gandhara, i.e. no r thwes t  
Pakistan and eastern Afghanis tan,  were Buddh is t .  Yet  Cey lon 
had already become a B r i t i s h  dependency by 1815; t h e  war w i t h  
Burma o f  1824-6 had  led  t o  t h e  cap tu re  o f  Rangoon a n d  a s i gh t  
of the splendid Shwedagon Pagoda there;  some in te rcourse  w i t h  
Siam had occurred during t h e  1820's. Ladakh  a n d  T i b e t  had  been 
visited b y  Moorcrof t  in 1820. In a l l  these count r ies  Buddhism 
was a l i v ing and v igorous fa i th,  though  some fol lowed t h e  
Mahayana form and  o thers  t h e  Hinayana o r  Lesser Vehicle; t h e  
difference between t h e  two  sects tended t o  confuse t h e  
uninitiated, O f  special importance was India,  s ince she possessed 
the earliest Buddh is t  monuments as well as o t h e r  highly 
important ones and some of  these edi f ices were known a n d  
recorded. On the  o the r  hand ,  t h e  p rac t i ce  o f  Buddhism had  long  
since vanished f rom t h e  sub-cont inent .  Perhaps la rge ly  for t h i s  
reason remarkably l i t t l e  was known by t h e  res ident  Europeans o f  
the tenets and pract ices o f  Buddhism. Fur thermore,  t h e  records 
of Fa-Hsien and Hsuan Tsang, which were t o  p r o v e  so valuable a 
source of information about  t he  ex ten t  o f  t h e  Buddh i s t  fa i th  and  
institutions, were not  ye t  avai lable in t h e  West. A t rans la t ion of  
Fa-Hsien into French did not  appear until 1836, t h e  f i r s t  in a 
European language. 

Moorcroft had v is i ted  t h e  Manikyala s tupa  in 1824 before h e  
set eyes on  any stupas in Afghanis tan o r  on  t h e  colossal statues 
at Bamian. B u t  Manikyala had  not  t hen  been excavated and  h e  

therefore be excused, in sp i te  o f  h i s  own observat ions in 
Tibet, for being bare ly  inc l ined t o  recognise it as Buddh i s t :  'We 

gain no sat is factory informat ion o f  i t s  o r ig in ,  but it has 
"Ot at all the character  o f  a Grecian edi f ice [ con t rad ic t ing  
E1~hinstone's impression]. ~t has a much g rea te r  resemblance t o  
the monumental s t r uc tu res  o f  the Tibetans'"'. B u t  he  reverses 
himself by saying o f  t h e  massive s tupa o n  the  Khybe r  Pass: 'It 
IS most probably a H i n d u  s t r uc tu re ,  though  for  what purpose is 

I t  i s  ev ident ly  o f  g rea t  an t i qu i t y  and of the  same 



per iod as t he  tope o f  ~ a n i k ~ a l a ' " ~ .  Writing o f  h is  v is i t  to Bamian 
he  says: 'My own convict ion,  f rom t h e  characters of the 
bu i ld ings,  o f  t h e  caves, pa in t ings  and  scu lp tures is that  Bamian, 
whatever i t s  ancient  appellat ion, was t h e  residence of  a great 
Lama, bear ing  t h e  same re la t ion to t h e  Lamaism o f  the west as 
Lhassa does now t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  east . . . ' 120 O f  the caves in 
t he  c l i f f  face conta in ing t h e  ' idols'  he  says tha t  those which were 
connected b y  means o f  gal leries and staircases accommodated the 
h igher  o r d e r  o f  t h e  Lama c le rgy ,  whi le the  isolated cells and 
caves were used b y  t h e  lower classes o f  the  monastic society, 
such as monks and nuns, and as hostels f o r  v is i tors.  This i s  as 
close as Moorcrof t  go t  t o  asc r ib ing  to  Bamian a Buddhist  origin, 
unfamil iar as he  was w i t h  such remains, so d i f ferent  from the 
developed Mahayana a r t  and a rch i tec tu re  o f  T ibet. Furthermore, 
Buddhism has never  stood s t i l l ;  it i s  cont inuously changing and 
t h e  di f ference in it between 5th  c e n t u r y  Bamian and 1824 must 
be considered v e r y  great.  A l though he describes the colossal 
statues he does not suggest t ha t  t hey  a r e  Buddhas, nor indeed 
does he  ven tu re  t o  speculate o n  what they  might represent. 
A f t e r  seeing t he  rock-cut  stupa Takht-i-Rustam, near Haibek 
(now called Samangan, i t s  ancient  name) he sums up  his views: 
'The excavations [ i .e. caves]  in t h e  mountains, in connection 
w i t h  those in Afghanistan,  a t  Bamian and others  observed on the 
whole road h i t he r ,  and w i t h  t he  topes of the  Punjab and the 
f igures a t  Bamian would seem t o  int imate i t s  being the work of a 
Buddh is t  people. It d i f fe rs ,  however,  so much from anything we 
saw in T ibe t  tha t  I cannot acquiesce in such  a n  appropriation''2'- 

A l though Moorcrof t  and  Trebeck  were the  f i r s t  to observe 
the  stupas in nor thwest  Ind ia  and Afghanistan, they lost the 
c red i t  of p r i o r i t y  b y  t h e  delay in pub l i sh ing  the i r  Travels.* 
The f i r s t  pub l ished not ice o f  t h e  stupas was Alexander 
Burnes ts  cu rso ry  account in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal for  June, 1 8 3 3  and rep r i n ted  in h i s  Travels to Bokhara. 
He and Gerard had  seen General Ventura 's  p r i va te  collection and 
had inspected Manikyala i tsel f  where they  picked UP Some 

antiques and coins; o n  one of t he  coins the name of I(anishka 
was la ter  found d is t inc t l y  legible for  t he  f i r s t  time. Burnes 
incl ined to a bel ief  that  'in these l1topes" we have the tombs of a 
race of pr inces who once reigned in u p p e r  India, and that they 
a re  ei ther the  sepulchres of the  Bact r ian k ings,  o r  their 
Indo-Scythic successors, mentioned in the Per ip lus o f  the second 
A r r i a n -  The  rudeness of  t he  coins would po in t  to the latter age, 
o r  second cen tu ry  o f  the  Chr is t ian  era '  ' 2 2 .  However, when 
stating h is  conclusions regard ing  t h e  topes he adds: 'They may1 
however, be  B ~ o d h i s t  buildings"2\. 

* The manuscripts had been deposited in several places and the whole had 
to be severely pruned b y  Professor Wilson (op.cit: Preface, l i i - l i i i ) .  
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Burnes  was disposed t o  think tha t  Bamian might possibly I, 
have a Buddh i s t  o r i g i n .  A f t e r  say ing:  'There a re  no relics of 
Asiat ic  a n t i q u i t y  which have  roused t he  cur ios i t y  o f  the learned 
more t h a n  t h e  g igan t i c  idols o f  Bameean' which he  thinks are I 
male and  female f igures,  h e  comments 'I am aware that a 
con jecture  a t t r i bu tes  these images t o  t h e  Boodhists; and the long I 
ears of  t h e  g rea t  f i g u r e  rende r  t h e  surmise probable. I did not 
t race  a n y  resemblance t o  t h e  colossal f i gu res  in the caves of 
Salsette, near  Bombay; but t he  shape o f  t h e  head is not unlike 
t ha t  of  t h e  g rea t  t r i f aced  idol  o f  Elephantat 124. In fact it is Siva. 
Then  o n  t he  n e x t  page h e  wr i tes :  'It i s  b y  no means improbable 
t ha t  we owe t he  idols o f  Bameean t o  t h e  capr ice o f  some person 
of  r a n k  who res ided in t h i s  cave-d igg ing neighbourhood, and 
sought  fo r  a n  immortal i ty  in t h e  colossal images which we have 
now descr ibed'  '15. He was much s t r u c k  by the  frescoes which 
decorate t h e  niches, as  was Masson. 

L ieutenant J. Wood, h a v i n g  noted t h e  topes seen on the 
prev ious day's march w i t h  t h e  Bu rnes  mission in 1837, expresses 
t he  hope soon t o  hear  t ha t  modern research, working on the 
recent ly  d iscovered coins a l ready in the  East India Company's 
museum has, b y  dec ipher ing  t he i r  inscr ipt ions,  dispelled all 
doubts  of t he  purpose  f o r  which these 's ingular  piles' Were 
o r ig ina l l y  erected'26. He also records  t ha t  during a short  Stay at 
Begram h e  sent o u t  some ch i l d ren  in search o f  coins who 
re tu rned  w i t h  t h i r t y - f i v e  copper  coins, add ing  that 'when 
gleaning the sur face is a t tended w i t h  such a result, what 
splendid success may b e  expected t o  c rown  the systematic 
assiduous researches o f  M r  Masson, t he  B r i t i s h  Agent  a t  Kabul!' 

Masson himself, whi le occasional ly veer ing  towards accepting 
a Buddh is t  o r i g i n  f o r  the stupas h e  h a d  examined, was far from 
convinced. No doub t  p a r t  o f  t h e  problem fo r  h im and others was 
the d i f f i cu l t y  o f  a t t r i b u t i n g  t he  g rea t  number and wide 
d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  stupas and  mounds, w i t h  t he i r  imposing size and 
massive const ruct ion and  hence t he  enormous cost involved, 
any  but monarchs, and  power fu l  and  r i c h  ones a t  that-  He 
wr i tes:  'Topes could o n l y  b e  erected unde r  favourable and 
concur r ing  circumstances of power  and command of treasure# 
s t rong ly  countenancing the  op in ion tha t  they  a r e  royal  O r  saintly 
monuments in general, were o the r  and more decided proofs 
want ing'" ' .  The  not ion tha t  a re l ig ious organisation could 
command such resources, however much augmented b y  royal 
cont r ibut ions,  was not  enter ta ined.  Stupas w i th  no coins Or 

re l ics and perched o n  rocky  eminences might ,  h e  thought, be 
cenotaphs dedicated t o  saints; and  the  accompanying tumuli be 
places o f  interment o f  the  saints'  followers. Even while admitting 
the poss ib i l i ty  o f  a Buddh is t  o r i g i n  as h e  calls t o  mind Ithe 

~ ~ a i t y a s  o r  consecrated s t r uc tu res  ra ised ove r  the rel ics of the 
saints o f  that  re l ig ion,  and  memorably ove r  those of  their  great 



incarnation Sakya . . .' h e  cont inues t o  p r e f e r  t h e  op in ion t h a t  
stupas are the cenotaphs o f  k ings'29.  O f  t h e  innumerable caves 
dispersed throughout Afghanis tan a n d  i nva r i ab l y  associated w i t h  
stupas o r  tumuli, h e  remarks t h a t  t h e y  a l l  had  a s imi lar  pu rpose  
being the abode o f  t h e  p r i e s t  o r  rec luse a t tached t o  t h e  funera l  
endowment. 

Bamian, which h e  v is i ted  s i x  months a f t e r  Burnes,  
presented him w i th  a problem. T h e r e  were, h e  wr i tes ,  no topes 
because the monarchs t he re  commemorated were  p robab l y  o f  a 
peculiar faith, which did n o t  permi t  t h e  burning o f  t h e i r  bodies; 
therefore there was no need o f  t h e  tumulus t o  cover  t he  spot  of 
cremation, o r  o f  the tope t o  rece ive some consecrated re l i c  13! In 
his 'Notes on  the  An t iqu i t i es  o f  Bamian' h e  says:  'We v is i ted  
Bamian under the  idea o f  meeting w i t h  B u d d h i s t  ant iqu i t ies ,  but 
i t  became evident tha t  t hey  were o f  ano ther  character '13'.  He 
thought that  the colossal statues n o t  on l y  commemorated 
monarchs, bu t  tha t  the  va l ley  was a b u r i a l  p lace o f  a d y n a s t y  o f  
kings. Recognition o f  t h e  statues as Buddhas was doubt less 
hampered b y  the i r  mut i lated condi t ion.  T h e  faces have  been 
sliced off from the  forehead t o  t h e  u p p e r  l i p s  b y  iconoclastic 
Moslems who believed tha t  by so do ing  t hey  des t royed  t h e  soul 
force of the hated idol. T h e  hands  a n d  much o f  t h e  arms have  
also disappeared. B u t  it was t h e  absence o f  stupas a t  Bamian 
that continued to  t roub le  Masson. In a notebook w r i t t e n  as late 
as 1844 he says t ha t  it would b e  most s u r p r i s i n g  if Bamian 
without topes and wi thout  a n y  o f  t he  symbols connected w i t h  
Buddha were Buddh is t ' " .  He h a d  b y  t hen  read the ear l iest  
attempts to  t ranslate t h e  Chinese p i lg r ims '  repor ts ,  but they a r e  
inaccurate and incomplete w i t h  t h e  resu l t  t h a t  h e  mistakenly 
thought he had found conf i rmat ion o f  h i s  op in ion in Hsuan 
Tsang's apparent omission o f  a n y  mention o f  B u d d h i s t  remains a t  
Bamian: later  t ranslat ions descr ibe  t he  g rea t  Buddhas in some 
detail. 

Having found no  coins in t h e  Bamian val ley t o  he lp  him, 
Masson was forced t o  speculate o n  t h e  dates o f  t h e  Buddhas.  - H e  
i s  not alone in antedat ing them b y  several centur ies  a n d  it is  
only comparatively recen t l y  tha t  archaeologists have  more o r  less 

that the la rger  Buddha  may b e  assigned t o  the  5 th  
A.D., and  t h e  smaller s ta tue t o  t he  3 rd  o r  ear ly  4th 

centuries. 
The ear ly 19th c e n t u r y  t rave l le rs  we have  been cons ider ing 

attempted to  con t r ibu te  t o  t he  advancement o f  knowledge. B u t  
as far as researches on  stupas a re  concerned it has t r u l y  been 
said that whereas D r  Honigberger  was the f i r s t  t o  invest igate 

of the western p a r t  o f  Gandhara (as  d is t inc t  from 
Manik~ala  etc., in the  eastern pa r t ) ,  ' the f i r s t  detai led account 

the bui ldings themselves is tha t  g i ven  b y  M r  Masson who. 



w i t h  s ingu la r  perseverance a n d  sagacity, completed what Dr 
1 133 Honigberger  had  l e f t  undone . I I 

In con t ras t  t o  t h e  t rave l le rs  o f  t he  period, the academic ' 
wor ld  h a d  formed def in i te  op in ions o n  t h e  Buddh is t  character of I 

I t h e  s t r uc tu res  in quest ion.  A s  ear l y  as  1821, William Erskine had, 
w r i t t e n  o f  t he  Tope of  Manikyala tha t  'a l though i t s  origin is  ( 
unknown,  ye t  in i t s  hemispherical form and  whole appearance it , 

car r ies  w i t h  it suf f ic ient  proof  t h a t  it was a magnificent Dahgopa 1 
o r  Buddh i s t  shr ine,  cons t ruc ted  a t  a remote per iod b y  persons I 
of t he  Buddh i s t  fa i th134 . T h i s  view i s  the  more commendable and ( 
s u r p r i s i n g  since h e  h a d  seen on l y  a sketch o f  the  stupa which 
had  n o t  t h e n  been excavated. O the r  savants, notably Professor 
Wilson in London, had  pa id  close a t tent ion t o  the evidence 

1 
emerging from the  B u d d h i s t  dagobas o f  Cey lon in particular, and , 
from invest igat ions o f  si tes in India.  Wilson summarises one of 

I 
the  conclusions o f  these scholar ly  s tud ies in Ariona Antiqua : 
' The  topes a r e  t h e  sh r ines  o f  t he  supposed rel ics of  the last 
Buddha, Sakya o r  Cautama; and  t h e  tumul i  a re  the tombs in I 
which the  ashes o f  h i s  votar ies have  been bur ied,  under the 
pro tect ion o f  h i s  ho l y  shr ine' '35.  T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  th i s  statement 
i s  o f  course cor rect ,  but n o t  t he  second. Subsequent excavations 
have shown tha t  tumul i  o r  mounds were o f ten  disintegrated 
Viharas (ha l l s  f o r  t he  monks at tached t o  the  stupas) which 
commonly developed in to  monasteries. In some cases the mounds 
were chai tyas o r  temples f o r  worship,  in others,  a collapsed 
stupa. Since the  stupas themselves were sol id and any relics 
were well h idden, the  Viharas a n d  cha i tyas usual ly also had a 
fragment of bone o f  t h e  Buddha  which cou ld  b e  displayed for the 
edi f icat ion o f  t he  monks and  la i t y .  A r o u n d  A.D.lOO statues of 
Buddha and  scu lp tu red  scenes f rom h i s  l i fe  were added to these 
bu i ld ings as the  p r im i t i ve  Hinayana school o f  Buddhism grew to 
d iscard  the o r ig ina l  symbols of the  wheel o r  the  footprint in 
favour  o f  represent ing Buddha in human form. 

T h e  preservat ion and worsh ip  of  re l ics o f  Buddha began 
immediately a f ter  h i s  attainment o f  N i rvana  about 480 B . C .  , when 
e igh t  ci t ies contended fo r  t he  honour  of  possessing h is  mortal 
remains. The  d i f f i cu l t y  was met b y  ass ign ing a por t ion to each 
of the contending part ies,  who a re  said t o  have erected stupas 
t o  contain them in each o f  t h e i r  respect ive localit ies. Thereafter 
fragments of bone mult ip l ied,  whi le h i s  canine teeth in particular 
b rough t  g rea t  renown upon  t he i r  r es t i ng  places, notably the 
celebrated Temple o f  t he  Tooth a t  Kandy in Ceylon. In 
Candhara, a tooth was p reserved  a t  a great  stuPa near 
Jalalabad, but had  disappeared when Hsuan Tsang looked for it 
in the ear ly 7th c e n t u r y  and  on l y  t he  foundations remained. A 
ne ighbour ing stupa contained Buddha's staf f ,  whi le yet another 
contained h is  robe. A t  Hadda, the  p r inc ipa l  shr ine held 
Buddha's skull-bone. H is  begging-bowl was housed at  Peshawar 





by K i n g  Kanishka, where  it was worsh ipped w i t h  the  greatest 
reverence. T h i s  re l ic -worsh ip  gave  r i s e  t o  t he  erect ion of the 
g rea t  stupas, the  most impor tant  fea tu re  o f  Buddhist 
a rch i tec tu ra l  a r t .  T h e  worsh ip  of  t h e  s tupas themselves probably 
arose from t h e  popu la r  idea t ha t  t h e  sanc t i t y  o f  the relics was 
shared by t h e i r  shr ines;  a n d  g radua l l y  stupas, simply in memory 
of t h e  Buddha o r  a n y  o f  h i s  notable followers, came to be 
mul t ip l ied a n d  reverenced everywherel3:  

Wilson's second conclusion i s  t ha t  t h e  stupas o f  northwest 
lnd ia  and  Afghanis tan a r e  undoub ted ly  a l l  subsequent to the 
Ch r i s t i an  era;  but h e r e  aga in  some unce r ta i n t y  s t i l l  ex ists today'? 
Beyond doubt ,  however,  i s  the  g rea t  r ev i va l  o f  Buddhism and 
w i t h  it t h e  emergence o f  B u d d h i s t  a r t  and  architecture in 
Gandhara which took place u n d e r  t h e  Kushan dynasty ,  especially 
during t h e  re i gn  o f  Kanishka ( e a r l y  2nd cen tu r y  A.D.) the 
greatest  o f  h i s  l ine, who may have  been a Buddh is t  himself. It 
was h e  who summoned t h e  h i s t o r i c  Buddh i s t  convocation in 
Kashmir  which adopted t h e  more compl icated and ritualistic 
Mahayana o r  Great  Vehic le w i t h  i t s  emphasis o n  the miraculous 
l i fe  and  personal i ty  o f  t h e  Buddha.  T h e  new doctrines were 
ca r r i ed  by missionaries t o  Afghanis tan a n d  thence across Central 
Asia t o  T ibet ,  Ch ina  a n d  beyond. T h e y  establ ished shrines and 
monasteries along t h e  route ;  in t h i s  way Gandhara statuary 
spread th roughou t  t h e  Kushan empire. Before long, innumerable 
p i lg r ims  from count r ies  which had  adopted Buddhism followed 
t h i s  r ou te  in reverse  o n  t h e i r  way t o  lnd ia  t o  worship at the 
sacred places associated w i t h  t he  Buddha  and  t o  study the 
sc r ip tu res  o f  t h e i r  new rel ig ion.  



CHAPTER XI1 : MASSON AS INTELLIGENCE AGENT 

I t  is of l i t t le  consequence who or what M r  
Masson actually is or  has been, so long as the 
l i terary stores of our museums are furnished 
with materials in which they are  now deficient. 

S i r  John  Campbel l  t o  M r  S e c r e t a r y  Mcnaghten,  d a t e d  T e h r a n ,  
12 th  J a n u a r y  1834 

While Charles Masson was happ i l y  p u r s u i n g  h i s  an t iquar ian  
researches in 1834 w i t h  increas ing success a n d  g row ing  
confidence, Captain Claude Wade in Ludhiana was building up h i s  
file on the unsuspect ing archaeologist.  A l e t t e r  f rom Wade t o  
Macnaghten was t o  have such  a n  impact o n  Masson's f u t u r e  t ha t  
it merits extensive quotat ion:  '9 th  A p r i l ,  1834 . . . O n  t h e  5th 
February 1833, 1 t ransmi t ted a n  a r t i c le  o f  in te l l igence t o  YOU 

from Cabul* re la t i ve  t o  M r  Masson, and  observed  t ha t  t he  
European in quest ion had been res i d i ng  about seven years ago in 
the Punjab where he  was wel l -known to  t he  F rench  of f icers,  t ha t  
I believed him to  be a deser te r  from o u r  a r t i l l e r y ,  e i t he r  o n  the  
Bombay o r  Bengal establ ishment, t ha t  he  was represented t o  b e  
a Person o f  good educat ion and  a good draughtsman, a n d  t ha t  I 
should endeavour t o  ascerta in w i t h  what views h e  was t r ave l l i ng  
in Afganistan. I accord ing ly  wro te  t o  o u r  Agen t  in Cabul, who 
informed me that  Mr  Masson was engaged in exp lo r i ng  the  
antiquities o f  tha t  coun t ry ,  and  had  la te ly  proceeded, in 
company w i th  D r  Hon igberger  t h e n  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Europe from 
the Punjab, t o  excavate some ex t rao rd ina ry  edifices in the  
vicinity o f  Cabul and Jalalabad, wh ich  bad s t r o n g l y  exc i ted t h e i r  
curiosity, from t h e i r  general  s imi lar i ty  t o  the  Manikyala 
Structure. About the  same t ime I received a l e t t e r  from D r  
Honigberger, g i v i n g  me a long account o f  h i s  excavations. in 
which he adverted also t o  h i s  companion, a f ter  which I heard 
"0 more o f  Mr  Masson until D r  Ge ra rd  a r r i v e d  ( I 1  March)  a t  
Ludhiana, who not  o n l y  conf i rmed my p rev ious  informat ion 

the na tu re  o f  h i s  pursu i t s ,  but gave  me a n  ins igh t  
into their value and  importance I had  not  be fo re  possessed . . . 

'Desertion is  a cr ime which i s  viewed I bel ieve b y  O u r  

government w i th  a degree o f  r i g o u r  tha t  scarcely e v e r  admits of 
Pardon but ,  i f  the  sever i t y  o f  o u r  laws is such as t o  p rec lude  
the extension of h i s  Lordsh ip 's  clemency t o  him, I s t i l l  hope tha t  
I shall be excused for  t he  correspondence I have  opened w i t h  M r  
Masson and that ,  a d v e r t i n g  t o  h i s  acknowledqed ta lent  and  

* See Keramat Ali's report quoted on pp.61-62 



ab i l i t y  a n d  t he  light which h i s  i n t e res t i ng  researches are likely 
t o  th row o n  t he  anc ient  h i s t o r y ,  an t iqu i t i es  and  present state of 
Afghanistan,  I may b e  indemnif ied b y  government f o r  any small 
sums o f  money w i t h  which I may herea f te r  supp ly  Mr  Masson for 
t h e  prosecut ion o f  h i s  labours .  I lea rn  from D r  Gerard and 
o the rs  t ha t  h e  i s  n o t  a person  of  ex t ravagan t  pretensions and, if 
t he  occasional donat ion o f  a few h u n d r e d  rupees which 
government can f i x  w i l l  secure h i s  services, t he i r  expenditure 
wi l l  scarcely b e  t hough t  too much f o r  t he  valuable information 
which it i s  in h i s  power  t o  a f fo rd ' .  

'I cannot d i ves t  myself a l together  o f  t he  awkwardness of 
opening such a communication but . . . t h e  circumstance of Mr 
Masson h a v i n g  assumed a new name may in some measure be 
allowed t o  remove t he  embarrassment o f  recognis ing him in his 
p resen t  s i tuat ion when it i s  n o t  necessary tha t  h i s  recognition 
should  appear t o  emanate from Government' .  

'It i s  no t  merely f rom t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  scient i f ic  researches 
t ha t  M r  Masson's serv ices have  occu r red  t o  me as l ike ly  to prove 
advantageous t o  government . . ., but t h e  observations which 
h e  has made, and  the  in format ion which h e  has collected on the 
government a n d  resources o f  a c o u n t r y  which i s  of daily 
increasing in te res t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Government, cannot be an 
object  o f  indi f ference. H i s  long  residence in Afghanistan has not 
o n l y  enabled him t o  acqu i re  a complete geographical and 
s ta t is t ica l  knowledge o f  t he  coun t r y ,  but l i v i n g  l i ke  he has been 
l i k e  a na t i ve  o f  it o n  terms o f  int imacy and  fami l iar i ty  with its 
inhabi tants,  h e  has enjoyed oppor tun i t i es  o f  making his 
observat ions which n o  o the r  European t rave l lers  have hitherto 
possessed. In the  course o f  h i s  journeys h e  has v is i ted various 
p a r t s  of  Afghanistan which t hey  have never  seen. They have 
k e p t  t he  beaten t r a c k  and  been favoured guests o f  i t s  chiefs. He 
has entered t he  recesses o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  associated day after 
day  w i t h  i t s  ind igent  peasant ry  which must g i v e  a value to his 
enqui r ies  and  ensure  a n  accuracy o f  informat ion not to be 
expected from those t he  format ion o f  whose opinions and 
impressions have necessar i ly  pa r t aken  of  t he  rap id i t y  of their 
journey '  13! 

As a n  assessment o f  Masson's achievements and potential 
usefulness Wade's remarks cou ld  no t  b e  bet tered.  It i s  a pity 
t ha t  h i s  fellow Polit ical off icers, especially Macnaghten, d id  not 
bear  them in mind when the  quest ion o f  relations with 
Afghanistan became acute. O ther  in te res t ing  po in ts  arise from 
th i s  le t te r .  It reveals in pa r t i cu l a r  tha t  as ear ly  as February 
1833 Wade was repo r t i ng  tha t  h e  bel ieved Masson to be a 
deser ter .  T h i s  p la in ly  shows tha t  Hambly's not ion tha t  Masson 
conf ided h i s  secret t o  Gerard  o r  t o  Bu rnes  must b e  mistaken 
since Burnes  and  Masson did no t  meet till four  years later (see 

t o  PP. 73-41 whi le Gerard,  as has been said, met 
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Masson for the f i r s t  t ime in November, 1833, many months 
after Captain Wade had  f i r s t  r epo r ted  h i s  s u s ~ i c i o n s .  Who t h e n  
was his informant? Gerard  p rov ides  a clue. When he  reached 
Lahore on 30 January 1834 h e  learned who Masson rea l l y  was 
from Dr Harlan, the  one man in a pos i t i on  t o  know frwm h a v i n g  
met him soon af ter  h i s  deser t ion  a n d  h a v i n g  accompanied h im o n  
the road for  a while. It seems ce r t a i n  t he re fo re  t h a t  Har lan  had  
also revealed the secret t o  Wade, but a t  a n  ear l i e r  date. Ge ra rd  
took the trouble t o  w r i t e  t o  Char les  T r e v e l y a n  o n  8 A p r i l  1834 a 
long letter set t ing o u t  t h e  full facts,  s t ress ing  h i s  high op in ion  
of Masson, and hinting a t  t he  des i r ab i l i t y  o f  rea5F0ing an  
arrangement w i th  h im o f  t h e  kind t h a t  even tua l l y  emerged 

I n  Chapter I we have  seen t ha t  Har lan  had  had  a n  
interview wi th  Wade before h e  le f t  Ludhiana f o r  Peshawar a n d  
offered to  keep in touch w i t h  him, in o t h e r  words t o  ac t  as a 
spy for the Br i t i sh .  G r e y  expresses t h e  op in ion  t ha t  Har lan  le f t  
Ludhiana as a spy for Shah Shuja a n d  cont inued as such  during 
his whole career 14'. T h i s  v iew receives some suppo r t  from 
another passage f rom the  Rev.  J.Wolffls account o f  h i s  
conversations w i th  Har lan  a t  Gu je ra t  : 'Nex t  ( a f t e r  Burma)  h e  
went to Khorrosaun, as  agent  t o  t h e  ex -K ing  Shah 
Sujah-ool-Moolk, who honoured h im w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  "F r i end  
of the King" . . . and  h e  informs me t h a t  t h e  res to ra t ion  o f  
Shoojah-ool-~mlk would b e  of  t h e  greatest  advantage t o  t h e  
British Government; however, be ing  no  po l  it ician, I was n o t  able 
to understand well t he  reasons h e  assigned"42. Once h e  reached 
Kabul, Harlan wrote f requen t l y  t o  Wade who eventua l ly  
suggested to  h i s  Government t h a t  n o  f u r t h e r  communication b e  
held with him as h e  was merely endeavour ing t o  impose o n  t he  
Afghans as a B r i t i s h  Agen t  14? C lear ly  such  a man would no t  have  
hesitated to  c u r r y  favour  w i t h  the  Pol i t ical Agen t  by giving h im 
a t ip  about a B r i t i s h  deser ter .  Har lan  l e f t  A fghan is tan  in 1829 
for Lahore and entered Ranj i t  S ingh 's  serv ice a t  t h e  end  of  t h e  
year. He f i r s t  appears in t h e  Narrative of Various Journeys 

the Amirls abor t i ve  at tempt t o  recap tu re  Peshawar in 
1835- Harlan was t h e n  one of  t h e  negot iators sent  by t h e  S i khs  
but he infur iated Dost Mahomed Khan by h i s  in t r igues .  In sp i te  

this incident, Har lan again took h i s  ta lents  t o  Afghanis tan 
after having been depor ted  from t h e  S i k h  Kingdom. Masson 
writing to Pot t inger  in Feb rua ry  1838 calls h im 'An  American 
adventurer he re  in the  Amir 's  service' and  'a v io lent  a n d  

man"44. He was also a romancer o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  
claiming grandiose Afghan t i t l es  and  high mi l i ta ry  r a n k  in the  
Amirls service. He went o v e r  t o  Shah Shuja a f t e r  t he  outbreak 
Of the F i rs t  Afghan War, was sent  t o  Ind ia  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  

deported t o  t he  Un i ted  States. 
C .  Grey has suggested t ha t  when Wade wrote  h i s  le t te r  t o  

Macnaghten quoted above, h e  was even then  thinking of Masson 



as a replacement for  Keramat Ali14! Wade had cer ta in ly  laid heavy 
s t ress o n  Masson's potent ia l  usefulness as a high grade  source of 
informat ion o n  A fghan is tan  and  t he  reg ion  general ly. On the 
o the r  hand, t he re  was as ye t  n o  reason t o  recal l  Keramat Ali. In 
any  case, Wade cou ld  no t  move until h e  learned how h i s  hints of 
a pa rdon  f o r  Masson had  been regarded  by h i s  superiors. The 
rep l y  came in a despatch f rom Macnaghten da ted  Ootacamund, 26 
May, 1834: . . . 1 am des i red  t o  acquaint  you  that, i n  the 
p resen t  state of o u r  re lat ions w i t h  t he  countr ies between the 
l n d u s  a n d  the Caspian Sea, H is  Lo rdsh ip  attaches the greatest 
importance t o  the  at ta inment [ s i c ]  a n d  accurate intelligence of 
t he  af fa i rs o f  t ha t  qua r te r ,  a n d  i t  be ing ev ident  that the 
ind iv idua l  t o  whom y o u  a l lude i s  eminent ly qua l i f ied t o  aid i n  this 
object, y o u r  hav ing  en te red  i n t o  a communication wi th him is 
en t i re l y  approved  .' 

'You wi l l  b e  pleased t o  encourage M r  Masson to  furn ish you 
b y  eve ry  oppo r tun i t y  w i t h  h i s  not ions o f  t h e  preva i l ing state of 
pol i t ics and  o f  t he  feel ings o f  t he  people in the different 
count r ies  which h e  may v is i t ,  especially w i t h  reference to the 
repor ted  des ign o f  the  Russians t o  obta in  a foot ing in Persia and 
Afghanistan. You a r e  f u r t h e r  author ised t o  supply  Mr  Masson 
w i t h  such funds  f rom time t o  time as may suf f ice for his 
suppor t ,  not  exceeding in a n y  one year  the  sum o f  1000 Rs. 
Should you  deem th is  sum insu f f i c ien t  f o r  the  purpose, his 
Lordsh ip  wi l l  be  p repared  t o  recons ider  th i s  p a r t  of the 
quest ion .' 

'It is  no t  deemed necessary a t  p resen t  t ha t  Mr  Masson 
should b e  recognised b y  Government. To  secure h i s  zealous 
serv ice i t  wi l l  p robab ly  b e  enough tha t  you  a f ford  him 
encouragement t o  maintain the  communication. In the meantime, 
however, t he  Governor  General w i l l  s t r ong l y  recommend to the 
Home author i t ies  tha t  a pardon  b e  extended t o  Mr  Masson in the 
event o f  tha t  i nd iv idua l  fulfulling the  expectat ions which are now 
enterta ined o f  him. T h e  of fence which h e  has committed is i n  a 
mi l i ta ry  po in t  o f  view undoubted ly  a heinous one, but it may 
perhaps be  deemed susceptible o f  extenuat ion when reviewed 
w i t h  reference t o  the  character  of  the  ind iv idua l  and  to its 
at tendant ~ i r c u r n s t a n c e s ' ' ~ ~ .  A f ree pardon  fo r  a deserter from 
the  East Ind ia  Company's army requ i red  an  approach to the 
K ing,  even though  it was a n  independent mi l i ta ry  service* 
Masson's f r iends John McNeill and  Colonel Pot t inger actively 
supported t he  proposed pardon  w i t h  London. 

Ove r  the nex t  months o f  1834, Wade and  Masson exchanged 
several le t ters  in which t he  l a t t e r  requested books needed for 
h i s  studies and  gave the  latest news about h is  f inds.  He also 
produced a paper o n  t he  pol i t ical  state and resources of 
Afghanistan.  In December Wade thanked h im for  the  paper which 



had afforded him the  h ighes t  sat is fact ion,  a n d  acknowledged 
Masson's of fer  o f  h i s  serv ices in co l lec t ing a n d  t r ansm i t t i ng  
information on the state o f  a f f a i r s  west  o f  t h e  Indus .  He 
referred to Masson's des i re  t o  rega in  t ha t  s ta t ion  in society 
which he had had the  mis fo r tune  t o  lose a n d  t o  D r  ~ e r a r d ' s  
favourable representat ions abou t  h im. H e  added t h a t  if Masson 
continued to serve the  Government sat is fac tor i ly ,  t h e  Governor  
General in Council would recommend t o  t h e  au thor i t i es  in England 
that a pardon be extended t o  him. Wade fa i led t o  ment ion t h a t  
such a recommendation had  a l ready  been made147. 

Meanwhile, unknown t o  Wade, Keramat A l i  was m ix i ng  
himself up in local pol i t ics.  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  Shah Shuja had  
defeated the Amirs of  S ind  in January  1834 a t  t he  s t a r t  o f  h i s  
campaign to regain h is  throne,  Keramat A l i  h a d  b e g u n  t o  ac t  as 
an intermediary f o r  correspondence between t h e  ex-  king and  
some of the perennial malcontents, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Nawab Jabar 
Khan and Abdul  Samad. Shah Shuja had  always h a d  some 
supporters in Afghanistan e i t he r  because h e  was a legi t imate 
Sadozai monarch, o r  because h e  was regarded  as a n  ins t rument  
to get r i d  o f  Dost Mahomed Khan; h i s  in i t i a l  successes na tu ra l l y  
encouraged renewed i n t r i gues  in Kabul .  Keramat A l i ' s  ac t i v i t i es  
as a go-between did no t  come t o  light until inc r im ina t ing  
documents fel l  i n to  t he  hands o f  Dos t  Mahomed a f t e r  h i s  v i c t o r y  
over Shah Shuja a t  Kandahar in J u l y  o f  t ha t  year.  Accord ing  t o  
Masson, Keramat Al i ,  a l ready obnoxious to  many people o n  
account of h is l icent ious opinions o n  re l ig ion,  was on ly  saved 
from arrest b y  the intercession of  t h e  Nawab Jabar Khan. T h i s  
news had not ye t  reached Wade when h e  complained in a l e t t e r  of 

August 1834 t o  h i s  Government of  t h e  unaccountable fa i l u re  of 
the Kabul newswr i ter  t o  r e p o r t  o n  events  a t  Kandahar.  In a 

dated 19 September h e  was informed t ha t  t he  Government 
have no hesi tat ion in removing t h e  newswr i te r  from h i s  

Post unless h is  explanat ion should  p r o v e  en t i r e l y  s a t i s f a ~ t o r y ' ~ ' .  
From that date, therefore,  Wade had  au tho r i t y  t o  recal l  Keramat 
Ali* The la t ter  saved h im t h e  t r oub le  b y  res ign ing,  but was in 

to r e t u r n  t o  India.  
I n  a despatch t o  the  Governor-General o f  9 February ,  1835, 

the Secret Committee of  t h e  D i rec to rs  t ransmi t ted a 'war ran t  
granting His Majesty's Free Pardon t o  James Lewis, a deser ter  
from the Bengal Horse A r t i l l e r y .  T h i s  i s  the  same person  who. 
under the name of Char les  Masson, has been f o r  several years  
past, engaged in scient i f ic  a n d  h is tor ica l  researches in t h e  

border ing o n  t h e  Indus ,  and  who was recommended fo r  
a Free Pardon b y  t h e  Government o f  lndiali4'. Long  before t ha t  

reached i t s  dest inat ion,  Wade wrote  o n  11 February  
a le t ter  which Masson found awai t ing him a t  Tatang in 

mid-Ma*~h, announ,ing t ha t  t he  Government had  a t  h i s  
been pleased t o  appoint  h im as 'Agent  in Cabul  



fo r  communicating in te l l igence o f  t h e  s ta te  of  a f fa i rs  in that  quarter 
o n  a sa la ry  o f  Rs.250 p e r  r n e n ~ e r n " ~ ~ .  Ev iden t l y  bo th  Calcutta 
and  Ludhiana fe l t  t h a t  t h e  mat ter  was now too u rgen t  to await 
London's reactions. In Augus t ,  Wade fo rwarded  a copy of the 
wa r ran t  of  t h e  f r e e  pa rdon  t o  Masson- t he  f i r s t  he knew o f  it"'. 

Keramat A l i  had  indeed s t i r r e d  up a hornet 's  nest which it 
was Masson's f i r s t  o f f i c ia l  task  t o  c lean up. Not on ly  had the 
newswr i te r  committed t reason in Dos t  Mahomed's eyes, but he 
had  also imputed h i s  misdeeds t o  Capta in  Wade's known (but 
unavowed) wishes. When he  f i na l l y  depar ted  f o r  India he swore 
t ha t  h e  would p r o c u r e  Wade's removal f rom h i s  post  o r  be himself 
t ranspor ted.  T h a t  o f f i ce r  was na tu ra l l y  incensed and Masson 
quotes from fu r ious  l e t t e r s  h e  received o n  t he  subject. He 
comments t ha t :  'An  evi l ,  g rea te r  than  i r r i t a t i on  occasioned to 
Capta in  Wade, arose f rom t h e  po l i t i ca l  lessons g iven b y  the 
Saiyad t o  Dost  Mahomed Khan, and  t h e  p r inc ipa l  people at 
Kabul ,  fo r  h e  i ns t r uc ted  them no t  as  t h i ngs  were, but as he 
fancied them t o  be;* t h i s  was un fo r tuna te ,  and  so was his 
connexion w i t h  t h e  Pers ian adven tu re r ,  A b d u l  Samad; and his 
e r r o r s  he re  were a f te rwards  fe l t  in t h e i r  e f fec ts  . . . ' 

If Wade was displeased w i t h  recen t  events, Masson was far 
from happy  about  h i s  new appointment:  'I m igh t  have supposed 
t ha t  it would have  been o n l y  f a i r  and  courteous to have 
consul ted my wishes and  views before con fe r r i ng  an  appointment 
wh ich  compromised me w i t h  t h e  equivocal  po l i t i cs  o f  the  country, 
and  th rew a suspic ion o v e r  my proceedings, which d id  not 
before a t tach t o  them.' He  apparen t l y  t hough t  t ha t  he  would 
cont inue t o  r epo r t  o n  A fghan  af fa i rs  o n  a n  unoff icial  footing and 
had  no t  expected a n  off icial  appointment w i t h  a salary attached. 
B u t  what upset  h im most was t he  l i ke l y  effect o n  h i s  researches: 
'I m igh t  have also lamented t ha t  I should  b e  checked i n  the 
p rogress  o f  an t iquar ian  d iscovery ,  in which I was engaged, and 
I migh t  re f lec t  whether  t he  pos i t i ve  i n j u r y  I su f fe red  in this 
respect  was compensated by t h e  assurance tha t  h i s  lordship,  the 
governor-genera l  in counci l ,  "ant ic ipates tha t  the  resu l t  of Your 
employment wi l l  b e  a l i ke  usefu l  t o  government a n d  honourable to 
yourself" ' .  In a subsequent passage h e  remarks tha t  the duties 
of  agent  were, ' to  use Capta in  Wade's appropr ia te  term, "imposed 
o n  me" I. 

A l though  he  was not  w i thout  some g rounds  for  complaint at 
Wade's lack o f  f rankness,  h e  seems to  have conven ien t l ~  
forgot ten t h e  condit ional o f fer  of  a pa rdon  which was pa r t  and 
parce l  o f  t h e  arrangement. It cannot be  supposed that  a pardon 
was of  l imi ted appeal t o  him, r a the r  t h e  con t ra r y ,  since without 
one h e  could not  r e t u r n  t o  B r i t i s h  Ind ia  o r  indeed to  Br i ta in .  It 

* i . e .  that t h e  Br i t ish  might b e  wil l ing to persuade Ranjit  Singh to 
retrocede Peshawar to the Amir.  



was unfortunate tha t  once h i s  p r i v a t e  pos i t ion in A fghan is tan  
had been eroded b y  becoming a n  employee o f  a power t ha t  h i s  
Afghan fr iends were beg inn ing  t o  fear ,  h e  would  inev i tab ly  n o  
longer be above suspicion. Moreover Keramat A l i ' s  ant ics  had  
already soured t he  atmosphere o f  t h e  Amir 's  cour t .  T h e r e  was in 
fact an instant react ion t o  h i s  appointment. T h e  same messenger 
who had brought  Wade's l e t t e r  also b r o u g h t  le t te rs  t o  t h e  Nawab 
Jabar Khan from h is  son A b d u l  Ghias Khan  a t  Ludhiana (see 
p.79) no doubt w i t h  s imi lar  informat ion.  A t  any  ra te ,  ' t h i s  
nobleman, who had h i t he r t o  been so assiduous in h i s  a t tent ions 
and civi l i ty, t reated me w i t h  such  marked rudeness, t ha t  I 
abruptly le f t  him, and w i thou t  t ak i ng  leave mounted my horse.  
This was the f i r s t  fruit o f  my new appointment;  n o r  was it until 
some time af ter  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Kabul  t ha t  o u r  in te rcourse  was 
carried on in t he  same f r i end l y  manner as before.  T o  do t h e  
Nawab justice, when h e  found  t h a t  h e  had  been deceived, o r  
that he had misunderstood matters,  h i s  concessions and  apologies 
were ample' 

Masson had spent t h e  past  w in te r  ( 1 8 3 4 - 5 )  back in Kabul  
intent on pursu ing  t h e  s t u d y  o f  ant iqu i t ies  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  
capital. The Amir  had  spent t ha t  w in te r  s t r i v i n g  t o  ra ise money 
by fair means o r  foul  ( t h e  H i n d u  merchants were squeezed t o  the  
limit) i n  order  t o  mount a ho l y  war  against  t h e  inf idel  S ikhs 
and, i f  possible, t o  rega in  Peshawar. Towards t h e  end  of  
February 1835  Dost Mahomed Khan  l e f t  Kabu l  f o r  Jalalabad, h i s  
army having preceded him. Masson le f t  sho r t l y  a f te rwards  for  
Tatang. The Amir  had ba re l y  reached Jalalabad when an  attempt 
was made to assassinate him. While h e  was s t i l l  in camp there,  a 
letter arr ived from L o r d  William Ben t i nk  which out l ined t h e  idea 
of a commercial t rea ty ,  but which gave no sat is fact ion so far  as 
his quarrel w i th  Ranj i t  S ingh  was concerned. T h e  Afghan army 
received reinforcements from Bajaur  and  from t h e  ex-chief  o f  
Peshawar, Sul tan Mahomed Khan,  who hoped t o  recover  h i s  
f~ rmer  possession. Some sk i rm ish ing  took place, but w i t h  t he  
arrival of  the Maharaja in person  t h e  S ikhs  soon sur rounded  the  
Afghan forces and forced t h e  Amir  t o  r e t r ea t  in d isorder .  Th i s  
brief and inglorious campaign not  on l y  damaged Dost Mahomed 
Khan's reputat ion, but also worsened h is  re lat ions w i t h  the  
Maharaja and, i f  tha t  were possible, w i t h  Su l tan Mahomed Khan 
who had double-crossed t h e  Amir .  'He had engaged, w i thout  
allies or  resources, in a s t r ugg le  t o  which h e  was unequal, and  
the consequences o f  h i s  fa i lu re  p roved  a fe r t i l e  source o f  
Subsequent embarrassment to  him, while h e  had t h rown  away the  

he  possessed, and those which h e  mi ht have der i ved  
his v i c to ry  over  Shah Sujah al Mu lkh '  ". Moreover it 

Irritated the B r i t i s h  in the  person o f  Wade and  led to  the 
renewal of  h i s  relations w i t h  Shah Shuja which had been in 

since t he  d isaster  at  Kandahar t h e  prev ious yea*. 



Kabul ,  too, fe l t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  Ami r 's  defeat :  intrigues 
a n d  d i s o r d e r s  reached a p i t c h  o f  i n t e n s i t y  remarkable even by 
A f g h a n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  time. T h e  s t r e e t s  were  t h e  theatres of 
constant  con f l i c t s  a n d  s laugh te rs ,  o f  w h i c h  n o  one took any 
no t i ce  a n d  t h e  c i t y  appeared t o  b e  o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  lapsing into 
anarchy .  T h e  exaspera ted A m i r  concocted a scheme t o  r id himself 
o f  h i s  more  o b s t r e p e r o u s  re la t i ves  by a coup, but the  names on 
h i s  l i s t  w e r e  leaked a n d  those th rea tened  natura l ly  took 
precaut ions .  ' T h e y  k e p t  t h e i r  r e t a i n e r s  u n d e r  arms night and 
d a y ,  a n d  took  especial  c a r e  n o t  t o  ca l l  u p o n  t h e  Amir  together, 
t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  b e  seized in a mass; also, when they did 
a t t e n d  t h e y  were  numerous ly  accompanied by armed followers. In 
t h i s  unp leasant  s ta te  o f  a f f a i r s  m y  house in t h e  Bal la Hissar was 
assaul ted fo r  f i v e  success ive  n i g h t s  by b a n d s  o f  mu f f l ed  villains. 
I q u i e t l y  f i l l e d  m y  house  w i t h  armed men, a n d  wi thout  taking 
f a r t h e r  not ice,  b i d e d  in t r a n q u i l l i t y  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  events"54. 
Masson suspected A b d u l  Samad, whom h e  h a d  offended by 
k e e p i n g  h im a t  arm's l e n g t h ,  o f  b e i n g  t h e  ins t iga tor  of the 
a t tacks  o n  h i s  house, o r  poss ib l y  t h e  rasca l l y  Ghi lzai who had 
t r i e d  so p e r s i s t e n t l y  t o  m u r d e r  h im o n  h i s  trip f rom Peshawar to 
Kabu l  t h e  p r e v i o u s  year ,  r u m o u r s  h a v i n g  been c i rculated that 
h i s  house conta ined t reasu res  a n d  money - n o  d o u b t  a garbled 
r e p o r t  o f  h i s  archaeological f inds.  

T a k i n g  advan tage  o f  t h e  genera l  tu rmoi l ,  Haj i  Khan and 
A b d u l  Samad, too  o f t e n  r e a d y  t o  b e t r a y  t h e  Amir ,  conspired with 
t h e  Nawab Jabar  K h a n  t o  d e t h r o n e  him. T h e  Nawab, however, 
was e i t h e r  too i ndec is i ve  o r  too  caut ious  t o  commit himself and 
t h e  consp i racy  pe te red  o u t .  Dos t  Mahomed Khan ,  for h is  part, 
abandoned h i s  hopelessly compromised p l a n  t o  des t roy  his 
d i s loya l  re la t ives ,  but h i s  e f fo r t s  t o  ra i se  sore ly  needed funds 
aroused more d iscontent .  

In sp i te  o f  Masson's m isg iv ings  about  h is  official 
appointment ,  h e  h a d  t a k e n  h i s  new d u t i e s  ser iously,  repo r t i ng  at 
l e n g t h  o n  t h e  po l i t i ca l  s i t u a t i o n  in K a b u l  and  Afghanistan 
genera l ly ,  besides compi l ing deta i led  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  ~~tm'nercer  
geography  and  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e r e  was n o  lack of 
sub jec t  mat ter .  Q u i t e  a p a r t  from t h e  f renz ied  i n t e r n a l  situation, 
t h e  Ami r 's  d isappo in tment  a t  t h e  l ack  o f  response from the 
Covernor -Genera l  o v e r  h i s  q u a r r e l  w i t h  t h e  S ikhs ,  l ed  him to 
s t a r t  a cor respondence w i t h  f o r e i g n  powers  wh ich  eventually 
caused him t o  b e  v iewed w i t h  g r a v e  susp ic ion  b y  t h e  Br i t ish 
author i t ies .  A Pers ian merchant  o f  d i s repu tab le  charac ter  mmed 
Mahomed Hussen ( o r  Husse in)  who h a d  a t tached himself to 
Capta in  B u r n e s  o n  h i s  j ou rney  t o  Bokhara ,  was v i s i t i ng  his 
n a t i v e  l a n d  and  was g i v e n  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  Shah o f  Persia. lVasson 
also h a d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  advantages o f  t h e  commercial treaty 
proposed b y  L o r d  William B e n t i n c k  were  n o t  p r o p e r l y  appreciated 



in Kabul and t ha t  t h e  ,f!mes were  unfavourab le  to  the 
consideration o f  such mat ters  . 

These preoccupations adverse ly  affected h i s  an t iquar ian  
researches and he was compelled t o  r e l y  la rge ly  o n  A fghan  
assistants whom he  cont ro l led by p a y i n g  f l y i n g  v i s i t s  t o  t he  
various sites. He had a l ready adopted t h i s  method t o  some ex ten t  
the previous year, be fo re  h i s  appointment, in o r d e r  t o  
continue collecting coins a t  Begram whi le  h e  himsel f  was whol ly  
absorbed in his excavations a round  Jalalabad. T h a t  t he  system 
worked well is  shown by t h e  steady r i se  in t h e  numbers o f  coins 
found in 1835 and 1836, cu lminat ing in t he  h u g e  increase 
recorded in 1837. Work o n  stupas,  however,  did no t  lend i t se l f  
to control from a distance and  a l though  h e  had  t r a i ned  men a t  
Wardak, fo r  instance, excavat ions t he re  were less t ho rough  t h a n  
would otherwise have been t h e  case. Nevertheless,  it was no t  
these di f f icul t ies but a n  acute  disagreement w i t h  Wade wh ich  led 
to his resignation a t  t h e  end  o f  1835. For  two years h e  had had  
a happy relat ionship w i t h  Colonel Po t t inger ,  f o rwa rd ing  h i s  f inds 
and receiving h i s  s t ipend  t h r o u g h  t ha t  o f f i ce r .  Wade was aware 
of this arrangement. Writing o n  5 December, 1834 before the  
appointment o f  Masson as agent, h e  descr ibed it as 'one o f  a 
scientific na tu re  and  w i l l  no t ,  o f  course, i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the 
connection which y o u  have  formed w i t h  me, as such a col l is ion 
might prove embarrassing t o  a l l  par t ies ' .  However, according t o  
Masson, as soon as he  had  accepted t h e  post  and  'considered me 
well wi th in h is  grasp,  I found t ha t  it was p la in ly  h i s  in tent ion t o  
interfere, and t ha t  h e  was v e r y  careless as t o  p roduc ing  t he  
collision and embarrassment h e  had  former ly  deprecated. From 
the correspondence wh ich  u l t imate ly  became revealed, as well as 
from other sources, I observed  w i t h  r eg re t  tha t  he  was abetted 
by the then  M r  Secretary  Macnaghten, and  tha t  he had 
succeeded temporar i ly  t o  embroi l  me w i t h  Colonel Pot t i  nger  and  
with the Bombay Government, who honourab ly  suppor ted t h e i r  
own officer. I saw no  a l ternat ive,  therefore ,  but t o  tender  the  
resignation of a n  appointment wh ich  was made ins t rumenta l  in 
Promoting s t r i fe  and  mischief, and  did so w i t h  one hand  whi le 
wi th  the o ther  I forwarded a full explanat ion to  Colonel 
Pottinger. I now fe l t  myself a t  l i be r t y ,  as w in te r  had set in, to  
retire from Kabul; and  leav ing  beh ind  i t s  po l i t i cs  and in t r igues,  

t o  the mi lder  and  serener atmosphere o f  Tatang'  IS! 

These c r y p t i c  remarks about Wade h a r d l y  se rve  to  e lucidate 
the quarrel ,  but Masson's manuscr ip ts  th row some light o n  it. 
The root o f  the t r oub le  was Wade's d is l i ke  o f  t he  dua l  channel of 

: Masson-Pottinger-Bombay Government o n  ant i -  
quarian af fa i rs,  and Masson-Wade-Suoreme Government in 

o n  inte l l igence matters.  Moreover, when Masson was s t i l l  
a Private ind iv idua l ,  h e  had sent occasional information to  
'~ t t inger .  Were t h i s  t o  cont inue in the  changed circumstances i t  



would have  i n f r i nged  Wade's monopoly o f  inte l l igence o n  countries 
west o f  t he  Indus .  A f t e r  Masson's appointment, Colonel 
Po t t inger  t he re fo re  wro te  t o  Capta in  Wade say ing that his 
correspondence w i t h  Masson was o f  a p u r e l y  l i t e ra r y  nature. He 
hoped t ha t  it would b e  allowed t o  cont inue and  that  he would 
remain t h e  channel f o r  research f u n d s  and f o r  publishing 
Masson's works15'. A f t e r  much  t r oub le  which involved not only 
Pot t inger 's  super iors  in Bombay but also the authorit ies in 
Calcut ta and  London, a sett lement was reached o n  the lines 
o r ig ina l l y  suggested by Pot t inger .  

Meanwhile, Wade had  exasperated Masson b y  h i s  dilatoriness 
in remi t t i ng  h i s  o f f ic ia l  sa lary  which sometimes fel l  months in 
ar rears ,  and in fo rwa rd ing  Masson's repor ts  t o  Calcutta. 
Consignments o f  coins and  re l ics  t o  Bombay had also suffered 
undue  delays ever  s ince Augus t  1834 when Masson learned that 
Bombay had agreed t o  Pot t inger 's  proposal  t ha t  a l l  f inds should 
be forwarded t o  Pot t inger 's  address t h r o u g h  Wade at  Ludhiana, 
o r  t h r o u g h  Lieutenant Mackesson, another  Polit ical Officer, at 
Mi thankoteI5 ' .  Above a l l  it came t o  light t ha t  Wade had used 
underhand  methods such as sending Pot t inger  a garbled 
quotat ion from one o f  Masson's let ters,  in h i s  ef for ts to sow 
dissension between them. Masson never  forgave Wade for this 
behav iour  and later ,  a f te r  t he  fa i lu re  o f  Burnes's mission, 
refused t o  accept any  post  u n d e r  him. T h i s  f i r s t  clash with a 
'Polit ical' augured  ill for  h i s  subsequent re lat ions wi th other 
of f icers o f  tha t  Service. 

Masson was not  alone in h i s  d i f f icu l t ies  wi th ,  and aversion 
to, Wade. His former shipmate, Char les Brownlow, wr i t i ng  from 
Calcut ta expressed sol ic i tude a t  f i r s t :  'I am much concerned to 
learn tha t  the re  has been a r u p t u r e  between you and Captain 
Wade, for  he possesses vast  inf luence and  has every th ing  in his 

1 I S 0  Power . B u t  in a subsequent l e t t e r  h e  wro te :  'I can inform You 
o n  good au tho r i t y  tha t  the impressions here,  in the highest 
quar te rs ,  regard ing  [Wade] a r e  no t  favourable, and in your case 
t he re  is  a def in i te  op in ion expressed, t ha t  you  have met with 
un fa i r  and  inconsiderate treatment . . . T h e r e  a re  two o r  three 
Persons about the  Governor-General  who have g rea t  influence, 

1 'h"pr and who feel an  intense in te res t  in y o u r  researches . . 
Gerard too was cr i t i ca l .  In a le t te r  o f  22  A p r i l  1834 writ ten 
a f ter  h i s  conversat ion w i t h  Wade about Masson's act ivi t ies he 
said: 'His Polit ical Highness is v e r y  ready  to  improve upon any 
suggestions o r  follow up the footsteps o f  o thers  in matters of 
which he had before been whol ly  ob l iv ious . . . h i s  ends are for 
an in terested purpose  . . . h e  cares l i t t l e  fo r  researches such 

I I h l  as yours  . 
In the s p r i n g  o f  1836 Masson re tu rned  t o  Kabul. A t  about 

th is  time Ranj i t  Singh, f i nd i ng  tha t  the occupat ion o f  Peshawar 
was not  on ly  expensive b u t  even d i f f i cu l t ,  retroceded the 



adjacent d ist r ic ts of  Hashtnaggar,  Kohat  a n d  Hangu t o  Su l tan  
Mahomed Khan. The  la t te r ,  emboldened by t h i s  development, 
gave a fur ther  s t i r  t o  t he  cau ld ron  o f  consp i racy  aga inst  t h e  
Amir  and much o f  the  year  was occupied b y  ' the  abo r t i ve  
attempts o f  the Ami r  t o  d iss ipate  t h e  confederacy o f  h i s  
relatives, and b y  t he i r  measures t o  counteract  h im'  '62 .  Also 
during that sp r ing  Masson was induced  t o  w i thd raw h i s  
resignation b y  a l e t t e r  f rom Char les T reve l yan :  'You r  sole d u t y  
is  to keep the supreme government  in formed o f  a l l  t ha t  i s  go ing  
on in any o f  the count r ies  beyond  t h e  I ndus ,  in te l l igence o f  
which reaches Kabul, w i t h  t h e  add i t ion,  whenever  y o u  think 
proper to offer any, o f  y o u r  own  views a n d  comments upon  t h e  
particulars communicated b y  you.  B y  do ing  t h i s  well, as y o u  
have hitherto done, y o u  w i l l  r e n d e r  a n  impor tan t  p u b l i c  serv ice,  
and i t  w i l l  be open t o  t he  Governor-General  t o  employ y o u  in 
any other way he may think proper ' '63.  One  m igh t  reasonably 
suppose that the phrase ' impor tant  pub l i c  serv ice '  coming from 
the Deputy Secretary t o  t h e  Government of  Ind ia ,  would be  
considered a proof ,  among others ,  o f  t h e  value at tached t o  
Masson's reports and have saved him f rom t h e  s t r i c t u res  o f  some 
historians, for  example, N o r r i s  who r e f e r s  t o  h im as 'a t rave l le r  
and archaeologist who kep t  t he  Bengal  Government suppl ied w i t h  
Kabul rumours until Burnes  came o n  the  scene and  made him 

I 164 redundant . . . His  r epo r t s  were ce r ta in ly  in demand. For  
instance Wade wrote t o  Masson o n  31 December 1836 w i t h  
reference to  new rumours  about t he  in tent ions o f  t h e  Shah of  
Persia towards Kandahar and  Hera t  t ha t  'as h i s  lo rdsh ip ,  in 
council, is  anxious to  b e  k e p t  constant ly  in formed o f  t he  af fa i rs 

Afghanistan, I have been d i r ec ted  to  cal l  o n  y o u  t o  f u rn i sh  
me with the earl iest inte l l igence of  a l l  impor tant  occurrences in 
that quarter, fo r  the  immediate informat ion o f  government ' .  

That he was assiduous in h i s  du t ies  i s  shown b y  a l e t t e r  
Wade mentioning the  rece ip t  of  Masson's le t te rs  o f  20 

13 October,  and  7 and  30 November, 1836. B Y  
1837, he was be ing  pressed for  more f requen t  despatches 

than before, while o n  15 September Wade wrote :  'The  new proofs 
you have af forded o f  y o u r  zeal and  intel l igence, in the  
performance o f  y o u r  special d u t y  of  keeping me regu la r l y  

of passing events  in tha t  qua r te r ,  cont inues t o  engage 
the favourable notice o f  the  Governor-General in counci l ,  and  I 
trust that your  cont inued i n d u s t r y  and discr iminat ion may secure 
for You a continuance of  t he  favour  o f  a l ibera l  and  d iscern ing  
government . . . 1 1 6 5  

Back in harness, i t  therefore  fel l  t o  him to r epo r t  the 
o f  f resh le t te rs  t o  the Persian Cour t  and,  more 

d O u b t f ~ ~ ~ y ,  to the Russian Government. Equal ly  ominous for  the 
was the a r r i va l  in Bokhara a t  the  end of  1836 o f  the 

Russian Captain Vektav ich ( o r  V i t kev ich )  who 'gave himself Out 





as a most important personage, and  dec lared t h a t  Russia, be ing  
at ease as regards Persia and  T u r k e y ,  in tended  t o  i n t e r f e r e  in 
the affairs o f  Cent ra l  Asia' 166. There ,  in a s ing le  phrase,  i s  t h e  
essence o f  the alarm fe l t  in B r i t a i n  a n d  Ind ia  ove r  Russ ian 
designs. 

Meanwhile, Masson was g r a t i f i e d  t o  l ea rn  f rom Colonel 
Pottinger that h is  explanat ions as t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of  h i s  conduct  
were entirely sat is factory.  A t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  year ,  h e  received a 
warning from a re l iable source t h a t  A b d u l  Samad was again  
pressing for h is  assassination. He there fo re  welcomed a proposal  
from the Nawab Jabar Khan  t o  accompany h im again  t o  Ta tang  
for the winter o f  1836-7. 

A t  the beg inn ing  of  1837 H a r i  S ingh ,  t h e  conqueror  o f  
Peshawar and subsequent ly i t s  Governor ,  occupied the  f o r t  o f  
Jamrud at the mouth o f  t he  K h y b e r  Pass. Fear ing  t ha t  t h i s  s tep 
was the prelude t o  f u r t h e r  aggress ive  measures by the  S ikhs  
aimed at Jalalabad, Dost  Mahomed Khan  f e l t  ob l iged t o  make a 
demonstration w i t h  a fo rce  u n d e r  h i s  son, Mahomed A k b a r  Khan. 
The ensuing engagement in A p r i l  t hough  bloody,  was indec is ive 
but resulted in the dea th  o f  Ha r i  S ingh,  t o  the  g rea t  d is t ress  of 
Ranjit Singh. It also p r o v e d  t h e  undo ing  o f  A b d u l  Samad who 
arrived deliberately late o n  t he  bat t le f ie ld ;  he was d isgraced and  
departed for Bokhara. Haj i  Khan, too, was d isgraced for  p l ay i ng  
a double game and was o r d e r e d  t o  quit Kabul .  He went to  
Kandahar where he joined t he  Barakzai  s i rda rs .  He was dest ined 
to play a prominent p a r t  in t he  Anglo-Afghan war, ga in ing  the  
confidence of Burnes  (desp i te  a wa rn ing  f rom Masson) and  of  
Macnaghten until, a f t e r  a f inal  p iece o f  t reachery ,  he  was ex i led 
to Far more impor tant  was the  e f fec t  wh ich  the  Jamrud 
af fa i r  had on  the f raming o f  B r i t i s h  po l icy  towards the A fghan  

in general and  Dost  Mahomed Khan  in par t i cu la r .  TO  
follow i ts  course, a look a t  t he  wider  p i c t u r e  i s  necessary. 



CHAPTER X I I I :  T H E  LOOM O F  RUSSIA 

I f  we go on at th is  rate,  the Cossack and the 
Sepoy wi l l  soon meet on the banks of the 
Oxus . 

Baron Brunnow to Sir  John Hobhouse, March 1840 

. 
T h e  compl icated drama w h i c h  now began  t o  unfo ld had a 

main p l o t  w i t h  severa l  sub-p lo ts .  T h e  main  p l o t :  tentat ive moves 
by t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  Russ ian Empi res  o n  t h e  Cen t ra l  Asian stage 
t o  find a sa t i s fac to ry  d e f e n s i v e  f r o n t i e r  - t h e  Great  Game. The 
sub-p lo ts  : Pers ian  ambi t ions s t imu la ted by Russia; Ranj i t  Singh 
s t i l l  h a n k e r i n g  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  ga ins ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Shikarpur ,  but 
r e s t r a i n e d  b y  B r i t i s h  power ;  Shah  Shu ja  h o p i n g  against hope to 
r e g a i n  h i s  th rone ;  a n d  Dos t  Mahomed K h a n  trying to  extend his 
con t ro l  o v e r  d i v i d e d  A fghan is tan ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  Peshawar. One 
mus t  the re fo re  follow a l l  these i n t e r l i n k e d  s t r a n d s  and consider 
t h e  development o f  pol ic ies in London,  St .  Petersburg ,  Tehran, 
Kabu l ,  Lahore  a n d  Ca lcu t ta ,  w i t h  s ide  glances a t  events at 
Hera t ,  Kandahar  a n d  Peshawar. T h e  lead ing  ac tors  were Lord 
P a h e r s t o n  and  C o u n t  Nesselrode,  t h e  B r i t i s h  and Russian 
F o r e i g n  M in i s te rs ,  a n d  t h e  Governor -Genera l  o f  India, Lord 
Auck land .  P laye rs  o f  t h e  lesser  ro les  were  t h e  th ree Asian 
leaders a l ready  ment ioned,  t h e  Shah  o f  Pers ia,  the  Barakzai 
b r o t h e r s  a t  Peshawar and  Kandahar ,  a n d  f ina l ly  Pr ince Kamran 
a t  Hera t .  

Whether o r  n o t  Russia was a d i r e c t ,  o r  ind i rec t ,  menace 
t h e  major ques t ion  was, in b r i e f ,  whe the r  Afghan is tan should be 
reun i ted ,  a n d  i f  so u n d e r  whose ru le ,  in o r d e r  t o  serve as a 
b u f f e r  for  I n d i a  in place o f  Pers ia w h i c h  h a d  fa i led  in tha t  role. 

L o r d  A u c k l a n d  h a d  assumed h i s  d u t i e s  in March 1836. 
D u r i n g  t h e  l ong  sea voyage t o  Ca lcu t ta  t r o u b l e  h a d  been brewing 
in Persia. In o r d e r  t o  compensate f o r  t h e i r  losses o f  t e r r i t o r y  to 
Russia in t h e  west  t h e  Pers ians h a d  f o r  several  years past 
endeavoured t o  e x p a n d  eastwards  w i t h  exped i t ions  against the 
Turcoman s lave- ra iders  in Khorasan  a n d  h a d  also threatened 
Hera t .  These  manoeuvres,  and  Russ ian  encouragement of thern# 
were  ha l ted  temporar i l y  b y  t h e  dea ths  o f  Abbas Mirza, the 
h e i r - a ~ p a r e n t ,  and  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  o f  t h e  Shah,  h i s  father .  But 
t h e  new monarch, Muhammad Shah, h a d  by n o  means abandoned 
t h o u g h t s  o f  conquest .  As H e n r y  E l l i s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  special 

Sent t o  o f f e r  condolences a n d  congratulat ions to 
him wro te  t o  L o r d  Palmerston:  ' i t  i s  unsa t i s fac to ry  t o  know that 



the Shah has v e r y  extended schemes of  conquest  in t h e  d i r ec t i on  
of Afghanistan and, in common w i t h  a l l  h i s  subjects,  conceived 
that the r i gh t  o f  sovere ign ty  o v e r  Hera t  a n d  Qandahar i s  as 
complete now as in the  r e i g n  o f  t he  Safavi d y n a s t y  ' 6 8 .  Persian 
ministers went even f u r t h e r  t e l l i ng  E l l i s  t ha t  t hey  considered 
Afghanistan as f a r  as Ghazni as p a r t  o f  t h e  Shah's dominions 
and that the occupation o f  Hera t  and  la te r  Kandahar was 
intended. Such repo r t s  f rom Tehran,  together  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  
of an emissary from t h e  Ami r  and  another  f rom t h e  Kandahar 
sirdars, both seeking a n  al l iance w i t h  t h e  Shah against  Herat  
and the Sikhs, boded ill f o r  t he  f u t u r e .  

John McNeil had  been assistant  t o  S i r  John  Campbell when 
they both looked af ter  Char les  Masson a t  Tab r i z  in 1830. 
Campbell re t i red  in 1835 and  McNeil was appoin ted Min is te r  to  
Persia the following year  a f te r  t h e  conclusion o f  El l is 's temporary  
mission. McNeil f i rmly  bel ieved t h a t  i f  Russ ian in f luence  in Persia 
were allowed t o  become dominant, A fghan is tan  would  be  d r a w n  in 
and India would be  threatened. H i s  s t r ong l y  expressed v iews o n  
the menace o f  Russia and  o n  t h e  counter-measures which should  
be taken had a considerable e f fec t  o n  po l i cy  in London and  
Calcutta. 

I n  the autumn of  1836 Alexander  Burnes  was chosen t o  
survey the lndus  in g rea te r  deta i l  t h a n  in 1831 w i t h  t he  
technical help o f  L ieutenant John Wood o f  t he  I nd ian  Navy,  and  
this time to  cont inue up stream as far  as At tock.  He was to 
Persuade the ru l e r s  o f  t he  r i v e r i n e  states o f  t he  mutual  
advantages o f  establ ishing a n  en t repo t  and  annual  f a i r  o n  the  
lndus to encourage t r ade  w i t h  Cen t ra l  Asia. Thereaf ter  he  Was 
to Proceed to  Kabul  t o  d iscuss t he  commercial development of t he  
lndus basin w i th  the Amir  in fu l f i lment o f  L o r d  William Bent inck 's  
Promise of the p rev ious  year .  Masson f i r s t  heard  o f  the 
Projected mission in a l e t t e r  from Wade dated 30 September 1836 
which set out  i t s  aims and   tressed i t s  s t r i c t l y  commercial 
character. The  le t te r  ended w i t h  a request  f o r  a r e p o r t  o n  the  
Amir's reactions. Masson comments sardonical ly  : 'From th i s  le t te r  
it w i l l  not fai l  to  b e  observed t ha t  t he re  was l i t t l e  not ion 
entertained at t h i s  t ime of  convu ls ing  Cent ra l  Asia, of  deposing 
and setting up k ings ,  o f  c a r r y i n g  o n  wars, o f  lav ish ing 
treasure. and of  the commission o f  a long  t r a i n  o f  crimes and 
f0llie~~169, 

Burnes sailed from Bombay in November w i t h  Wood and  
Lieutenant Robert  Leech. D r  Percival  L o r d  joined t h e  p a r t y  in 
March. When Burnes  reached Hyderabad in February  1837. he 

to Masson in terms similar to those used b y  Wader 
stressing the commercial objects o f  h i s  journey and  ask ing him to  
let i t  be general ly  known  tha t  the 'main and  g rea t  aim of  
government i s  to  open t he  Indus1, Masson was sceptical:  'The 
main, and great  aim of  government,  i s  declared t o  be  t o  open 



the  Indus .  Was t h e  l n d u s  ever  closed, o r  f a r t he r  closed than by 
i t s  dangerous  ent rances and  shallow d e p t h  o f  water? Another 
ob ject  was t o  open  t h e  coun t r ies  o n  and  beyond the lndus to 
commerce. Were t h e y  also e v e r  closed? No such th ing:  they 
c a r r i e d  o n  a n  act ive, a n d  inc reas ing  t r ade  w i t h  India, and 
af forded marke ts  for  immense quan t i t i es  o f  B r i t i s h  manufactured 
goods. T h e  governments  o f  l nd ia  and  of  England, as well as the 
pub l i c  a t  large,  were  neve r  amused and  deceived b y  a greater 
fal lacy t h a n  t h a t  o f  open ing  t h e  Indus ,  as regarded commercial 
objects. T h e  resu l t s  o f  t he  po l i cy  concealed under  this pretext 
have been t h e  i n t r oduc t i on  o f  t roops i n t o  t he  countries on and 
beyond  t he  r i v e r ,  and  o f  some h a l f  dozen steamers o n  the stream 
itself ,  employed f o r  wa r l i ke  objects, no t  f o r  those of trade. 
T h e r e  i s  besides, g rea t  a b s u r d i t y  in commercial treaties with the 
states o f  Cen t ra l  Asia, s imply  because t he re  i s  no occasion for 
them. From anc ient  a n d  p resc r i bed  usage, moderate and fixed 
du t ies  a r e  levied; t r a d e  is pe r f ec t l y  free; no goods are 
p roh ib i ted ;  and  t h e  more ex tens ive  t he  commerce carr ied on the 
g rea te r  advantage t o  t h e  state. Where then, the benefit of 
commercial t r e a t i e ~ ? ' " ~  V igorous language, of ten quoted since. 
B u t  a l though  he was right about  t he  exaggerated claims as to 
the  su i tab i l i t y  o f  t h e  l n d u s  for  nav igat ion - it was too shifting 
as well  as too shallow - Masson in h i s  remote spot was swimming 
against  t h e  s t r o n g  t i d e  o f  bel ief  in England in the civilising 
benef i ts  o f  commerce t o  semi-barbarous t r ibes,  t o  say nothing of 
B r i t i s h  merchants '  hopes o f  supp lan t ing  Russian goods i n  Central 
Asia. 

In h i s  Narrative Masson descr ibes in detail the 
developments and  above a l l  t he  misunderstandings, as he 
observed them from Kabul ,  wh i ch  led t o  the fa i lure of the 
mission. H is  v iews a n d  h i s  judgements have received either 
scant. o r  s l i gh t ing ,  a t ten t ion  from some historians, largely 
because o f  h i s  s t r ong  cr i t i c isms of  Burnes,  Wade and 
Macnaghten. If an  at tempt i s  now made t o  present a rmre 
balanced account i t  should  b e  remembered that  Masson, by 
COn~mon consent, unders tood Afghanis tan a n d  i t s  peoples better 
t h a n  anyone in Ind ia ;  equal ly  impor tant  he loved the  Afghans 
and was appalled a t  t h e  to ta l  d i s rega rd  o f  Afghan interests and 
feelings shown b y  the  B r i t i s h  author i t ies.  Perhaps his 
ind ignat ion go t  the  uppe r  hand, but a t  least i t  i s  a n  emotion 
t ha t  does him c red i t .  

Burnes  learned o f  the  ba t t le  o f  Jamrud o n  2 June, 1 8 3 7 1  

when he was a t  Dera Ghazi Khan  o n  t he  Indus.  The  previous 
day  he had received a l e t t e r  from John  McNeill about the 
des i rab i l i ty  o f  r e -un i t i ng  d i v i ded  Afghanistan under  Dost 
Mahomed Khan as a f i rm  b a r r i e r  against  Persian and Russian 
pretensions. Burnes  was d i s t u rbed  b y  the  news o f  Jamrud and 
wrote t o  the  Amir  dep lo r ing  t he  renewal of  host i l i t ies wi th  the 



Sikhs, According t o  Masson, t h e  rec ip ien t  was 'sorely incensed 
at the letter . . . I had  t o  bea r  t h e  we igh t  o f  h i s  resentment, 
and he was absolutely savage'. T h e  Governor-General,  who 
throughout placed g rea t  emphasis o n  t h e  v i t a l  importance o f  
preserving the f r iendsh ip  o f  Ran j i t  S ingh,  f ound  it even  more 
difficult to help t he  Ami r  a f t e r  t h i s  latest  a t tack,  and  in 
consequence was no t  disposed t o  agree w i t h  McNeill ls views. In 
fact, Auckland, a l ready much i r r i t a t e d  by Dost Mahomed Khan's 
overtures to the Shah o f  Persia and  t o  t he  Russians, remained 
unwilling to do any th i ng  f o r  t he  Ami r  v is -a-v is  t h e  S ikhs  unless 
he were prepared t o  abase himsel f  be fo re  t he  Maharaja b y  
acknowledging his fau l ts  and  sending a son as hostage t o  
Lahore. Short ly  before t he  Jamrud engagement t h e  Government 
in Calcutta began t o  real ise t h a t  t he  commercial basis o f  Burnes 's  
mission was not  enough and  t ha t  he  was bound  t o  have t o  deal 
with political matters. Even  so, t he  ins t ruc t ions  sent b y  
Macnaghten o n  15  May went n o  f u r t h e r  t han  t o  ins is t  tha t :  'In 
any case in which specif ic po l i t i ca l  propos i t ions shal l  be made t o  
you, you wi l l  state t ha t  you  have  no  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make repl ies, 
but that you w i l l  f o rwa rd  them, t h r o u g h  Capta in  Wade, t o  the 
Government. I f  appl ied to,  as y o u  p robab l y  may be, for advice 
by Dost Mahomed Khan, in t h e  d i f f i cu l t i es  b y  which he is 
surrounded, you  w i l l  d issuade h im from ins is t ing  in such  a cr is is  
on pretensions which he  cannot maintain, and you  w i l l  lead him, 
as far as may be  in y o u r  power,  t o  seek and to  form 
arrangements o f  reconci l iat ion for himself w i t h  the  S i k h  
sovereign. ' Burnes was also t o  ga ther  general pol i t ical  
intelligence and information o n  ' t he  commerce o f  Russia and  o n  
the measures adopted b y  t ha t  power  w i t h  the  object  of ex tend ing 
her influence in Cent ra l  Asia' "! In ef fect ,  Burnes  was requ i red  
to do l i t t le  more t han  repeat h is  ear l ie r  mission o f  1832.  NO 
wonder that when Masson was eventua l ly  shown these 
instructions he observed t ha t  t hey  were rea l ly  none a t  all, t o  
which Burnes repl ied t ha t  D r  L o r d  o n  jo in ing him had made t he  
same remark "2.  

Meanwhile, L ieutenant E ld r i dge  Pot t inger ,  a nephew of  
Colonel Pott inger, had a r r i v e d  in Kabul  in May 1837 o n  leave o f  

from the  Army. He s tayed of  course w i t h  t h e  Nawab 
'abar Khan, b u t  in J u l y  he  sur rep t i t i ous ly  depar ted for  Herat  

the inhospitable cen t ra l  rou te  t h r o u g h  t h e  Hazarajat w i thout  
telling his host o r  Masson. Owing  t o  the extreme jealousy o f  
Kamran on the p a r t  o f  t he  Barak ra i  chiefs, Masson Was much 

for th is  inc ident  and  accused o f  organ is ing it. Some th ree  
later Lieutenant Pot t inger  became invo lved in the  siege of  

Herat and the p a r t  he played in organis ing i t s  successful 
defence made him famous. Masson's remarks about the 'Hero o f  
Herat' are less complimentary than  has been customary:  ' 1  have 

thought that ,  however for tunate for  L ieutenant Pott inger 



himself, h i s  trip t o  Hera t  was an  u n l u c k y  one for  his country; 
t h e  place would have been fought  as well w i thout  him; and his 
presence, wh i ch  would scarcely be  t hough t  accidental, though 
t r u l y  it was so, must not  o n l y  have i r r i t a t e d  the  Persian king, 
but have served as a p r e t e x t  f o r  t h e  more prominent exertions 
of t h e  Russ ian staff. It i s  ce r ta in  that ,  when he started from 
Kabul, he had  no idea t h a t  t he  c i t y  would be invested by a 
Persian army; in p roo f  o f  wh ich  I have le t ters  from him soon 
a f te r  he reached; t h e  f i r s t  a l lud ing  t o  no  such expectation, and 
t h e  second descr ib ing  t he  Persian advances as sudden, and 
whol ly  unlooked-for  by the  author i t ies . '  

Kamran had  the  less reason t o  expect  to  be attacked as he 
had gone t o  g rea t  lengths t o  assuage t h e  Shah o f  Persia's anger 
a t  h is  attempted cap tu re  o f  Kandahar in t h e  sp r i ng  o f  that year 
and McNeill had  commended t h e  p ro f f e red  terms to the Shah. In 
fact, Kamran was in a v e r y  weak posi t ion since his army had 
been decimated by disease during t h e  Kandahar campaign. The 
Shah was not  t o  be placated and  a t  t h e  end o f  July he started 
w i t h  h i s  army o n  t h e  f o u r  months' march f rom Tehran to Herat. 
When Kamran's f r on t i e r  fo r t ress  o f  Ghor ian surrendered through 
t reachery ,  a siege o f  Herat  became inevitable. For the next 
fourteen months ti l l t he  siege was raised in September, 1838, the 
fate o f  Herat  was t o  dominate t h e  po l i t ica l  scene. 

D u r i n g  Burnes 's  le isure ly  journey up the  lndus  to Peshawar 
and  so t h rough  t h e  K h y b e r  Pass t o  Kabul, Masson pl ied him with 
repor ts  o n  t he  pol i t ical  s i tuat ion and, in response to his 
request,  w i t h  an  account o f  t h e  state o f  the  parties in  the 
Afghan countr ies.  As  Burnes d rew  nearer the tempo of the 
correspondence qu ickened:  there  were a t  least six letters from 
Masson in August .  Burnes  was d u l y  grateful ;  . . Your 
competent knowledge and g rea t  local exper ience wil l ,  1 am sure, 
p r o v e  at  t h i s  c r i t i ca l  j unc tu re  o f  great  serv ice . . . ' He made a 
po in t  o f  sending Masson copies o f  despatches exchanged between 
Auckland and McNeill and o the r  off icial correspondence, as we'' 
as o f  h is  own le t te rs  to t h e  Amir  and t he  Nawab Jabar Khan. 
Masson was t hus  k e p t  well  in t h e  p i c tu re .  

The  news reaching bo th  men from independent sources was# 
however, d isqu ie t ing.  Some two years ear l ier  Dost Mahomed Khan 
had sent le t ters  to  t he  Shah o f  Persia b y  Mahomed Hussen (seQ 
P. 108) .  He had been followed by another agent, Haji Ibrahiml a 
b ro the r  o f  Abdu l  Sarnad, who now forwarded a le t ter  from Count 
Simonich, the  Russian Min is ter  to  t he  Persian Cour t ,  addressed 
to  the  Amir .  As i t  a r r i v e d  at  t he  time o f  Abdul  samad''< 
disgrace, i t  was general ly  thought  to  be a fabr icat ion and 
Mahomed Khan appeared to  be  o f  the  same opinion. 
shown it and repor ted t h e  matter  t o  Wade: 'The le t ter  Masson is written 
on  pink-coloured paper;  has no  s ignature,  but a seal stamped O" 

i t ,  w i t h  a legend, as Mirza Sami Khan reads i t ,  "Craf  lvarl 
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Simonich, Wazir Mukhtahar  Bah i  Russil1. T h e  l e t t e r  i s  addressed 
to Am i r  Dost Mahomed Khan a n d  states t h a t  Haj i  lb rah im,  a f t e r  
his dismissal b y  the  Shah wai ted o n  t h e  w r i t e r ;  t ha t  favourab le  
reports o f  the Amir  and  t he  A fghans  had  f r equen t l y  reached h im 
and that he was t h e i r  wel l-wisher' .  B u t  f o r  t he  seal a n d  Haj i  
Ibrahim's explanatory l e t t e r  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t o  show who wro te  
it 173 . Although i t  was t h e  f i r s t  approach from Russia, i t  seemed 
innocuous and gave Masson no  pa r t i cu l a r  cause f o r  alarm. T h e  
Kandahar s i rdars had also sent  agents t o  t h e  Shah a n d  towards 
the end o f  June 1837 a Persian envoy,  Kamber Al i ,  a r r i v e d  a t  
Kandahar from Teh ran  bea r i ng  l e t t e r s  and  p resen ts  t o  t he  
Barakzai chiefs. He was accompanied by Mahomed Hussen. As 
soon as Masson heard t h i s  unwelcome news, he  immediately le f t  
Jalalabad for  Kabul. S h o r t l y  a f te rwards  l e t t e r s  a r r i v e d  f rom 
Mahomed Hussen t o  t h e  Ami r  wh ich  Masson copied t o  Bu rnes  and  
Wade. 

I n  the course o f  h i s  correspondence w i t h  Burnes ,  Masson 
had dwelt o n  t h e  subject  o f  Peshawar wh ich  he, a t  least, 
regarded as crucia l  t o  a p r o p e r  unders tand ing  w i t h  Dost 
Mahomed Khan: 'My proposal was simply, t ha t  Peshawar - t h e  
assumption o f  which b y  Ran j i t  S i ngh  had  b r o u g h t  o n  a l l  o u r  ev i ls  
- should be restored t o  Su l tan  Mahomed Khan; in fact, t ha t  a 
mere act o f  just ice should be  done. B y  t h i s  t he  chiefs o f  
Kandahar would be  a t  once reconci led, whi le  Dost  Mahomed Khan  
Would have no a l te rna t i ve  but t o  acquiesce; s t i l l ,  as t o  h i s  
exertions in some measure t h e  res t i t u t i on  m igh t  b e  he ld  due, I 
Proposed that  Su l tan Mahomed Khan  should pay  annual ly  a sum 
more o r  less, not  exceeding a l a k h  o f  rupees,  from h i s  
'evenu=, which I did no t  doub t  he  would g lad ly  do, as the  
price of being re l ieved from S i k h  control ,  and  o f  t he  possession 
of the ent i re coun t ry1 .  Masson added t ha t  be ing per fec t l y  aware 
that the occupation o f  Peshawar was unpro f i tab le  and  troublesome 
to Ranjit Singh, he was satisf ied t ha t  t h e  Maharaja would  
relinquish it, if sol ici ted b y  t he  Covernor-General  t o  d o  solT4. He 
also well knew tha t  even  though the  Arnir had never  himself 
Possessed Peshawar, h e  would  not  r e l i sh  such  a settlement in h i s  

favour,  but was convinced tha t  he would eventua l ly  
i t .  Once t he  Amir  had accepted, Masson bel ieved tha t  he  

be on ly  too g lad t o  d r o p  h i s  cou r t i ng  o f  the  Persians and  
from whom h e  had  never  expected much, but t o  whom 

he had tu rned  from lack o f  response from the  B r i t i sh ,  and  would 
welcome a connexion w i t h  t he  Government of India.  

Burnes responded o n  4 September, hav ing  just  cleared the  
K h ~ b e r  and entered t he  domains o f  Dost Mahomed: 'The view 
which you have taken  o f  Peshawar be ing passed ove r  t o  Su l tan 
Mahomed Khan i s  t o  me v e r y  sat is factory.  I am no t  w i thout  hope 
that we shall, in course o f  time, b e  able t o  work  ou t  t h i s  matter  

. . Had we not  had t o  pull t he  Khalsals r e i n  in Sinde [ i .e.  



p reven ted  Ran j i t  S i n g h  from tak i ng  S h i k a r p u r ]  I should have 
said t h a t  t h e  adjustment o f  it amounted t o  a ce r ta in ty :  and I now 
be l ieve t ha t  t h e  d r a i n  wh ich  Peshawar i s  upon  h is  finances, his 
w i sh  t o  please us,  a n d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  combined, wil l, i n  the end, 
t e n d  t o  adjustment' .  Again,  in a l e t t e r  dated 9 September, 
Burnes,  who had  in t h e  meantime received a n  important express 
from Calcut ta  wro te :  . . . t h e  adjustment o f  Peshawar i s  
neare r  t h a n  ever ,  if no t  mismanaged, and you  well know how 
easy it i s  t o  d o  that ,  e v e n  w i thou t  Afghans,  and  the i r  proverbial 
s t u p i d i t y '  17'. In rea l i t y ,  Bu rnes  was a l ready o f  t he  opinion that 
t h e  prob lem of  Peshawar was a minor  one wh ich  could be readily 
so lved a n d  was thinking f a r  ahead t o  t he  re-unification of 
Afghanis tan u n d e r  t h e  A m i r  and  mak ing  it in to  an effective 
bu f f e r  state o n  t h e  l ines proposed b y  McNeill. He hoped to 
she lve Peshawar f o r  t h e  p resen t  b y  promis ing the Amir moral 
s u p p o r t  in ob ta in ing  t ha t  c i t y  and  t h e  te r r i to r ies  o n  the west 
bank  o f  t h e  l n d u s  as f a r  as Sh i ka rpu r ,  a f t e r  Ranjit Singh's 
death.  Dost  Mahomed Khan, t he reby  re l ieved of his 
preoccupat ion w i t h  Peshawar, cou ld  t h e n  b e  encouraged to deal 
w i t h  Kandahar  and  Herat .  T h e  Governor-General 's views were 
v e r y  d i f ferent .  He exp l i c i t l y  recognised Ranj i t  Singh's claims to 
t h e  Peshawar d i s t r i c t  and  considered t ha t  any  compromise could 
o n l y  come from a v o l u n t a r y  concession o n  t he  p a r t  o f  the Sikh 
chief ta in.  Yet  t he re  were occasions when Lo rd  Auckland 
conceded t ha t  one o f  t h e  Barakza i  b ro the rs  might  receive 
Peshawar from t h e  Maharaja in r e t u r n  f o r  t r i bu te  and 
acknowledgement o f  h i s  supremacy. B u t  t he  proposit ion was 
never  put t o  Ranj i t  S ingh;  Capta in  Wade, in par t icu lar ,  saw to 
tha t .  

In t h e  meantime, Kamber A l i ' s  mission t o  Kandahar was 
go ing  badly .  For  one thing, t h e  Kandahar s i rda rs  would not 
allow him to  proceed t o  Kabul .  Fo r  another ,  he had indulged in 
reve ls  wh ich  became notor ious.  F ina l ly ,  Mahomed HuSsen had 
p layed a d i r t y  t r i c k  o n  him. T h e  former had borrowed Rs *0° 
from t h e  envoy but had evaded repayment b y  a ruse  and 
r e t u r n e d  t o  Kabu l  where  he  gave  Dost  Mahomed Khan so 
ex t rao rd ina ry  an  account o f  h i s  say ings and doings in Persia 
tha t  the  Amir  and  h i s  nobles were  convulsed w i t h  laughter at  the 
l ies h e  to ld .  O n  po in ts  o f  business no th i ng  could be gained from 
Mahomed Hussen, t r y  as they  would. T h e  Amir  s l y l y  quartered 
him upon  t he  Nawab Jabar Khan,  t h e  foreigners '  f r iend,  and 
occasionally sent  fo r  him, when inc l ined t o  be  m i r t h fu l  and 
laugh  a t  t he  monstrous tales he  re lated 17'. In rep l y  t o   asso on'^ 
repor ts  o f  these events,  Burnes,  s t i l l  e n  rou te  t o  Kabul  wrote: 
'The  audaci ty o f  Mahomed Hussein, whose le t te rs  [ t o  the Amir] 
You enclosed, astounds me: h e  is, however, a v e r y  Persian. I 
t rans la ted t he  epist les, and sent them to  t he  p r i va te  secretary 
[ t o  t he  Governor-General ] . '  A n d  again in a subsequent le t ter :  



'The approach o f  the burst ing bubble o f  Mahomed Hussein's 
mission is highly amusing. While seated on the Hindoo Koosh, 
drinking tea and laughing at  the said Mirza's fibs, I little 
thought I was holding converse with the fu ture  ambassador of 
the ruler of Cabool to the King o f  Kings' 1 7 ?  





CHAPTER X IV :  FAILURE O F  A MISSION 

On 1 8  September, A lexander  Bu rnes  reached B h u t  Khak,  a 
few miles from Kabul ,  where  Masson pa id  him a v i s i t  and  
remained the fo l lowing day :  'Our  conversat ion was near l y  
exclusively o n  pol i t ical matters;  a n d  I must confess I augured  
very faint ly of  t h e  success o f  h i s  mission, e i t he r  from h i s  
manner o r  from h i s  op in ion  " t h a t  t h e  A fghans  were  t o  be  t rea ted  
as childrent1, a remark t ha t  d rew  from me t h e  r e p l y  t ha t  he must 
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not then expect them t o  behave as men . Burnes  own 
description of  h i s  a r r i v a l  r u n s :  . . . t o  Bootkhak,  where we 
were joined b y  M r  Masson, t h e  wel l -known i l l u s t r a to r  o f  Bac t r ian  
reliques. It was a source o f  g rea t  sat is fact ion t o  a l l  o f  u s  t o  
make the acquaintance o f  t h i s  gentleman, and  we were h i gh l y  
gratified b y  o u r  in te rcourse  w i t h  him. O n  t h e  20th September we 
entered Cabool, and  were  received w i t h  g rea t  pomp and  
splendour b y  a f i ne  b o d y  o f  A f g h a n  cava l ry ,  led b y  t he  Amir 's 
son, Akhbar Khan. He did me t h e  honour  t o  p lace me o n  the  
same elephant upon  wh ich  h e  himself rode,  and conducted us  to  
his father's cour t ,  whose recept ion o f  u s  was most cordia l .  A 
spacious garden, close by t h e  palace and  inside the Bala-Hissar 
of Cabool, was al lot ted t o  t h e  mission as t h e i r  place o f   residence'"^ 

Masson was unhappy  a t  t he  imprecis ion o f  Burnes 's  off icial  
instructions which were shown t o  h im the  n e x t  day ;  he  was even 
more troubled b y  t h e  manner and matter  o f  t he  envoy's 
discussions w i t h  Dost  Mahomed Khan. Of t h e  manner, he  wr i tes :  
'The amir had eve ry  reason t o  e x u l t  in t he  humi l i t y  o f  h i s  new 
guest, who never  addressed h im but w i t h  h i s  hands closed, in 
the att i tude o f  suppl icat ion,  o r  w i thou t  p re fac ing  h i s  remarks 
with "Charib nawaz", y o u r  humble pet i t ioner ,  wh ich  acquired for 
him in  Kabul the  sobr iquet  of  Ghar ib  N a ~ a z " ' ~ .  Of  t he  matter ,  
he thought i t  imprudent  t o  exc i te  expectat ions in the  Amir which 
were not l i ke ly  t o  b e  real ised. A l l  t h i s  induced Dost Mahomed 
Khan to p i t ch  h is  demands high. 

Masson's most damaging accusation was t ha t  Burnes  and h i s  
instead of  behav ing  w i t h  t he  degree o f  decorum 

proper In a B r i t i s h  mission, indu lged  in w i ld  revels w i t h  local 
ladies- The Amir  received regu la r  r epo r t s  o f  what was go ing on. 
but forbade any not ice t o  b e  taken, pleased perhaps that  the  
" v o ~ ' s  in t r igues were no t  o f  a pol i t ical  nature .  Masson relates 
"lat Mir*a Sami Khan, t he  Amir 's  secretary and  counsel lor, 
"'lecl 013 him and proposed that  'I should follow the  example o f  
my i l l l lstr ious super iors ,  and  fill my house w i t h  b lack-eyed 



damsels. I observed ,  t h a t  m y  house  was h a r d l y  l a rge  enough . . 
. I t h e n  asked,  w h e r e  t h e  damsels w e r e  t o  come f rom; and he 
rep l i ed ,  I m i g h t  select a n y  I pleased, a n d  h e  wou ld  take care I 
shou ld  h a v e  them. I t o l d  him, h i s  c h a r i t y  exceeded al l  praise, 
but I t h o u g h t  it b e t t e r  t o  g o  o n  q u i e t l y  in m y  o l d  way and he 
d r o p p e d  t h e  sub jec t '  Is! T h i s  accusat ion  ach ieved no to r ie t y  when 
it was p u b l i s h e d  a n d  l e d  t o  b i t t e r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Masson a t  the  time 
a n d  since. Some commentators h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  be l ieve t h e  story 
a n d  h a v e  accused Masson o f  mal ice a n d  spi tefu lness.  Others 
r e g a r d e d  it as in t h e  w o r s t  poss ib le  tas te  in v iew o f  Burnes's 
e a r l y  a n d  ga l lan t  death .  Ye t  t h e  s t o r y  has  n o t  been positively 
den ied  a n d  indeed it i s  f a r  f rom improbab le :  Kabu l  women then 
h a d  a r e p u t a t i o n  fo r  sexua l  l i cence w h i c h  was enhanced dur ing 
t h e  subsequent  B r i t i s h  occupa t ion  o f  1839-42. 

A f t e r  B u r n e s  h a d  h a d  some p r e l i m i n a r y  conversat ions with 
t h e  Ami r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  sen t  M i r z a  Sami K h a n  w i t h  Mirza Imam 
V e r d i ,  ano the r  o f  h i s  con f iden t ia l  secre tar ies ,  t o  Masson with a 
proposa l  t h a t  Peshawar shou ld  b e  handed  o v e r  t o  Dost Mahomed 
K h a n  as t h e  sine qua  non o f  a n y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  Br i t ish 
Government.  Masson exp ressed  s t r o n g  oppos i t ion ,  say ing that he 
wou ld  seek t o  d i ssuade  Cap ta in  B u r n e s  f rom l i s ten ing  to  such 
terms.  T h e  Nawab Jabar  K h a n  t h e n  took  a h a n d  a n d  u r g e d  upon 
B u r n e s  t h e  necess i ty  o f  f i r m l y  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  proposa l  about to be 
made t o  him, o n  w h i c h  so m u c h  depended.  Masson did the  same, 
fee l ing  c e r t a i n  t h a t  it was a ballon d'essai. He suggested to 
B u r n e s  t h a t  h i s  c o u r s e  was a v e r y  c lear  one:  ' the  pleasure of 
Ran j i t  S i n g h  t o  g i v e  up Peshawar a f f o r d e d  t h e  oppor tun i t y  of 
s e t t l i n g  t h e  A f g h a n  q u e s t i o n  in a manner  w h i c h  cou ld  not  have 
been looked fo r .  I t  m i g h t  b e  made t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  bro thers  at 
Kandahar  and  Peshawar equa l l y  w i t h  Dost  Mahomed Khan, and 
t h e  B r i t i s h  Government wou ld  a t  a l l  even ts  h a v e  done the i r  du ty  
t o  them, a n d  h a v e  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  w i s h  t o  bene f i t  t h e  Afghan 
nat ion. '  B u r n e s  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  A m i r  wou ld  b e  g r e a t l y  displeased 
were  Peshawar made o v e r  t o  S u l t a n  Mahomed Khan,  but Masson 
mainta ined as be fo re  t h a t  t h e  A m i r  h a d  n o  v a l i d  claim t o  it and 
wou ld  h a v e  t o  swallow t h e  p ropos i t i on  in t h e  end. In t h e  event, 
t h e  Mi rzas  proposed t o  B u r n e s  t h a t  in r e t u r n  fo r  t h e  cession of 
Peshawar t o  t h e  Ami r ,  one  o f  t h e  l a t te r ' s  sons shou ld  reside at 
Lahore  w i t h  t h e  Maharaja as a hos tage fo r  h i s  fa ther 's  good 
behav iour .  B u r n e s  t o l d  h i s  col league t h a t  h e  was so astonished 
t h a t  h e  made t h e  Mi rzas  t h r i c e  repeat  what  t h e y  h a d  said, to  be 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o  mistake;  a n d  tha t ,  sa t is f ied  there  was 
none, h e  h a d  to ld  them a l l  wou ld  b e  se t t l ed  as t h e y  wished. 
Masson cou ld  o n l y  exp ress  h i s  fears  t h a t  t h e  wors t  resu l ts  would 
fo l low:  ' T h e  Nawab Jabar Khan ,  and  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  o f  t h e  Sunni 
P a r t y  a t  Kabul ,  ceased t o  i n t e r e s t  themselves in t h e  success of 
t h e  mission, and  e i the r  seldom v i s i t ed  t h e  d u r b a r ,  o r .  when 
t h e r e  n e v e r  ta l ked  business.  No p e r s o n  o f  a n y  respectab i l i t y  0' 



character ever called o n  Capta in  Burnes ,  and  the  mission was 
left to follow up i t s  i r r e g u l a r  career,  and  t o  s ink  i n t o  contempt'!82 

Masson also notes as a compl icat ing fac tor  in t h e  conduct  o f  
negotiations, t he  jealousy o f  Bu rnes  enter ta ined by Capta in  Wade 
who had ' informed t he  au thor i t i es  a t  Kabul ,  t h r o u g h  Abdu l  Ghias 
Khan, that he would have  been a f i t t e r  pe rson  t han  Capta in  
Burnes for  the mission, and  would  have  done more f o r  them t h a n  
he could do, o n  account o f  h i s  in f luence w i t h  Ranj i t  Singh. I 
also knew that  Captain Wade cou ld  depend o n  t he  suppo r t  of M r  
Secretary Macnaghten. O n  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  Capta in  Burnes  was 
agreeable to  L o r d  Auck land  and  had  the  p r i v i l ege  o f  constant  
communication w i t h  t he  p r i v a t e  secretary ,  M r  Colv in,  suf f ic ient  
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to protect him f rom ev i l  inf luence, had  h e  used it wisely . 
However, it was perhaps no t  so much a personal  mat ter  between 
Wade and Burnes,  but r a t h e r  t ha t  the  former feared lest  h i s  k e y  
position as the  ho lder  o f  a monopoly o f  inte l l igence o n  t he  
countries west of  t h e  l n d u s  t h r o u g h  h i s  cha in  o f  off icial  
newswriters and unoff ic ia l  correspondents,  be  eroded were 
Burnes to b r i n g  t he  Ami r  t o  a n  al l iance w i t h  t he  B r i t i sh ,  and  
Kabul replace Ludhiana as t h e  new advance Poli t ical ~ g e n c y ' ~ ~ .  

One o f  Wade's f i r s t  tasks when he  was appointed 
Political Assistant at Ludhiana in 1823, was t o  keep in 
touch wi th h is  exi led ne ighbour  Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk. Wade 
became disposed t o  favour  t he  ex-monarch's cause and  suppor ted 
Shuja's request f o r  a fou r  months'  advance o f  h i s  B r i t i s h  pension 
to finance h is  campaign t o  rega in  h i s  th rone  in 1833-34. Wade 
was never a suppor te r  o f  Dost  Mahomed Khan o r  o f  t he  Barakzai 
leaders in general. T h e  most impor tant  o f  Wade's du t ies  was t o  
establish and maintain good relat ions w i t h  Ranj i t  S ingh  who 
regarded the Barakzai as h i s  enemies. Ranj i t  S ingh  maintained a 
Sikh agent a t  Ludhiana, whi le  Wade was in effect the 
non-resident envoy t o  t h e  Maharaja's c o u r t  a t  Lahore. In 
addition, Wade was formally put in charge o f  a l l  pol i t ical  
relations w i th  t he  States beyond the  l n d u s  in 1835. Th i s  

o f  du t ies  together  w i t h  h i s  long exper ience* and 
undoubted intel l igence, made him a dominant f i gu re  in t he  

o f  B r i t i s h  po l icy  in the  nor th-west  His predi lect ions 
had therefore a marked ef fect  o n  pol icy.  

On h is  a r r i va l  in Kabul ,  Burnes  had recommended to the 
C o v e r n ~ r - ~ e n e r a l  tha t  the  Ami r  should be guaranteed the 
Possession o f  Peshawar o n  the  death o f  Ranj i t  Singh. He now 
forwarded Dost Mahorned's own proposal o n  5 October,  t o  which 

answer could be received in less than  t h ree  months. A l though 
showed Masson a l l  h i s  incoming correspondence, he  did 

show him h is  ou tgo ina  correspondence, consequently despi te 

' He served continuously i n  India from 1809 to 1844, a longer period than 
of his contemporaries, except S i r  Charles Metcalfe. 



discussions and  f requent  exchanges of l i t t l e  notes, Masson did 
not  know in any  deta i l  what Burnes  had wr i t ten  to his 
super iors.  Moreover, in a l e t t e r  o f  19 October,  Wade told Masson 
by d i rec t ion  o f  McNaghten t h a t :  'until Captain Burnes 
shal l  have q u i t t e d  Kabu l  it i s  considered desirable that 
you  should be subject  t o  h i s  o rders ,  and  discont inue your direct 
correspondence w i t h  me, and  I beg  tha t  you  w i l l  act  accordingly. 
Captain Bu rnes  w i l l  convey t o  me e v e r y  week, i f necessary, 
such  informat ion as h e  may collect e i ther  b y  h is  own means or 
those of  y o u r s e l f n ' s ~  These ins t ruc t ions  were o f  course normal 
and p rope r  in such  circumstances, but Masson's opinions could 
no longer be heard.  

In Calcutta, t h e  Governor-General was led b y  events to 
g i ve  more o f  a pol i t ical  character  t o  Burnes '  mission than 
o r ig ina l l y  belonged t o  it. Macnaghten there fo re  dispatched new 
ins t ruc t ions  o n  11 September 1837 wh ich  reached Kabul on 21  
October,  a month a f t e r  Burnes  had s ta r ted  h is  negotiations. 
Burnes  was s t i l l  not  g i v e n  any  'd i rec t  pol i t ical  power' inasmuch 
as the in junc t ion  to  r e p o r t  a n y  reasonable proposit ions through 
Wade was maintained. He was t o  po in t  ou t  to  Dost Mahomed the 
hazards o f  h is  posi t ion,  t h e  worthlessness o f  Persian promises 
and tha t  ' under  any  circumstances o u r  f i r s t  feel ing must be that 
o f  r ega rd  f o r  t h e  honour and jus t  wishes o f  o u r  o ld and f i r m  
a l ly  Ranj i t  Singh'.  If, however,  t h e  Amir  des i red peace wi th the 
S ikhs  and abandoned any  contacts w i t h  Persia, 'such good 
offices in h is  favour  w i t h  t h e  Maharajah as we can render would 
be g i ven  t o  him . . . I  These good offices might be directed 
towards t h e  restorat ion o f  Peshawar to  'a member of the 
Ba rukzye  family o n  t h e  condi t ion o f  t r i b u t e  t o  Ranj i t  ~ i n ~ h ' " ' .  
Natura l ly ,  Burnes  was disconcerted and  indeed 'Never can an 
envoy have received more obscure  and unpalatable instruct$:; 
o n  which t o  base a bid for t he  f r iendsh ip  o f  a fore ign potentate 
It was also clear t ha t  the  proposal t o  g i v e  Peshawar ou t r igh t  to 
the Amir, which Burnes  should have known would be 
unacceptable, was already dead, though the  c rush ing  reply to 
h is  despatch o f  5 October was not  received until 2 1  February 
1 838. 

The  resi l ient  Burnes  persuaded himself that  these 
ins t ruct ions could bear a wide d iscret ion.  He saw his task as the 
establishment of B r i t i s h  pol i t ical  inf luence in Centra l  Asia. Kabul 
was t o  become t h e  nerve-cent re  o f  a new pol i t ical  system'89. He 
sent D r  L o r d  and Lieutenant Wood to  Kunduz mainly in order to 
reconnoi t re Badakshan. He opened a correspondence with 
E ldr idge Pot t inger  a t  Herat  and w i t h  the  Kandahar s i rdars .  

B y  November, Kamber Al i 's posi t ion a t  Kandahar had 
worsened t o  such an  extent  tha t  he begged the s i rdars  to agree 
to  h is  depar ture.  They  thereupon d ic ta ted a t rea ty  which he was 
on ly  too g lad t o  seal in o rde r  to  get  away. So apprehensive was 



he of being waylaid o n  h i s  jou rney  back t ha t  he l e f t  a l l  h i s  
property behind and  'decamped s l i gh t l y  equipped'  f o r  t h e  Shah's 
camp outside Herat. T h e  d a y  a f t e r  Kamber Al i 's  a r r i va l ,  
Lieutenant Vektav ich set  o u t  f o r  Kandahar.  B y  t h i s  t reaty ,  
Herat upon i t s  cap tu re  b y  t h e  Persians would  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  
Kandahar chiefs. Accord ing  t o  Masson, a ch i l d  o u g h t  no t  t o  have 
been deceived by such  a document ex to r t ed  as it had been, 
however much Burnes  migh t  have  chosen t o  a t tach importance t o  
it, or the Ind ian Government t o  have  fallen i n t o  h is  e r ro r .  B u t  
Count Simonich soon guaranteed t h e  t r e a t y  which gave 
it greater importance t han  Masson had supposed. ( A f t e r  the  
failure to take Herat  t he  Russian Government repudia ted it a n d  
recalled the i r  Envoy a n d  L ieutenant  Vektav ich;  t h e i r  gamble, if 
such it were, had come t o  nought .  ) 

When Burnes learned t h e  terms o f  t h e  t r e a t y  he  felt  tha t  i t  
would suffice t o  tilt t h e  balance against  t h e  defenders  o f  Herat  
whereupon the  Shah m igh t  wel l  pounce o n  Kandahar and  thereby  
open the door t o  ex tens ive  Persian and  Russian encroachments. 
By December, spu r red  by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  L ieutenant Vektavich,  
Burnes felt  compelled t o  a c t :  h e  of fered t he  Kandahar s i rda rs  
three lakhs o f  rupees t o  he lp  them repel  any  a t tack from Persia. 
Shortly afterwards, h e  sent  L ieutenant  Leech t he re  - y e t  another 
move well outs ide h i s  ins t ruc t ions ;  designed, says Masson 
unkindly, for t he  purpose  o f  magn i fy ing  t h e  dangers  t o  b e  
apprehended f rom Persia, a n d  o f  a t tach ing  importance t o  
transactions a t  Kandahar. Masson also suspected t h a t  the 
information reaching Bu rnes  from tha t  q u a r t e r  was d is to r ted  in 
Order to spu r  him on, and t ha t  Dost  Mohamed Khan too was 
manipulating Burnes in o r d e r  t o  annex Kandahar himself. 

Masson considered t ha t  Bu rnes  was b o t h  r a s h  in exceeding 
his instruct ions a n d  na ive  in be l iev ing too t r u s t i n g l y  in the  
Amir's fair words. B u t  even  had h e  been fully aware o f  Burnes's 
grand design he would  have  deplored u s i n g  Afghanis tan as a 
springboard f o r  adventures in Turkes tan .  He was essential ly 
against B r i t i sh  in ter ference in t h e  af fa i rs o f  t h e  t h ree  Afghan 

and Tu rkes tan  because he  was sceptical o f  a Russian 
military threat, wh i l s t  pe rhaps  no t  suf f ic ient ly  apprec ia t ing the  
effect that expansion o f  Russian inf luence alone might  have o n  
the internal s tab i l i t y  of  B r i t i s h  India.  He was, moreover, 
unCOnvinced o f  t h e  ab i l i t y  o f  Persia t o  cause serious t roub le  o n  
her eastern borders.  He was par t i cu la r l y  scath ing about the  

of the 'miserable agents'  employed by t h e  Amir  and  t he  
Kandahar s i rda rs  t o  negotiate w i t h  t h e  Shah. His op in ion of  
Kamber Al i ,  t he  Persian envoy, was l i t t l e  h igher .  A l l  these 

developments and  c r u d e  attempts a t  diplomacy for t i f ied 
Masson's belief t ha t  Dost  Mahomed Khan was never  whol ly  serious 
'" his Overtures t o  t h e  Persians and  Russians and tha t  h i s  real 



d e s i r e  was f o r  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  provided 
a lways t h a t  a n  accommodation c o u l d  b e  reached o v e r  Peshawar. 

L ieu tenan t  V e k t a v i c h ,  a f t e r  a b r i e f  s t a y  a t  Kandahar had, 
u n l i k e  Kamber A l i ,  successfu l ly  d e f i e d  t h e  Kandahar sirdars' 
e f fo r t s  t o  p r e v e n t  h im  f rom p r o c e e d i n g  t o  Kabul .  He arrived 
t h e r e  s u d d e n l y  o n  1 9  December c a r r y i n g  a l e t t e r  purpor t ing  to 
b e  f rom t h e  Empero r  o f  Russ ia  t h o u g h  it lacked seal and 
s igna tu re .  T h e  A m i r  was s u r p r i s e d  a n d  h i s  treatment of 
V e k t a v i c h  in t h e  e a r l y  s tages b o r e  o u t  Masson's v iew:  he was 
accommodated in t h e  house  o f  M i r z a  Sami K h a n  where  he was 
k e p t  u n d e r  su rve i l l ance  a n d  a t  arm's l e n g t h  f o r  t h e  next  three 
months.  H i s  a r r i v a l ,  however ,  'complete ly  overpowered the 
B r i t i s h  e n v o y  a n d  h e  abandoned h imse l f  t o  despair .  He bound 
h i s  head w i t h  wet  towels a n d  handkerch ie fs ,  and  took to the 
smel l ing-bot t le .  I t  was h u m i l i a t i n g  t o  w i tness  s u c h  a n  exhibition, 
a n d  t h e  r i d i c u l e  t o  w h i c h  it g a v e  r ise .  T h e  A m i r  called on the 
d i sconcer ted  envoy ,  a n d  M i rza  Sami K h a n  b r o u g h t  ove r  the  letter 
sa id  t o  b e  f rom t h e  emperor ,  f o r  b o t h  o f  them h a d  suspicions, in 
common w i t h  t h e  Kandahar  s i r d a r s ,  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  n o t  b e  genuine, 
a n d  so t h e y  t o l d  Cap ta in  B u r n e s  who, however ,  a t  once assured 
them i t  was genu ine,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  n o  d o u b t  of it . . 
. I u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  exp ressed  m y  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  le t te r  was a 
fabr ica t ion ,  as fa r  as t h e  emperor  was concerned,  but that i t  
was v e r y  p r o b a b l y  g o t  up in t h e  Pers ian  camp before Herat, 
because w i t h o u t  some s u c h  document  Ve k t a v i c h  would not have 
d a r e d  t o  show h imse l f  in A f g h a n i s t a n  . . . It may be  further 
remarked  o f  t h i s  document,  t h a t  i t  was n o t  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  count 
a t  t h e  emperor 's  command, but p u r p o r t e d  t o  b e  f rom the  emperor 
himself, ano the r  p r o o f ,  in m y  est imat ion,  t h a t  i t  was no t  genuine 
- however ,  o n  t h a t  v e r y  account  wel l  ca lcu la ted t o  deceive Dost 
Mahomed Khan '  19! 

O n  2 3  December, B u r n e s  took t h e  unusua l  s tep  o f  wri t ing 
p r i v a t e l y  t o  A u c k l a n d  h imse l f  urging a more v igo rous  pol icy in  
C e n t r a l  Asia a n d  putting t h e  case f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  Dost  ~ a h o m e d  
K h a n  as s t r o n g l y  as h e  could.  He  rehearsed t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  the 
Peshawar prob lem w h i c h  h a d  so upse t  t h e  A m i r  a n d  pleaded that 
i t s  speedy sett lement e i t h e r  in t h e  Amir 's  favour  o r  in Sultan 
Mahorned's wou ld  p r o v i d e  'an  immediate remedy against  further 
i n t r i g u e ,  and  a means o f  show ing  t o  t h e  A fghans  tha t  t he  Br i t ish 
Government does sympath ise  w i t h  them, a n d  a t  one and the  same 
t ime s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  chiefs,  and  g a i n i n g  b o t h  o u r  pol i t ica l  and 
commercial e n d s  . . . ' I 9 '  Whether o r  no t  these arguments 
d e r i v e d  f rom a be la ted acceptance o f  Char les  Masson's opinions 
w h i c h  t h e y  closely resembled, t h e y  were  too late. The 
Governor-General ,  i n f l uenced  b y  Wade's c o n t r a r y  views, had 
a l ready w i t h d r a w n  h i s  ea r l i e r  sugges t ion  t h a t  Peshawar might be 
g i v e n  t o  S u l t a n  Mahomed Khan.  He was u n d e r  the  false 
impression tha t  Hera t  was t h e  s t ronges t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  Afghan 



powers and Kabul  t h e  weakest. He even t hough t  t ha t  Pr ince 
Kamran was t h e  most respectable o f  t he  ru le rs ,  whereas in fac t  
he was dissolute, avar ic ious,  and  oppressive.  B r i t i s h  t rave l le rs  
had reported as much, f o r  example, A r t h u r  Conolly, who added 
that Kamran was a slave t o  w ine  and  t he  harem. Conolly 's o n l y  
contact w i th  him was a n  i nd i r ec t  e n q u i r y  whether  t h e  Englishman 
possessed, o r  cou ld  prepare,  a l i quor  wh i ch  would make t h e  
Prince d r u n k  a t  once 19? Kamran's unp r i nc i p l ed  but c lever  v iz ier ,  
Yah Mahomed Khan, dea l t  in slaves and  as h i s  power increased 
developed in to  a t y r a n t  whose name became a by-word.  A 
contemporary h is to r ian  said o f  h im: ' I f  t he re  was a n  ab ler  o r  a 
worse man in Cent ra l  Asia I have  no t  ye t  heard h i s  name'193. 
Auckland also mis judged t h e  s i tua t ion  at  Kandahar which was in 
reality a poor p r inc ipa l i t y ,  m i l i t a r i l y  weak and  sadly misgoverned 
by the Barakzai s i r da rs  who were in consequence h i g h l y  
unpopular. The  Governor-General  bel ieved, too, t ha t  Dost  
Mahomed Khan was o n  t h e  defens ive whereas t h e  Amir ,  though  
fearing that  Ranj i t  S ingh  m igh t  poss ib ly  at tempt t o  p u s h  fo rward  
as far as Jalalabad, knew full wel l  tha t  h i s  opponent had  ne i the r  
the means no r  t h e  inc l inat ion t o  expose h is  S ikhs t o  the  
mountainous t e r r a i n  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  w i t h  i t s  ha rsh  climate. 

Auckland was concerned les t  a n y  B r i t i s h  aid g i ven  t o  Kabul  
and Kandahar would be  t u r n e d  against  Ranj i t  Singh; past  events  
lent some colour to t h i s  v iew. In fact, t he  Ami r  no  longer sought 
a military conf ronta t ion w i t h  t he  Maharaja. Fur thermore,  ne i ther  
the Amir nor  h is  Kandahar b ro the rs  t r u s t e d  each o the r  enough 
to combine together t o  wage a ho ly  war  against  the  in f ide l  Sikhs,  
however appealing the  idea m igh t  b e  in theory .  Above all, the  
Governor-General 'overlooked t h e  fact  tha t  Afghan love  of  
independence was even g rea te r  t h a n  t he i r  love o f  tu rbu lence  and  
was thus the  most ef fect ive of  a l l  safeguards against  Russian 
domination' I y ?  

I n  Kabul, Alexander Burnes  i nv i t ed  the  Russian of f icer  t o  
dinner on  Christmas Day. T h e y  took t o  each o ther ;  b o t h  in t he i r  
early th i r t ies,  b o t h  p l ay i ng  a lone hand : Vek tav ich  possib ly,  and  
Burnes certa in ly,  exceeding t h e i r  o f f ic ia l  br iefs.  'He was', says 
Burnes, 'a gentlemanly and  agreeable man, o f  about t h i r t y  Years 
of age, and spoke French,  T u r k i s h ,  and Persian f luent ly ,  and 
Wore the uni form o f  an  of f icer  o f  Cossacks, which was a nove l ty  
in Cabool. He had been t h ree  times a t  Bokhara,  and We had 
therefore a common subject t o  converse upon, w i thout  touch ing 

politics. I found him in te l l igent  and well informed o n  t he  
~ubiect  o f  No r the rn  Asia . . . I never  again met M r  V i l l t iev i tch 

as I see i t  wr i t ten ,  V icov ich)* ,  a l though we exchanged 

* Y a ~ ~  gives a fourth and no doubt correct version o f  the name as 
Vitkevich; but for convenience Masson's version, Vektavich. has been 
retained throughout. 



s u n d r y  messages o f  "high considerat ion1';  f o r  I regre t  to say 
t h a t  I f ound  it t o  b e  impossible t o  follow t h e  dictates of my 
personal, feel ings o f  f r i endsh ip  towards him, as the public 
se rv ice  requ i red  t h e  s t r i c t es t  watch, lest t h e  re la t ive  positions 
o f  o u r  nat ions should  b e  misunderstood in t h i s  p a r t  o f  ~ s i a ' ' ~ ~ .  
Within f o u r  years  b o t h  men had  died vio lent  deaths:  the  Russian 
by h i s  own  hand, Bu rnes  by t h e  mob in Kabul .  

Repl ies t o  Burnes 's  va r ious  proposals t o  t he  Government of 
I nd ia  now began t o  a r r i ve .  T o  h i s  pe t  suggest ion tha t  a promise 
o f  Peshawar should  b e  made t o  t h e  Ami r  o n  t h e  death o f  Ranjit 
Singh, t h e  r e p l y  deprecated specu la t ing o n  t he  death of  an 
ind iv idua l .  T h e  Amir 's  o w n  proposal  t ha t  Peshawar should be 
g i v e n  t o  h im sub ject  t o  send ing  hostages t o  Lahore, was 
rejected. B u t  as ne i the r  it, n o r  t h e  a l te rna t i ve  o f  reinstating 
Sul tan Mahomed Khan, had  been put t o  t h e  Maharaja and as Wade 
had  no t  ascerta ined h i s  actual  wishes t hey  were never known. 
Bu rnes  was t h u s  l e f t  w i thou t  a n y  means o f  softening the 
disappointment o f  t h e  Dost. He had  never  been accorded any 
barga in ing  counters  w i t h  wh ich  t o  negot iate and  now the Amir 
had t o  be  g i ven  a b lanke t  negative. Fur thermore  h is  offer of 
money t o  t he  Kandahar ch ie fs  cal led f o r t h  a severe reprimand 
from t h e  Governor-General,  and  a n  o r d e r  t o  resc ind  it. Burnes 
was in despai r  when  he  received t h i s  despatch o n  21 February 
1838. B u t  h e  made mat ters  worse by blaming t he  Amir  for  having 
made h i s  proposals, in sp i te  o f  hav ing  approved  them. Masson 
records  tha t  'a v e r y  p r e t t y  in te rv iew necessari ly passed, which 
a note from h im t o  me w r i t t e n  immediately a f te r ,  wil l, perhaps 
show. "It i s  impossible t o  w r i t e  all, a n d  f o r  me t o  come to you 
o r  you  t o  me be fo re  d i n n e r  m igh t  show o u r  funk ,  I gave it 
fear fu l ly  and  le f t  h im in a f u r i ous  rage, but not  a word was 
fo rgo t ten  o f  wh ich  I p repared  f o r  him. He gave  the  o ld  story - 
no benef i t  - no one cares f o r  a fa l l i ng  nat ion - I offered my 
wares for  sale, and  y o u  would  no t  buy1'  19! The  last sentence 
neat ly  sums up t h e  Amir 's  acute dilemma. 

I t  has a l ready been said t ha t  Masson was not shown 
Burnes ts  ou twa rd  let ters.  When he  did see them in print i n  the 
Papers presented t o  Parliament in 1839, a number of thern 
heav i ly  cut ,  he dep lored the wor th less evidence there  adduced- 
He quotes var ious instances o f  t h e  low g rade  intel l igence which 
had  been fed t o  t h e  envoy and  alleges that  the reports 
Vektavichls conversat ions w i t h  t h e  Ami r  in Burnes's pr ivate 
le t te r  t o  Auck land o f  23 December 1837 were absolutely false# 
coming as t hey  did from two sources who had  been ins t ruc ted by 
Mirza Sami Khan t o  de lude  him, the  object  be ing  to  'rouse the 
mind o f  Alexander Burnesl.  

T h e  mission was now v i r t u a l l y  a t  a n  end. But Burnes hek' 
o n  for  two more months. For  one  thing L o r d  and Wood were still 



on their travels: Wood was in t h e  Pamirs seeking t h e  source o f  
the Oxus in the d e p t h  o f  w i n t e r  a f t e r  s tumbl ing across t h e  s i te  
of Ay Khanum; he  was to ld  t h a t  a n  ancient  c i t y  once stood t he re  
and was impressed b y  i t s  f i n e  s i tuat ion,  as well  h e  m igh t  be, 
but naturally he had n o  inkling o f  t h e  remarkable archaeological 
riches which were t o  b e  uncovered by t h e  F rench  in 196519: For  
another, Burnes was hop ing  against  hope t ha t  some event  wou ld  
cause Lord Auck land t o  change h i s  mind. Eventua l ly ,  o n  21  
April, Dost Mahomed Khan sent  pub l i c l y  f o r  Vektavich.  O n  26 
April, Burnes wi thdrew f rom Kabu l  a t  v e r y  s h o r t  not ice  w i thou t  
waiting for  h is  two companions who were  now o n  t h e  road south 
to join him. Charles Masson was who l l y  unprepared  f o r  so a b r u p t  
a departure; three o f  h i s  se rvan ts  were in t h e  Kohis tan and, 
unable to have h is  e f fec ts  packed, h e  was compelled t o  d i s t r i b u t e  
more than ha l f  o f  them t o  h i s  neighbours.  Burnes  camped 
overnight at B h u t  Khak  where  Masson joined him. T h e  n e x t  
morning Mirza Sami Khan  v i s i t ed  the  camp t o  ask i f  i t  were 
possible to renew negotiat ions, but was to ld  it was not. He was 
surprised to  learn t ha t  Masson too was go ing  and t r i e d  to 
dissuade him saying t ha t  t h e r e  was n o  occasion f o r  him to  leave, 
that no one was a n g r y  w i t h  him, t ha t  he  had l i ved  many years 
with them i n  cred i t ,  and  t h a t  no th i ng  cou ld  happen t o  lessen him 
in their estimation, and  so fo r th .  Masson, however, real ised tha t  
things could never  b e  t h e  same again, under l i ned  perhaps b y  
Yet another a t tack o n  h i s  house b y  a gang  a few days 
Previously. As they  mounted t h e i r  horses, Burnes  said; 'Your  
leaving them, Masson, i s  ' I the unk indes t  cu t  o f  all" '. Masson 
continues: 'Thus closed a mission, one o f  t he  most ex t rao rd ina ry  
ever sent f o r t h  b y  a government,  whether  as t o  the  s ingu lar  
manner in which i t  was conducted,  o r  as t o  the  resu l ts .  The re  
was undoubtedly g rea t  blame o n  al l  sides. The  government had 

no ins t ruc t ions,  apparen t l y  con f id ing  in the  d iscre t ion 
a man who had none . . . Dost Mahomed Khan and  h is  f r iends 

were, I th ink ,  most t o  b e  p i t ied.  They  had, indeed, shown the  
foot, but i t  was t h e  general  op in ion in Kabul, and was 

mine, that had they been p rope r l y  t reated,  t hey  would have 
done as much as could have been hoped f rom them1": 



CHAPTER X V :  LORD AUCKLAND DECLARES WAR 

There is no such thing as a l i t t l e  war for a 
great nation. 

Duke o f  Wellington 

T h e  r e t i r i n g  mission took t h e  road  t o  Jalalabad, thence 1 
d ropped  down t h e  Kabu l  r i v e r  o n  f loats t o  the plain o f ,  
Peshawar. L o r d  and  Wood jo ined them some twelve days later. 1 
With t h e  mission a t  a n  end, Masson's f u t u r e  was f a r  from certain 
and  h i s  o l d  d i s l i ke  o f  government  serv ice reasserted itself. 
A l ready a t  t h e  t ime o f  Burnes 's  a r r i v a l  in Kabul  he had told him 
tha t  he  fe l t  t he re  was n o  longer  occasion f o r  him to  continue in1 
hopeless and  unprof i tab le  employment. Thereupon  Burnes paid a / 
warm t r i b u t e  t o  Masson in a l e t t e r  t o  Macnaghten 
October, 1837: . . . 'I feel it a duty incumbent o n  me to report, 

de r i ved  from M r  Masson, n o t  o n l y  s ince my  a r r i va l  

dated 'I fo r  t h e  i nformat ion o f  t h e  R i g h t  Honourable t h e  Governor-General 
in Counci l ,  t h e  g rea t  a i d  and  cord ia l  assistance which I have1 

from h i s  constant  correspondence s ince I lef t  Bombay. I f  I shall 
be  for tunate enough t o  mer i t  t h e  approbat ion o f  h is  lordship in1 
counci l ,  fo r  what may be  accomplished here, I feel that  I shall; 
owe much t o  M r  Masson, whose high l i t e r a r y  attainments, long 
residence in t h i s  coun t r y ,  and  accurate knowledge o f  people and 
events,  a f ford  me, a t  e v e r y  step, t h e  means o f  coming to a 
judgment more cor rec t  than,  in a n  a b r u p t  t rans i t ion to  Cabool, 

I I cou ld  have poss ib ly  formed. I discharge,  therefore,  a pleasing, 
task,  in acknowledging t h e  assistance which I receive from Mrl 
Masson . . . I  

In a despatch t o  Wade, Macnaghten conveyed the( 
Governor-General 's high sense o f  Masson's ' fa i th fu l  and valuable 
services. '  These acknowledgements o f  h i s  work  and a sense of 
d u t y  towards t he  mission suf f iced t o  shelve t he  question of his 

I 
resignation. Masson now raised t h e  mat ter  again w i t h  Burnes who 
u r g e d  him to  s tay  a t  Peshawar whi le h e  represented his caseto 
t h e  Governor-General  a t  Simla. He agreed t o  remain because he 
had no wish t o  see any  government off icials in view of his poor/ 
opin ion o f  them: 'I had  determined o n  t h e  course to  adopt! 
simply t ha t  o f  advanc ing no  pretens ions,  but i f  s t i l l  neglected. 
and kep t  in a posi t ion where  I cou ld  no t  b e  useful,  to clear 

I 
myself from embarrassment b y  quitting a serv ice which had long, 
been disagreeable t o  me, and which I felt to  be  dishonourabie1 
besides I 9 q  



The pace o f  events  was qu icken ing .  Towards  t h e  end  o f  
May Burnes received o rde rs  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Macnaghten who was 
leading a mission t o  Ran j i t  S ingh.  Writing f rom Rawalpindi  e n  
route on 4 June, Burnes  said t h a t  Co l v i n  had  expressed t he  
Governor-General's wish t h a t  ' you  w i l l  now app l y  yourse l f  t o  t h e  
fulfilment of any new p a r t  t ha t  may be  assigned t o  y o u  w i t h  t he  
same assiduity and a rden t  zeal wh i ch  y o u  have  always manifested 
in the discharge o f  pub l i c  d u t y  . . . M y  inference from a l l  t h i s  
i s  that Shah Sooja i s  immediately t o  b e  put forward. '  T h i s  was 
indeed the case. Two days  p rev ious ly ,  Bu rnes  had  forwarded a 
letter from Macnaghten t o  Masson dated 23 May, wh ich  read :  
'You w i l l  have heard t h a t  I am proceeding o n  a mission t o  
Ranjeet Singh: and as a t  my  in te rv iew w i t h  h i s  Highness it is  
probable that  the  quest ion o f  h i s  re lat ions w i t h  t h e  Afghans w i l l  
come on the tapis,  I arn na tu ra l l y  des i rous o f  ob ta in ing  t he  
opinion o f  the  best- informed men w i t h  respect  t o  them. Would 
you oblige me, therefore, b y  s ta t ing  what  means o f  counteract ion 
to the policy o f  Dost Mahomet Khan  y o u  would recommend for 
adoption, and whether y o u  think t h a t  t he  S ikhs,  u s i n g  a n y  ( a n d  
what?) instruments o f  A fghan  agency, cou ld  establ ish themselves 
in Cabool. . , ' Mcnaghten sent  a n  ident ica l  l e t te r  t o  Burnes .  

I n  reply,  Masson 'deprecated t he  ex t ravagan t  not ion o f  
establishing the S ikhs  in Kabul ,  and  as t h e  lesser ev i l  
recommended the  establ ishment o f  Shah Sujah a1 Mulkh,  aware 
that the government h a d  determined upon  act ion o f  some kind, 
and never dreaming t ha t  a n  army o f  twen ty  thousand men was to  
be employed t o  effect a n  object  which cou ld  have  been read i l y  
accomplished wi thout  a B r i t i s h  sold ier ,  s imply b y  sending t he  
Shah to Peshawar unde r  a p r o p e r  unders tand ing  w i t h  t he  
Maharaja l o o .  In say ing th is ,  Masson i s  repeat ing a remark he 
made some three years  p rev ious ly  in a l e t t e r  t o  Wade da ted  20 
March, 1835, r e f e r r i n g  t o  Shah Shuja's campaign o f  1833-4: 'In 
the Present state o f  Cent ra l  Asia Afghanis tan i s  t h e  na tu ra l  a l l y  

the B r i t i sh  Government o f  I nd ia  . . . Shah Sujah's cause was 
a popular one t hough  h e  would  have been successful had  a 

single B r i t i sh  of f icer  accompanied him, not  as an  a l ly  o r  
assistant, b u t  as a mere repo r te r  o f  proceedings'  lo'. 

Wade had resur rec ted  t h i s  1835 op in ion in a l e t t e r  t o  
Macnaghten o f  1 January ,  1838, as p a r t  o f  h i s  pers is tent  e f for ts  
in support o f  Shah Shuja. In t h e  same le t te r ,  Wade no t  on ly  
played down a repor t  o f  Burnes  which spoke warmly o f  the Amir  
- as he d i d  th roughou t  t he  w in te r  in h is  coverers  to  the 

f rom Kabu l  - but also b r o u g h t  i n t o  t he  open the  
of  res to r ing  t he  ex -k i ng  t o  h i s  throne,  th i s  time w i t h  

Overt B r i t i sh  help. T o  Masson's annoyance, it was t h i s  ear l ie r  
remark of  h is that  S i r  John  Hobhouse, t h e  former  President of  
the Board o f  Control ,  misused in a speech t o  t he  House o f  
Commons o n  2 3  June, 1842. T h e  po in t  Masson was t r y i n g  t o  make 



was t ha t  t he  ex - k i ng  should  no t  appear t o  h i s  people as 
obv ious ly  dependent o n  B r i t i s h  bayonets in quan t i t y .  'It was the 
general  op in ion in Kabul1, h e  says, ' t ha t  if a single British 
o f f icer  had accompanied t h e  Shah in 1834, t ha t  he  would have 
been successful  - a n d  I cou ld  unders tand  t ha t  the re  was truth 
in it. A single B r i t i s h  o f f i ce r  m igh t  have  done as much in 1838; 
and I quest ion whether,  i f  S i r  A lexander  Burnes had been 
en t rus ted  w i t h  t h e  Shah's restorat ion,  he  would have been 
accompanied w i t h  more t h a n  t he  regiment o r  two which he 
considered necessary; but when M r  Secretary  Macnaghten became 
insp i red  b y  the  des i re  t o  acqu i re  renown and  t o  luxuriate in 
Kabul ,  t h e  extens ive armament was decided upon, which was 
u t t e r l y  unnecessary,  and  which has conduced t o  the subsequent 
mischief as much as t he  incapac i ty  o f  those d i rec t ing  i t  - for in 
t he  hands o f  ab ler  men it m igh t  have also p roved  a fatal 
exper iment . . . T h e r e  was n o  reason t ha t  the  exi led prince 
should have lost  h i s  reputat ion.  A s ing le  B r i t i s h  of f icer ,  or  even 
a regiment o r  two  migh t  no t  have  i n j u red  it. T h e  envoy and 
min is ter  and h i s  host  r u i ned  it. T h e  Afghans had  n o  objections 
t o  t he  match, t hey  d is l i ked  t h e  manner o f  wooing' 'O.? 

In h i s  r ep l y  dated 2 June, 1838 t o  Macnaghten's letter of 23 
May, Burnes  too said t ha t  Shah Shuja could easily recover his 
k ingdom; w i t h  o v e r t  B r i t i s h  suppor t ,  substant ia l  funds with 
which t o  a t t r ac t  men t o  h is  s tandard  and  one o r  two Brit ish 
regiments as a s t i f fener ,  Shah Shuja would b e  able t o  take and 
keep h is  throne.  Nevertheless, in the  same le t ter ,  Burnes made 
a f inal  at tempt t o  persuade h i s  government o f  the  merits of Dost 
Mahomed Khan and  o f  h i s  fundamental p ro -B r i t i sh  bias, saying 
t ha t  t he  Amir  was a man o f  undoub ted  ab i l i t y ,  and  had at heart 
high opinions o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  nation. The re  was much to  be said 
for him; a t  best  he had  a choice o f  d i f f i cu l t ies  and  'we promised 
noth ing,  and  Persia and  Russia he ld  ou t  a g rea t  deal . . .' 

The  choice o f  Shah Shuja as a sui table instrument to 
re -un i te  t h e  t h ree  p a r t s  o f  Afghanis tan and  to  provide a 
p ro -B r i t i sh  b a r r i e r  against  the  des igns o f  Russia and Persia was 
a cur ious one. I t  i s  t r u e  t ha t  h e  was t h e  legitimate claimant to 
t he  t h rone  and had always had some suppo r t  in Afghanistan. He 
had. however, been an  ex i le  fo r  30 years and had a long record 
o f  fai lures. He was in te l l igent  but, l i k e  Char les I I, he  never said a 
foolish thing and never  did a wise one. Alexander Burnes had 
met the  ex-monarch a t  Ludhiana in 1832 and  had not  been 
impressed: 'From what I learn, I d o  no t  bel ieve that  the Shah 
Possesses suf f ic ient  energy  t o  seat himself o n  the  throne 
Cab001 and tha t  i f  he  did regain  it, he  has no t  the tact to 
d ischarge the  dut ies  o f  so d i f f i cu l t  a s i tuat ion'  ''". Since then# 
Shah Shuja had again shown a t  Kandahar t he  i r reso lu t ion that 
had cost him ear l ier  bat t les.  Even as a fug i t i ve  a f t e r  that  battle* 
h is  exalted notions o f  regal  d i g n i t y  had caused a n  u g l y  incident 



with the Amirs o f  Sind.  Wade's p a r t  in putting fo rward  Shah 
Shuja has been touched on. Masson had  backed Dost Mahomed 
Khan unti l  d is i l lus ioned by t h e  la t ter 's  unwi l l ingness t o  
compromise over Peshawar. Bu rnes  had  n o  doub t  t ha t  t he  Amir  
was much the abler  man f o r  t h e  task  in hand. Yet  b o t h  men now 
thought that Shah Shuja cou ld  b e  successful; it was a g r a v e  
blunder. Historians have c r i t i c i sed  Bu rnes  f o r  t r imming  h i s  sails 
to please his seniors, but he h a d  t r i e d  up t o  t h e  last  moment t o  
support the Amir  as h i s  l e t t e r  o f  2nd June  t o  Macnaghten shows. 

Lord Auckland was h a p p y  t o  lea rn  o f  t he  sanguine view o f  
Shah Shuja's prospects he ld  by two  o f  t h e  'best- informed men', 
fresh from Kabul  i tse l f ,  t hough  h e  was puzzled by t h e i r  bel ief  in 
a small force, and s t i l l  uncer ta in  about  t he  degree o f  Shah 
Shuja's popular i ty  in Afghanis tan.  However, b y  t h e n  he  was 
about to cast h i s  hab i tua l  caut ion aside and  adopt Macnaghten's 
new expansive po l icy  o f  reach ing  o u t  t o  t h e  H i n d u  K u s h  in a n  
effort to create a f i rm  b a r r i e r  against  Persian and Russian 
ambitions. A f t e r  pro longed negot iat ions between Macnaghten and  
Ranjit Singh, a T r i p a r t i t e  T r e a t y  designed t o  res to re  Shah Shuja 
to the throne o f  Kabu l  was concluded in late J u l y  between t he  
British, the Sikhs,  and  Shah Shuja, ac tua l ly  a n  extended 
version of the t r ea t y  o f  1833 between t h e  two last-named. 

It was o r ig ina l l y  in tended  t ha t  t he  S ikhs  should  p rov ide  t he  
troops in conjunct ion w i t h  a fo rce  to  b e  rec ru i t ed  b y  Shah 
Shuja, w i th  the Government o f  l nd ia  p r o v i d i n g  f inancial  suppor t  
and some of f icers.  B y  s i t t i n g  tight, Ranj i t  S i ngh  forced the  
Brit ish to  commit t h e i r  o w n  t roops  o r  see t h e  en te rp r i se  fail. A n  
army was assembled cons is t ing  o f  a Bengal  force and  a column 
from Bombay, wh ich  would  effect a junc t ion  at  Sh i ka rpu r .  T h e  
combined forces amounted t o  2 1,000 i nc l ud ing  Shah Shuja's 
contingent o f  6,000, a n d  was named t h e  A rmy  o f  t h e  Indus .  

For months past  Herat  had  managed w i t h  g rea t  d i f f i cu l t y  t o  
keep the besieging Persians a t  bay .  John McNeil l  had set ou t  for  
the Shah's camp ou ts ide  t h e  wal ls  in March,  1838, a r r i v i n g  in 

but ,  unable t o  persuade  the  Shah t o  lift t h e  siege O r  t o  
give satisfaction for i nsu l t s  o f fered t o  h i s  confidential  
messengers, had depar ted  for  t he  T u r k i s h  bo rde r  w i t h  a view to  
breaking o f f  diplomatic relat ions. Meanwhile, in response t o  

from McNeil l  t o  bring p ressu re  t o  bear o n  the Shah, the 
C o v e r n ~ r - ~ e n e r a l  had  in May sent a small m i l i t a ry  expedi t ion 

Bombay t o  the  is land o f  K h a r g  in the  Gul f .  Then  o n  2 4  
June, a major Persian assault on Herat  fai led which dealt a 
serious blow t o  t h e  p res t i ge  o f  t h e  Persian monarch and 

Simonich who had followed McNeill t he re  and  had  g i ven  
encouragement t o  t he  Shah t o  pers is t .  The  Persian army 

Was i n  v e r y  poor condi t ion,  yet  t he  siege d ragged  o n  until a n  
ultimatum from McNeil l  de l ivered b y  Colonel Stoddar t  saved the  



Shah's face su f f i c i en t l y  t o  enable him t o  ra ise the  siege on 9 
September. 

O n  1 October,  1838, t h e  Governor-General  issued the Simla 
Manifesto o v e r  t h e  s i gna tu re  o f  Macnaghten, announcing the 
invas ion  o f  Afghanistan.  I t  jus t i f i ed  t h e  decis ion t o  restore Shah 
Shuja o n  t h e  g rounds  t ha t  t h e  in te res ts  o f  the  Indian Empire 
r equ i red  a f r i end l y  a l l y  o n  h e r  Western f r on t i e r ,  instead of a 
host i le  ch ie f  who had  shown 'subservience t o  a foreign power' 
and  had sought  t o  'promote schemes o f  conquest and 
aggrandizement' .  For  propaganda purposes Dost Mahorned Khan 
was t h u s  made t o  appear  t h e  v i l la in .  A few days later the news 
from Herat  reached t h e  Governor-General .  Yet  the invasion plan 
was not  cancel led as many c r i t i cs ,  i nc l ud ing  Kaye and Masson, 
have  t hough t  it should  have  been, because t o  Auckland i ts  main 
purpose  was not  t o  re l ieve  Hera t  but t o  remove the Amir. 
Auck land  pub l i shed  h i s  decis ion t o  persevere w i t h  the operation 
o n  8 November. 

Char les Masson spent  t h e  ho t  and  ra i ny  seasons at 
Peshawar in a bad  state o f  hea l th  wa i t i ng  t o  hear what his next 
employment m igh t  be. Bu rnes  had  spoken t o  Auckland at Simla 
about  Masson's a f f a i r s  and  had  also ra ised h is  claims to 
assistant 's allowances during t h e  Kabu l  mission: 'His lordship 
admit ted t hey  were va l id ,  but said t h e  benef i t  had better be 
prospect ive. '  W i t h  t h i s  le t te r ,  Bu rnes  enclosed a note f r ~ m  
Co lv in  t o  h imsel f  wh ich  Masson quotes:  'You may wr i te  to Mr 
Masson t o  say t ha t  L o r d  Auck land  i s  real ly sensible of his 
mer i ts ,  and  would  w ish  t o  consu l t  h i s  convenience and feelings 
as much as he w i t h  p r o p r i e t y  can. While t he  present  cr is is lasts, 
h i s  serv ices a r e  too valuable t o  h i s  c o u n t r y  t o  admit of h is being 
detached t o  a distance. He w i l l  remain, probably ,  so long as the 
ra ins  last  a t  Peshawar, but when t he  Shah [Shuja ]  proceeds in 
force towards S h i k a r p u r  h e  w i l l  have  t o  move down to  that 
q u a r t e r  t o  jo in t he  p r i nc i pa l  of f icer  employed. When the object of 
t h e  expedi t ion shal l  have  been at ta ined,  L o r d  Auckland w i l l  
g lad ly  consider what arrangements can  b e  made so as best to 
meet h i s  views.' Masson accepted t h i s  arrangement only to find 
t ha t  Macnaghten had chosen t o  cancel it. 'I now fe l t  privileged 
t o  follow my  own incl inat ions;  I, therefore,  awaited the ar r iva l  of 
D r  L o r d  [ h i s  appointed successor]  and  did assist him as far as 
informat ion and  counsel cou ld  assist such  a man - and then 
forwarded my res ignat ion t o  government,  in a manner that if 
m igh t  b e  known  I was in earnest. Released from the thraldom in 
which I had  been k e p t  s ince 1835,  1 t h e n  made a n  excursion to 
Shah Baz Ghar i  in the  Yusef Zai d is t r i c ts ,  t o  recover some 
[ Kharoshth i  1 i nsc r ip t ions  o n  a rock  there* ,  and  was successful, 

1204  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  b o t h  copies and  impressions o n  calico . . . 
* An Ashoka rock edict.  His copy was for many years the best available 

to scholars. 



From Peshawar h e  p roceeded  t o  F e r o z p u r ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
military base o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  f r o n t i e r ,  w h e r e  h e  had  t h e  
satisfaction t o  b e  aga in  amongst  h i s  c o u n t r y m e n .  He dec l ined t o  
see any o f  t h e  Po l i t i ca ls  ' f o r  I was a b u n d a n t l y  s u r f e i t e d  w i t h  
them.' Fe rozpur  was t h e  scene o f  g r e a t  a c t i v i t y .  T h e  
Governor-General w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r s  a n d  s u i t e  was p a y i n g  a s ta te  
visit to  Ranj i t  S i n g h  w h i c h  l as ted  some t e n  d a y s  amid much  pomp 
and ceremony. T h e  Benga l  co lumn h a d  g a t h e r e d  t h e r e  a n d  t h e  
Maharaja had  b r o u g h t  some n i n e  t h o u s a n d  o f  h i s  S i k h s .  Each 
leader rev iewed t h e  o t h e r ' s  t r o o p s  a n d  t h e  Benga l  f o r c e  marched 
off to  Bahawalpur  a n d  S i n d  o n  1 0  December. T h e  
Commander-in-Chief, S i r  H e n r y  Fane, w h o  was o n  h i s  way t o  
Bombay and Eng land  o n  r e t i r e m e n t ,  sa i led  d o w n  t h e  r i v e r  w i t h  a 
fleet o f  boats k e e p i n g  pace  w i t h  t h e  A r m y ' s  march.  Masson wen t  
with him. When t h e  f l o t i l l a  reached  t h e  f r o n t i e r  o f  S i n d  h e  saw 
Lieut. Colonel S i r  A l e x a n d e r  B u r n e s ,  as  h e  h a d  now become: 'He 
informed me t h a t  M r  C o l v i n  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  h i m  a t  L o r d  
Auckland's request ,  t o  u s e  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  me t o  remain  in 
the service, a n d  t o  o f f e r  me m y  o w n  te rms.  M r  Co lv in ' s  l e t t e r  
had been sent  t o  S i r  J o h n  Keane [commander - in -Ch ie f ,  Bombay] ,  
therefore I did n o t  see it . . . We h a d  also much  d i scou rse  o n  
the state o f  a f fa i rs .  I h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  l e a r n e d  from D r  L o r d  a 
strange account o f  t h e  mode in w h i c h  t h e  amiable L o r d  A u c k l a n d  
had been d r i v e n  i n t o  measures w h i c h  h i s  b e t t e r  judgement  
disapproved, a n d  how h e  was o b l i g e d  t o  y i e l d  t o  t h e  assaul ts  o f  
certain females, a ides-de-camp a n d  secretar ies;  a n d  now I 
questioned S i r  A l e x a n d e r  o n  t h e  p a r t  h e  h a d  taken,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
as regarded t h e  useless exped i t i on .  He r e p l i e d  t h a t  it was 
arranged be fo re  h e  reached  Simla, a n d  that w h e n  h e  a r r i v e d  
Torrens a n d  C o l v i n  came running t o  h i m  a n d  p r a y e d  h i m  t o  say 
nothing t o  unse t t l e  h i s  l o r d s h i p ;  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  in 
the wor ld t o  ge t  h i m  i n t o  t h e  bus iness ,  a n d  t h a t  e v e n  now h e  

1 205  would be  q lad  o f  a n y  p r e t e n c e  t o  r e t i r e  f rom it . . . 
S t rong  con t rove rs ies  h a v e  a r i s e n  among h i s t o r i a n s  o v e r  

these few sentences, r a i s i n g  as  t h e y  d o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
a t t r ibu t ing  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  t h e  dec is ion  t o  g o  t o  w a r ;  a n d  
reflecting o n  A u c k l a n d  a n d  h i s  s i s t e r s  Emi ly  a n d  F a n n y  Eden,  O n  

the two secretar ies,  o n  B u r n e s ,  a n d  o n  Masson f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  
temerity t o  print B u r n e s ' s  a n d  L o r d ' s  s to r ies .  C ~ n t e m p o r a r y  
historians, no tab l y  Kaye,  u n d e r  t h e  immediate in f luence o f  t h e  
disastrous outcome o f  t h e  Governor -Genera l ' s  po l i cy ,  b r o a d l y  

t h e  s to r i es  o f  L o r d  a n d  B u r n e s  as re la ted  b y  Masson. 
Some modern w r i t e r s  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  was some t r u t h  in 
them1 though  exempt ing  t h e  E d e n  s i s t e r s  f rom t h e  impu ta t i on  o f  
exer t ing i n f l uence  o n  t h e i r  b r o t h e r .  0 t  h e r s  h a v e  s h a r p l y  
criticised Masson, s a y i n g  f o r  example t h a t  h e  'has done  g r e a t  
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damage t o  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  b e t t e r  men . 

F u r t h e r  d o w n  r i v e r  a t  B a k k a r ,  Masson ' learned from S i r  



Alexander  Burnes,  t h a t  M r  Macnaghten, who had reached j 
Sh ika rpu r ,  finding himself en t i r e l y  a t  fault ,  had wr i t ten  to him 
to  send me o v e r  d i r ec t l y .  S i r  A lexander  spared me any trouble I 
o n  t h i s  occasion, f o r  he  answered t h e  envoy and  minister, and I 
w i thou t  my knowledge. T h e r e  were  sad squabbles here between I 

these two  lead ing pol i t icals,  a n d  I was v e r y  well pleased to have , 
1 207 no th ing  t o  d o  w i t h  e i t he r  o f  them . Tnese squabbles were to 

i n t ens i f y  in Kabu l  during t h e  occupat ion a n d  Burnes was to i 
c r i t i c i se  h i s  chief  sha rp l y  in h i s  p r i v a t e  correspondence. As for 
h a v i n g  n o t h i n g  more t o  do w i t h  Macnaghten o r  o ther  politicals, 1 
Masson was t o  find a t  Ka la t  t ha t  he  had  been over-optimistic. In 1 
t h e  meantime, h e  con t inued  down t h e  l ndus  t o  Hyderabad where 
for  t h e  f i r s t  t ime h e  b r i e f l y  met h i s  pat ron,  Colonel Pottinger. 1 
now t h e  Resident in Sind.  He went o n  t o  Karach i  w i t h  S i r  Henry 
Fane and  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  T a t t a  t o  s tay  w i t h  Pottinger. He 
wished t o  r e t u r n  t o  Kabu l  t o  write, but fell ill a t  Bakkar  and was I I 
ob l iged  t o  go  back t o  Karach i  where h e  spent  the cold season of 
1839 w r i t i n g  h i s  book a n d  h i s  Memoir f o r  Ar iana  Ant iqua.  ( 
Po t t i nger  took t h e  manuscr ip ts  w i t h  h im when he went on leave 
in 1840 and  o f f e red  t h e  book t o  John  M u r r a y  who refused to ( 
pub l i sh  it because o f  i t s  intemperate cr i t i c isms of leading 
personal i t ies in India.  

Masson's d i r e c t  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in the  events  leading up to the 
Anglo-Afghan War ended when h e  p a r t e d  from Burnes on the I 
Indus .  He was l i v i n g  in S i n d  during the  actual campaign and 1 
a l though  he go t  caught  up in t h e  revo l t  in Baluchistan, he had 
sai led f o r  England before t h e  collapse o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  occupation 
and  t h e  re t rea t  f rom Kabul  took place. Nevertheless one point 
should  be made. Masson's b i t t e r  remark about convu ls ing Central 
Asia, deposing a n d  se t t i ng  up o f  k ings ,  lav ish ing  treasure. and 
committ ing a long  t r a i n  o f  cr imes and  follies, p rev ious ly  quoted, 

i 
I 

and  h i s  lament f o r  o u r  loss o f  goodwi l l  a n d  prest ige,  were even ) 
be t t e r  founded t h a n  he  cou ld  have  imagined. The  First 
Anglo-Afghan War was t he  f i r s t  of  Queen Victor ia 's ' l i t t l e  wars' in I 
remote places. but un l i ke  most o f  t he  o the rs  it was b y  no means I 
o f  p u r e l y  local consequence. O n  t h e  con t ra r y ,  i t  cast long 
shadows for  more t h a n  a c e n t u r y .  In Ind ia ,  the  to ta l  destruction I ' 
o f  a B r i t i s h  army shook be l ie f  in B r i t i s h  supremacy. Men 
remembered Kabul ;  t h e y  knew now tha t  the  Company d i d  not I 
always get  i t s  way. I t s  s t a r  had fallen. It was no  longer 
inv inc ib le  ' 0 8 .  In th i s  manner t he  's ignal  catastrophy' ,  despite I 
General Pollock's successful campaign o f  r e t r i bu t i on  in 18421 1 
he lped t o  create a climate o f  op in ion wh ich  led to  the  Indian 
Mut iny .  I t  i s  s ign i f icant  in t h i s  connexion tha t  23  o f  the z4 1 

Bengal Nat ive I n f a n t r y  and  Cava l ry  regiments which had served 
in Afghanistan e i the r  mut in ied o r  were disbanded in 1857. In 
passing, i t  i s  wel l  to remember tha t  Ddst  Mahomed Khan, in spite 
o f  hav ing  been deposed and ex i led and  f ina l ly  allowed t o  return 



to his own bat tered coun t r y ,  r e f r a i ned  f rom t a k i n g  advantage o f  
the Mutiny a l though pressed t o  do so b y  g r o u p s  ben t  o n  
revenge. Had he  encouraged h i s  t r ibesmen t o  p o u r  in to  t he  
Punjab, the outcome migh t  have been v e r y  d i f fe ren t .  T h e  r ipp les  
of the retreat  spread across Cen t ra l  As ia :  when t h e  Ami r  o f  
Bokhara heard t he  news h e  n o  longer fe l t  any  cons t ra in t  and  
promptly executed h i s  pr isoners ,  Colonel S toddar t  and  Captain 
Conol l y  . 

The damage caused by t h e  f i r s t  A fghan  War was f u r t h e r  
aggravated b y  t he  Second A f g h a n  War o f  1878-80 and  
kept alive b y  t h e  b r i e f  T h i r d  War o f  1918 ( i n  which, however, 
the Afghans were t h e  aggressors) ,  w i t h  t h e  resu l t  tha t  the  
Afghans regarded B r i t a i n  as Publ ic  Enemy No. 1 until as 
recently as 1963. One o f  my predecessors, S i r  K e r r  
Fraser-Tytler who served  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  Legat ion from 1922-41 
writes: 'Nearly a h u n d r e d  years  a f t e r  t he  Burnes  Mission, we 
who took up the  task o f  B r i t i s h  representat ion in Kabu l  a f te r  the 
First World War real ised how much had  t o  b e  l i ved  down, and 
how great must b e  t h e  pat ience and t he  forbearance of  the  
Brit ish envoy and h i s  Government i f  o u r  mission was not  t o  

I 209 k follow in the footsteps o f  Bu rnes  a n d  even perhaps Cavagnar i  . 
After the Second World War, during which t h e  Government 
of India had gone t o  considerable lengths t o  supp l y  Afghanistan 
with scarce tex t i les  and  food, it was s t i l l  on l y  in exceptional 
cases that  Br i tons,  even when employed b y  Uni ted Nations' 
Agencies, were permi t ted t o  wo rk  in Afghanistan.  A n  esoteric 
side-effect, but o f  importance t o  B r i t i s h  archaeology and  
specifically t o  t he  Society fo r  Afghan Studies, was tha t  whereas 
in 1922 France negotiated a cu l t u ra l  agreement which included 
Permission to  excavate ( a n d  did so w i t h  g rea t  ef fect  until the  
communist revo lu t ion  in 1979), t h e  Uni ted Kingdom failed t o  
obtain an archaeological cont ract  until 1974. W i t h  t he  fall of  the  
Prime Minister, P r ince  Daoud, in 1963 a marked change took 
place. Social i n te rcourse  became normal and  Afghans from al l  
walks o f  l i fe  were a t  last able and  w i l l i ng  t o  accept hosp i ta l i ty  a t  
the Br i t ish  Embassy. It had  taken  a long  t ime t o  achieve; i t  
hardly outlasted t h e  coup d'efo t  of  1973 and  t he  re-emergence o f  
Daoud, th is  time as President o f  t h e  Republ ic  of  Afghanistan. I 
consider myself fo r tuna te  t o  have served in Kabul  during p a r t  of 
that happy decade when off icial  and  p r i va te  sentiment was 
favourable and secur i t y  o f  t rave l  t h rough  the dramatic Afghan 
landscape was v i r t ua l l y  absolute. 

* Sir Louis Cavagnari with his entire mission was massacred in  1879, after 
a few weeks as envoy during the Second Afghan War. 



CHAPTER X V I  : T H E  'POLIT ICALS '  

He [Macnaghten] is . . . clever and pleasant, 
speaks Persian more f luently than English; 
Arabic better than Persian; bu t ,  for familiar 
conversation, rather  prefers Sanscrit . 

Emily Eden U p  the  Country 

Char les  Masson's d is i l lus ionment  w i t h  t h e  Pol i t ical  officers 
w i t h  whom h e  h a d  h a d  o f f i c i a l  dea l i ngs  has  been touched on; 
worse was t o  come. So d i r e  a n  e f f e c t  did h i s  l a te r  encounters 
w i t h  Macnaghten a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  o n  h i s  personal i ty  and 
r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  necessary  t o  cons ide r  t h e  'Pol i t icals '  in more 
deta i l .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  were  ambi t ious y o u n g  a r m y  o f f i ce rs  who had 
shown a n  a p t i t u d e  f o r  languages in genera l  a n d  Persian in 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n d  who p r e f e r r e d  d e s k  w o r k  t o  regimental  duties, 
no t  least because t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  p romot ion  were  much greater. 
T h e  asp i ran t  o f f i c e r s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a few c i v i l  servants  were 
o f fe red posts  u n d e r  t h e  Secre t  a n d  Pol i t ica l  Department  of the 
Secre tar ia t .  Some were  e v e n t u a l l y  pos ted  t o  Persia, t h e  Gul f  and 
I r a q  as E n v o y s  a n d  Residents.  In Ind ia ,  as r e d  colour stole 
s tead i ly  across t h e  map, so  more  pos ts  were  c rea ted  in t h e  newly 
annexed o r  c o n t r o l l e d  states, in o r d e r  t o  conduc t  re lat ions with 
t h e  r e i g n i n g  p r i n c e s  o r  chiefs a n d  t o  col lect  in te l l igence.  Entit ies 
s u c h  as t h e  S i k h  k ingdom a n d  S i n d  w h i c h  were  s t i l l  independent 
re fused t o  h a v e  res iden t  B r i t i s h  of f ic ia ls ,  so d ip lomat ic  relations 
w i t h  Lahore  a n d  H y d e r a b a d  h a d  t o  b e  conduc ted  f rom a distance, 
in Masson's t ime b y  Cap ta in  Wade a t  Ludh iana  and Colonel 
P o t t i n g e r  in Cu tch .  These a n d  o t h e r  Pol i t ica l  o f f i ce rs  stationed 
o n  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a ,  o f  whom Wade was t h e n  the 
most impor tan t ,  exe rc i sed  v e r y  cons iderab le  i n f l uence  o n  Br i t i sh  
I n d i a n  s t ra teg ic  t h i n k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  v i r t u a l  monopoly of 
in format ion  a n d  t h e  use  t h e y  made o f  it. I t  was t h e y  who became 
t h e  main p r o v i d e r s  o f  in te l l igence,  recomrnenda t ions and strategic 
theor ies  t o  t h e  Supreme Government  2 ' r  

William H a y  Macnaghten was in charge  o f  t h e  Secret and 
Pol i t ical  Depar tment  f rom 1833- 1837 a n d  accompanied Auck land on 
h i s  ex tens ive  t o u r  o f  I n d i a  in 1837-1838 as h i s  ch ie f  adviser .  As 
a Young man h e  h a d  ga ined t h e  h ighes t  a t ta inab le  d is t inc t ion  in 
e v e r y  Eas te rn  language t a u g h t  a t  t h e  Col lege o f  F o r t  William, 
Ca lcu t ta :  H indus tan i ,  Pers ian,  Tami l ,  T e l u g u  etc. etc. 
Un fo r tuna te l y ,  high l i n g u i s t i c  ab i l i t ies  a r e  n o t  always combined 
w i t h  o t h e r  qua l i t ies  such  as sound  judgement a n d  robus t  common 
sense. He was essent ia l ly  a b u r e a u c r a t  a n d  was no t  a good judge 
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o f  men. In Kabul  he p roved  t o  be  too impulsive, too 
self-confident and incurab ly  opt imist ic:  f o r  instance, his 
repeated claims tha t  t h e  c o u n t r y  was qu ie t  from Dan to 
Beersheba were groundless.  He was also ambitious; Masson says 
t ha t  he volunteered for  t h e  post  o f  Envoy  a n d  Minister ,  but  he 
seems t o  have heard t h i s  f rom Burnes. Macnaghten was in fact 
chosen b y  L o r d  Auck land  t h o u g h  h e  undoubted ly  welcomed it as 
a stepping-stone to  a Governorsh ip  which indeed he  was offered, 
but too late. Before he could  leave Kabul  t o  take up his 
appointment as Governor  o f  Bombay, t h e  A fghan revol t  had 
b roken  o u t  and  he  was murdered  soon a f te r .  

In a notewor thy passage, Percival  Spear wr i tes that one 
consideration, f requent l y  fo rgo t ten  by the  framers o f  policy, 
should  always be remembered: 'Th is  was t h e  feelings of the 
Afghans themselves. T h r o u g h  a l l  t h e i r  turbu lence and feuds 
there  shone one passion above al l  o thers  - an  objection to 
outs ide inter ference. * In t h i s  respect the  Afghans are 
t h e  Spaniards o f  Asia. The re  i s  evidence tha t  Dost Muhammad 
would have p re fe r red  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  t he  Russians as did his son 
Sher A l i  later .  B u t  b o t h  much p r e f e r r e d  t h e i r  own independence 
t o  ei ther.  D isregard o f  t h i s  facet o f  t h e  Afghan character caused 
much harmfu l  exaggerat ion o f  t h e  Russian danger  in the  minds of 
B r i t i s h  Ind ian  'Politicals' ' ".I Indeed, too many o f  the  '~o l i t ica ls '  
were e i ther  p u r s u i n g  Ut i l i t a r ian  o r  Evangelical nostrums for the 
economic regenerat ion o r  sp i r i tua l  salvation o f  t he  natives, or 
were undu l y  concerned w i t h  t he i r  own advancement in an 
expanding service, to  t roub le  themselves about t h i s  aspect of the 
Afghan character.  

D u r i n g  t he  campaign and the  occupation of  Afghanistan and 
Baluchistan, t he  number o f  Pol i t ical Off icers was much increased. 
Even junior  o f f i ce rs  were posted to la rge  towns o r  troubled 
d i s t r i c t s  and vested w i t h  extens ive powers o u t  o f  a l l  relat ion to 
t he i r  experience, age o r  rank .  The  l i s t  fo r  1841 includes, in 
addi t ion to two civ i l ians,  n ine captains and seventeen 
l ieutenants; and many o f  these were author ised to  di rect ,  within 
t he  l imits o f  t he i r  charge, the  most senior General Officers 
commanding t roops ' I 2 .  T h e  a n g r y  reactions o f  some of  the 
Generals have o f t en  been quoted, William Nott ,  fo r  instance: ' In 
t h e  meantime, al l  goes wrong here. We a re  become hated b y  the 
people, and the  Engl ish name and character,  which two Years 
ago stood so high and fa i r ,  has become a bye-word. Thus it is 
t o  employ men selected b y  i n t r i gue  and patronage! The  conduct 
o f  t he  one thousand and one pol i t icals has ru ined  o u r  cause and 
bared the  throats  o f  every  European in th is  coun t ry  to the 

Forgotten, too, by the framers of policy i n  the Kremlin i n  December 
1979. 



sword and kn i f e  o f  t h e  revenge fu l  A fghan  and  b loody Belooch . 
, . I  Charles Masson wou ld  ce r t a i n l y  have  said 'Amen' t o  t ha t  
remark could he  have k n o w n  it. 

In  another ou tbu rs t ,  General  N o t t  went  even  f u r t h e r :  'When 
we arrived here, t h e  nat ives had  a n  idea t ha t  a n  Englishman's 
word, once given,  was sacred, neve r  to  b e  broken.  T h a t  
beautiful charm i s  gone, a n d  e v e r y  p ledge and  eve ry  guarantee 
trampled under foot. T h e  d a y  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n  and  deep revenge 
w i l l  come . . . I l i k e  these people, a n d  would  t r u s t  mysel f  alone 
in their wildest mountains. When I was in Ghi lzye,  t hey  soon 
found out who protected them f rom p lunde r  and  oppression, a n d  
who did not. M y  t e n t  was always crowded w i t h  these people, 
begging to do something . . . y e t  no t  a man cou ld  be  p reva i led  
upon to go near t h e  P r i nce  o r  t he  po l i t i ca l  agent . . . T h e  
troops I sent ou t  today w i l l  put the  government t o  a g rea t  
expense, and t h e  poor  o f f i ce rs  and  men wi l l  have t he  
thermometer at  1 0 8 O  in t h e i r  ten ts  . . . and  a l l  because a foolish 
Political destroyed a small v i l lage conta in ing twen ty - th ree  
inhabitants. A n d  why,  think y o u ?  because h e  t hough t  - thought ,  
mind you, that  t hey  looked i nsu l t i ng l y  a t  h im as he  passed w i t h  
his two hundred  cava l ry  as an  escor t !  Had I been o n  t h e  spot. 
he would have had  e i gh t  t roopers  f o r  h i s  protect ion;  he  would 
have then been c i v i l  t o  t h e  inhabi tants ,  o r  perhaps no t  
Even Alexander Burnes,  himself a senior Pol i t ical o f f icer ,  wrote  
a few months la te r :  'It appears t o  me tha t  wherever o u r  Pol i t ical 
officers are, col l is ion f o r t hw i t h  follows.' In p r i va te  le t te rs  he ' 2 14 
expressed contempt fo r  ' t h i s  f r y  and  f r o g  spawn of  Pol i t icals . 
When Lord El lenborough succeeded L o r d  Auck land in 1842 he  
Spoke of the 'monstrous body  o f  pol i t ical  agents'  a n d  took steps 
to subordinate them to  t h e  appropr ia te  m i l i t a ry  commanders. B u t  
the damage had l ong  since been done, not  least in the Khanate 
of Kalat. 

B y  no means a l l  Pol i t ical o f f icers  o f  the  time were as 
blameworthy; no  doub t  Masson was un lucky  in those w i t h  whom 
he had to  deal. O thers  were ce r ta in ly  men of  high character  a n d  
ability, some of  whom bef r iended him. Nevertheless, the Ind ian  

Service t h e n  and  during the nex t  hund red  years was 
"Ot fortunate in i t s  hand l ing  o f  India 's relat ions w i t h  fore ign 

Two reasons why  t h i s  was so a re  suggested b y  the  
o f  d ip lomat ists o f  t h e  late 19th cen tu r y  t o  the 

of S i r  Mort imer Du rand  as Min is ter  to  Tehran.  
Hardinge, a member o f  h is  staf f ,  considered tha t  h i s  

appointment was a mistake as the  Persians par t i cu la r l y  d is l iked 
An!310-lndian off icials. Horace Rumbold, another talented member 
Of  Durand's staff ,  recorded in h is  d i a r y  that  the Envoy had a 
good deal o f  contempt for  the  Persians and the  impression go t  

that he wished t o  t reat  them as if he had been a 
2 1 5  

Resident in Ind ia  in a Nat ive State . I t  was precisely th i s  



habi t ,  wh ich  pers is ted  until t h e  end  o f  t h e  Raj, o f  treating a 
p r o u d  and  independent-minded c o u n t r y  as i f  it were a Native 
State in Ind ia ,  t ha t  exasperated t h e  Afghans.  As fo r  Durand's 
contempt f o r  t he  Persians, he re  again it was the  undisguised 
contempt shown towards Shah Shuja and other  Afghan 
personal i t ies b y  B r i t i s h  a rmy o f f i ce rs  from the General 
downwards,  and also b y  some of  t h e  Polit icals, that  made it 
q u i c k l y  obv ious t o  h i s  coun t rymen t ha t  he  was in truth a puppet 
monarch. 

E3 r i t i s h  M in is te rs  t o  Kabul ,  themselves seconded I ndian 
Pol i t ical O f f i ce rs  until 1947, have  remarked o n  the  Government of 
Ind ia 's  cur ious i nab i l i t y  t o  appreciate t h e  A fghan  character. For 
instance: 'The  po l icy  o f  t h e  Government o f  Ind ia  in the 18701s, 
cu lminat ing in t h e  Second A fghan  War, was a n  unhappy blend of 
myopia and  impatience, and  t he re  a r e  o t h e r  examples o f  similar 
inept i tude.  Even  L o r d  Cu rzon  and  h i s  adv isers  showed b y  their 
a t t i t ude  during the  A fghan  t r e a t y  negotiat ions o f  1904-5 a failure 
t o  g r a s p  the  fundamentals o f  t he  A fghan  problem or  to 
unders tand  the  menta l i ty  o f  A fghan  r u l e r s  216 .  



CHAPTER X V I  I : MISADVENTURES A T  K A L A T  

Pudding headed Political Agents and arbi t rary 
Envoys and Ministers . 

C. Masson undated manuscript 

Charles Masson e x p l a i n s  h i s  dec is ion  t o  resume h i s  t r a v e l s  
in  these words .  ' H a v i n g  despa tched  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  in E n g l a n d  a 
variety o f  manusc r ip t s ,  in t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1840, 1 f o u n d  myse l f  
at Karachi, in S ind ,  as  I supposed  f r e e  t o  move w h e r e  I 
pleased; and w i t h  re fe rence  t o  f u r t h e r  l i t e r a r y  a n d  sc ien t i f i c  
projects I de termined,  w i t h  t h e  unemployed mater ia ls  in m y  
possession, t o  r e t u r n  t o  Kabu l ,  a n d  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  
related, j u d g i n g  I c o u l d  t h e r e  a r r a n g e  them f o r  t h e  p r e s s  w i t h  
accuracy a n d  advantage.  I was a lso d e s i r o u s  t o  c o n t i n u e  m y  
antiquariar. researches - w i t h  t h e  d u e  p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  w h i c h  
government employ h a d  i n t e r f e r e d  - a n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
examination o f  c e r t a i n  p o i n t s  I f e l t  a s s u r e d  t o  b e  w i t h i n  t h e  
Power of  ve r i f i ca t i on ;  wh ich ,  f o r  t h e  same reason, I h a d  been 
compelled t o  neg lec t .  I es t imated t h a t  a p e r i o d  o f  t w o  yea rs  in 
Afghanistan wou ld  su f f i ce  f o r  m y  ob jec ts ,  a n d  t h a t  I shou ld  b e  
altogether about  t h r e e  y e a r s  absen t '  * ' ?  

His i n t e n t i o n  was t o  t r a v e l  b y  way o f  Ka la t  but h e  needed 
to be s u r e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  sa fe  t o  d o  so. He was wel l  aware  
that a new o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s  p r e v a i l e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  
hostilities m i g h t  h a v e  caused fee l ings  among t h e  peop le  h e  w o u l d  
meet, v e r y  d i f f e ren t  f rom those  o f  t e n  y e a r s  be fore .  He was s t i l l  
undecided when Ka l i kdad ,  t h e  merchan t  w i t h  whom h e  h a d  made 
his f i r s t  journey  t o  Ka la t  a n d  w h o  was aga in  o n  h i s  way  the re ,  
Put in a t imely appearance.  K a l i k d a d  was r e a s s u r i n g  a n d  Masson 
arranged t o  accompany h i s  ca ravan ,  w h i c h  was fo rm ing  a t  
Sonmimi. Masson l e f t  K a r a c h i  o n  30 A p r i l ,  1840, mounted o n  a n  
excellent K a b u l  h o r s e  w i t h  a s e r v a n t  a n d  t w o  gu ides .  A t  
Sonmiani h e  rece i ved  as  warm a welcome as  b e f o r e  from h i s  
friends. Ka l ikdad,  however ,  was awa i t i ng  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a s h i p  
from Bombay a n d  a de lay  o f  a m o n t h  cou ld  b e  expected.  Masson 
therefore took  advan tage  o f  t h e  imminent  d e p a r t u r e  o f  a h o l y  
man to jo in him, l e a v i n g  h i s  s e r v a n t  a n d  baggage t o  follow w i t h  
Kalikdad a n d  t h e  caravan.  

While Masson h a d  been  l i v i n g  q u i e t l y  in Karach i ,  t h e  A r m y  
O f  the l n d u s  w i t h  t h e  ex-monarch  Shah  Shu ja  t r a i l i n g  in i t s  wake 
had crossed B a l u c h i s t a n  o n  i t s  way f r o m  S h i k a r p u r  t o  Kandahar .  

had  p r o v e d  h a r d  t o  o b t a i n  d u e  p a r t l y  t o  inadequate 



preparat ions and  reconnaisance, p a r t l y  t o  t h e  general  scarcity of 
g r a i n  in t h e  b a r r e n  Khanate o f  Kalat,  aggravated b y  a poor 
harvest .  T h e  lack o f  adequate reconnaisance cou ld  have been 
avoided had Macnaghten had  t h e  good sense t o  use Masson who 
knew the  area b e t t e r  t h a n  anyone else. H i s  good relations with 
t h e  people o f  Kalat m igh t  have  minimised misunderstandings at 
least. He was admirab ly  qua l i f i ed  f o r  such  a job. 

T o  make matters worse, t h e  ru l e r ,  Mehrab  Khan, had been 
unable t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  murderous  a n d  t h i ev i ng  propensit ies of 
t h e  Baluch t r i bes  nominal ly unde r  h i s  con t ro l  f rom plundering 
t he  l ong  columns o f  sold iers and  t h e i r  enormous baggage trains. 
T h e  A rmy  had su f fe red  p a r t i c u l a r l y  during t h e  d i f f i cu l t  passage 
o f  t h e  60 miles long Bolan Pass. Macnaghten had  t r i e d  to  secure 
Mehrab Khan's cooperation w i t h  a n  o f f e r  o f  a subs idy  in return 
for  suppl ies, t r anspo r t  and  recogni t ion o f  Shah Shuja's 
suzera in ty .  Burnes  was sent  t o  negot iate t he  t r ea t y  but in spite 
o f  increas ing the  subs idy,  o n l y  succeeded in g e t t i n g  the Khan to 
agree t o  p a y  homage t o  t h e  monarch, a n  act  which h e  evaded to 
t h e  end. It was now fe l t  t ha t  h e  was del iberately opposing the 
expedi t ion;  t h e  d iscovery  o f  l e t te rs  al legedly f rom him to his 
agent Mahomed Hussain  urging harassment o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  seemed 
t o  c l i nch  t he  matter .  Accord ing ly ,  b o t h  as re t r i bu t i on  and to 
ensure  safe communications in t h e  fu tu re ,  Macnaghten proposed 
tha t  t h e  t h ree  Kalat i  p rov inces wh ich  l ay  along the lines of 
communications, namely Kacchi,  Quetta a n d  Mastang, should be 
annexed t o  Afghanis tan 2 ' 8 .  Pending t h i s  arrangement he 
appointed Pol i t ical o f f icers  along t h e  rou te :  L ieutenant Eastwick 
a t  Sh ika rpur ,  L ieutenant Loveday in the  Bolan Pass and Captain 
Bean a t  Quetta. When t he  Bombay force h a d  completed the i r  task 
in Afghanistan t hey  were w i t hd rawn  t o  Ind ia  and o n  t he  re tu rn  
march took revenge upon  Mehrab  Khan  b y  storming h is  capital* 
He and  numerous t r i ba l  ch ie fs  were k i l l ed  during the f ight ing. 
H is  son f led t o  a remote spot, whi le a d is tant  relat ive, Shah 
Nawaz Khan, was appointed in h i s  stead. 

T h e  s torming o f  Kalat took place o n  1 3  November 1839. BY 
the  time Masson a r r i v e d  t he re  in t h e  middle o f  1840 the three 
prov inces had been handed ove r  to  Shah Shuja, though 
cont ro l led b y  t he  B r i t i s h ,  and  Loveday had  been t ransfer red to 
Kalat. A reorganisat ion o f  t he  o l d  feudal system o f  land tenure 
in the  rev i ved  D u r r a n i  Empire had  been p u t  in hand by  
Macnaghten in Kabul. Whereas h i t he r t o  jaghirs ( lands)  had been 
he ld  in r e t u r n  f o r  m i l i t a ry  serv ice,  t he  new system substi tuted 
ren t s  in cash, a n d  was appl ied b y  decree o f  Shah Shuja to the 
Khanate as elsewhere. The  change was regarded as an essential 
p re lude  t o  the general  replacement o f  the feudal  levies b y  a 
national, central ised A fghan  army which should provide a 
discip l ined suppor t  for  t he  K ing .  Un t i l  t h i s  could be 
accomplished, a B r i t i s h  force was ob l iged t o  remain; and of  



course the occupation costs stayed d i s t u r b i n g l y  high. The  loss 
of the provinces upset t h e  balance o f  Kalat 's economy; the 
demands for  r en t s  i n fu r i a ted  t h e  ch ie fs  concerned. Mehrab 
Khan's let ters were now found  t o  have been e i ther  forged b y  
Mahomed Hussain o r  a t  least w r i t t e n  b y  t he  Khan under  the 
influence o f  v io lent ly  an t i -B r i t i sh  repo r t s  f rom him. Mahomed 
Hussain had even succeeded in deceiv ing t h e  B r i t i s h  about h is  
real attitude. A l l  these fac to rs  had  created a s i tuat ion seething 
with discontent. 

Masson, who had  been well  received b y  Shah Nawaz Khan 
when they met by chance some th ree  days '  march from Kalat, 
now pitched camp in t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t h e  town where f r iends and  
acquaintances f locked t o  g ree t  him. It was close t o  Lieutenant 
Loveday's tent  f rom wh ich  h e  was super in tending t he  erection o f  
a country house. Masson was not  unprepared  f o r  h is meeting 
with the Polit ical Agent  for  h e  had  heard ' the  most astonishing 
accounts o f  L ieutenant Loveday, Labadin Sahib, as he was cal led 
by the natives. Act ions so s ingular  were imputed t o  him, and of 
a nature so d i f ferent  from what a re  usual ly looked for  from 
British Off icers, t ha t  I was d is inc l ined t o  c red i t  them . . . the  
alleged enormities cou ld  not  have  been committed wi thout the 
knowledge o f  h is  super iors ;  and  i t  was inconceivable to  suppose 
that, w i th  such knowledge, t h e y  would tolerate them. St i l l ,  the  
reports were so universal ,  in a l l  places and w i th  al l  part ies,  tha t  
i t  was d i f f i cu l t  t o  avo id  t h e  suspic ion tha t  he must be a s t range 
person1 

When Masson pa id  h i s  cal l  t he re  was on ly  one chai r  in the  
tent and Loveday t o l d  h im to  s i t  o n  t h e  g round  as he was used 
to it. The i r  conversat ion did not  go  well. The  Lieutenant dwelt 
On the men he had  e i ther  b lown from a gun, o r  would do, if and 
when he caught them; Masson regre t ted  the  dismemberment of 
the Khanate. They  discussed t h e  policies which had led t o  the 
occupation of  Afghanis tan and  Masson f ree ly  stated his opinions 

the b lunders  and mismanagement which had spoiled 
everything, and  o n  t h e  fearfu l  confusion tha t  must inev i tab ly  at 
SOrne per iod follow. Such ta lk  lacked tact coming from a 
wandering c iv i l ian t o  a representat ive o f  the  cr i t ic ised 
government. I n v i t e d  t o  d ine  a t  h is  town residence tha t  
afternoon, Masson ' found him in a spacious apartment, hung 
'Ound wi th su i t s  o f  armour,  and t he  corners f i l led w i t h  pikes, 
halberds, batt le-axes, and war l ike weapons, t he  spoi l  o f  the  late 

2 2 0  arrnouryl . Hav ing  ref lected o n  t he  na tu re  o f  Loveday's 
h is  objectionable remarks and t he  strangeness of h is  

manner and conversat ion,  Masson decided not to  t roub le  him 
further w i th  h i s  company. 

Masson was distressed b y  t he  changes in Kalat wrought  b y  
the war. In an  unusual ly  emotional passage he wr i tes :  'Kalat 
Presented in aspect and condi t ion a melancholy contrast  to  the 



t r a n q u i l  and  f lou r i sh ing  state in wh ich  I had former ly  beheld it. 
T h e  g rea te r  p a r t  o f  t he  t own  was un inhabi ted,  and the little 
bazaar, once b u s y  and  well suppl ied,  was now near ly  deserted. 
T h e  inhabi tants  themselves were  oppressed w i t h  gloom and 
despondency,  as t h e y  were c lad in t h e  coarse a n d  abject garb of 
p o v e r t y .  A l l  o f  my  o l d  acquaintances had  suf fered most cruelly 
in t h e  spo i l  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  I was hurt t o  see those who 
had so recen t l y  been a f f l uen t  and  comfortable, present 
themselves before me necessitous and  dest i tute.  The sky, 
indeed, was as serene as ever ,  t h e  o rchards  displayed their 
ve rdure ,  and the  val ley,  as before, was adorned with 
cu l t iva t ion,  ye t  t he re  was a loneliness, real  o r  imaginary, on my 
par t ,  cast o v e r  t h e  scene, t h a t  was infect ious,  and  w i th  every 
d ispos i t ion t o  be  cheer fu l ,  I was, in desp i te  o f  myself, dejected 
and  sor rowfu l .  A no t ion  I had  enter ta ined a t  Karachi of 
remaining he re  two  o r  t h r e e  months t o  a r range  some o f  my MSS. 
for  publ icat ion,  had been d iss ipated o n  a r r i va l ,  as I plainly saw 
tha t  t h e  B r a h u i  capi ta l  was no  longer  t h e  abode o f  peace and 
secu r i t y  it had  fo rmer ly  been and  it was, moreover, painful to 
wi tness t h e  desolat ion and  misery  a round  me. B u t  it was 
necessary t o  await my servan ts  and  ef fec ts  coming w i t h  Kalikdad 

I 2 2 1  and h i s  kafila . 
He used h i s  enforced le i su re  t o  invest igate  the  various 

charges which had been b r o u g h t  against  Mehrab Khan and found 
t o  h i s  dismay t ha t  as in t h e  case o f  t h e  fo rged  le t ters  already 
mentioned, he had been t he  v ic t im of  t reachery  b y  those whom 
he had unwise ly  t rus ted .  Masson remarks b i t t e r l y  that  even 
when t h e  truth began t o  emerge no  e f fo r t  was made t o  rectify 
matters a t  least t o  t he  ex ten t  of r es to r i ng  the  son t o  h is  father's 
estate and  r e t u r n i n g  t he  jewels and o t h e r  personal property 
looted f rom t h e  palace: 'it was necessary t o  p reserve  unsullied 
t h e  repu ta t ion  o f  L o r d  Auck land 's  po l i t i ca l  cl ique, and, to 
conceal t h e i r  incapaci ty,  t h e  injuspice shown to  t he  father was to 
be  perpetuated b y  t ha t  o f fe red  t o  the  uno f fend ing  son'222. 

About  a week a f t e r  Masson's a r r i va l ,  Loveday sent 
twen ty - f i ve  o f  h i s  g u a r d  o f  s i x t y  sepoys t o  Mastung together 
w i t h  h i s  munshi, in pursuance  o f  o r d e r s  f rom Captain Bean at 
Ouetta. T h e  p a r t y  was t o  demand ren t s  from cer ta in  chiefs in  
respect  o f  t h e i r  jaghirs which  t hey  h a d  h i t he r t o  he ld  rent-free, 
as we have  already noticed. I n fu r i a ted  b y  t h i s  unprecedented 
demand, one of  t he  chiefs o f  Sarawan roused h i s  tribesmen and 
k i l l ed  t h e  munshi and al l  h i s  escort.  T h i s  success precipitated 
t h e  B rahu i  revo l t  o n  behal f  of Mehrab Khan's son who was at 
once summoned t o  head t h e  insurgentsz2: However,  Masson, who 
was unaware o f  the reason fo r  t he  expedi t ion t o  Mastung, wqS 
inc l ined t o  think tha t  t he  revo l t  was caused b y  one o f  Loveday 
pecul iar i t ies.  He was repu ted  t o  have set h i s  ferocious bulldogs 
o n  var ious ind iv idua ls  t o  the h o r r o r  o f  t he  local inhabitants, but 



had desisted because o f  Masson's presence. T h i s  tale was o f  
course heard w i t h  appalled inc redu l i t y ,  but t hen  another such 
incident occurred which led  t o  t h e  death o f  the  man who had  
been savaged: 'The  consternat ion exc i ted b y  th is  man's unhappy 
fate amongst t he  community o f  Kalat, t o  be  conceived must have 
been witnessed; t h e  d read  o f  vengeance l imi ted t h e  expression o f  
public feeling t o  low and  su l len murmurs,  but rumour  spread the 
catastrophe w i t h  r a p i d i t y  o v e r  t h e  coun t ry ,  and there  
indignation was loud ly  avowed, and  revenge determined upon'224. 
The allegation against Loveday has been denied b y  some, but 
Colonel Stacy, who made subsequent inqu i r ies  o n  t he  spot, was 
obliged to repor t  t ha t  a t  least one o f  t he  many instances c i ted  
was t rue - the v ic t im v e r y  p robab ly  t h e  man named b y  Masson. 
Clearly Loveday must have been subject  to  some pecul iar  form of  
mental derangement, o f  wh ich  h i s  super iors  remained unaware 
until after h is  deathz2: 

Some days a f te rwards  a fo rce  col lected b y  the  chiefs and  
the late Khan's son appeared be fo re  Kalat. I t  was of  no g rea t  
size, about 1,200 men, poor ly  armed and  i l l -prov ided w i th  
ammunition, but determined t o  avenge t h e  wrongs they  had  
suffered. Charles Masson, finding tha t  L ieutenant Loveday seemed 
overcome b y  indecis ion and  a s t range  le thargy,  busied himself in 
strengthening t he  defences of  t he  c i t y  and  set t ing men to  work  
on casting bul lets. He also ' took a cu rso ry  view o f  t h e  guns, 
and I was extremely s o r r y  t o  find them useless; t h e  largest ,  
indeed, might be  considered a cur ios i t y ,  f o r  i t  was cast a t  
Modena in I ta ly ,  and  above th ree  centur ies  old. The re  were 
three of small ca l ibre  . . . I t  was a sad p i t y  t h e  guns  were 
unserviceable: they  were f i xed  o n  t he i r  uncouth carr iages b y  
rolls o f  cords, in te rcep t ing  t h e  s ight ,  and render ing  i t  
impossible to  po in t  them w i t h  a n y  tolerable precision. In place o f  
vents were aper tures as l a rge  as t h e  palm o f  the hand, and  the 
chambers were so honeycombed, tha t  i t  s tar t led me to  t h i n k  how 

could stand be ing  f i red ' .  The  former ar t i l le ryman is  
Speaking here though he i s  carefu l  to  r e f r a i n  f rom showing more 

than  he must. He managed to  f i r e  a few rounds w i t h  
the antique Modenese gun w i th  l i t t l e  ef fect  and then  t r i ed  to  use 
the small guns :  ' 1  cou ld  d o  no more than  f i r e  random shots 

the garden, and as near ly  as I could, d i rec t  them 
that  occupied b y  t he  khan  and t h e  el i te o f  the 

insurgents'22! He found la ter  tha t  a shot had  passed close to  the 
young Khan's tent  and tha t  another had  k i l l ed  t h e  charger  o f  
One o f  the  chiefs which so t e r r i f i ed  him tha t  he removed from 
the garden t o  a suburb .  Throughout  the siege, which lasted 

six days, Masson was indefatigable, constant ly o n  pa t ro l  
encouraging and d i r ec t i ng  t he  defenders and remaining on  d u t y  
al l  night, 

At the end of  t h ree  days o f  f ight ing,  a v igorous attempt to 



scale t h e  walls was defeated in sp i t e  of  t reachery  b y  some o f  the 
defenders  who pu l l ed  a few o f  t h e  a t tackers  i n t o  t he  c i ty .  But 
jus t  when i t  looked as t hough  t h e  i nsu rgen t s  were beaten and 
ready  t o  re t i re ,  a sudden change o f  mood o n  the  p a r t  o f  one of 
t h e  chiefs at tached t o  Shah Nawaz Khan  infected others. Before 
long, communications were opened w i t h  t he  insurgents and 
f u r t h e r  resistance petered o u t  desp i te  t h e  Khan's best  efforts to 
conci l iate t h e  disaf fected chief.  Loveday's na t i ve  staff, in w horn 
he had  unwise ly  reposed t h e  fu l les t  confidence, were themselves 
act ive  in promot ing t a l ks  w i t h  t h e  leaders o f  t h e  insurgents  and 
gave h im p l e n t y  o f  b a d  advice, a t  t h e  same time disclosing 
informat ion t o  t h e  enemy and  dece iv ing tha t  officer 
w i t h  forged le t te rs  p romis ing  peace and  good treatment. It was 
a f terwards discovered t ha t  one o f  them, Nazrulah, had long been 
in league w i t h  t h e  Darogah G u l  Mahomed, t he  p r inc ipa l  adviser 
t o  the  young  Khan. A n  agreement was d r a w n  up whereby Shah 
Nawaz Khan  was t o  r e t i r e  f rom Kalat, wh i le  Loveday was to be 
escorted in safe ty  t o  Quetta. Masson had n o  fa i th  whatever in 
t he  second p a r t  o f  t h i s  agreement and  b o t h  h e  and Shah Nawaz 
Khan  deployed e v e r y  argument  t o  persuade Loveday to  leave 
w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r  who was a f t e r  a l l  t h e  I nd ian  Government's 
appointee. T h e  Poli t ical Agent ,  s t i l l  be l iev ing  ill the  loyalty of 
Nazru lah and t h e  o thers ,  cou ld  no t  b e  moved. 'The fatal 
consequences a t tend ing  L ieutenant  Loveday's p lac ing himself i n  
t h e  power  o f  t h e  i nsu rgen t s  procla im more fo rc ib ly  than  words 
can convey t h e  extreme fo l l y  o f  t h e  step. Inexpl icable is  the 
in fa tuat ion wh ich  induced t h e  resolve, as t h e r e  were none of the 
chiefs who had  not, in some mode, been personal ly  aggrieved, 
and for  t h e  l ives o f  some o f  them even premiums had been 
of fered;  a fact spoken in sorrow, ye t  in truth' "'. The  citadel 
was now occupied by t h e  insurgen ts  whi le  Loveday's residence 
came unde r  at tack.  It was eventua l ly  r ushed  and  looted wi th the 
resu l t  tha t  Masson su f fe red  t h e  ser ious loss 'not on ly  o f  what 
o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  I possessed, but o f  a l a rge  accumulated stock of 
manuscr ip ts  and papers,  t h e  fruit o f  above f i f teen years' labour 
and i nqu i r y ' .  

Masson had wished t o  leave w i t h  Shah Nawaz Khan who had 
abdicated and departed,  but fe l t  i t  h i s  d u t y  t o  remain with 
Loveday. B o t h  men were now removed t o  t h e  c i tadel  and confined 
t o  t h e  Chamber o f  Blood, so-called from the  executions of 
state-offenders which had  taken  place there.  D u r i n g  the siege 
and i t s  aftermath, l e t te rs  had  passed between Loveday and 
Bean; un fo r tuna te ly  Ba luch is tan had  been denuded o f  troops and 
ne i ther  Quetta no r  S h i k a r p u r  cou ld  ho ld  ou t  any  hope of 
assistance, facts which were soon known  to  t he  insurgents.  Even 
when Captain Bean, 'a remarkably  p r u d e n t  man' according to 
Masson, received reinforcements which might  well have sufficed 
t o  move against Kalat,  he  was u n d e r  t h e  impression from faulty 



intelligence that  t he  enemy were  too  t h i c k  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t o  r i s k  
an expedition. 

Correspondence w i t h  Bean was resumed a f t e r  a n  in te rva l  
with a view to  reach ing  an  accommodation w i t h  t h e  insurgen ts  
and releasing the  two p r i soners .  Masson too was o r d e r e d  t o  w r i t e  
and did so o n  a f ragment  o f  n a t i v e  paper  w i t h  a na t i ve  pen,  in 
support o f  Loveday's wishes f o r  peace. Inasmuch as i t  denounced 
the whole conduct o f  re la t ions w i t h  Kalat  during t h e  p rev ious  
eighteen months, a l legedly c o n t r a r y  in many respects t o  t h e  
Governor-General's in tent ions,  and  revealed some o f  t h e  decei ts 
which had been p rac t i sed  o n  Mehrab  Khan  and  o n  t he  Pol i t ical 
Agents, it cannot have  endeared him t o  t h e  Captain. It is, 
however, a t r i b u t e  t o  Masson's s t r e n g t h  o f  m ind  t ha t  h e  wrote  in 
such a fashion in t h e  v e r y  ugly s i tuat ion h e  was in. Lambrick 
relates that he  came u p o n  t h i s  l e t t e r  in t he  Pakistan 
Government's archives,  a n d  w i l l  always remember t h e  thrill he 
felt 'when t ak i ng  i n t o  my  hands t h i s  s c r u b b y  piece o f  paper  
covered wi th  Masson's neat handwr i t i ng ,  b r o w n  w i t h  age; whi le 
imagining the  scene in t h e  Chamber o f  Blood as h e  p l ied  t ha t  
native pen'22! 

The Brahu i  chiefs a t  Kalat  h a v i n g  decided t o  advance t o  
Mastung car r ied t h e  t w o  Europeans w i t h  them u n d e r  a s t r o n g  
guard. Al though t h e i r  wors t  fears had not  been real ised during 
their detention in t h e  Chamber o f  Blood, i t  h a d  been a severe 
ordeal not on ly  because o f  t h e  th rea ts  o f  t he  leaders o f  t he  
insurgents, but also because o f  t he  vol leys o f  abuse, jeers and  
menaces of the  in fu r ia ted  c rowd  who f locked in to  look a t  them. 
These scenes were repeated a t  Mastung. O n  t h e  march there, 
Loveday was manacled t o  t h e  tent-pole a t  night. H i s  servants  
were sent away and  e x t r a  guards  were stat ioned w i t h i n  a n d  
without the ten t ;  t h e i r  s i tuat ion began t o  look desperate. Let ters  
arrived from Capta in  Bean addressed t o  the  Darogah and t o  
Loveday. The  conc lud ing paragraph  of  t he  o f f ic ia l  l e t t e r  to  the 
Lieutenant i s  quo ted  b y  Masson: 'The  mys te r y  o f  Mr  Masson's 

at  Kalat a t  t h e  per iod  o f  t he  present  outbreak,  
w i t h  h i s  c landest ine residence a t  that  place, has g i ven  

rise to suspicions, in my  mind, o f  tha t  ind iv idua l ,  wh ich I have 
2 2 9  

"t failed t o  communicate t o  government . I t  was ev ident  from 
Loveday's embarrassment tha t  he  had ear l ier  w r i t t en  in 

terms to  Quetta.  Masson though t  tha t  i t  was also 
Bean's way o f  acknowledging t he  receipt  o f  h i s  'nat ive  pen'  
letter. From the  moment o f  h i s  a r r i v a l  at  Kalat h i s  o ld  f r i end  

Ahmed had gone t o  g rea t  lengths to look a f ter  h i s  welfare; 
af ter  the cap tu re  o f  the  c i t y ,  h e  had r i s ked  h i s  l i fe  t o  pro tect  
Masson and persuade t he  Darogah t o  release him. He was o n  t he  
Point of success when a s t o r y  became c u r r e n t  that  Masson 
Possessed b i l l s  o f  exchange for a la rge  sum o f  rupees which the  
Darogah was determined t o  wrest  f rom him. Faiz Ahmed now sent 



t h e i r  mutua l  f r i end  Ka l i kdad  t o  Mastung who took up the  task of 
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  Darogah. A f t e r  days  o f  r igorous treatment, the 
B rahu i s  dec ided t o  kill t h e i r  p r i soners  and advance o n  Quetta, 
but sudden ly  changed t h e i r  minds a n d  sent  t h e  surpr ised Masson 
t h e r e  t o  represen t  t h e  v iews o f  Loveday and  t h e  rebels to the 
Pol i t ical Agent .  

A t  Quetta, Masson was t aken  f i r s t  t o  L ieutenant Hammersley 
and  t h e n  t o  Capta in  Bean w i t h  whom h e  had  a long  conversation 
o n  t h e  af fa i rs o f  t h e  Brahu is ,  as well  as o n  t h e  cr i t i ca l  situation 
of  Loveday:  'I regre t ted ,  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  o f f icer 's  sake, that  I was 
too p l a i n l y  address ing  a weak man, p u f f e d  up w i th  absurd 
conceptions o f  h i s  o f f ic ia l  importance, and  so uninformed of the 
n a t u r e  o f  t h i ngs ,  t ha t  i t  was wast ing words to  speak to  him. He 
had  no t  t h e  pol i teness t o  ask  me to  b e  seated, and gave 
audience much in t h e  same way  as a heavy coun t r y  magistrate in 
England would d o  t o  a poacher. '  Bean ignored Masson's 
suggest ion t ha t  Rehimdad, a p r i sone r  a t  B a k k u r  in whom the 
i nsu rgen t s  were much in terested,  should  b e  released in exchange 
for  Loveday; re fused  t o  allow him t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  rebel camp; 
and  put him u n d e r  house a r res t .  'I cou ld  not, indeed, forbear to 
re f lec t  t ha t  I had  met w i t h  a n  o d d  recept ion in t h e  camp of my 
count rymen,  a f te r  conduct  wh ich  L ieutenant  Loveday had been 
compelled t o  o w n  was "devoted and  noble", a f t e r  long endurance 
of  ou t rage  and  s u f f e r i n g  in t h e  bondage o f  t he  Brahuis, and 
a f te r  most ser ious losses; a l l  o f  wh ich  ev i ls  had been incurred 
t h r o u g h  t h e  des i r e  t o  b e  use fu l  t o  t h e  v e r y  government whose 
servan t  had ven tu red  u p o n  so indecent a s tep lL3? 

Unable t o  ex t rac t  ve rba l l y  from Bean the  reason for his 
a r res t  o the r  t h a n  t ha t  a l e t t e r  from Major Outram about a 
Russ ian agent had aroused suspicion,* Masson wro te  t o  the Captain 
who merely rep l ied  t ha t  he was deta ined by 'author i ty  which 
au tho r i t y  had been appl ied t o  fo r  f u r t h e r  ins t ruc t ion ' .  Aware 
t h a t  t he  'au thor i t y '  was S i r  William Macnaghten, and realising 
t ha t  t he  o r d e r  f o r  h i s  a r r e s t  must  have been received at  Quetta 
p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l  there,  i t  occu r red  t o  h im tha t  the Envoy 
migh t  have  o rde red  h i s  detent ion from resentment a t  the l iberty 
h e  had  taken  t o  prosecute h i s  archaeological researches 
independent o f  o f f ic ia l  patronage. Such  researches might  also be 
though t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o the rs  w o r k i n g  in the  same field under 
Macnaghten's f avou r  23'. Much more ser ious was the implication in 
Bean's le t te r  t o  Loveday quo ted  above t ha t  Masson's presence at 
Kalat had  been d i r e c t l y  connected w i t h  t he  revo l t .  For such an 
in t r igue ,  had  it been t rue ,  he m igh t  have  been charged with 
high treason. He there fo re  wrote  t o  Macnaghten '. . 
considerable se l f  devot ion and  a n  e n t i r e  self  sacr i f ice du r i ng  the 
recent  af fa i rs a t  Kalat I should  have though t  would have ensured 

* This story was later refuted by Outram himself. 



my reputat ion f rom a n y  fou l  a n d  ungenerous suspicions, a n d  
hssuredly it i s  a s ingu la r  requ i ta l  f o r  hav ing,  w i t h  feel ings 
purely Engl ish, associated mysel f  w i t h  L ieutenant Loveday in the 
hour o f  danger,  t o  be  placed, when I find mysel f  in the  camp o f  
my countrymen, unde r  survei l lance,  and  t o  b e  t reated in a 
manner o f  which I have  j us t  reason t o  complain.' 

. . . It appears too absu rd  t o  suppose tha t  Captain Bean 
or any o ther  person  cou ld  be l ieve t ha t  I was a Russian Agent  
. . while I am sat is f ied t ha t  n o  combination o f  circumstances can 
make me any  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  Eng l i sh  subject  and  a loyal one too, 
I must c rave o f  y o u  in what mode these unfavourable suspicions 
have or ig inated,  f o r  whether  t hey  owe t h e i r  existence t o  an  
excess o f  s impl ic i ty  o r  t o  t h e  secret  in f luence o f  p r i va te  p ique  
and personal jealousy, I have  s t i l l  r i g h t s  as a n  ind iv idua l  and  a n  
Englishman, and  o n  t ha t  account i t  behoves me no t  on ly  t o  clear 
my reputat ion f rom in ju r ious  suspicions, but t o  resent t he  
injustice o f  those who f rom whatever  cause ven tu re  t o  asperse i ttt3? 
He wrote s imi lar ly  t o  t h e  Secretary  t o  t h e  Government o t  Ind ia .  
He also wrote  t o  John  Co lv in  reques t ing  t h e  Governor  General's 
permission t o  t rave l ,  i f  such  permission were requ i red ,  and  
explaining t ha t  he  wou ld  have asked f o r  it before leaving 
Karachi had h e  had a n y  inkling tha t  it would be expected. 

While awai t ing repl ies t o  these le t te rs  he  l ingered for 
several weeks in confinement, which Captain Bean's inhumanity 
made as annoy ing as possible. H is  f i r s t  i n ten t ion  seemed to  b e  
l iterally t o  s t a r ve  him and, o n  one occasion, he passed two 
entire days a n d  t h ree  n i gh t s  wi thout  food. Hear ing of  t h i s  
circumstance, Colonel Stacy made representat ions t o  the  Polit ical 
officers w i t h  t h e  resu l t  tha t  two cakes o f  d r y  bread were 
brought t o  h im morn ing  a n d  evening f rom t h e  bazar. 'On t h i s  
fare I subsisted several  days,  until a second representat ion from 
Colonel Stacy p rocu red  me t h e  addi t ion o f  three- far th ings '  wo r th  
of sheep's ent ra i ls ,  also from the  bazar, and  b r o u g h t  in a n  
earthen p la t ter ;  a mess, cer ta in ly ,  which any  dog  in Quetta 
might have claimed for  h i s  own. I though t  th i s  kind o f  insu l t  
was car r ied too far, and  sent the  foul mess t o  t he  camp.' Colonel 
Stacy sent i t  t o  Hammersley who h u r r i e d  t o  Masson but on ly  t o  
berate him for  hav ing  shown up the  Polit ical o f f i ce rs  b y  sending 
the foul mess f i r s t  t o  t h e  mi l i ta ry .  Masson also suf fered from the  
cold, Quetta hav ing  an  a l t i t ude  o f  5,500 feet, and again Stacy 

2.13 came to t he  rescue . Towards the  end  o f  October 1840, a r ep l y  
came from Macnaghten which Masson found ex t raord inary .  I t  
Stated that  he had author ised Bean ' to deta in  you a t  Quetta, 
Until the pleasure o f  t h e  Governor-General in counci l  should be 
ascertained as t o  y o u r  be ing permi t ted t o  prosecute y o u r  t rave ls  
In countr ies subject t o  t he  c rown  o f  Caboul, since, so far  as I 
know, you a re  wi thout  permission t o  do  so, e i ther  from the 
Brit ish Government, o r  from H i s  Majesty Shah Sooja 001 Moolk'. 



T h i s  claim t o  con t ro l  t r a v e l  in t h e  D u r r a n i  Kingdom was indeed 
novel  and  l en t  colour t o  Masson's not ion t ha t  personal jealousy 
was invo lved,  but it was t h e  absence o f  a n y  reference to  Bean's 
suspic ions wh ich  upset  him. He  t he re fo re  wrote again to the 
Envoy.  A t  t h i s  time, a force from Kandahar unde r  Major-General 
No t t  marched t o  Quet ta  a n d  thence t o  Kalat  t o  suppress the 
revo l t .  T h e  insurgen ts ,  who had  d ragged  t h e  hapless Loveday 
from place t o  p lace during t h e  p rev ious  long  weeks, having been 
defeated a t  Dadar,  b r o k e  up t h e i r  camp a n d  murdered their 
pr isoner .  Masson t h u s  h a d  h i s  h ighhanded  gaoler, Captain Bean, 
t o  t hank  fo r  hav ing  u n w i t t i n g l y  saved him from a similar end. 

General  No t t  f ound  Kalat  deserted.  He l e f t  a regiment there 
and  r e t u r n e d  t o  Kandahar.  Colonel Stacy was temporarily 
appointed t o  t ake  po l i t i ca l  charge  a t  Kalat  where in due course 
he  was able t o  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  se rv ice  t o  Masson b y  recovering 
some of  h i s  belongings.  In r e p l y  t o  Masson's communication, the 
Secre ta ry  t o  t h e  Government o f  Ind ia  informed him that Ross 
Bell, t h e  Pol i t ical Agen t  f o r  S ind  and  Baluchistan, had been 
i ns t r uc ted  t o  make a formal inves t iga t ion  in to  h i s  case, while 
Bean was d i r ec ted  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  evidence against  him. Obstinate 
t o  t he  last,  t h e  bes t  t ha t  Bean cou ld  d o  was t o  wr i te  t o  Ross 
Bel l  t ha t  s ince h i s  p rev ious  communication 'noth ing f u r t he r  had 
t r ansp i red  b y  wh ich  t h e  d is loya l t y  o f  M r  Masson as a Bri t ish 
subject  cou ld  b e  establ ished. '  A n d  th is ,  remarks Masson, after 
t h e  col lect ion o f  a host  o f  deposi t ions a t  Kalat and a f ter  the 
examination o f  Loveday's sepoys a n d  servants.  Ross Bell also 
rece ived f i r s t - hand  evidence from a number o f  B rahu i  chiefs and 
o the rs  who had  been p resen t  a t  Kalat  th roughou t  Masson's stay 
there,  whi ls t  impor tant  test imony and  a n  o f f e r  t o  stand surety 
for  h i s  release o n  paro le  came from Stacy. In consequence Ross 
Bel l  wrote  t o  M ~ s s o n  t ha t  h e  was c leared o f  a l l  suspicion and 
t ha t  h i s  conduct  towards Loveday had  indeed been actuated b y  a 
des i re  t o  b e  o f  serv ice t o  t ha t  of f icer  234. In h i s  repor t  to the 
Government, Ross Bel l  s tated t ha t  he  cou ld  not  trace any 
specific g r o u n d  o f  suspic ion a t tach ing  t o  him; and as the result 
o f  t h e  e n q u i r y  had  fully c leared h i s  character  he begged to 
submit  t ha t  Masson appeared t o  have some claim fo r  remuneration 
o n  account o f  t h e  inconvenience a n d  delay t o  which he  had been 
Put .  Macnaghten, whi le  endeavour ing t o  shie ld Bean, likewise 
recommended t ha t  he  should  rece ive compensation 231 

Masson was released a t  last  in January  1841 and immediately 
set  o f f  for Sh ika rpur .  O f  t ha t  journey he  wr i tes :  'So entirely 
had  t h e  c o u n t r y  been devastated,  t ha t  I could no longer 
recognise it t o  b e  t h e  same I had  t r ave rsed  some fourteen years 
before. Vil lages, t h e n  f lour ish ing,  had ceased to  ex is t ;  those 
remaining were des t i tu te  o f  t h e i r  a t tendant  groves o f  trees, and 
even t he  v e r y  waste had been denuded o f  t h e  jangal o f  small 
t rees and shrubs,  once spreading ove r  i t s  surface. There was 



no fear, indeed, o f  los ing t h e  road, as former ly ,  f o r  t ha t  was 
now well marked b y  t h e  skeletons o f  camels and  o the r  animals, 
whose bleached and b leach ing bones too well  descr ibed it, and  
the nature o f  t h e  operat ions which had  been ca r r i ed  on. I 
passed two days t h e  guest  o f  M r  Bel l ,  who made an  unreserved  
offer o f  any th ing  in h i s  camp; and, o n  par t ing ,  I received from 
him many assurances o f  h i s  good opinion,  and  even of  h i s  
esteem.' He d ropped  down  the  r i v e r  t o  Karach i  'whence I had  
started the year before,  o n  a n  excurs ion,  which had t u r n e d  ou t  
more pregnant w i t h  s ingu la r  inc idents  than  any  o t h e r  I had  made 
throughout my career  236. From t h e r e  he sai led t o  Bombay where 
he spent several months. 

He wrote t o  newspapers in Calcut ta and  Bombay complaining 
in violent terms of  h i s  t reatment in Quetta and  a t tack ing  the 
'Politicals' involved.  H is  f r iends Brownlow and  Jephson in 
Calcutta t r i ed  h a r d  t o  persuade h im t o  moderate these tact less 
criticisms o f  government officials, whi le  commiserating w i t h  h im 
on his misfortunes. In one o f  h i s  le t te rs  Jephson wrote :  'I wish 
you had not  g ibbe t ted  Macnaghten q u i t e  so high' 237. Bo th  men 
Supported Masson's e f fo r t s  t o  ob ta in  compensation and  Brownlow, 
who was well-acquainted w i t h  members o f  the  Governor-General 's 
staff, managed t o  put t h e  case t o  Auck land  p r i va te ly .  

Sir  Henry  Pot t inger ,  as  h e  had now become, b roke  the  
news o f  John Mur ray ' s  refusal  t o  pub l i sh  h i s  book in a l e t t e r  
dated 2 5  Ju ly ,  1841, w r i t t e n  a t  sea o n  h is  way t o  take up h is  
Post as Envoy t o  China:  'No one o f  t h e  respectable Booksel lers 
in England wi l l  p u b l i s h  any  work  (a t  t he i r  own r i s k )  
animadverting o n  pub l i c  men o r  measures. They  jus t l y  say, tha t  
that is the d u t y  o f  t he  da i l y  Press and tha t  such cr i t ic isms a re  
quite out  o f  place in Books o f    ravel'^". In consequence, Masson 
wrote a new and  en larged vers ion o f  t he  Na r ra t i ve  o f  Various 
lourneys. Presumably he  p r u n e d  it o f  t h e  ear l ie r  excessive 
criticisms, though  i t  remained severe enough. For re laxat ion he 
Paid visi ts t o  the renowned cave temples in the  neighbourhood o f  
Bombay and made a number o f  d raw ings  o f  t h e  great  f igures 
there. 

He was wai t ing t o  hear f u r t h e r  f rom the  Government ot 
India about h i s  claim for  compensation, but tha t  matter  was no t  
going well. In a l e t t e r  t o  Macnaghten o f  1 February ,  1841, the 
Covernor--General had  w r i t t e n  tha t  a l though he was happy  t o  
find that Mr  Masson stood acqui t ted o f  any improper conduct, a 

subject travel1 ing , however innocent ly,  w i thout  off icial  
Permission in count r ies  which become the  scene o f  i n t r i gue  and  
rebellion may come unde r  suspic ion and is not  o n  tha t  account 
entitled to be  re imbursed from the  pub l i c  pu rse  for  losses O r  

detention which have been t he  consequence o f  h is  Own 
unauthorised and  imprudent  proceedings. SO much for  the 

Covernmentvs sense o f  justice. Not hav ing  heard o f  th is  



decision, he  submi t ted a pe t i t i on  w i t h  a l i s t  o f  t he  proper ty  he 
had  los t :  h i s  horse, apparel ,  books,  ins t ruments  and a variety 
o f  s u n d r y  ar t ic les,  besides a small q u a n t i t y  o f  p late and a small 
amount o f  specie t o  a to ta l  va lue o f  Rs.5,000. These details 
inc identa l ly  revea l  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e  o f  l i v i n g  and travell ing 
from when we f i r s t  met him. Among t h e  books he l isted were 
works  o n  Greek and  Roman An t iqu i t i es ;  Na tu ra l  H is tory  and 
Medicine; a Geological Manual a n d  a Grammar o f  Botany; Quintus 
Cu r t i us ;  and  volumes by Smollett, D r y d e n  and Pope. After 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  loss o f  h i s  manuscr ip ts  a n d  papers, which could 
no t  o f  course have a va lue placed o n  them, t h e  pet i t ion fur ther 
s ta ted t ha t  these losses were en t i r e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  assistance he 
had  rendered  t o  Loveday, and  asked whether  h e  was not  entitled 
t o  expect  t ha t  measures b e  taken  f o r  t h e  recovery  of his 
p r o p e r t y ,  o r  f o r  compensation in l i eu  23? 

In rep ly ,  M r  Secre ta ry  Maddock in a l e t t e r  dated 18 
October,  1841, i n fo rmed him tha t  h i s  appl icat ion was rejected, 
t hough  for  reasons d i f f e r e n t  f rom those g i v e n  t o  Macnaghten. 
I. . H is  Lo rdsh ip  in Counci l  cou ld  no t  feel h imsel f  just i f ied, with 
reference t o  t he  in format ion in t h e  pub l i c  records as received 
from L ieutenant  Loveday, and  t o  the  o r d e r s  o f  t he  authori t ies in  
England, in g r a n t i n g  y o u  a compensation f o r  losses incur red by 
y o u r  finding you rse l f  in a n  embarrassing pos i t ion which your 
o w n  d ispos i t ion t o  t r a v e l  u n d e r  such  circumstances had placed 
you. It would  g i v e  h im p leasure t o  learn,  as t he  country 
becomes more sett led, t h a t  a n y  po r t i on  o f  y o u r  lost p roper ty  has 

1240 been recovered . A n d  so Loveday, even  in death, succeeded 
in f u r t h e r  damaging t h e  man who had  done so much t o  support 
him, wh i l s t  t h e  overwhelming evidence in Masson's favour was 
s imply set aside. In o f f i c ia l  eyes t h i s  d iscred i tab le  behaviour no 
doub t  had  t h e  mer i t  o f  sav ing  the  faces o f  t he  Politicals 
concerned. As f o r  Bean, t he  las t  w o r d  may b e  le f t  w i t h  George 
Bu is t ,  t h e  ed i to r  o f  t h e  "Bombay Times": 'The  continuation of 
Capta in  Bean in of f ice,  a n d  t h e  ob ta in ing  for  him o f  a badge of 
t he  Dooranee empire - t he  last  t ha t  was confer red - is, after the 
repeated d isapprova l  o f  h i s  acts a n d  proofs  o f  h i s  incompetence, 
one o f  t he  numberless i l l us t ra t ions  o f  L o r d  Auckland's character 
. . . Capta in  Bean had  f r iends  in t h e  Secretariat,  and 
Beloochistan was kep t  twelve months a t  war  o n  t h i s  account 1 24.1 

Masson g ives  t he  e n t i r e  c red i t  for the  subsequent 
paci f icat ion o f  Ba luch is tan t o  t h e  exer t ions o f  Colonel Stacy who 
secured t h e  submission o f  t h e  young  Khan  a n d  h i s  reinstatement 
a t  Kalat. Stacy, f o r  h i s  p a r t ,  used tha t  notewor thy event to 
w r i t e  t o  Masson t hank ing  him for  h i s  kind advice when in prison 
which had  led t o  so sat is fac tory  a r esu l t  and  add ing  tha t :  ItMy 
Success I a t t r i b u t e  t o  t he  Advantage I ga ined b y  learning from 
You t he  d i f fe ren t  characters  o f  t h e  Chiefs and  o f  t he  various 



tribes' 242. Advice o f  s imi lar  w o r t h  would  have been available t o  
Macnaghten had h e  cared  t o  evoke  it. 

I n  the be l ie f  t ha t  h e  m igh t  b e  able t o  prosecute h is  case 
more effect ively in England, Char les  Masson decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  
London. He sai led f rom Bombay t o  Suez, crossed E g y p t  
overland, thence t o  France w i t h  a stop in Par is and  eventua l ly  
reached London in March  1842. He  was soon invo lved  in a nice 
example o f  bu reaucra t i c  shu f f l i ngs .  A Memorial t o  t he  Cou r t  o f  
Directors ask ing f o r  t h e  papers  connected w i t h  h i s  a r res t  and  
imprisonment was disal lowed o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t ha t  it should have 
been forwarded t h r o u g h  t h e  channel  o f  t he  Government o f  Ind ia .  
A second Memorial c la iming t h e  compensation recommended b y  the 
Court's own of f icers ,  Macnaghten a n d  Ross Bell, was re fe r red  
back to India, a l legedly because t h e  necessary documents were 
not available in London. With a f ina l  b last  a t  t he  'shallow and  
misguided men' who had  heaped insu l t s  a n d  i n j u r i es  o n  him, 
Masson b r i ngs  h i s  Narrat ive of Various Journeys t o  a sad, 
indeed sour, close. Masson, t h e  polemicist, i s  a less a t t rac t i ve  
figure than Masson, t h e  stoical t r ave l l e r  a n d  ant iquar ian.  B u t  he 
had suffered much from t h e  Pol i t icals a n d  o the r  o f f ic ia ls  a n d  the 
resentment and  b i t te rness  of  t h e  conc lud ing pages o f  h i s  
Narrative were more t h a n  just i f ied. However, it was less h i s  
Personal i n ju r ies  t h a n  t h e  immense damage in f l i c ted b y  the 
Anglo-Afghan War o n  h i s  beloved Afghans as well  as o n  Br i ta in 's  
reputation in Cent ra l  Asia t ha t  aroused h i s  indignat ion.  

He had spent ove r  twen ty  years  in Ind ia  and  t h e  count r ies  
west of  the  l n d u s  during which he  had had  many Strange 
adventures and had  made notable con t r ibu t ions  t o  o u r  knowledge 
of Central Asian l i fe  and  ant iqui t ies.  One th read  r u n s  
throughout - Char les Masson's remarkable capaci ty for mak ing 
friends among al l  classes o f  t he  c o u n t r y  people wherever he  
went. Without t h e  deep loya l t y  he  insp i red  in these men he 
would never have su rv i ved .  





CHAPTER X V I  I I : POSTLUDE 

Of  Char les Masson's l i fe  in England a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  from 
lnd ia  in 1842 l i t t l e  can be  t o l d  ow ing  t o  t h e  scantiness o f  the 
records.  We have seen t ha t  h i s  f i r s t  twenty-one years are a 
complete b l ank :  t h e  eleven years  t ha t  now remained to  him are 
o n l y  comparat ively be t t e r  chronic led.  H i s  fa ther  had  d ied  but his 
mother apparen t l y  l i ved  w i t h  h im till about 1848, even af ter  his 
marr iage t o  M a r y  Anne  K i l b y  a t  S t  Mary ' s  Church,  Stoke 
Newington in 1844 24.1 She was o n l y  18 a t  t he  t ime and 26 years 
younger  t h a n  he r  husband. He moved house w i th  great 
f requency,  but always in t h e  o u t e r  London suburbs :  Stoke 
Newington,  Ken t i sh  Town, Uppe r  Mitcham and  Lower Edmonton 
amongst o thers .  T h i s  constant  change o f  residence suggests the 
last  f l i cker inqs o f  h i s  o l d  rest lessness a n d  wander lust .  

Professor H . H . M1ilson's Ariana Antiqua. A descriptive 
account of the Antiquities and Coins of Afghanistan: with a 
Memoir on the Buildings called Topes, by  C.Masson Esq. was 
publ ished in 1841 at  t h e  expense o f  t h e  East lnd ia  Company. 
Masson's Memoir- was i l l us t ra ted  w i t h  a number o f  h i s  drawings 
o f  h i s  f inds and  t he  stupas he  had  excavated. Engrav ings o f  his 
coins and  o thers  were accompanied b y  a detai led analysis o f  each 
t y p e  b y  Wilson. Ariana Antiqua was in e f fec t  an  impressive 
t r i b u t e  t o  Masson's labours.  O u t  of  t h e  ed i t ion o f  500 (pr iced 
£51, 300 were placed a t  t h e  disposal of  M r s  Lewis, Masson's 
mother. T h i s  arrangement h a d  been foreshadowed b y  the Court 
o f  D i rec to rs  a t  the  end  o f  a l ong  despatch o f  2 May, 1838 to  the 
Governor  o f  Bombay, rehears ing  t h e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  o f  the  Uneasy 
f inancial t ransact ions w i t h  Masson. T h e  despatch stated that  b y  
t h e n  t he  g ran t s  made t o  Masson by Bombay and Calcutta and 
sanctioned b y  London amounted t o  Rs.  4,500 t o  which the 
Di rec tors  were apparen t l y  d isposed t o  add a f u r t h e r  Rs. 2.500 
( t hough  Rs.2,000 i s  penci l led in the  marg in  w i t h  a question 
mark ) .  Assuming t ha t  the  f inal tota l  was Rs.7,000, the East 
Ind ia  Company received no t  o n l y  Masson's col lect ion o f  coins but  
also re l ics  o f  t h e  h ighest  importance f o r  t he  sum of  E700 - a 
remarkable barga in .  In fa i rness i t  should b e  added that  the 
decis ion t o  de f ray  t he  cost o f  pub l i sh i ng  Ariana Antiqua with 
i t s  numerous engrav ings was taken  because the Directors 
real ised t ha t  the  expense would be  so high tha t  l i t t l e  profit 
would be l e f t  fo r  Masson 244 

A copy of the  despatch t o  Bombay was passed t o  Professor 
Wilson who drew o n  it in h i s  Preface t o  Ariana Antiqua After 



praising Masson as one  o f  t he  most act ive and successful 
discoverers o f  coins and  ant iqu i t ies  in Afghanistan, Wilson 
referred to  Masson's proposal t o  the  Government o f  Bombay 
through Colonel Po t t inger  t o  t r ans fe r  h i s  actual and  a l l  f u tu re  
collections to  t h e  East l nd ia  Company o n  condi t ion o f  the i r  
defraying t h e  cost o f  h i s  operations. Wilson cont inued: 'Th is  
proposal was favourab ly  received, and  from the  year  1834  until 
1837 Mr Masson was sedulously employed in the  pu rsu i t ,  in which 
he had engaged w i t h  equal  inte l l igence and  zeal, o n  behalf and  
at the expense o f  t h e  East l nd ia  Company'. B u t  in Masson's own 
copy o f  Ariana Antiqua (now in the  Ind ian  I ns t i t u te  L i b ra ry ,  
Oxford), he has w r i t t e n  in t h e  marg in  against  the phrase 'at the 
expense o f  t he  East l nd ia  Company' t he  words 'a falsehood'. In 
the opposite margin,  he  wrote:  'Mr M. proposed t o  the Bombay 
Government i f  f u rn i shed  w i t h  funds  t o  expend such funds in 
researches o n  account o f  t h e  Government, o f  course to  hand  
them over  t he  resu l ts .  When eventua l ly  M r  M. learned tha t  the 
Government consented t o  advance money, M r  M. vo lun ta r i l y  
transferred t o  Government t he  collections made a t  h is own 
expense and those in h i s  possession. . . The  Bombay 
Government was w i l l i ng  t o  have de f rayed  t h e  cost of the  
operations and  author ised M r  M. to  appropr ia te  for  such 
purposes one ha l f  o f  t h e  sums remit ted to  him - but the 
interference o f  Capta in  Wade p reven ted  t h i s  arrangement be ing 
available to  M r  M. - consequent ly M r  M. conducted h i s  
researches th roughout  a t  h i s  own cost . '  T h e  las t  phrase does not  
tally e i ther w i t h  t he  above-mentioned despatch o r  w i t h  the  o ther  
records already not iced (see p.76). It ignores t h e  sums he 
undoubtedly received f rom Bombay despi te the  delays created b y  
Captain Wade, and t h e  con t r ibu t ions  o f  h is  well-wishers, Colonel 
Pottinger, S i r  John Campbell and others .  

Another passage by Wilson in the  Preface t o  Ariana 
Antiqua also aroused Masson's i r e :  . . . 'it appeared to me to  
be l ikely tha t  a connected descr ip t ion o f  t he  p r inc ipa l  ant iqui t ies 
and of  t h e  whole o f  t h e  coins received f rom M r  Masson would be  
acceptable b o t h  t o  t he  cu l t i va to rs  o f  numismatic sciences, and  t o  
those in terested in the  ancient h i s to r y  o f  India.  I accord ing ly  
offered my services t o  the Honourable t he  Cou r t  o f  D i rectors  to 
Prepare such an  account . . . T h e  suggestion was most cordial ly  
and l iberal ly  approved of ,  and  as p r o f i t  was not  t h e  aim of 
either o f  the  par t ies ,  t h e  Cou r t  resolved tha t  a f te r  appropr ia t ing  
Such a po r t i on  o f  t h e  ed i t ion as t hey  should t h i n k  fit to  requi re ,  
the remainder should be  presented t o  t he  mother o f  M r  Masson 
as an addit ional mark of t he  sense they  enterta ined o f  the  meri ts 
O f  her  son'. Here Masson's marginal note reads: 'As L ib ra r ian  t o  
the Cour t ,  i t  was p rope r  t h a t  he should prepare such an  account 
- bu t  i t  would have been be t t e r  tha t  he had  done so, wi thout  
mixing it up w i t h  t h e  considerat ion o f  M r  M.'s case. Th i s  



arrangement seems v e r y  fa i r ,  and  may be, so f a r  as t he  Court is 
concerned. B u t  M r  M. looks upon  it v e r y  d i f f e ren t l y .  Professor 
Wilson hands 300 copies o f  t h i s  wo rk  o v e r  t o  M r  M.'s mother, an 
aged woman o f  above s i x t y  years  o f  age, t o  d ispose o f  as best 
she may, a n d  d raws  up a Prospectus making M r  M. and his 
mother objects o f  sympathy and  compassion. In other  words 
Professor Wilson made M r  M.'s mother a beggar  and dared to 
t h r u s t  M r  M. u p o n  t h e  not ice o f  t h e  w o r l d  as a n  object of pity. 
He moreover fu rn ished  M r  M.'s mother w i t h  a Cour t  Guide in 
wh ich  she was t o  find o u t  t h e  names o f  people t o  whom she was 
to  go begging.  ' 

These s t r i c t u res  make sad read ing  a n d  show Masson at his 
wors t .  Presumably h i s  marginal ia were w r i t t e n  o n  f i r s t  seeing 
Ariana Ant iqua in print o n  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  England. Professor 

Wilson seems t o  have p r u n e d  Masson's con t r ibu t ion  of the 
ext raneous speculat ions in wh ich  h e  was p r o n e  t o  indulge, hence 
h i s  displeasure. P r i c k l y  a n d  over-sens i t ive  t o  s l ights,  real or 
imaginary,  as h e  was inc l ined  t o  be, t he  combination o f  failure to 
ob ta in  an  o f f i c ia l  post ,  imprisonment in Quetta, t he  loss of his 
effects a n d  papers  in Kalat a n d  h i s  d ispu te  w i t h  t he  East India 
Company ove r  compensation, appears t o  have  produced in him a 
form o f  persecut ion mania. In t h e  event ,  h i s  'begging mother' 
must have coped successful ly  w i t h  t h e  C o u r t  Guide since the l ist 
o f  subscr ibe rs  p r i n t e d  a t  the  f r on t  o f  some copies o f  Ariano 
Antiqua is  headed b y  Queen Victor ia,  t he  Queen Dowager, 
H. R.H. Pr ince A lbe r t  and  t h e  Archb ishop  o f  Can te rbu ry .  

In sp i te  o f  h i s  p ro longed  ef for ts,  Masson obtained no 
redress for  h i s  losses a t  Kalat. Eventua l ly  t he  Government of 
Ind ia  pa id  h i s  a r rea rs  o f  sa lary  a n d  allowances, whi ls t  the Court 
o f  D i rec to rs  gave him £500 a n d  a pension o f  £100 p e r  annum, bu t  
for  h i s  f inds,  not  as compensation. 

The  Narrat ive of Various Journeys i n  Balochistan, 
Afghanistan and the Panjab was pub l i shed  b y  R ichard  Bentley in  
t h ree  volumes in 1842. I t  was well- t imed inasmuch as i t  followed 
h a r d  o n  t he  news o f  t h e  d isast rous re t rea t  f rom Kabul  w i th  the 
des t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  en t i r e  fo rce  o f  4,600 men a n d  12,000 camp 
followers and, most damaging o f  a l l  t o  B r i t i s h  p res t ige  in some 
eyes, t he  cap tu re  o f  a number o f  B r i t i s h  o f f icers '  wives. The 
Duke of  Well ington in par t i cu la r  was upset  a t  t he  thought  of 
ladies in the  hands o f  Mahomed Akba r  Khan. T h e  'Kalat' volume 
was publ ished t he  nex t  year.  It i s  p r imar i l y  a supplement to the 
three-volume work ,  but i t  inc ludes a substant ia l  Memoir on 
Eastern Balochistan which  became a s tandard work  of reference 
till the  e n d  o f  the  cen tu r y ;  a combined ed i t ion in four  volumes 
appeared in 1844. Also in 1843 he d rew  up a f inal  account of his 
t rave ls  in Persia, but it does no t  appear ever  to  have been 
publ ished 24'. He gave a lec tu re  t o  the Royal Asiat ic Society i n  
January  1844 en t i t l ed  'Nar ra t i ve  o f  a n  Excurs ion to  Shahbaz 



Ghari' deal ing w i t h  t h e  insc r ip t ion  there; i t  was p r i n t e d  in the  
Society's Journal in 1846 246. Another  a r t i c le  'Observations o n  the  
route o f  l s idore  o f  Charax '  was p r i n t e d  in the  same Journal in 
1 8 5 0 ~ ~ ~ .  

It i s  ev ident  f rom h i s  manuscr ipts t h a t  he occupied much o f  
his time p repa r i ng  a major work  expounding h is  views o n  the  
ancient h i s to r y  and archaeology o f  Afghanistan and ne ighbour ing 
countries in wh ich  he  indu lged  in ra ther  w i l d  speculations. In 
reality he had  ne i ther  t h e  academic t r a i n i ng  n o r  t he  languages 
needed fo r  such  scholar ly labours. B y  1847 he was t r y i n g  to  sell 
his p r i va te  col lect ion o f  dupl icate coins which he had  been 
permitted to  re ta i n  and  was propos ing new explorat ions u n d e r  
Austr ian auspices. 

Throughout  h i s  time in t h e  East, Masson made drawings and  
sketches, some o f  which were poor ly  reproduced in h i s  book and 
in  Ariana Antiqua; t h e  rest ,  number ing several hundred,  a re  in 
the Masson Collect ion o f  Manuscr ipts.  Though o f  l i t t l e  a r t i s t i c  
merit they have a permanent value as a record  o f  much tha t  has 
disappeared. T h e  archi tect ,ural  d raw ings  a re  be t te r  than  h is  
topographical ones which t e n d  t o  be  wooden. He spent t h e  last 
years o f  h i s  l i fe  f rom about 1850 wo rk ing  up many o f  h is  or ig ina l  
drawings but in so do ing  t h e y  lost  t he i r  spontanei ty.  

From t ime t o  time wr i t e r s  in the  'Calcutta Review', 
reflecting the  s t rong  p re jud ice  fe l t  in Ind ia  against him for  h i s  
outspoken at tacks o n  highly placed persons and h is  merciless 
exposure of  t he i r  weaknesses, coming from a pardoned deserter, 
had accused him o f  be ing unrel iable, mendacious and  spiteful.  
But i t  was in a review o f  h is  book o f  verse Legends of the 
Afghan countries, i n  Verse - with Various Pieces, Original and 
translated b y  Charles Masson, etc. publ ished in 1848 tha t  S i r  
Henry Lawrence chose to  launch a v io lent  at tack o n  i t s  au thor :  
'. . . We knew him t o  be  t h e  most poetical o f  prose-wr i ters  - the 
most fabulous o f  h istor ians.  B u t  i t  remained f o r  t h e  present  
volume t o  demonstrate t ha t  he  is  the  most prosaic o f  poets - the  
most matter o f  fact fabul ist  in the  wo r l d  . . . Well knowing the  
amount o f  poetical l icence which M r  Masson has always allowed 
himself when deal ing w i t h  matters o f  fact, t h e  s tudent  of these 
legends wi l l  be s ta r t led  to  find the  chastened fancy of  t he  w r i t e r  
so conspicuous in eve ry  page . . . There  i s  no  abandon - no 
fine myst ic enthusiasm. Even the  g iants  and  giantesses a re  v e r y  
commonplace mortals - not hal f  as genuine ogres as M r  Masson's 
friends, t he  S indh  pol i t icals . . . keeping f ierce hel l-hounds to  
hunt down human game . . . '  Th i s  last phrase re fers  of course 
to Massonns acccount of Lieutenant Loveday and h is  dogs. As a n  
example o f  t he  poor qua l i t y  o f  t h e  verse, Lawrence quoted these 
lines : 

'Some o'er  t h e  saddled camel s t r ide  
That  ca r r ies  two o r  car r ies  one.' 



and  added: ' Th i s  las t  l i n e  o u r  readers  w i l l  agree wi th  us in 
cons ider ing eminent ly 248 . In truth, the  verses are 
commonplace and  u n w o r t h y  o f  t e n  pages o f  sardonic comment 
and, i t  may b e  though t ,  u n w o r t h y  o f  t h e  Chr i s t ian  hero of 
Lucknow. B u t  Masson was a n  obsession w i t h  Lawrence who lost 
no  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  r i d i c u l i n g  o r  condemning him. C. Grey's own 
ve rd i c t  i s  v e r y  d i f f e ren t :  'Masson who, despi te S i r  Henry 
Lawrence, no th i ng  extenuates n o r  sets down  ough t  in malice.' 

Not o n l y  were t h e  a t tacks b y  Lawrence and  others 
unsubstant ia ted and  t he  episodes t o  wh i ch  t hey  objected not 
exp l i c i t l y  denied, but in fac t  Masson was a n  observer of 
remarkable accuracy o n  mat ters  w i t h i n  h i s  knowledge. When he 
recounts  a s t o r y  h e  g ives  h i s  source, e.g. Burnes  for  the 
account o f  t he  alarm expressed b y  Co l v i n  and  To r rens  at  Simla 
lest he  should  say a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m igh t  se rve  to  change 
Auckland's m ind  about  go ing  t o  war. It i s  un fo r tuna te  that  the 
resentment Masson aroused cast  a shadow ove r  h i s  reputat ion i n  
h i s  p rope r  f ie ld ,  namely as a pioneer o f  Cent ra l  Asian 
an t iquar ian  research. A s  an  archaeologist h e  suf fered more 
neglect t han  m igh t  o therwise have  been t he  case. Yet he 
undoub ted ly  la id  t he  foundat ions upon which almost all 
subsequent archaeological wo rk  in A fghan is tan  has been based. 
He had, for  example, amply demonstrated t h e  importance of the 
Begram site, but i t  was no t  until 1939 t ha t  the French 
archaeological delegat ion uncovered t h e  magni f icent  hoard there 
and ident i f ied the  extens ive r u i n s  as Kapisa, t he  summer capital 
of t he  Kushan Empire. 

The re  i s  s t i l l  a tendency t o  c r i t i c i se  Masson fo r  h is  alleged 
c r u d e  methods o f  excavat ion and  magpie-l ike approach to  the 
r i c h  f ie ld  before him. He has even been accused of being a 
t reasure  hun te r .  B u t  h i s  methods were no c r u d e r  than  those of 
h i s  contemporaries, o r  indeed of, say, Schliemann a t  T r o y  40 
years la ter .  I t  i s  in te res t ing  t o  note t ha t  even a t  the time 
Gerard  drew a s h a r p  d is t inc t ion  between Masson's methods and 
aims, and  those o f  Honigberger .  T h e  la t te r ,  he says, had 
'ransacked and  dest royed a vast  number o f  Mausolea' and had 
failed ' to p u r s u e  e n q u i r y  beyond t he  mere col lect ion o f  the 
remains which I imagine a r e  designed t o  b e  put up to  the 
h ighest  b idder  among t he  eminent l i t e ra t i  o f  h i s  coun t ry .  Mr 
Masson's objects were o f  a h i ghe r  o r d e r  and  embraced the 
ident i f ica t ion o f  ancient si tes and  t h e i r  connexion w i t h  historical 
records . . . e 2 4 9  . In any  case, t he  development o f  archaeologY 
i n t o  a science w i t h  r igo rous  discip l ines belongs t o  the 20th 
cen tu ry .  S t r i c t l y  speaking, Masson and  h is  contemporaries and 
successors over  several decades should no t  p rope r l y  be called 
archaeologists, but r a t h e r  ant iquar ians.  It is  as a pioneer that 
he must be  assessed. Besides, had he  not  excavated i n  the 
1830's i t  i s  ce r ta in  tha t  some o f  t h e  monuments h e  opened would 



have d is in tegrated w i t h  t h e  f l u x  o f  t ime and t h e  at tent ions 
of local t reasure-hunters ,  o r  would  no t  have been tackled until 
the 1920's when  it was again possible f o r  Europeans t o  under take 
sustained excavat ions in Afghanistan.  

For the  h is tor ian,  Masson i s  t h e  best  au tho r i t y  o n  t he  
politics o f  A fghan is tan  during t h e  decade preceding t h e  F i r s t  
Afghan War. As  an  exp lorer ,  h i s  cont r ibut ions t o  the  
geographical knowledge o f  t he  reg ion  had  t o  wai t  many years  
before t hey  cou ld  b e  p r o p e r l y  evaluated. As a numismatist, the  
value o f  h i s  wo rk  was acknowledged f rom the  beg inn ing  and is 
today as highly regarded  as ever .  

In June  1853, he  gave  h i s  land lo rd  not ice o f  in tent ion t o  
quit o n  o r  be fo re  25 December t h e  house in C h u r c h  Street, 
Lower Edmonton wh ich  he  had  t aken  on l y  s i x  months p rev ious ly .  
Before t h i s  move cou ld  take  place, h e  d i ed  t h e r e  o n  5 November, 
1853 a t  the  ea r l y  age o f  53 '?'The East lnd ia  Company made h is  
widow a donat ion o f  E 100 b y  o r d e r  o f  15 March, 1854. She d i ed  
in 1855, s t i l l  u n d e r  thirty leaving young  ch i ldren.  T h e  Minutes 
of the Cou r t  of  D i rec to rs  f o r  11 February ,  1857 2 5 '  recorded a 
resolution t o  p a y  t o  t h e  legal guard ian  o f  t h e  o rphan  ch i l d ren  of  
the late M r  Masson t h e  sum of  E 100 f o r  t he  papers, d raw ings  and  
wins le f t  b y  h im a t  h i s  death, as recommended b y  Professor 
Wilson, when these effects had  been deposited in the  Company's 
L ibrary.*  Th i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  medley o f  let ters,  dra f ts ,  
notebooks, journals, newspaper cu t t i ngs ,  d raw ings  and sketches 
was admirably catalogued in 1937 and  t he  full detai ls o f  the  
mystery s u r r o u n d i n g  Masson b r o u g h t  t o  light. 

There  i s  no known  p o r t r a i t  o f  Char les Masson. 

* I am indebted to D r  R . J .  Bingle of the lndia Office Library for this 
reference. Pr ior  to his discovery i t  was not known how the Masson 
Collection came into the possession o f  the L ibrary .  
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